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DECLINE and FALL 
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O F T H E 

ROMAN EMPIRE. 


CHAP. XX 1 1 


Julian is declared Emperor by the Legions of Gaul. — 

His March and Succefs. — The Death of Couft an- 
ti ns. — Civil Admiififlration of Julian . 

Wh 1LE the Romans languilhed under the chap. 
ignominious tyranny of eunuchs and bilhops, the xxn. 
praifes of Julian were repeated with tranfport in The » ea - 
every part of the empire , except in the palace of c^nSan- 
Conftantius. The Barbarians of Germany had felt, tius againft 
and ftill dreaded , the arms of the young Cat-far ; Julian ’ 
his foldiers were the companions of his vidlory; 
the grateful provincials enjoyed the bleffings of 
his reign; but the favourites, who had oppofed 
his elevation, were offended by his virtues; and 
they juftly confidered the friend of the people 

Vol. IV. A 
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2 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

chap, as the enemy of the court. As long as the fame 
xxii. of Julian was doubtful , the buffoons of the 
palace , who were fkilJed in the language of fa- 
tire, tried the efficacy of thofe arts which they 
had fo often pradtifed with fuccefs. They eafily 
difcovered, that his fimplicity was not exempt 
from affedtation : the ridiculous epithets of aa 
hairy favage , of an ape inverted with the purple , 
were applied to the drefs and perfon of the phi- 
lofophic warrior; and his modeft difpatches were 
ftigmatized as the vain and elaborate fictions of 
a loquacious Greek, a fpeculative foldier, who 
had ftudied the art of war amidft the groves of 
the academy \ The voice of malicious folly 
was at length filenced by the fhouts of vidtory; 
the conqueror of the Franks and Alemanni could 
no longer be painted as an object of contempt; 
and the monarch himfelf was meanly ambitious 
of ftealing from Iris lieutenant the honourable 
reward of his labours. In the letters crowned 
with laurel, which, according to ancient cuftom , 
were addreffed to the provinces , the name of 
Julian was omitted. c ‘ Conftantius had made 
his difpofitions in perfon ; he had fignalized 
“ his valour in the foremoft ranks; his military 
“ conduct had fecured the vidtory; and the 
• * c captive king of the Barbarians was prefented 
“ to him on the field of battle , ” from which he 

. was at that time diftant above forty days journey \ 

So extravagant a fable was incapable, however, 
of ^deceiving the public credulity; or even of 
fatisfying the pride of die emperor himfelf. Secredy 
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confcious that the applaufe and favour of the 
Romans accompanied the rifing fortunes of Julian, 
his difcontented mind was prepared to receive 
the fubtle poifon of thofe artful fycophants, who 
coloured their mifchievous defigns with the faired 
appearances of truth and candour \ Inflead of 
depreciating the merits of Julian , they acknow- 
ledged, and even exaggerated, his popular fame, 
fuperior talents, and important fervices. But they 
darkly infinuated , that the virtues of the Caefar 
might inftantly be converted into the mod 
dangerous crimes; if the incondant multitude 
fhould prefer their inclinations to their duty; 
or if the general of a vi&orious army fliould 
be tempted from his allegiance by the hopes of 
revenge, and independent greatnefs. The per* 
fonal fears of Conftantius were interpreted by his 
council as a laudable anxiety for the public 
fafety; whilft in private, and perhaps in his 
own bread, he difguifed, under the lefs odious 
appellation of fear , th£ fentiments of hatred and 
envy , which he had fecretly conceived for the 
inimitable virtues of Julian. 

The apparent tranquillity of Gaul , and the 
imminent danger of the eaftern provinces , offered 
a fpecious pretence for the defign which was art- 
fully concerted by the Imperial minifters. They 
refolved to difarm the C?efar ; to recal thofe 
faithful troops who guarded his perfon and dig- 
nity; and to employ in a diftant war againft the 
Perfian monarch, the hardy veterans who had 
vanquilhed , on die banks of the Rhine , the 

A a 
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the decline and fall 


CHAP. 

XXIX. 


« 


fierceft nations of Germany. While Julian ufed 
the laborious hours of his winter -quarters at 
Paris in the adminiftration of power, which, in 
his hands, was the exercife of virtue, he was 
furprifed by the hafty arrival of a tribune and a 
notary, with pofitive orders from the emperor, 
which they were directed to execute, and he was 
commanded not to oppofe. Conftantius fignified 
his pleafure, that four entire legions, the Celtse, 
and Petulants, the Heruli, and the Batavians, 
Ihould be feparated from the ftandard of Julian , 
under which they had acquired their fame and 
difcipline; that in each of the remaining bands, 
three hundred of the braveft youths Ihould be 
felecled; and that this numerous detachment, 
the llrength of the Gallic army, Ihould inftantly 
begin their march , and exert their utmoft dili- 
gence to arrive, before the opening of the cam- 
paign, on the frontiers of Perfia 4 . The Cxfar 
forefaw, and lamented, the confequences of this 
fatal mandate. Mod of-' the auxiliaries, who 
engaged their voluntary fcrvice, had ftipulated, 
that they Ihould never be obliged to pafs the 
Alps. The public faith of Rome, and the per- 
fonal honour of Julian , had been pledged for 
the obfervance of this condition. Such an aft 
of treachery and oppreflion would deftroy the 
confidence, and excite the refentment, of the 
independent warriors of Germany, who confidered 
truth as the noblelt of their virtues, and freedom 
as the moll valuable of their poffeflions. The 
legionaries, who enjoyed the title and privileges 

' t > 
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of Romans, were enlifted for the general de- chap. 
fence of the republic ; but thofe mercenary xxil 
troops heard with cold indifference the anti- 
quated names of the republic and of Rome. 
Attached, either from birth or long habit, to 
t the climate and manners of Gaul, they loved 
and admired Julian ; thoy defpifed , and perhaps 
hated, the emperor; they dreaded the laborious 
march, the Perfian arrows, and the burning de- 
ferts of Afia. They claimed, as their own, the 
country which they had faved; and excufed their 
want of fpirit, by pleading the facred and more 
immediate duty of proteding their families .and 
friends. The apprehenfions of the Gauls were 
derived from the knowledge of the impending 
and inevitable danger. As foon as the provinces 
were exhaufted of their military flrength, the 
Germans would violate a treaty which had been 
impofed on their fears; and notwithftanding the 
abilities and valour of Julian , the general of a 
nominal army, to whom the public calamities 
would be imputed, muft find himfelf, after a 
vain refillance, either a prifoner it# the camp of 
the Barbarians, or a criminal in the palace of 
Conftantius. If Julian complied with the orders 
which he had received , he fubfcribed his own 
deftrudion , and that of a people who deferved 
his affedion. But a pofitive refufal was an act 
of rebellion, and a declaration of war. The in- 
exorable jealoufy of the emperor, the peremp- 
tory, and perhaps infidious, nature of his com- 
mands , left not any room for a fair apology, 

A 3 
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6 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

or candid interpretation ; and the dependent 
flation of the Caefar fcarcely allowed him to 
paufe or to deliberate. Solitude encreafed the 
perplexity of Julian ; he could no longer apply 
to the faithful counfels of Salluff, who had been 
removed from his office by the judicious malice # 
of r the eunuchs : he could not even enforce his 
reprefentations by the concurrence of the mi- 
nifters , who would have been afraid, or afhamed, 
to approve the ruin of Gaul. The moment had 
been chofcn , when Lupicinus ’ , the general of 
the cavalry , was difpatched into Britain , to re- 
pulfe the inroads of the Scots and Pidb; and 
Florentius was occupied at Vienna by the alfelT- 
ment of the tribute. The latter, a crafty and 
corrupt ftatefman declining to aflume a refponf- 
ible part on this dangerous occafion , eluded the 
preffing and repeated invitations of Julian , who 
reprefented to him , that in every important mea- 
fure, the prefence of the praefedt was indifpenf- 
able in the council of the prince. In the mean 
while the Caefar was oppreffed by the rude and 
importunate felicitations of the Imperial melfen- 
gers, who prefumed to fuggeft , that if he ex- 
pected the return of his minifters , he would 
charge himfelf with the guilt of the delay, and 
referve for them the merit of the execution. 
Unable to refill, unwilling to comply, Julian 
expreffed in the moll ferious terms , his wifh , 
and even his intention, of refigning the purple, 
which he could not preferve with honour, but 
which he could not abdicate with fafety. 
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After a painful conflid, Julian was compelled chap. 
to acknowledge, that obedience was the virtue xxii. 
of the mod eminent fubjed, and that the fove- Their dir. 
reign alone was entitled to judge of the public 
welfare. He iffued the neceffary orders for car- 
rying into execution the commands of Conftan- 
tius ; a part of the troops began their march for 
the Alps ; and the detachments from the feveral 
garrifons moved towards their refpedive places 
of affembly. They advanced with difficulty 
through the trembling and affrighted crowds of 
provincials; who attempted to excite their pity 
by filent defpair, or loud lamentations; while 
the wives of the foldiers , holding their infants 
in their arms , accufed the defertion of their huf- 
bai^ds in the mixed language of grief , of ten- 
dernefs, and of indignation. This fcene of ge- 
neral diflrefs afH icfed the humanity of the Caefar; 
he granted a fufficient number of pofl-waggons 
to tranfport the wives and families of the fol- 
diers endeavoured to alleviate the hardfhips 
which he was conflrained to inflid, and en- 
creafed, by the mofl laudable arts, his own po- 
pularity, and the difcontent of the exiled troops* 

The grief of an armed multitude is foon con- 
verted into rage ; their licentious •murmurs , 
which every hour were communicated from tent 
to tent with more boldnefs and effect, prepared 
their minds for the mofl daring ads of fedition; 
and by the connivance of their tribunes , a fca- 
fonable libel was fecretly difperfed , which paint, 
ed, in lively colours, tlje difgrace of the Cxfar , the 
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CHAP. 

XXII. 


They pro- 
claim Ju- 
lian empe- 
ror. 


oppreflion of the Gallic army, and the feeble vices 
of the tyrant of Afia. The fervants of Conftan- 
tius were aftonifhed and alarmed by the progrefs 
of this dangerous fpirit. They prelfed the Cxfar 
to haften the departure of the troops; but they 
imprudently rejedled die honed and judicious 
advice of Julian ; who propofed that they fhould 
not march through Paris, and fuggededthe danger 
and temptation of a laft interview. 

As foon as the approach of the troops was 
announced , the Csefar went out to meet them , 
and afcended his tribunal , which had been 
ere&ed in a plain before the gates of the city. 
After difHnguifliing the officers and foldiers , 
who by their rank or merit deferved a peculiar 
attention , Julian addreffed himfelf in a duffied 
oration to the furrounding multitude: he cele- 
brated their exploits with grateful applaufe; en- 
couraged them to accept , with alacrity , the 
honour of ferving under the eyes of a powerful 
and liberal monarch ; and admoniffied them 
that the commands of Auguftus required an in- 
ftant and cheerful obedience. The foldiers, who 
were apprehenfive of offending their general by 
an indecent clamour , or of belying their fenti- 
ments by*falfe and venal acclamations , main- 
tained an obdinate filence , and , after a fhort 
paufe , were difmifled to their quarters. The 
principal officers were entertained by the Cxfar, 
who profefied , in the warmed language of friend- 
fliip , his defire and his inability to reward , ac- 
cording to their deferts , the brave companions 
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of his vi&ories. They retired from the feaft , 
full of grief and perplexity ; and lamented the 
hardlhip of their fate , which tore them from 
their beloved general and their native country. 
The only expedient which could prevent their 
reparation was boldly agitated and approved; 
the popular refentment was infenfibly moulded 
into a regular confpiracy ; their juft reafons of 
complaint were heightened by paflion , and their 
puuions were inflamed by wine ; as on the eve 
of their departure , the troops were indulged in 
licentious feftivitv. At the hour of midnight , 
the impetuous multitude , with fwords , and 
bowls , and torches , in their hands , rufhed into 
the fuburbs ; encompafled the palace 7 ; and , 
carelefs of future dangers , pronounced the fatal 
and irrevocable words, Julian Augustus! The 
prince , whofe anxious fufpence was interrupted 
by their diforderly acclamations , fecured the 
doors againft their intrufton ; and, as long as it 
was in his power, fecluded his perfon and dignity 
from the accidents of a nodkurnal tumult. At 
the dawn of day , the foldiers , whofe zeal was 
irritated by oppofition , forcibly entered the pa- 
lace, feized, with refpe&ful violence, the objed 
of their choice , guarded Julian with drawn 
fwords through the ftreets of Paris , placed him 
on the tribunal , and with repeated fhouts fa- 
luted him as their emperor. Prudence , as well 
as loyalty, inculcated the proprietv of refilling 
their treafonable defigns; and of preparing for 
his opprefted virtue , the excufe of violence. 
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Addrefling himfelf by turns to the multitude and 
to individuals , he fometimes implored their 
mercy, and fometimes exprelfed his indignation; 
conjured them not to fully the fame of their im- 
mortal viftories ; and ventured to promife, that 
if they would immediately return to their alle- 
giance, he would undertake to obtain from the 
emperor , not only a free and gracious pardon , 
but even the revocation of the orders which had 
excited their refentment. But the foldiers, who 
were confcious of their guilt, chofe rather to 
depend on the gratitude of Julian, than on the 
clemency of the emperor. Their zeal was in- 
fenfibly turned into impatience , and their im- 
patience into rage. The inflexible Caefar fuf- 
tained till the third hour of the day , their 
prayers, their reproaches, and their menaces ; 
nor did he yield , till he had been repeatedly 
allured, that if he wilhed to live, he mull con- 
fent to reign. He was exalted on a fhield in the 
prefence , and amidft the unanimous acclama- 
tions , of the troops ; a rich military collar , 
which was offered by chance , fupplied the want 
of a diadem * ; the ceremony was concluded by 
the promife of a moderate donative * ; and the 
new emperor, overwhelmed with real or affe&ed 
grief, retired into the molt fecret recedes of his 
apartment 

The grief of Julian could proceed only from 
his innocence ; but his innocence mull appear 
extremely doubtful 11 , in the eyes of thofe who 
have learned to fufpedt the motives and the pro- 
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feflions of princes. His lively and a&ive mind chap. 
was fufceptible of the various impreflions of hope ixii^ 
and fear, of gratitude and revenge, of duty and 
of ambition , of the love of fame and of the fear 
of reproach. But it is impoffible for us to cal- 
culate the refpedtive weight and operation of 
thefe fentiments ; or to afcertain the principles 
of adion, which might efcape the obfervation , 
while they guided, or rather impelled, the fteps 
of Julian himfelf. The difcontent of the troops 
was produced by the malice of his enemies; 
their tumult was the natural efted of intereft 
and of paffion ; and if Julian had tried to con- 
ceal a deep defign under the appearances of 
chance , he muft have employed the mod con- 
fummate artifice without neceffity , and probably 
without fucccfs. He folemnly declares, in the 
prefence of Jupiter, of the Sun, of Mars, of 
Minerva, and of all the other deities, that, till 
the clofe of the evening which preceded his ele- 
vation , he was utterly ignorant of the defigns of 
the foldiers”; and it may feem ungenerous to 
diftruft the honour of a hero , and the truth of 
a philofopher. Yet the fuperftitious confidence 
that Conftantius was the enemy , and that he 
himfelf was the favourite , of the gods , might 
prompt him to defire, to folicit, and even to 
haften the aufpicious moment of his reign , which 
was predefined to reftore the ancient religion of 
mankind. When Julian had received the intel- 
ligence of the cpnfpiracy , he refigned himfelf to 
a fhort flumber; and afterwards related to his 
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chap, friends, that lie had fcen the Genius of the era* 
pire waiting with fome impatience at his door, 
prefling for admittance , and reproaching his 
want of fpirit and ambition*’. Aftonilhed and 
perplexed , he addrefled his prayers to the great 
Jupiter; who immediately fignified, by a clear 
and manifefl omen, that he fliould fubmit to. the 
will of heaven and of the army. The conducfl 
which difclaims the ordinary maxims of reafon , 
excites our fufpicion and eludes our enquiry. 
Whenever the fpirit of fanaticifm , „ at once fo 
credulous and fo crafty, has infinuated itfelf into 
a noble mind, it infenfibly corrodes the vital 
principles of virtue and veracity. 

Hi* era- To moderate the zeal of his party, to protect the 
h»rry to perfons of his enemies ”, to defeat and to defpife 
tiu" aD " the fecret enterprifes which were formed againft his 
life and dignity, were the cares which employed 
the firft days of the reign of the new Emperor. 
Although he was firmly refolved to maintain the 
ftation which he had aflumed, he was ftill de- 
firous of faving his country from the calamities 
of civil war, of declining a conteft with the fu- 
perior forces of Conftantius , and of preferving 
liis own chararfler from the reproach of perfidy 
and ingratitude. Adorned with the enfigns of 
military and Imperial pomp, Julian Ihewed him- 
felf in the field of Alars to the foldiers, who 
glowed with ardent cnthufiafin in the caufe of 
their pupil, their leader, and their friend. He 
recapitulated their victories , lamented their fuf- 
ferings, applauded their rerolution , animated 
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their hopes, and checked their impetuofity; nor 
did he difmifs the affembly, till he had obtained 
a folemn promife from the troops, that if the 
emperor of the Kail would fubfcribe an equitable 
treaty, they would renounce any views of con- 
quest, and Satisfy themfelves with the tranquil 
polTeffion of the Gallic provinces. On this foun- 
dation he compofed , in his own name, and 
in that of the army , a fpecious and moderate 
epiftle 15 , which was delivered to Pentadius , his 
matter of the offices , and to his chamberlain 
Eutherius'; two ambaffadors whom he appointed 
to receive the anfwer, and obferve the difpofx- 
tions of Conftantius. This epiftle is infcribed 
with the modelt appellation of Cadar ; but Ju- 
lian Solicits in a peremptory, though refpecftful 
manner , the confirmation of die title of Au- 
gultus. He acknowledges the irregularity of his 
own election , while he juftilies, in Some meafure, 
the refentment and violence of the troops which 
had extorted his reluctant confent. He allows 
the Supremacy of his brother .Conftantius ; and 
engages to fend him an annual prefent of Spanifh 
horfes, to recruit his army with a feledt number 
) of Barbarian youths, and to accept from his 
choice a Praetorian pnefetft of approved discre- 
tion and fidelity. But he referves for himfelf 
the nomination of his other civil and military 
officers, with the troops, the revenue, and the 
Sovereignty of the provinces, beyond the Alps. 
He admonifhes the emperor to confult the cjic- 
. tates of juflice ; to diftruft the arts of thol£ venal 
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flatterers , who fubfift only by the difeord of 
princes ; and to embrace the offer of a fair and 
honourable treaty, equally advantageous to the 
republic, and to the houfe of Conftantine. In 
this negociation Julian claimed no more than he 
already poffeffed. The delegated authority which 
he had long exercifed over the provinces of Gaul, 
Spain , and Britain , was {fill obeyed under a 
name more independent and augufl. The fol- 
diers and the people rejoiced in a revolution 
which was not flained even with the blood of 
the guilty. Florentius was a fugitive; Lupici- 
nus a prifoner. The perfons who were difaffedted 
to the new government were difarmed and fe- 
cured ; and the vacant offices were diflributed, 
according to the recommendation of merit, by a 
prince, who defpifed the intrigues of the palace, 
and the clamours of the foldiers **. 

The negociations of peace were accompanied 
and fupported by the moft vigorous preparations 
for war. The army, which Julian held in rea- 
dinefs for immediate a&ion, was recruited and 
augmented by the diforders of the times. The 
cruel perfecution of the faction of Magnentius 
had filled Gaul with numerous bands of outlaws 
and robbers. They cheerfully accepted the offer 
of a general pardon from a prince whom they 
could truft, fubmitted to the reftraints of mili- 
tary difeipline, and retained only their impla- 
cable hatred to the perfon and government of 
Conftantius ,7 . As foon as the feafon of the 
year permitted Julian to take the field, he 
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appeared at the head of his legions; threw a bridge 
over the Rhine in the neighbourhood of Cleves ; 
and prepared to chaftife the perfidy of the At- 
tuarii , a tribe of Franks , who prefumed that 
they might ravage, with impunity, the frontiers 
of a divided empire. The difficulty , as well as 
glory, of this enterprize, confided in a laborious 
march; and Julian had conquered, as foon as 
he could penetrate into a country , which former 
princes had confidered as inacceffible. After he 
had given peace to the Barbarians, the emperor 
carefully vilited the fortifications along the Rhine 
from Cleves to Bafil; furveyed, with peculiar 
attention, the territories which he had recovered 
from the hands of the Alemanni , palled through 
Befan^on '* , which had feverely differed from 
their fury , and fixed Jiis head-quarters at Vienna 
for the enfuing winter. The barrier of Gaul 
was improved and ftrengthened with additional 
fortifications; and Julian entertained fome hopes, 
that the Germans, whom he had fo often van- 
quilhed, might, in his abfence, be retrained, 
by the terror of his name. Vandomair was the 
only prince of the Alemanni, whom he efteemed 
or feared ; and while the fubtle Barbarian affeded 
to obferve the faith of treaties , the progrefs of 
his arms threatened the ftate with an unfeafon- 
able and dangerous war. The policy of Julian 
condefcended to furprife the prince of the Ale- 
manni by his own arts; and Vadomair, who, in 
the character of a friend, had incautioufiy ac- 
cepted an invitation from the Roman governors. 
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was feized in the midft of the entertainment , 
and fent away prifoner into the heart of Spain. 
Before the Barbarians were recovered from their 
amazement , the emperor appeared in arms on 
the banks of the Rhine , and , once more crofling 
the river , renewed the deep impreflfions of terror 
and refpedt which had been already made by four 
preceding expeditions *\ 

The ambafiadors of Julian had been inftructed 
to execute, with the utmoft diligence, their im- 
portant commillion. But, in their paflage through 
Italy and Ulyricum , they were detained by the 
tedious and affedled delays of the provincial go- 
vernors; they were conducted by flow journies 
from Conftantinople to Csefarea in Cappadocia; 
and when at length they were admitted to the 
prefence of Conftantius , tjiey found that he had 
already conceived , from the difpatches of his 
own officers/ the moft unfavourable opinion of 
the conduct of Julian, and of the Gallic army. 
The letters were heard with impatience ; the 
trembling meflengers were difmifled with indig- 
nation and contempt; and the looks, the gef- 
tures , the furious language of the monarch , ex- 
prefled the diforder of his foul. The domeflic 
connection , which might have reconciled the 
brother and the hufband of Helena , was recently 
diflolved by the death of that princefs , whofe 
pregnancy had been feveral times fruitlefs , and 
was at laft fatal to hcrfelf". The emprefs Eu- 
febia had preferved to the lall moment of her 
life the warm , and even jealous , afiedtion which 
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Ihe had conceived for Julian; and her mild in- chap. 
fluence might have moderated the refentment of xxii. 
a prince , who , fince her death , was abandoned 
to his own paflions, and to the arts of his eu- 
nuchs. But the terror of a foreign invafion 
obliged him to fufpend the punifhmcnt of a pri- 
vate enemy; he continued his march towards the 
confines of Perfia , and thought it fufficient to 
fignify the conditions which might entitle Julian 
and his guilty followers to the clemency of their 
offended fovereign. He required, that the pre- 
fumptuous Ctefar fiiould exprefsly renounce the 
appellation and rank of Auguffus , which he had 
accepted from the rebels ; that he fiiould defeend 
to his former Ration of a limited and dependent 
minifter; that he fhould veft the powers of the 
Rate and army in the hands of thofe officers who 
were appointed by the Imperial court; and that 
he fiiould truft his fafety to the affurances of 
pardon, which were announced by Epidetus , a 
Gallic bifiiop, and one of the Arian favourites 
of Conftantius. Several months were ineffec- 
tually confumed in a treaty which was negociated 
at the diftance of three thoufand miles between 
Paris and Antioch ; and , as foon as Julian per- 
ceived that his moderate and refpedful behaviour 
ferved only to irritate the pride of an implacable 
adverfary, he boldly refolved to commit his life 
and fortune to the chance of a civil war. He 
gave a public and military audience to the 
quseftor Leonas : the haughty epiftle of Conftan- 
tius was read to the attentive multitude; and 
Vol. IV. B 
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c H a p. Julian protefted , with the moll flattering defer- 
xxu. ence , that he was ready to refign the title of 
Auguftus, if he could obtain the confent of thofe 
whom he acknowledged as the authors of his 
elevation. The faint propofal was impetuoufly 
filenced;' and the acclamations of “ Julian Au- 
“ guftus, continue to, reign, by the authority of 
cc the army, of the people, of the republic, 
<c which you have faved , ” thundered at once 
from every part of the field , and terrified the 
pale ambaflador of Conftantius. A part of the 
letter was afterwards read , in which the emperor 
arraigned the ingratitude of Julian, whom he 
had inverted with the honours of the purple; 
whom he had educated w’ith fo much care and 
tendernefs; whom )ie had preferved in his in- 
fancy, when he was left a helplefs orphan; “ an 
<c orphan ! ” interrupted Julian , who juftified his 
caufe by indulging his paflions: “ Does the af- 
<c faflin of my family reproach me that I was 
“ left an orphan ? He urges me to revenge 
“ thofe injuries , which I have long ftudied to 
<c forget.” The aflembly was difmiffed; and 
Leonas, who, with fome difficulty, had been 
protected from the popular fury, was fent back 
to his mailer, with an epiftle, in which Julian 
expreffed, in a ftrain of the mod vehement elo- 
quence, the fentimeuts of contempt, of hatred, 
and of refentment, which had been fuppreffed 
and embittered by the diflimulation of twenty- 
years. After this meffage, which might be con- 
fidcred as a fignal of irreconcileable war, Julian, 
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•who , fome weeks before , had celebrated the char 
C hriftian feftival of the Epiphany 11 , made a xxn - 
public declaration that he committed the care of 
his fafety to the IMMORTAL GODS; and thus pub- 
licly renounced the religion, as well as the frJend- 
fhip , of Conftantius **. 

The fituation of Julian required a vigorous Julian ttr«* 
and immediate refolution. He had difcovered , ^ y 
from intercepted letters, that his adverfary , fa- c<>n»au. 
crificing the intereft of the ftate to that of the t,us * 
monarch, had again excited the Barbarians to 
invade the provinces of the Weft. The pofition 
of two magazines, one of them collected on the 
banks of the lake of Conftance, the other formed 
at the foot of the Cottian Alps, feemed to indi- 
cate the march of two armies; and the fize of 
thofe magazines, each of which confifted of fix 
hundred thoufand quarters of wheat, or rather 
flour 14 , was a threatening evidence of the ftrength 
and numbers of the enemy, who prepared to 
furround him. But the Imperial legions were 
ftill in their diftant quartern of Afia; the Da* 
rube was feebly guarded; and if Julian could 
occupy, by a fudden incurfion, the important # 
provinces of IUyricumj he might exped that a 
people of foldiets would refort to his ftandard, 
and that the rich mines of gold and filver would 
contribute to the expences of the civil War. He 
propofed this bold enterprife to the afferttbly of 
the foldiers; infpired them with a juft confidence 
in their general, and in themfelves; and exhort- 
ed them to maintain their reputation, of being 
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chap, terrible to the enemy, moderate to their fellow. 
xxii. citizens, and obedient to their officers. His 
fpirited difcourfe was received with the loudcft 
acclamations, and the fame troops which had 
taken up arms again R ConRantius , when he fum- 
moned them to leave Gaul, now declared with 
alacrity , that they would follow Julian to the 
fartheft extremities of Europe or Afia. The oath 
of fidelity was adminiRered ; and the foldiers, 
claffiing their fliields , and pointing their drawn 
fwords to their throats, devoted themfelves , with 
horrid imprecations, to the fervice of a leader 
whom they celebrated as the deliverer of Gaul , 
and the Conqueror of the Germans **. This 
folemn engagement, which feemed to be didated 
by affedion , rather than by duty , was fingly 
oppofed by Nebridius, who had been admitted 
to the office of Praetorian praefed. That faith- 
ful miniRer, alone and unaflifted, afferted the 
rights of ConRantius in the midR of an armed 
and angry multitude, to whofe fury he had almoft 
fallen an honourable , but ufelefs , facrifice. After 
lofing one of his hands by the Rroke of a fword, 
he embraced the knees of the prince whom he 
* had offended. Julian covered the praefed with 
his Imperial mantle , and proteding him from 
the zeal of his followers, difmiffed. him to his 
own houfe, with lefs refped than was perhaps 
due to .the virtue of an enemy **. The high 
office of Nebridius was beRowed on SalluR; and 
the provinces of Gaul, which were now delivered 
from the intolerable oppreflion of taxes , enjoyed 
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the mild and equitable adminidration of the friend chap. 
of Julian, who was permitted to pradife thofe xxii. 
virtues which he had indilled into the mind of 
his pupil 17 . 

The hopes of Julian depended much lefs on Hit march 
the number of his troops, than on the celerity of jjh™ e th f nt0 
his motions. In the execution of a daring en- niyricum. 
terprife, he availed himfelf of every precaution, 
as far as prudence could fugged; and where 
prudence could no longer accompany his deps, 
he truded the event to valour and to fortune. 

In the neighbourhood of Bafd he affembled and 
divided his army **. One body, which confided 
of ten thoufand men, was directed, under the 
command ofNevitta, general of the cavalry, to 
advance through the midland parts of Rhaetia 
and Noricum. A fimilar divifion of troops , under 
the orders of Jovius and Jovinus, prepared to 
follow the oblique courfe of the highways , 
through the Alps and the northern confines of 
Italy. The indrudions to the generals were 
conceived with energy and precifion : to haden 
their march in clofe and compad columns, which, 
according to the difpofition of the ground, might 
readily be changed into any order of battle ; to 
fecure themfelves againd the furprifes of the night 
by drong pods and vigilant guards ; to prevent * 
redftance by their unexpeded arrival ; to elude 
examination by their fudden departure; to fpread 
the opinion of their drength , and the terror of 
his name; and to join their fovereign under the 
walls of Sirmium. For himfelf, Julian had 
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chap, referred a more difficult and extraordinary part, 
xxji, He fele&ed three thoufand brave and adive 
volunteers, refolved , like their leader, to caft 
behind them every hope of a retreat: at the head 
of this faithful band , he fearlefsly plunged into 
the recedes of the Marcian, or black forefl:, which 
conceals the fources of the Danube ” ; and , for 
many days, the fate of Julian was unknown to 
the world. The fecrecy of his march, his dili- 
gence, and vigour, furmounted every obftacle; 
he forced his way over mountains and moraffes, 
occupied the bridges or fwam the rivers, pur- 
fued his dired courfe **, without refleding whe- 
ther he travelled the territory of the Romans or 
of the Barbarians, and at length emerged, be- 
tween Ratifbon and Vienna, at the place where 
he defigned to embark his troops on the Danube. 
By a well - concerted flratagem, he feized a fleet 
of light brigantines ”, as it lay at anchor; fecured 
a fupply of coarfe provifions fufficient to fatisfy 
the indelicate, but voracious, appetite of a Gal- 
lic army ; and boldly committed himfelf to the 
flream of the Danube. The labours of his ma- 
riners , who plied their oars with inceffant dili- 
gence, and the Ready continuance of a favourable 
wind , carried his fleet above feven hundred mil^s 
* in eleven days ” ; and he had already difembarked 
his troops at Bononia, only nineteen miles from 
Sirmium , before his enemies could receive any 
certain intelligence that he had left the banks of 
the Rhine. In the courfe of this long and rapid 
navigation , the mind of Julian was fixed on the 
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objetft of his entcrprife ; and though he accepted chat. 
the deputation of fome cities, which haftened to xxii. 
claim the merit of an early fubmilTion , he paired 
before the hoftile Rations, which were placed 
along the river, without indulging the temptation 
of fignalizing an ufelefs and ill - timed valour. 

The banks of the Danube were crowded on either 
fide with fpedlators, who gazed on the military 
pomp , anticipated the importance of the event , 
and diflfufed through the adjacent country the 
fame of a young bero, who advanced with more 
than mortal fpeed at the head of the innumerable 
forces of the Weft. Lucilian, who, with the 
rank of general of the cavalry , commanded the 
military powers of Illyricum, was alarmed and 
perplexed by the doubtful reports, which he 
could neither rejedt nor believe. He had taker* 
fome flow and irrefolute meafures for the purpofe 
of colledling his troops, when he was furprifed 
by Dagalaiphus , an adtive officer, whom Julian, 
as foon as he landed at Bononia, had puflied 
forwards with fome light infantry. The captive „ 

general, uncertain of his life or death, was haftily 
thrown upon a horfe, and conducted to the pre- 
fence of Julian ; who. kindly raifed him from the 
ground, and difpelled the terror and amazement 
which feemed to ftupify his faculties. • But Lu- 
cilian had no fooner recovered his fpirits, than he 
betrayed his want of difcretion, by prefuming 
to admonilb his conqueror, that he had ralfily 
ventured, with a handful of men, to expofe his 
perfon in the midft of bis enemies. “Referve 
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He juftifies 
his caufc. 


“ for your matter Conftantius thcfe timid remon- 
K ftrances, ” replied Julian, with a fmile of con- 
tempt; “ when 1 gave you my purple to kifs, 
“ 1 received you not as a counfellor, but as a 
K fuppliant. ” Confcious that fuccefs alone could 
juftify his attempt, and that boldnefs only could 
command fuccefs, he inttantly advanced, at the 
head of three thoufand foldiers , to attack the 
ftrongeft and raoft populous city of the Illyrian 
provinces. As he entered the long fuburb of 
Sirmium , he was received by the joyful accla- 
mations of the army and people ; who , crowned 
with flowers, and holding lighted tapers in their 
hands, conduded their acknowledged fovereign 
to his Imperial refidence. Two days were de- 
voted to the public joy, which was celebrated by 
the games of the Circus ; but , early on the 
morning of the third day , Julian marched to 
occupy the narrow pafs of Sued , in the defiles of 
IVlount Hxmus ; which, almoft in the mid -way 
between Sirmium and Conftantinople, feparates 
the provinces of Thrace and Dacia , by an abrupt 
defeent towards the former, and a gentle decli- 
vity on the fide of the latter 3I . The defence of 
this important port was entrufted to the brave 
Nevitta ; who, as well as the generals of the 
Italian divifion, fuccefsfully executed the plan of 
the march and jundion which their matter had 
fo ably conceived ,4 . 

The homage which Julian obtained, from the 
fears or the inclination of the people, extended 
far beyond .the immediate effed of his arms 
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The praefedlures of Italy and Illyricum were ad- 
miniftered by Taurus and Florentius, who united 
that important office with the vain honours of the 
confulfhip ; and as thofe magiftrates had retired 
with precipitation to the court of Afia, Julian* 
who could not always reftrain the levity of his 
temper, ftigmatized their flight by adding, in all 
the Adis of the Year, the epithet of fugitive to 
the names of the two confuls. The provinces 
which had been deferted by their firft magiftrates 
acknowledged the authority of an emperor, who* 
conciliating the qualities of a foldier with thofe 
of a philofopher, was equally admired in the 
camps of the Danube, and in the cities of Greece. 
From his palace , or, more properly, from his 
head- quarters of Sirmium and Naifius, he diftri- 
buted to the principal cities of the empire , a 
laboured apology for his own condudt; publifhed 
the fecret difpatches of Conftantius ; and folicited 
the judgment of mankind between two compe- 
titors , the one of whom had expelled , and the 
other had invited, the Barbarians Julian, 

whole mind was deeply wounded by the reproach 
of ingratitude , afpired to maintain , by argument 
as well as by arms, the fuperior merits of his 
caufe; and to excel, not only in the arts of war, 
but in thofe of compofition. His epiftle to the 
fenate and people of Athens ,7 feems to have been 
dictated by an elegant enthufiafm ; which prompted 
him to fubmit his adlions and his motives to the 
degenerate Athenians of his own times, with the 
fame humble deference , as if he had been pleading, 
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in the days of Ariflides , before the tribunal of 
the Areopagus. His application to the fenate of 
Home, which was Hill permitted to bellow the 
titles of Imperial power, was agreeable to the 
forms of the expiring republic. An affembly was 
fummoned by Tcrtullus , pr?efed of the city; the 
epiflle of Julian was read; and as he appeared 
to be mailer of Italy, his claims were admitted 
without a difienting voice. His oblique cenfure 
of the innovations of Conflantine , and his paf- 
fionate invedive againfl the vices of Conflantius, 
were heard with lefs fatisfadion ; and the fenate, 
as if. Julian had been prefent, unanimoufly ex- 
claimed, “Refped, we befeech you, the author 
“ of your own fortune ” An artful expreflion , 
which, according to the chance of war, might 
be differently explained ; as a manly reproof of 
the ingratitude of the ufurper, or as a flattering 
confedion , that a fingle ad of fuch benefit to the 
flate ought to atone for all the failings of Con- 
flantius. 

The intelligence of the march and rapid pro- 
grefs of Julian was fpeedily tranfmitted to his 
rival, who, by the retreat of Sapor, had obtained 
fome refpite from the Perfian war. Difguifing 
the anguifh of his foul under the femblance of 
contempt, Conflantius profefied his intention of 
returning into Europe, and of giving chace to 
Julian ; for he never fpoke of this military expe- 
dition in any other light than that of a hunting 
party In the camp of Hierapolis, in Syria, 
he communicated this defign to his army; flightly 
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mentioned the guilt and ralhnefs of the C?efar; and 
ventured to allure them, that if the mutineers of 
Gaul prefumed to meet them in the field, they 
would be unable to fuftain the fire of their eyes, 
and the irrefiflible weight of their Ihout of onfet. 
The fpeech of the emperor was received with 
military applaufe, andTheodotus , the prefident of 
the council of Hierapolis, requelled, with tears of 
adulation, that his city might be adorned with 
the head of the vanquifhed rebel 4 \ A chofen 
detachment was difpatched away in poll-waggons, 
to fecure, if it were yet pollible, the pafs of 
Succi ; the recruits, the horfes, the arms, and 
the magazines which had been prepared againft 
Sapor, were appropriated to thefervice of the civil 
war ; and the domellic victories of Confhntius 
infpired his partifans with the moft fanguine afiur- 
ances of fuccefs. The notary Gaudentius had oc- 
cupied in his name the provinces of Africa; the 
fubfiflcnce of Rome .was intercepted ; and the 
diftrefs of Julian was incrcafed , by an unexpected 
event, which might have been productive of fatal 
confequcnces. Julian had received the fubmiffion of 
two legions and a cohort of archers, who were 
flationed atSirmium ; but he fufpected ,< with reafon , 
the fidelity of thofe troops, which had been diftin- 
guilhed by the emperor; and it was thought ex- 
pedient, under the pretence of the expofed Hate 
of the Gallic frontier, to difmifs them from the 
moll important fcene of adlion. They advanced , 
with relu&ance , as far as the confines of Italy ; 
but as they dreaded the length of the way, and 
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c H a p. the favage fiercenefs of the Germans, they re- 
xxil. folved, by the inftigation of one of their tribunes , 
to halt at Aquileia, and to eretft the banners of 
Conftantius on the walls of that impregnable 
city. The vigilance of Julian perceived at once 
the extent of the mifchief, and the neceffity of 
applying an immediate remedy. By his order , 
Jovinus led back a part of the army into Italy; 
and the fiege of Aquileia was formed with dili- 
gence, and profecnted with vigour. But the 
legionaries, who fecmed to have rejected the 
yoke of difcipline, conducted the defence of the 
place with fkill and perfeverance , invited the reft 
of Italy to imitate the example of their courage 
and loyalty; and threatened the retreat of Julian, 
if he Ihould be forced to yield to the fuperior 
numbers of the armies of the Eaft ". 
unci death But the humanity of Julian was preferved from 
ofc«n. the cruel alternative, which he pathetically laments, 
a. d. jit, °f deftroying, or of being himfelf deftroyed : and 
No». 3. the feafonable death of Conftantius delivered the 
Roman empire from the calamities of civil war. 
The approach of winter could not detain the 
monarch at Antioch ; and his favourites durft 
not oppofe his impatient defire of revenge. A 
flight fever, which was perhaps occafioned by 
the agitation of his fpirits, was increafed by the 
fatigues of the journey; and Conftantius was 
obliged to halt at the little town of Mopfucrene, 
twelve miles beyond Tarfus, where he expired, 
after a fhort illnefs, in the forty - fifth year of 
his age, and the twenty -fourth of his reign 4 \ 
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His genuine character, which was compofed of c H a p. 
pride and weaknefs, of fuperftition ' and cruelty, xxii. 
has been fully difplayed in the preceding narrative 
of civil and ecclefiaftical events. The long abufe 
of power rendered him a confiderable objed in 
the eyes of his contemporaries ; but as perfonal 
merit can alone deferve the notice of poflerity, 
the laft of the fons of Conftantine may be 
difmiffed from the world with the remark , that 
he inherited the defects, without the abilities, 
of his father. Before Conftantius expired, he 
is faid to have named Julian for his fucceffor; 
nor does it feem improbable, that his anxious 
concern for the fate of a young and tender wife, 
whom he left with child, may have prevailed, 
in his laft moments, over the harfher paflions 
of hatred and revenge. Eufebius, and his guilty 
aftociates, made a faint attempt to prolong the 
reign of the eunuchs, by the eledion of another 
emperor: but their intrigues were rejeded with 
difdain by an army which now abhorred the 
thought of civil difcord; and two officers of rank 
were inftantly difpatched, to affure Julian, that 
every fword in the empire would he drawn for 
his fervice. The military defigns of that prince, 
who had formed three different attacks againft 
Thrace, were prevented by this fortunate event. 

Without fhedding the blood of his fellow-citizens, 
he efcaped the dangers of a doubtful conflid, 
and acquired the advantages of a complete vidory. 

Impatient to vifit the place of his birth , and the 
new capital of the empire, he advanced from 
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Naiflus through the mountains of Htemus, and 
the cities of Thrace. When he reached Heraclea, 
at the diftance of fixty miles, all ConftanUnople 
was poured forth to receive him; and he made 
his triumphal entry, amidft the dutiful acclamations 
of the foldiers , the people, and the fenate. An 
innumerable multitude prefied around him with 
eager refped; and were perhaps difappointed 
when they beheld the fmall ftature, and fimple 
garb, of a hero, whofe unexperienced youth had 
vanquilhed the Barbarians of Germany , and who 
had now travelled, in a fuccefsful career, the 
whole continent of Europe , from the Ihores of the 
Atlantic to thofe of the Bofphorus A few 
days afterwards, when the remains of the deceafed 
emperor were landed in the harbour, the fubjedls 
of Julian applauded the real or affedted humanity 
of their fovereign. On foot, without his diadem, 
and clothed in a mourning habit, he accompanied 
the funeral as far as the church of the Holy 
Apoftles, where the body was depofited: and 
if thefe marks of refpedt may be interpreted as a 
felfilh tribute to the birth and dignity of his Im- 
perial kinfman, the tears of Julian profefTed to 
the world , that he had forgot the injuries , and 
remembered only the obligations, which he had 
received from Conftantius 4 \ As foon as the 
legions of Aquileia were allured of the death of 
the emperor, they opened the gates of the city, 
and, by the facrifice of their guilty leaders, ob*. 
tained an eafy pardon from the prudence or lenity 
of Julian j who, in the thirty-fecond year of his 
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age , Required the undifputed pofleflion of the chap. 
Roman empire 4! . xxu. 

Philofophy had inftrudted Julian to compare His civil 
the advantages of adtion and retirement ; but ? ovcrn - 
the elevation of his birth , and the accidents of private 
his life, never allowed him the freedom of choice. ,ift - 
He might perhaps fincerely have preferred the 
groves of the academy, and the fociety of Athens; 
but he was conflrained , at hill by the will, and 
afterwards by the injuftice, of Conftantius , to 
expofe his perfon and fame to the dangers of 
Imperial greatnefs; and to make himfelf account- 
able to the world, and to poflerity , .for the hap- 
pinefs of millions 4 *. Julian recolledted with 
terror the obfervation of his mailer Plato 47 , that 
the government of our flocks and herds is always 
committed to beings of a fuperior fpecies; and 
that the conduct of nations requires and deferves 
the celeftial powers of the Gods or of the Genii. 

From this principle he juflly concluded, that the 
man who prefumes to reign , Ihould afpire to the 
perfection of the divine nature; that he Ihould 
purify his foul from her mortal and terrellrial 
part; that he Ihould extinguilh his appetites, en- 
lighten his underllanding , regulate his paflions, 
and fubdue the wild bead, which, according to 
the lively metaphor of Ariftotle 4 *, feldom fails 
to afeend the throne of a defpot. The throne 
of Julian , which the death of Conftantius fixed 
on an independent bafis, was the feat of reafon, 
of virtue, and perhaps of vanity. He defpifed the 
honours, renounced the pleafurcs , and difchargcd 
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chap, with inceffant diligence the duties, of his &calted 
xxii. ftation; and there were few among his iubjccts 
who would have confented to relieve him from 
the weight of the diadem, had they been ob- 
liged to fubmit their time and their adions to 
the rigorous laws which their philofophic emperor 
impofed on himfelf. One of his moll intimate 
friends ”, who had often fhared the frugal 
fimplicity of his tSble , has remarked , that his 
light and fparing diet (which was ufually of the 
vegetable kind) left his mind and body always 
free and adive, for the various and important 
bufinefs of ap author, a pontiff, a magiftrate, a 
general, and a prince. In one and the fame day, 
he gave audience to feveral ambaffadors, and 
wrote, or didated , a great number of letters to 
his generals , his civil magiftrates , his private 
friends, and the different cities of his dominions. 
He liftened to the memorials which had been 
received, confidered the fubjed of the petitions, 
and fignified his intentions more rapidly than 
they could be taken in fhort-hand by the dili- 
gence of his fecretaries. He pofleffed fuch flex- 
ibility of thought, and fuch firmnefsof attention, 
that he could employ his hand to write, his ear 
to liften, and his voice to didate; and purfue at 
once three feveral trains of ideas, without hefi- 
tation , and without error. While his miniflers 
repofed, the prince flew with agility from one 
labour to another, and, after a hafty dinner, re- 
tired into his library , till the public bufinefs, which 
he had appointed for the evening, fummoned 

him 
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him to interrupt the profecution of his Rudies. 
The fupper of the emperor was ftill lefs fubllantial 
than the former meal ; his fleep was never clouded 
by the fumes of indigeftion; and, except in the 
fhort interval of a marriage, which was the effedl 
of policy rather than love, the chafte Julian never 
fhared his bed with a female companion He 
was foon awakened by the entrance of frefh 
fecretaries, who had fiept the preceding day ; and 
his fervants were obliged to wait alternately, 
while their indefatigable mailer allowed himfelf 
fcarcely any other refrefhment than the change of 
occupations. The predecelTors of Julian, his uncle, 
his brother, and his coufin, indulged their puerile 
tafle for the games of the circus , under the 
fpecious pretence of complying with the inclina- 
tions of the people ; and they frequently remained 
the greateft part of the day , as idle fpedlators , 
and as a part of the fplendid fpedtacle , till the 
ordinary round of twenty - four races JI was 
completely finiflied. On folemn feftivals, Julian, 
who felt and profelfed an unfalhinnable diflike 
to thefe frivolous amufements , condefcended to 
appear in the circus } and after bellowing a 
carelefs glance on five or fix of the races , he 
hallily withdrew, with the impatience of a philo- 
fopher, who confidered every moment as loll, 
that was not devoted to the advantage of the 
public, or the improvement of his own mind s \ 
By this avarice of time , he feemed to protradl 
the Ihort duration of his reign ; and if the dates 
•were lefs fecurely afcertained , we fliould refufe. 
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. to believe , that only fixtcen months elapfed 
between the death of Conftantius and the depar- 
ture of his fnccefl'or for the Perfian war. ‘ The 
adions of Julian can only be preferved by the care 
of the hiitorian ; but the portion of his voluminous 
writings , which is frill extant , remains as a 
monument of the application , as well as of the 
genius, of the emperor. The iVlifopogon, the 
Ctefars, feveral of his orations, and his elaborate 
work againft the Chrifrian religion, were compofed 
in the long nights of the two winters, the former 
of which he paHed at Conftantinople , and the 
latter at Antioch. 

The reformation of the Imperial court was 
one of the lirft and moft neceffary ads of the 
government of Julian Soon after his entrance 
into the palace of Conftantinople, he had occft- 
fion for the fervice of a barber. An officer, 
magnificently dreffed , immediately prefented 
himfelf. cc It is a barber, ” exclaimed the prince, 
with affeded furprife , “ that I want, and not a 
“ receiver-general of the finances ” He quef- 
tioned the man concerning the profits of his 
employment; and was informed, that befides a 
large falary , and fome valuable perquifites , he 
enjoyed a daily allowance for twenty fervants , 
and as many horfes. A thoufand barbers , a 
thoufand cup-bearers, a thoufand cooks, were 
diftributed in the feveral offices of luxury; and 
the number of eunuchs could be compared only 
with the infeds of a fummer’s day The 

monarch who refigne.d to his fubjcds the 
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fuperiority of merit and virtue, was didinguilhed 
by the oppreffive magnificence of his drefs, his 
table, his buildings, and his train. The (lately 
palaces erected by Condantine and his fons, were 
decorated with many coloured maibles , and 
ornaments of mafiy gold. The mod exquifite 
dainties were procured , to gratify their pride, 
rather than their tade; birds of the mod didant 
climates, fifh from the mod remote feas, fruits out 
of their natural feafon, winter rofes , and fummer 
fnows **. The domedic crowd of the palace 
furpafTed the expence of the legions ; yet the 
fmalled part of this codly multitude was fubfer- 
vient to the ufe, or even to the fplendor, of the 
throne. The monarch was difgraced , and the 
people was injured, by the creation and fale of 
an infinite number of obfcure , and even titular 
employments, and the mod worthlefs of mankind 
might purchafe the privilege of being maintained, 
without the neceffity of labour, from the public 
revenue. The wade of an enormous hotifehold, 
the encreafe of fees and perquifites, which were 
foon claimed as a lawful debt, and the bribes 
which they extorted from tliofe who feared their 
enmity, or folicited their favour, fuddenly enriched 
thefe haughty menials. They abufed their fortune, 
without conlidering their pad, or their future, 
condition ; and their rapine and venality could 
be equalled only by the extravagance of their 
dillipations. Their filken robes were embroidered 
with gold , their tables were ferved with delicacy 
and profufion ; the houi'es which they built for 
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chap, their own ufe , would have covered the farm 
xxii. of an ancient conful ; and the mod honourable 
citizens were obliged to difmount from their 
horfes , and refpedfully to falute an eunuch 
whom they met on the public highway. The 
luxury of the palace excited the contempt and 
indignation of Juliah , who ufually flept on the 
ground, who yielded with reluctance to the 
indifpenfable calls of nature ; and who placed 
his vanity, not in emulating, but in defpifing , 
the pomp of royalty. By the total extirpation 
of a mifehief which was magnified even beyond 
its real extent, he was impatient to relieve the 
diftrefs , and to appeafe the murmurs , of the 
people; who fupport with lefs uneafinefs the 
weight of taxes, if they are convinced that the 
fruits of their induftry are appropriated to the 
fervice of the ftate. But in the execution df this 
falutary work' , Julian is accufed of proceeding 
with too much hafte and inconfiderate feverity. 
By a fi ngle edidl , he reduced the palace of 
Conftantinople to an immenfe defert, and difmiffed 
with ignominy the whole train of flaves and 
dependents ” , without providing any juft , or 
at lcaft benevolent , exceptions , for the age , 
the fervices , or the poverty , of the faithful 
domcftics of the Imperial family. Such indeed 
was the temper of Julian, who feldom recolle&ed 
the fundamental maxim of Ariftotle , that true 
virtue is placed at an equal diftance between 
the oppofite vices. The fplendid and effeminate 
drefs of the Afiatics , the curls and paint, the 


Digitized by Googl 


Ln 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 37 

collars and bracelets , which had appeared fo ri- 
diculous in the perfon of Conflantine, were con- 
Jiftently rejected by his philofophic fucceffor. 
But with the fopperies , Julian affeded to re- 
nounce the decencies , of drefs ; and feemed to 
value himfelf for his negled of the laws of clean- 
linefs. In a fatirical performance , which was 
defigned for the public eye, the emperor defcants 
with pleafure, and even with pride, on the length 
of his nails, and the inky blacknefs of his hands; 
protefts , that although the greateft part of his 
body was covered with hair, the ufe of the razor 
was confined to his head alone; and celebrates, 
with vifiblc complacency, the fhaggy and popu- 
lous " beard, which he fondly cherilhed, after 
the example of the philofophers of Greece. Had 
Julian confulted the fimple dictates of reafon , 
the firfl: magiftrate of the Romans would have 
fcorned the affedation of Diogenes, as well as 
that of Darius. 

But the work of public reformation would 
have remained impeded, if Julian had only cor- 
reded the abufes, without punilhing the crimes, 
of his prcdeceffor’s reign. ** We are now de- 
<c livered , ” fays he , in a familiar letter to one 
of his intimate friends , ** we are now furprifingly 
** delivered from the voracious jaws of the Hy- 
“ dra I do not mean to apply that epithet 
to my brother Conftantius. He is no more; 
may the earth lie light on his head! But his 
“ artful and cruel favourites ftudied to deceive 
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C h a p. ct and exafperate a prince , whofe natural mild- 
XX i r. tc nefs cannot be praifed without fome efforts of 

“ adulation. It is not, however, my intention, 
“ that even thofe men fhould be opprefTed : they 
“are accufed , and they (hall enjoy the benefit 
“ of a fair and impartial trial. ” To condutfl 
this enquiry, Julian named fix judges of the 
higheft rank in the Rate and army ; and as he 
wifhed to efcape the reproach of condemning his 
perfonal enemies , he fixed this extraordinary 
tribunal at Chalcedon, on the Afiatic fide of the 
Bofphorus; and transferred to the commiffioners 
an abfolute power to pronounce and execute their 
final fentence, without delay, and without appeal. 
The office of prelident was exercifed by the ve- 
nerable prcefetft of the Eaft, a fccond Salluft **, 
whofe virtues conciliated the efteem of Greek 
fophifts, and of Chriftian bifhops. He was af- 
fixed by the eloquent Mamertinus “, one of the 
confuls eledt, whofe merit is loudly celebrated 
by the doubtful evidence of his own applaufe. 
But the civil wifdom of two magiflrates was 
overbalanced by the ferocious violence of four 
generals, Nevitta, Agilo, Jovinus, and Arbetio. 
Arberio , whom the public would have fcen 
with lefs furprife at the bar than on the bench , 
was fuppofed to poffefs the fecret of the com- 
miffion ; the armed and angry leaders of the 
Jovian and Herculian bands encompaffed the 
tribunal , and the judges were alternately fwayed 
by the laws of juftice, and by the clamours of 
fadlion **. 
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The chamberlain Eufebius, who had fo long c h a i». 
amifed the favour of Conftantius » expiated, by xxii. 
an jgnomiflious death , the infolence, the- con up- >’»nwh. 
tion, and cruelty of his fervile reign. The exe- 
cutions of Paul and Apodemius (the former of and the 
whom was burnt alive ) were accepted as an in- EUllty ’ 
adequate atonement by the widows and orphans 
of fo many hundred Romans, whom thofe legal 
tyrants had betrayed and murdered. But Juftice 
herfelf (if we may ufe the pathetic expreftion of 
Ammianus •** ) appeared to weep over the fate 
of Urfulus, the treafurer of the empire; and his 
blood accufed the ingratitude of Julian , whofe 
diftrefs had been feafonably relieved by the in- 
trepid liberality of that honeft minifter. The 
rage»of the foldiers, whom he had provoked by 
his indiferetion , was the caufe and the excufe of 
his death; and the emperor, deeply wounded by 
his own reproaches and thofe of the public , of- 
fered fome confolation to the family of Urfulus, 
by the reftitution of his confifcated fortunes. 

Before the end of the year in which they had 
been adorned with the enfigns of the prefecture 
and confulfhip * 4 , Taurus and Florentius were 
reduced to implore the clemency of the inex- 
orable tribunal of Chalcedon. The former was 
banifhed to Vercellae in Italy, and :\»fentcnce of 
death was pronounced againft the latter. A wife 
prince fhould have rewarded the c#me of Tau- 
rus : the faithful minifter K when he was* no 
longer able to oppofe the progrefs of a rebel , 
had taken refuge in the court of his benefactor 
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and his lawful fovereign. But the guilt of FI^- 
rentius juftified the feverity of the judges; ancL 
his efcape ferved to difplay the magnanimity of 
Julian ; who* nobly checked the interested dili- 
gence of an informer, and refufed to learn what 
place concealed the wretched fugitive' from his 
juft refentment **. Some months after the tri- 
bunal of Chalcedon had been diffolved, the prae- 
torian vicegerent of Africa , the notary Gauden- 
tius , and Artemius ** duke of Egypt , were exe- 
cuted at Antioch. Artemius had reigned the 
cruel and corrupt tyrant of a great province ; 
Gaudentius had long pradifed the arts of ca- 
lumny againft the innocent , the virtuous , and 
even the perfon of Julian himfelf. Yet the 
circumftances of their trial and condemnation 
were fo unfkilfully managed, that thefe wicked 
men obtained , in the public opinion , the glory 
of fuffering for the obftinate loyalty with which 
they bad fupported the caufe of Conftantius. 
The reft of his fervants were proteded by a ge- 
neral ad of oblivion; and they were left to enjoy 
with impunity the bribes which they had ac- 
cepted , either to defend the opprelTed , or to 
opprefs the friendlefs. This meafure , which, on 
the foundeft principles of policy, may deferve our 
approbation*, was executed in a manner which 
feemed to degrade the majefty of the throne. 
Julian was %rmented by the importunities of a 
multitude, particularly of Egyptians, who loudly 
redemanded the gifts which they had imprudently 
or illegally beljpwcd ; he forefaw the endlefs 
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profecution of vexatious fuits; and he engaged 
a promife , which ought always to have been 
facred , that if they would repair to Chalcedon , 
he would meet them in perfon, to hear and de- 
termine their complaints. But as foon as they 
were landed, he iffned an abfolute order, which 
prohibited the watermen from tranfporting any 
Egyptian to Conftantinople ; and thus detained 
his difappointed clients on the Afiatic (hore, till 
their patience and money being utterly exhaufted, 
they were obliged to return with indignant mur. 
murs to their native country f7 . 

The numerous army of fpies , of agents , and 
informers , enlifted by Conftantius to fecure the 
repofe of one man , and to interrupt that of mil- 
lions, was immediately difbanded by his gene- 
rous fuccefTor. Julian was flow in his fufpicions, 
and gentle in his punifhments; and his contempt 
of treafon was the refult of judgment , of vanity , 
and of courage. Confcious of fuperior merit , 
he was perfuadcd that few among his fubjeds 
would dare, to meet him in the field, to attempt 
his life , or even to feat themfelves on his vacant 
throne. The philofopher could excufe the hafty 
fallies of difcontent ; and the hero could defpil'e 
the ambitious projeds , which furpaffed the for- 
tune or the abilities of the rafh confpirators. A 
citizen of Ancyra had prepared for his own ufe 
a purple garment ; and this indifcreet adion , 
which , under the reign of Conftantius , would 
have been confidered as a capital offence ", was 
reported to Julian by the officious importunity 
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C ii A p. of a private enemy. The monarch , after making 
xxn. fome inquiry into the rank and character of his 
rival , difpatched the informer with a prefent 
of a pair of purple flippers , to complete the 
magnificence of his Imperial habit. A more 
. dangerous confpiracy was formed by ten of the 
domeftic guards , who had refolved to affaflinate 
Julian in the field of exercife near Antioch. 
Their intemperance revealed their guilt ; and 
they were conduded in chains to the prefence of 
their injured fovereign , who, after a lively re- 
prefentation of the wickednefs and folly of their 
enterprife, inftead of a death of torture, which 
they deferved and expeded , pronounced a fen- 
tence of exile againft the two principal offenders. 
The only inftance in which Julian feemed to de- 
part from his accuftomed clemency, was the exe- 
cution of a rafli youth , who with a feeble hand 
had afpired to feize the reins of empire. But that 
youth was the fon of Marcellus , the general 
of cavalry, who, in the firft campaign of the 
Gallic war , had deferted the ftandard of the 
Cuefar , and the republic. Without appearing to 
' indulge his perfonal refentment , Julian might 
eafily confound the crime of the fon and of the 
father ; but he was reconciled by the diftrefs of 
Marcellus, and the liberality of the emperor en- 
deavoured to heal the wound which had been 
1 inflided by the hand of juftice **. * 

Hit love of Julian was not infenfible of the advantages of 
and* 1 the' f ree dom 7 *. From his ftudies he had imbibed 
republic, the fpirit of ancient fages and heroes : his life 
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and fortunes had depended on the*caf>rice of a 
tyrant; and when he afcended the throne, his 
pride was fometimes mortified by the reflection , 

* that the (laves who would not dare to cenfure 
his defects , were not worthy to applaud his vir- 
tues He fincerely abhorred the fyftem of 
Oriental defpotifm , which Diocletian , Conftan- 
tine , and the patient habits of fourfcore years , 
had eflabliflied in the empire. A motive of fu- 
perftition prevented the execution of the defign 
which Julian had frequently meditated, of re- 
lieving his head from the weight of a coflly dia- 
dem 7 * : v but he abfolutely refufed the title of 
Dominus , or Lord 71 , a word which was grown fo 
familiar to the ears of the Romans , that they no 
longer remembered its fervile and humiliating 
origin. The office, or rather the name, of con- 
ful, was cherifhed by a prince who contemplated 
with reverence the ruins of the republic; and 
the fame behaviour which had been affumed by 
the prudence of Auguftus, was adopted by Julian 
from choice and inclination. On the calends of 
January, at break of day, the new confuls, Ma- 
mertinus and Nevitta, haftened to the palace to 
falute the emperor. As foon as he was informed 
of their approach, he leaped from his throne, 
eagerly advanced to meet them , and compelled 
the blufhing magiftrates to receive the demon- 
ftrations of his affedted humility. From the 
palace they proceeded to the fenate. The emperor, 
on foot^ marched before their Jitters ; and the 
gazing multitude admired the # image of ancient 
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c H A p. times, or*fe«ret]y blamed a condud , which, 
xxh. in their eyes , degraded the majefty of the pur- 
ple 7 \ But the behaviour of Julian was uni- 
formly fupported. During the games of the 
Circus, he had, imprudently or defignedly, per- 
•• formed the manumillion of a flave in the pre- 
fence of the conful. The moment he was re- 
minded that he had trefpaffed on the jurifdidion 
of another magiftrate , he condemned himfelf to 
pay a fine of ten pounds of gold; and embraced 
this public occafion of declaring to the world, 
that he was fubjed , like the reft of his felloTv- 
citizens , to the laws 7 ’, and even to the forms, 
of the republic. The fpirit of his adminiftra- 
tion , and his regard for the place of his nativity , 
induced Julian to confer on the fenate of Con- 
ftantinople , the fame honours , privileges , and 
authority, which were ftill enjoyed by the fenate 
of ancient Rome 7 *. A legal fidion was intro- 
duced , and gradually eftablilhed , that one half 
of the national council had migrated into the 
Eaft: and the defpotic fucceffors of Julian, ac- 
cepting the title of Senators, acknowledged them- 
* felves the members of a refpedable body , which 
was permitted to reprefent the majefty of the 
Roman name. From Conftantinople , the atten- 
tion of the monarch was extended to the muni- 
cipal fenates of the provinces. He abolilhed , 
by repeated edids , the unjuft and pernicious ex. 
emptions , which had withdrawn fo many idle 
citizens from th^ fervice of their country ; and 
by impofing an ec^ual diftribution of public duties, 
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he reftored the ftrength, the fplendor, or, accord- 
ing to the glowing expreftion of Libanius 77 , the 
foul of the expiring cities of his empire. The 
venerable age of Greece excited the mod tender 
compaflion in the mind of Julian ; which^kindled 
into rapture when he recollected the gads; the 
heroes ; and the men , fuperior to heroes and 
to gods ; who had bequeathed to the lateft 
pofterity the monuments of their genius , or the 
example of their virtues. He relieved the diftrefs, 
and reftored the beauty , of the cities of Epirus 
and Peloponnefus 7 *. Athens acknowledged him 
for her benefaCtor ; Argos , for her deliverer. 
The pride of Corinth , again rifing from her 
ruins with the honours of a Roman colony , 
exaCted a tribute from the adjacent republics, 
for the purpofe of defraying the games of the 
Ifthmus, which were celebrated in the amphithe- 
atre with the hunting of bears and panthers. From 
this tribute the cities of Elis, of Delphi, and of 
Argos , which had inherited from their remote 
anceftors the facred office of perpetuating the 
Olympic, the Pythian , and the Nemean games, 
claimed a juft exemption. The immunity of Elis 
and Delphi was refpeCted by the Corinthians; 
but the poverty of Argos tempted the infoJence 
of oppreflion; and the feeble complaints of its 
deputies were filenced by the decree of a provin- 
cial magiftrate, who feems to have confulted only 
the intereft of the capital, in which he refided. 
Seven years after this fentence, Julian 77 allowed 
the caufe to be referred to a fuperior tribunal; 
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and his eloquence was interpofed, moll probably 
with fuccefs , in the defence of a city, which 
had been the royal feat of Agamemnon *°, and 
had given to Macedonia a race of kings and 
conquerors 

The laborious adminiftration of military and 
civil affairs, which were multiplied in proportion 
to the extent of the empire, exercifed the abilities 
of Julian ; but he frequently affumed the two 
characters of Orator ’* and of Judge **, which 
are almoft unknown to the modern fovereigns 
of Europe. The arts of perfuafion , fo diligently- 
cultivated by the firft Cxfars, were negleCled by 
the military ignorance and Afiatic pride of their 
fucceffors ; and if they condefcended to harangue 
the foldiers, whom they feared, they treated with 
filent difdain the fenators, whom they defpifed. 
The affemblies of the fenate, which Conftantius 
had avoided , were confidered by Julian as the 
place where he could^exhibit , with the moft 
propriety , the maxims of a republican , and the 
talents of a rhetorician. He alternately praCtifed , 
as in a fchool of declamation , the feveral modes 
of praife , of 'cenfure , of exhortation ; and his 
friend Libanius has remarked, that the ftudy of 
Homer taught him to imitate the fimple, concife 
ftyle of Menelaus , the copioufnefs of Neltor , 
whofe words descended like the flakes of a winter’s 
fnow, or the pathetic and forcible eloquence of 
Ulyfles. The functions of a judge , which are 
fometimes incompatible with thofe of a prince , 
were exercifed by Julian, not only as a duty. 
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but as an amufement ; and although he might 
have milled the integrity and difcernmcnt of his 
Praetorian prsefecls, he often placed himfelf by 
their fide on the feat of judgment. The acute 
penetration of his mind was agreeably occupied 
in detecting and defeating the chicanery of the 
advocates , who laboured to difguife the truth of 
fadts , and to pervert the fenfe of the laws. He 
fometimes forgot the gravity of his ftation, afked 
indifcreet or unfcafonable queftions, and betrayed, 
by the loudnefs of his voice, and the agitation 
of his body , the earned vehemence with which 
he maintained his opinion againft the judges, the 
advocates , and their clients. But his knowledge 
of his own temper prompted him to encourage, 
and even to folicit, the reproof of his friends 
and minifters; and whenever they ventured to 
oppofe the irregular fallies of his paffions, the 
fpeclators could obferve the fhame , as well as 
the gratitude , of their monarch. The decrees of 
Julian were almoft always founded on the princi- 
ples of juftice; and he had the firmnefs to refill 
the two mod dangerous temptations, which aflault 
the tribunal of a fovereign , under the fpecious 
forms of compafTion and equity. He decided the 
merits of the caufe without weighing the circum- 
flances of the parties; and the poor,, whom he 
wilhed to relieve, were condemned to fatisfy the 
juft demands of a noble and wealthy adverfary. 
He carefully diftinguilhed the judge from the 
legiflator' ; and though he meditated a necelfary 
reformation of the Roman jurifprudence , he 
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pronounced fentence according to the ftridt anti 
literal interpretation of thofe laws , which the 
magiftrates were bound to execute , and the 
fubjeCts to obey. 

The generality of princes, if they were {tripped 
of their purple, and caft naked into the world, 
would immediately fink to the loweft rank of 
fociety, without a hope of emerging from their 
obfeurity. But the perfonal merit of Julian was , 
in fome meafure , independent of his fortune* 
Whatever had been his choice of life ; by the 
force of intrepid courage, lively wit, and intenfe 
application, he would have obtained, or at leafl 
he would have deferved , the higheft honours 
of his profelfion ; and Julian might have raifed 
himfelf to the rank of minifter, or general, of 
the Hate in which he was born a private citizen. 
If the jealous caprice of power had difappointed 
his expectations ; if he had prudently declined 
the paths of greatnefs , the employment of the 
fame talents in ftudious folitude , would have 
placed , beyond the reach of kings , his prefent 
happinefs and his immortal fame. When we 
infpeCt , with minute , or perhaps malevolent 
attention, the portrait of Julian, fomething feems 
wanting to the grace and perfection of the 
whole figure. His genius was lefs powerful and 
fublime than that of Cadar ; nor did he pofiefs 
the confummate prudence of Auguftus. The 
virtues of Trajan appear more Heady and natural, 
and the philofophy of Marcus is more fimple 
and confiftent. Yet Julian fuftained adverfity with 

firmnefs , 
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firmnefs , and profperity with moderation. After chap. 
an interval of one hundred and twenty years from xxil. 
the death of Alexander Severus , the Romans 
beheld an emperor who made no diftindion be- 
tween his duties and his pleafures; who laboured 
to relieve the diftrefs , and to revive the fpirit, 
of his fubjeds ; and who endeavoured always to 
conned authority with merit, and happinefs with 
virtue. Even fadion , and religious fadion , was 
conftrained to acknowledge the fuperiority of his 
genius, in peace as well as in war ; and to confefs, 
with a figh , that the apoftate Julian was a lover 
of his country, and that he deferved the empire 
of the world 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

The Religion of Julian, — Univerfal Toleration. — He 
attempts to rejlore ami reform the Pagan Worship 
— to rebuild the Temple of Jerufalem. — His artful 
Perfecution of the Chrijlians. — Mutual Zeal and 
Injujiice. 

T ' 

H E charader of Apoflate has injured the 
reputation of Julian; and the enthufiafm which 
clouded his virtues, has exaggerated the real and 
apparent magnitude of his faults. Our partial 
ignorance may reprefent him as a philoTophic 
monarch , who ftudied to protect , with an equal 
hand , the religious factions of the empire ; and 
to allay the theological fever which had inflamed 
the minds of the people , from the edids of 
Diocletian to the exile of Athanafius. A more 
accurate view o^the charader and condud of 
Julian, will remove this favourable prepofleflion 
for a prince who did not efcape the general 
contagion of the times. We enjoy the Angular 
advantage of comparing the pidures which have 
been delineated by his fondeft admirers, and his 
implacable enemies. The adions of Julian are 
faithfully related by a judicious and candid hif- 
torian , the impartial fpedator of his life and 
death. The unanimous evidence of his contem- 
poraries is confirmed by the public and private 
declarations of the emperor himfelf ; and his 
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variou? writings exprefs the uniform tenor of his - c it a p. 
religious fentiments , which policy would have xxiii. 
prompted him to diflemble rather than to affed. 

A devout and fincere attachment for the gods of 
Athens and Rome, conftituted the ruling paflion 
of Julian the powers of an enlightened under* 

{landing were betrayed and corrupted by the 
influence of fuperftitious prejudice ; and the 
phantoms which exifted only in the mind of the 
emperor, had a real and pernicious effed on the 
government of the empire. The vehement zeal 
of the Chriftians, who defpifed the worfliip, and 
overturned the altars, of thofe fabulous deities, 
engaged their votary in a ftate of irreconcileable 
hoftility with a very numerous party of his fub- 
jeds ; and he was fometimes tempted , by the 
defire of vidory, or the fhame of a repulfe, to 
violate the laws of prudence, and even of juftice. 

The triumph of the party, which he deferted and 
oppofed, has fixed a ftain of infamy on the name 
of Julian; and the unfuccefsful apoftate has been 
overwhelmed with a torrent of pious invedives, 
of which the fignal was given by the fonorous 
trumpet 1 of Gregory Nazianzen \ The inter- 
efting nature of the events which were crowded • 

into the fhort reign of this adive emperor, de» 
ferve a juft and circumftantial narrative. His 
motives , his counfels , and his adions , as far as 
they are conneded with the hiftory of religion , 
will be the fubjed of the prefent chapter. 

The caufe of his ftrange and fatal apoftacy, Hii e a 0 . 
may be derived from the early period of his life, 
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chap, when he was left an orphan in die hand^of the 
xxih. murderers of his family. The names *of Chrift 
and of Conftantius, the ideas of flavery and of 
religion, were foon aflociated in a youthful ima- 
gination, which was fufceptible of the mod lively 
impreflions. The care of his infancy was en- 
truRed to Eufebius, bifhop of Nicomedia 4 , who 
was related to him on the fide of his mother; 
and till Julian reached the twentieth year of his 
' age, he received from his ChriRian preceptors 
the education not of a hero , but of a faint. The 
emperor, lefs jealous of a heavenly , than of an 
earthly crown , contented himfelf with the im- 
perfect character of a catechumen , while he 
beftowed the advantages of baptifm 1 on the 
nephews of ConRantine They were even 
admitted to the inferior offices of the ecclefiaRical 
order; and Julian publicly read the Holy Scrip- 
tures in the church of Nicomedia. The Rudy 
of religion , which they afiiduoufiy cultivated , 
appeared to produce the faireR fruits of faith and 
devotion \ They prayed , they faRed , they dif- 
tributed alms to the poor, gifts to the clergy, 
and oblations to the tombs of the martyrs ; and 
% the fplendid monument of St. Mamas, at Cae- 

farea, was ereCted, or at leaR was undertaken, 
by the joint labour of Gallus and Julian *. They 
refpeCifully couvcrfed with the bifhops who were 
eminent for fuperior fanCtity , and folicited the 
benediction of the monks and hermits , who had 
introduced into Cappadocia the voluntary hard- 
fliips of the afcctic life \ As the two princes 
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advanced towards the years of manhood , they 
difcovered, in their religious fentiments, the dif- 
ference of their characters. The dull and ob- 
ftinate underftanding of Callus embraced, with 
implicit zeal, the doctrines- of Chi iftianity, which 
never influenced his conduCt, or moderated his 
pa 4 Tions. The mild difpofition of the younger 
brother was lefs repugnant to the precepts of the 
Gofpel ; and his active curiofity might have been 
gratified by a theological fyftem, which explains 
the mylterious e (fence "of the Deity, and opens 
the boundlefs profpect of invifible and future 
worlds. But the independent fpirit of Julian 
refufed to yield the paflive and unrefifting obe- 
dience which was required* in the name of reli- 
gion , by the haughty minifters of the church. 
Their fpeculative opinions were impofed as po- 
fitivc laws, and guarded by the terrors of eternal 
punifhments; but while they prefcribed the rigid 
formulary of the thoughts, the words, and the 
aCtions of the young prince; whilft they filenced 
his objections , and fcverely checked the freedom 
of his enquiries, they fecretly provoked his im- 
patient genius to difclaim the authority of his 
ccclefiaftical guides. He was educated in the 
Lefler Afia , amidft the fcandals of the Arian 
controverfy The fierce contefls of the Eaftern 
bifhops , the inccffant alterations of their creeds 1 
and the profane motives which appeared to 
aCluate their conduCt, infenfibly ftrengthened the 
prejudice of Julian, that they neither underfloorL 
nor believed the religion for which they to fiercely 
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e ii a p. contended. Inflead of liftcning to the proofs of 
Xxni- Chriftianity with that favourable attention which 
adds weight to the moft refp dable evidence , 
he heard with fufpicion, and difputed with ob- 
ftinacy and acutenefs,. the dodrines for which 
he already entertained an invincible averfion. 
Whenever the young princes were direded* to 
compofe declamations on the fubjcd of the pre- 
vailing controverfies , Julian always declared him- 
felf the advocate of Paganifm ; under the fpe- 
cious excufe that, in tlfe defence of the weaker 
^ caufe his learning and ingenuity might be more 
advantageoufiy exercifed and difplayed. 

He em- As foon as Gallus was inverted with the 

mvih(V) he honours the purple , Julian was permitted to 

of Pagan- breathe the air of freedom , of literature , and of 
fm. Paganifm The crowd of fophifts , who were 
attraded by the tafte and liberality of their royal 
pupil , had formed a* ftrid alliance between the 
learning and the religion of Greece ; and the 
poems of Homer, inftead of being admired as the 
original produdions of human genius, were feri- 
oiifly afcribed to the heavenly infpiracion of 
Apollo and the Mufes. The deities of Olympus, 
as they are painted by the immortal bard , im- 
print themfelves on the minds which are the leaft 
addided to fuperftitious credulity. Our familiar 
knowledge of their names and charaders , their 
forms and attributes , feenu to beftow on thofe 
airy beings a real and fubftantial exiftence ; and 
jhe pleafing enchantment produces an impeded 
tnd momentary affent of the imagination to thofe 
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fables , which are the mod repugnant to our chap. 
reafon and experience. In the age of Julian , xxm. 
every circumdance contributed to prolong and 
fortify the illufion ; the magnificent temples of 
Greece and Ada; the works of thofe artids who 
had expreffed , in painting or in fculpture , the 
divine conceptions of the poet ; the pomp of 
fedivals and facrifices; the fuccefsful arts of di- 
vination ; the popular traditions of oracles and 
prodigies ; and the ancient pradtice of two thou- 
sand years. The weaknefs of polytheifm was, in 
fome meafure , excufed by the moderation of its 
claims; and the devotion of the Pagans was not 
incompatible with the mod licentious fcepticifm 
Indead of an indivi fible and regular fydem, which 
occupies the whole extent of the believing mind , 
the mythology of the Greeks was compofed of 
a thoufand loofe and flexible parts, and the fer- 
vant of the gods was at liberty to define the 
degree and meafure of his religious faith. The 
creed which Julian adopted for his own ufe , was 
of the larged dimenfions; and, by a drange con- 
tradiction , he difdained the falutary yoke of the 
Gofpel , whild he made a voluntary offering of 
his reafon on the altars of Jupiter and Apollo. 

One of the orations of Julian is confecrated to 
the honour of Cybele , the mother of the gods k ' 
who required from her effeminate prieds the 
bloody facrifice , fo ralhly performed by the 
madnefs of the Phrygian boy. The pious em- * 

peror condefcends to relate , without a blufh , 
and without a fmile, the voyage of the goddefs. 
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C h a p. from the fhores of Pergamus to the mouth of 
xxiii, the Tyber; and the flupendous miracle, which 
convinced the fenate and people of Rome that 
the lump of clay, which their ambafladors had 
tranfported over the feas, was endowed with life, 
and fentiment, and divine power For the 

truth of this prodigy, he appeals to the public 
monuments of the city; and cenfures , with fome 
acrimony, the fickly and affedled tafte of thofe 
men, who impertinently derided the facred tradi- 
tions of their anceftors 

The all*. But devout philofopher, who fincerely em- 
braced , and warmly encouraged , the fuperftition 
of the people, referved for himfelf the privilege 
of a liberal interpretation , and filently withdrew 
from the foot of the altars into the fandtuary of 
the temple. The extravagance of the Grecian 
mythology proclaimed with a clear and audible 
voice, that the pious enquirer, inflead of being 
fcandalized or fatisfied with the literal fenfe , 
fhould diligently explore the occult wifdom , 
which had been difguifed , by the prudence of 
antiquity , under the mafk of fblly and of fable ,f . 
The philofophers of the Platonic fchool '* , Plo- 
tinus, Porphyry, and the divine Tamblichus, were 
admired as the moll fkiiful mailers of this alle- 
gorical fcience , which laboured to foften and 
harmonize the deformed features of paganifm. 

% Julian himfelf, who was diredled in the mylle- 

rious purfuit by jEdefius, the venerable fucceffor 
of Iamblichus , afpired to the poffeflion of a 
treafure , which he efteemed , if we may credit 


Digitized by Google 


\ - 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 5 7 

his folemn afleverations , far above the empire of 1 
the world 11 . It was indeed a treafure, which 

derived its value only from opinion; and every 
artift, who flattered himfelf that he had extra&ed 
the precious ore from the furrounding drofs , 
claimed an equal right of Ramping the name 
and figure the mod agreeable to his * peculiar 
fancy. The fable of Atys and Cybele had been 
already explained by Porphyry; but his labours 
ferved only to animate the pious* induflry of 
Julian , who invented and publiflied his own 
allegory of that ancient and myftic tale. This 
freedom of interpretation , which might gratify 
the pride of the Platonifts, expofed the vanity of 
their art. Without a tedious detail, the modern 
reader could not form a juft: idea of the ftrange 
allulions , the forced etymologies , the folemn 
trifling, and the impenetrable obfcurity of thefe 
fages , who profefled to reveal the fyftem of the 
univerfe. As the traditions of pagan mythology 
were varioufly related , the facred interpreters 
were at liberty to feledt the moffc convenient cir- 
cumftances; and as they tranflated an arbitrary 
cypher , they could extratfl from any fable any 
fenfe which was adapted to their favourite fyftem 
of religion and philofophy. The lafcivioiis form 
of a naked Venus was tortured into the difeovery ^ 
of fome moral precept , or fome phyfical truth ; 
and the caftration of Atys explained the revolu- 
tion of the fun between the tropics, or the fepa- 
ration of the human foul from vice and error 
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The theological fyflem of Julian appears to 
have contained the fublime and important prin- 
ciples of natural religion. But as the faith, which 
is not founded on revelation, muft remain deftitute 
of any firm affurance , the difciple of Plato im- 
prudently relapfed into the habits of vulgar fu- 
perftition ; and the popular and philofophic notion 
of the Deity feems to have been confounded in 
the practice, the writings, and even in the mind 
of Julian ”. t The pious emperor acknowledged 
and adored the Eternal Caufe of the univerfe , to 
whom he aferibed all the perfections of an infi- 
nite nature, invifible to the eyes, and inacceflible 
to the underftanding , of feeble mortals. The 
Supreme God had created , or rather , in the 
Platonic language , had generated , the gradual 
fucceflion of dependent fpirits , of gods, of dae- 
mons, of heroes, and of men; and every being 
which derived its exiftence immediately from the 
Firft Caufe , received the inherent gift of immor- 
tality. That fo precious an advantage might not 
be lavilhed upon unworthy objects , the Creator 
had entrufted to the {kill and power of the inferior 
gods, the office of forming the human body, and 
of arranging the beautiful harmony of the animal, 
the vegetable , and the mineral kingdoms. To 
the condudl of thefe divine minifters he delegated 
the temporal government of this lower world ; 
but their imperfeCt adminiftration is not exempt 
from difeord or error. The earth , and its inha- 
bitants, are divided among them, and the cha- 
racters of Mars or Minerva, of Mercury or Venus, 
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may be diftindtly traced in the laws and manners 
of their peculiar votaries. As long as our immortal 
fouls are confined in a mortal prifon , it is our 
intered, as well as our duty, to folicit the favour, 
and to deprecate the wrath , of the powers of 
heaven ; whofe pride is gratified by the devotion 
of mankind ; and whofe grolfer parts may be 
fuppofed to derive fome nourilhment from the 
fumes of facrifice **. The inferior gods might 
fometimes condefcend to animate the ftatues, and 
to inhabit the temples , which were dedicated to 
their honour. They might occafionally vifit the 
earth , but the heavens were the proper throne 
and fymbol of their glory. The invariable order 
of the fun , moon , and ftars , was haftily ad- 
mitted by Julian, as a proof of their eternal du- 
ration ; and their eternity was a fufficient evidence 
that they were the workmanfhip, not of an in- 
ferior deity, but of tht^Qmnijjptent King. In the 
fyftem of the Platonifts , the*fible, was a type 
of the invifible, world. The celeftial bodies, as 
they were informed by a divine fpirit, might be 
confidered as the objedts the mod worthy of reli- 
gious worlhip. The Sun , whofe genial influence 
pervades and fuftains the univerfe , juftly claimed 
the adoration of mankind , as the bright repre- 
fentative of the Louos , the lively, the rational, 
the beneficent image of the intellectual Father 
In every age , the abfence of genuine infpira- 
tion is fupplied by the ftrong illufions of enthu- 
fiafm, and the mimic arts of impofture. If, in 
the tame of Julian, thefe arts had been pradtifed 
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chap, only by the pagan prielts , for the fupport of an 
xxiij. expiring caufe , fome indulgence might perhaps 
be allowed to the interelf and habits of the fa- 
cerdotal chara&er. But it may appear a fubjeft 
of furprife and fcandal , that the philofophers 
themfelves fliould have contributed to abufe the 
fuperltitious credulity of mankind 11 , and that the 
Grecian mylteries Ihould have been fupported by 
the magic or theurgy of the modern Platonifts. 
They arrogantly pretended to contronl the order 
of nature, to explore the fecrets of futurity, to 
command the fervice of the inferior daemons , to 
enjoy the view and converfation of the fuperior 
gods , and , by difengaging the foul from her 
material bands, to reunite that immortal particle 
* with the Infinite and Divine Spirit, 
iniiiati^ The devout and fearlefs curiofity of Julian 
tlcfrm "of die philofophers with the hopes of an 

Julian. eafy conqueft; wh^h, fr*n the fituation of their 
young profelyte, might be productive of the mofl 
important confequences **. Julian imbibed the 
firlt rudiments of the Platonic doCtrines from the 
mouth of /Edefius , who had fixed at Pergamus 
his wandering and perfecuted fchool. But as the 
declining ftrength of that venerable fage was 
unequal to the ardour , the diligence , the rapid 
conception of his pupil , two of his molt learned 
difciples , Chryfanthes and Eufebius , fupplied , 
■ at his own defire, the place of their aged matter. 
Thefe philofophers feem to have prepared and 
diltributed their refpeCtive parts ; and they art- 
fully contrived , by dark hints , and afle&ed 
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difputes, to excite the impatient hopes of the 
afpirant, till they delivered him into the hands 
of their alTociate Maximus , the boldeft and 
moft fkilful mafter of the Theurgic fcience. 
By his hands , Julian was fccretly initiated at 
Ephefus, in the twentieth year of his age. His 
refidence at Athens confirmed this unnatural alli- 
ance of philofophy and fuperftition. He obtained 
the privilege of a folemn initiation into the 
myfteries ol Eleufis , which , amidll the general 
decay of the Grecian worfhip, ftill retained forne 
veftiges of their primaeval fantlity; and fuch was 
the zeal of Julian, that he afterwards invited the 
Eleulinian pontiff to the court of Gaul , for the 
foie purpofe of confummating, by my flic rites and 
facrifices , the great work of his fancftification. 
As thefe ceremonies were performed in the depth 
of caverns, and in the filence of the night; and as 
the inviolable fecret of the myfteries was preferved 
by the difcretion of the initiated , I fhall not 
prefume to defcribe the horrid founds , and fiery 
apparitions, which were prefented to the fenfes , 
or the imagination , of the credulous afpirant M , 
till the vifions of comfort and knowledge broke 
upon him in a blaze of celeftial light **. In the 
caverns of Ephefus and Eleufis , the mind of 
Julian was penetrated with fincere , deep, and 
unalterable enthufiafm; though he might fometimes 
exhibit the viciflitudes of pious fraud and hypocrify, 
which may be obferved , or at leaf!: fufpedted , in 
the characters of the mofl confcientious fanatics. 
From that moment he confecratcd his life to the 
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chat, fervice of the gods ; and while the occupations of 
xxiii. war, of government, and of ftudy , feemed to 
claim the whole meafure of his time , a ftated 
portion of the hours of the night was invariably 
referved for the exercife of private devotion. The 
temperance which adorned the fevers manners of 
the foldier and the philofopher , wai conneded 
with fome ftrid and frivolous rules of religious 
abftinence ; and it was in honour of Pan or 
Mercury, of Hecate or Ifis, that Julian, on par- 
ticular days, denied himfelf the ufe of fome parti- 
cular food, which might have been offenfive to 
his tutelar deities. By thefe voluntary falls, he 
prepared his fenfes and his underllanding for the 
frequent and familiar vifits with which he was 
honoured by the celeftial powers. Notwith- 
ftanding the modeft filence of Julian himfelf, we 
may learn from his faithful friend , the orator 
Libanius, that he lived in a perpetual intercourfe 
with the gods and goddeffes; that they defcended 
upon earth , to enjoy the converfation of their 
favourite hero; that they gently interrupted his 
{lumbers, by touching his hand or his hair; that 
they warned him of every impending danger 
and conducted him , by their infallible wifdom , 
in every adion of his life ; and that he had 
acquired fuch an intimate knowledge of his 
heavenly guefts, as readily to diftinguifh the voice 
of Jupiter from that of Minerva, and the form 
of Apollo from the figure of Hercules **. Thefe 
fleeping er vpaking vifjons, the ordinary effects 
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of abftinence and fanaticifm , would almoft de- 
grade the emperor to the level of an Egyptian 
monk. But the ufelefs lives of Antony or Pa- 
chomius were confumed in thefe vain occupations. 
Julian could break from the dream of fuperftition 
to sirm hirdfelf for battle; and after vanquilhing in 
the field the enemies of Rome, he calmly retired 
into bis tent, to dictate the wife and falutary laws 
of an empire , or to indulge his genius in the 
elegant purfuits of literature and philofophy. 

The important fecret of the apoftacy of Julian 
was entrufled to the fidelity of the initiated , with 
whom he was united by the facred ties of friend- 
fhip and religion *\ The pleafing rumour was 
cautioufly circulated among the adherents of the 
ancient worlhip; and his future greatnefs became 
the objedt of the hopes, the prayers, and thejire- 
didtions of the pagans , in every province of the 
empir^ From the zeal and virtues of their 
ro^l profelyte, they fondly expedted the cure of 
evil , and the reftoration of every blefling; 
and inftead of difapproving of the ardour of their 
pious willies, Julian ingenuoufiy confelfed, that 
lie was ambitious to attain a fituation, in which 
lie might be ufeful to his country , and to his 
religion. But this religion was viewed with an 
hoftile eye by the fucccflbr of Conftantine , whofe 
capricious paffions alternately faved and threat- 
ened the life of Julian. The arts of magic and 
divination were ftridtly prohibited under a def- 
potic government , which condefcended to fear 
them ; and if the pagans were reludlantly indulged 
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c h a p. in the exercife of their fuperftition, the rank of 
xxiii. Julian would have excepted him from the general 
toleration. The apoflate foon became the pre- 
fumptive heir of the monarchy , and his death 
could alone have appeafcd the juft apprehenfions 
of the Chriftians **. But the young prince, <ivho 
afpired to the glory of a hero rather than of a 
martyr , confulted his fafety by diffembling his 
religion ; and the eafy temper of polytheiftn 
( permitted him to join in the public worfhip of a 

fed which he inwardly defpifed. Libanius has 
confidercd the hypocrify of his friend as a fubject, 
not of cenfure , but of praife. “ As the ftatues of 
“ the gods,” fays that orator," which have been 
“ defiled with filth , are again placed in a 
“ magnificent temple ; fo the beauty of truth 
“ was feated in the mind of Julian , after it 
“ had been purified from the errors and follies 
<£ of his education. His fentiments were cj^nged; 
“ but as it would have been dangerous to ku/e 
. “ avowed his fentiment9, his condud ftill ^Pn- 

“ tinued" the fame. Very different from the 
“ afs in iEfop , who difguifed himfelf with a 
lion’s hide , our lion was obliged to conceal 
“ himfelf under the fkin of an afs ; and , while 
“ he embraced the didates of reafon , to obey 
“ the laws of prudence and neceflity *\ ” The 
dilfimulation of Julian Jafted above ten years , 
from his fecret initiation at Ephefas , to the 
beginning of the civil war; when he declared 
himfelf at once the implacable enemy of Chrift 
and of Conftantius. This ftate of conftraint 

might 
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might contribute to flrengthen his devotion; and 
as foon as he had finished the obligation of aflift- 
ing, on folemn feftivals, at .the afiemblies of the 
Chriftians , Julian returned, with the impatience 
of a lover, to burn his free and voluntary incenfe 
in the domeftic chapels of Jupiter and Mercury. 
But as every act of diffimulation mud be painful 
to an ingenuous fpirit , the profeffion of Chrif- 
tianity encreafed the averfion of Julian for a 
religion, which opprefled the freedom of hi$ 
mind, and compelled him to hold a condudl 
repugnant to the nobleft attributes of human 
nature , fincerity and courage. 

The inclination of Julian might prefer the 
gods of Homer, and of the Scipios , to the new 
faith , which his uncle had eftabliflied in the 
Roman empire ; and in which he himfelf had 
been fandtified by the facrament of baptifm. 
But as a philofopher, it was incumbent on him 
to juftify his diflent from Chriftianity , which was 
fupported by the number of its converts, by the 
chain of prophecy , the fplendour of miracles , and 
the weight of evidence. The elaborate work *% 
which he compofed amidft the preparations 
of the Perfian war , contained the fubfkmce 
of thofe arguments which he had long revolved 
in his mind. Some fragments have been tran- 
fcribed and preferved , by his adverfary , the 
vehement Cyril of Alexandria ; and they exhibit 
a very fingular mixture of wit and learning, of 
fophiftry and fanaticifm. The elegance of the 
ftyle, and the rank of the author, recommended 
Vol. IV. E 
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his writings to the public attention 11 ; and in 
the impious lift of the enemies of Chriftianity, 
the celebrated name of Porphyry was effaced by 
the fuperior merit or reputation of Julian. 1 he 
minds of the faithful were either feduced, or 
fcandalized , or alarmed; and the pagans, who 
fometimes prefumed to engage in the unequal 
difpute, derived from the popular work of their 
Imperial miffionary an inexhauftible fupply of 
fallacious objections. But in the affiduous profe- 
cution of thefe theological ftudies, the emperor 
of the Romans imbibed the illiberal prejudices 
and paflions of a polemic divine. He contracted 
an irrevocable obligation, to maintain and propa- 
gate his religious opinions; and whilft he fecretly 
applauded the flrength and dexterity with which 
he wielded the weapons of controverfy, he was 
tempted to diftruft the fincerity, or to defpife the 
underftandings, of his antagonifts , who could 
obftinately refift the force of reafon and eloquence. 

The Chriftians, who beheld with horror and 
indignation the apoftacy of Julian, had much 
more to fear from his power than from his argu- 
ments. The pagans , who were confcious of 
his fervent zeal, expected, perhaps with impa- 
tience, that the flames of perfecution fhould be 
immediately kindled againft the enemies of the 
gods; and that the ingenious malice of Julian 
would invent fome cruel refinements of death and 
torture, which had been unknown to the rude 
and inexperienced fury of his predeceffor«. But 
the hopes , as well as the lears , q{ the religious 
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factions were apparently difappointed , by the 
prudent humanity of a prince ” , who was careful 
of his own fame, of the public peace, and of the 
rights of mankind. InRrudied by hiRory and 
reflexion , Julian was perfuaded , that if the 
difeafcs of the body may fometimes be cured by 
falutary violence , neither Reel nor fire can era* 
dicate the erroneous opinions of the mind. The 
rcludlant victim may be dragged to the foot of 
the altar ; but the heart Rill abhors and difclaims 
the facrilegious adl of the hand. Religious ob* 
Rinacy is hardened and exafperated by opprertion; 
and, as foon as the perfecution fubfides , thofe 
who have yielded , are reRored as penitents , and 
thofe who have refiRed , are honoured as faints 
and martyrs. If Julian adopted the unfuccefsful 
cruelty of Diocletian and his colleagues , he was 
fenfible that he Ihould Rain his memory with the! 
name of tyrant , and add new glories to the Ca- 
tholic church, which had derived Rrength and 
encreafe from the feverity of the pagan magis- 
trates. Aduated by thefe motives, and appre- 
henfive of diRurbing the repofe of an unfettled 
reign , Julian furprifed the world by an edidt , 
which was not unworthy of a Ratefman ,• or a 
philofopher. He extended to all the inhabit- 
ants of the Roman world, the benefits of a free! 
and equal toleration , and the only hardfhip 
which he inflicted on the Chriflians , was to de* 
prive them of the power of tormenting their 
fellow-fqbjedts ,< whom they Aigmatifed with the 
odious titles of idolaters and heretics. The 
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chap. Pagans received a gracious permiflion, or rather 
xxiii. an exprefs order, to open all their temples * 4 ; 
and they were at once delivered from the op- 
prefiive laws , and arbitrary vexations, which they 
had fuftained under the reign of Conflantine, 
and of his fons. At the fame time , the bifhops 
and clergy , who had been banifhed by the Arian 
monarch, were recalled from exile, and reftored 
to their refpedive churches; the Donatifts, the 
Novatians, the Macedonians, the Eunomians, 
and thofe who, with a more profperous fortune, 
adhered to the dodrine of the council of Nice. 
Julian , who underftood and derided their theo- 
logical difputes , invited to the palace the leaders 
of the hoftile feds; that he might enjoy the 
agreeable fpcdacle of their furious encounters. 
The clamour of controverfy fometimes provoked 
the emperor to exclaim, “Hear me! the Franks 
“ have heard me, and the Alemanni; ” but he 
foon difeovered that he was now engaged with 
more obdinate and implacable enemies; and 
though he exerted the powers of oratory to per- 
fuade them to live in concord, or at lead in 
peace, he was perfedly fatisfied, before he dif- 
miffed them from his prefence, that he had no- 
thing to dread from the union of the Chriflians. 
The impartial Ammianus has aferibed this affeded 
clemency to the defire of fomenting the inteftine 
divifmns of the church; and the infidious defign 
of undermining the foundations of Chriftianity , 
was infeparably conceded with the zeal, which 
Julian profeffed, to redore the ancient religion of 
the empire 
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As foon as he afcended the throne, he aflumcd, 
according to the cnflom of his predecefTors , the 
character of fnpreme pontiff ; not only as the 
moft honourable title of Imperial greatnefs , but 
as a facred and important office; the duties of 
which he was refolved to execute with pious 
diligence. As the bufmefs of the hate prevented 
the emperor from joining every day in the public 
devotion of his fubjects , he dedicated a domeftic 
chapel to his tutelar deity the Sun ; his gardens 
were filled with flatues and altars of the gods ; 
and each apartment of. the palace difplayed the 
appearance of a magnificent temple. Every morn- 
ing he fainted the parent of light with a facrifice; 
the blood of another vidtim was fhed at the 
moment when the Sun funk below the horizon; 
and the Moon , the Stars , and the Genii of 
the night received their refpedtive and feafon- 
able honours from the indefatigable devotion of 
Julian. On folemn feftivals, he regularly vifited 
the temple of the god or goddefs to whom 
the day was peculiarly confecrated , and endea- 
voured to excite the religion of the magiflrates 
and people by the example of his own zeal. 
In head of maintaining the lofty hate of a monarch, 
dihinguifhed . by the fplendor of his purple, and 
encompaffed by the golden hiields of his guards, 
Julian folicited , with refpedtful eagernefs , the 
meaneft offices which contributed to the worfhip 
of the gods. Amidft the facred but licentious 
crowd of priehs , of inferior minifters , and of 
female dancers , who were dedicated to the 
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chap, fervice of the temple, it was the bufinefs of 
XXiii, the emperor to bring the wood , to blow the 
fire, to handle the knife, to flaughter the vidtim, 
and thrufling his bloody hands into the bowels 
of the expiring animal, to draw forth the heart 
or liver, and to read, with the confummate flcili 
of an harnfpex , the imaginary figns of future 
events. The wifeft of the pagans cenfurcd this 
extravagant fuperftition, which affeiffed to defpife 
the reftraints of prudence and decency. Under 
the reign of a prince , who pradtifed the rigid 
maxims of ceconomy , the expence of religious 
worlhip confumed a very large portion of the 
Tevenue ; a conflant fnpply of the fcarcelt and 
moll beautiful birds was tranfported from dillant 
climates , to bleed on the altars of the gods;, 
an hundred oxen were frequently facrificed by 
Julian on one and the fame day; and it foon 
became a papular jell , that if he Ihould return 
with conqueft from the Perfian war, the breed 
of horned cattle mull infallibly be extinguifhed. 
Yet this expence may appear inconsiderable , 
when it is compared with the fplendid prefents 
which were offered , either by the hand , or by 
order, of the emperor, to all the celebrated places 
of devotion in the Roman world; and with the 
fums allotted to repair and decorate the ancient 
temples, which had fuffered the filent decay of 
time , or the recent injuries of Chriflian rapine. 
Encouraged by the example, the exhortations, 
the liberality., of their pious fovereign , the cities 
and families refumed the practice of their ncgledted 
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ceremonies. u Every part of the world,” exclaims 
Libanius , with devout tranfport , “ difplayed 
“ the triumph of religion ; and the grateful 
“ profped of flaming altars, bleeding vidims, 
“ the fmoke of incenfe, and a folemn train of 
“ priefts and prophets, without fear and without 
** dinger. The found of prayer and of mufic 
“ was heard on the tops of the higheft moun- 
“ tains; and the fame ox afforded a facrifice for 
“ the gods , and a fupper for their joyous 
“ votaries **. ” 

But the genius and power of Julian were 
unequal to the enterprife of reftoring a religion , 
which was deftitute of theological principles, of 
moral precepts, and of eccleflaftical difcipline; 
which rapidly haftened to decay and diffolution, 
and was not fufceptible of any folid or confident 
reformation. The jurifdidion of the fupreme pon- 
tiff , more efpecially after that office had been 
united with the Imperial dignity , comprehended 
the whole extent of the Roman empire. Julian 
named for his vicars, in the feveral provinces, 
the priefts and philofophers , whom he efteemed 
the beft qualified to co-operate in the execution 
of his great defign ; and his paftoral letters !r , 
if we may ufe that name , ftill reprefent a ver y 
curious flcetch of his wiflies and intentions. He 
direds , that in every city the facerdotal order 
fhould be compofed , without any diftindion of 
birth or fortune , of thofe perfons who were the 
moft Confpicuous for their love of the gods, and 
of men. “IfAhey are guilty,” continues he, “ of 

E 4 - ; 


CHAP. 

XXIII. 


Reformation 

ofpaganifm. 


Digitized by Google 



1 


73 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

chat. c ‘ any fcancialons offence, they fhould be cenfured 
XXHt “ or degraded by the fuperior pontiff; but, as 
“ long as they retain their rank, they are entitled 
w to the refpedt of the magiftrates and people. 
** Their humilitv rnay be fhewn in the plainnefs 
<c of their domeftic garb; their dignity, in the 
** pomp of holy veflments. When they are 

* fummoned in their turn to officiate before the 
£C altar, they ought not, during the appointed 
£c number of days, to depart from the precindts 
K of the temple ; nor fhould a fingle day be 
“ fuffered to elapfe , without the prayers and the 
“ facrifice, which they are obliged to offer for 
<c the profpcrity of the ftate, and of individuals. 
“ The exercife of their facred fun&ions requires 
w an immaculate purity, both of mind and body; 
£ ‘ and even when they are difmiffed from the 

* temple to the occupations of common life, it 
° is incumbent on them to excel in decency and 
<c virtue the reft of their fellow - citizens. The 
“ prieft of the gods Ihould never be feen in 
£c theatres or taverns. His converfation fhould 
“ be chafte , his diet temperate , his friends of 
“ honourable reputation; and, if he fometimes 
v vifits the Forum or the Palace , he fhould 
“ appear only as the advocate of thofe who 

have vainly folicited either juftice or mercy. 
w Ilis ftudies fhould be fuited to the fandlity of 
v his profeflion. Licentious tales , or comedies , 
£c or fatires , muft be banilhed from his library ; 
“ which ought folely to confift of hiftorical 
“ and philofophical writings, of Jiiftory which 
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“ is founded in truth , and of philofophy which 
“ is connected with religion. The impious opini- 
“ ons of the Epicureans and Sceptics deferve his 
abhorrence and contempt J * ; but he fhould 
<c diligently ftudy the fyflems of Pythagoras , 
<c of Plato, and of the Stoics, which unanim- 
“ oufly teach that there are gods ; that the 
w world is governed by their providence ; that 
w their goodnefs is the fource of every temporal 
w blefling; and that they have prepared for the 
<c human foul a future ftate of reward or punilh- 
“.ment. ” The Imperial pontiff inculcates, in 
tire mod perfuafive language , the duties of 
benevolence and hofpitality ; exhorts his inferior 
clergy to recommend the univerfal practice of 
thofe virtues ; promifes to aflift their indigence 
from the public treafury ; and declares his resolu- 
tion of eftablifhing hofpitals in every city, where 
the poor fhould be received without any invidious 
diftindion of country or of religion. Julian beheld 
with envy the wife and humane regulations of 
the church ; and he very frankly confeffes his 
intention to deprive the Chriftians of the applaufe, 
as well as advantage , which they had .acquired 
by the exclufive pradice of charity and benefi 
cence **. The fame fpirit of imitation might 
difpofe the emperor to adopt Several ecclefiaftical 
inffitutions , the ufe and importance of which 
were approved by the fuccefs of his enemies. 
Rut if thefc imaginary plans of reformation had 
been realized , the forced and impeded copy 
would have been lefs beneficial to Paganifm, than 
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honourable to Ghriftianity **. The Gentiles , 
who peaceably followed the cuftoms of their 
anceftors, were rather furprifed than pleafed with 
the introduction of foreign manners ; and , in the 
Ihort period of his reign , Julian had frequent 
occafion to complain of the want of fervour of 
his own party 4 \ 

The enthufiafm of Julian prompted him to 
embrace the friends of Jupiter as his perfonai 
friends and brethren ; and though he partially 
overlooked the merit of Chriftian conflancy , he 
admired and rewarded the noble perfeverance ' of 
thofe Gentiles who had preferred the favour* of* 
the gods to that of the emperor 4 *. If they 
cultivated the literature as well as the religion, 
of the Greeks, they acquired an additional claim 
to the f riendfhip of Julian , who ranked the 
Mufes in the number of his tutelar deities. In 
the religion which he had adopted, piety and 
learning were almofl fynonymous 41 ; and a crowd 
of poets, of rhetoricians, and of philofophers , 
haftened to the Imperial court, to occupy the 
vacant places of the bilhops, who had feduced 
the credulity of Conflantius. His fucceffor efteemed 
the ties of common initiation as far more facred 
than thofe of confanguinity : he chofe his favouri- 
tes among the fages, who were deeply fkilled itl 
the occult fciences of magic and divination; and 
every impoftor, who pretended to reveal the 
fecrets of futurity, was allured of enjoying the 
prefent hour in honour and affluence 4 \ Among 
the philofophers , Maximus obtained the molt 
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eminent rank in the friendfhip of his royal chap. 
difciple , who communicated , with unreferved xxiu. 
confidence, his adions , his fentiments, and his 
religious defigns , during the anxious fufpenfe 
of the civil war 4! . As foon as Julian had taken 
pofTeffion of the palace of Conftantinople , he 
difpatched an honourable and preffing invitation 
to Maximus; who then refided at Sardes in Lydia, 

■with Chryfanthius , the affociate of his art and 
fludies. The prudent and fuperftitious Chryfan- 
thius refufed to undertake a journey which fhewed 
itfelf , according to the rules of divination , with 
the moft threatening and malignant afped : but 
his companion , whofe fanaticifm was of a bolder 
caft, perfifted in his interrogations, till he had 
extorted from the gods a feeming confent to 
his own wjfhes, and thofe of the emperor. The 
journey of Maximus through the cities of Afia, 
difplayed the triumph of philofophic vanity; and 
the magiftrates vied with each other in the 
honourable reception which they .prepared for the 
friend of their fovereign. Julian was pronouncing 
an oration before the fenate , when he was 
informed of the arrival of Maximus. The emperor 
immediately interrupted his difcourfe, advanced 
to meet him , and , after a tender embrace, 

' conduded him by the hand into the midfl: of 
the aflembly : where he publicly acknowledged 
the benefits which he had derived from the 
inflrudions of the philofopher. Maximus 4 ‘, who 
foon acquired the confidence, and influenced the 
councils, of Julian, was infenfibly corrupted by 
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the temptations of a court. His chefs became 
more fplendid , his demeanour more lofty, and 
he was expofcd, under a fucceeding reign, to a 
difgraceful enquiry into the means by which the 
difciple of Plato had accumulated , in the fhort 
duration of his favour, a very fcandalous propor- 
tion of wealth. Of the other philofophers and 
fophifts , who were invited to the Imperial 
relidence by the choice of Julian , or by the 
fuccefs qf Maximus, few were able to preferve 
their innocence, or their reputation *\ The liberal 
gifts of money, lands, and houfes, were infuffi- 
cient to fatiate their rapacious avarice ; and the 
indignation of the people was jufUy excited by 
the remembrance of their abjed ptn'erty and difin- 
terefled profellions. The penetration of Julian 
could not always be deceived: but he was 

unwilling to defpife the characters of thofe men 
whofe talents deferved his cltecin; he defiled to 
efcape the double, reproach of imprudence and 
inconftancy; an^ he was apprehenfive of degrad- 
ing, in the eyes of the profane, the honour of 
letters and of religion 4 \ 

The favour of Julian was almoft equally 
divided between the Pagans, who had firmly 
adhered to the woifhip of their anceftors , and 
the Chriftians , who prudently embraced the 
religion of their fovereign. The acquifition of new 
profelytes 4 * gratified the ruling pafifions of his 
foul , fuperflition and vanity ; and he was heard 
to declare, with the enthufiafm of a miffionary, 
that if he could render each individual richer 
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than Midas, and every city greater than Babylon, 
he fhould not efteem himfelf the benefador of 
mankind, unlefs, at the fame time, he could 
reclaim his fubjeds from their impious revolt 
again ft the immortal gods *\ A' prince, who 
had ftudied human nature, and who poffeffed the 
treafures of the Roman empire, could adapt his 
arguments, his promifes , and his rewards, to 
every order of Chriftians 51 ; and the merit of a 
feafonable converfion was allowed to fupply the 
defeds of a candidate, or even to expiate the 
guilt of a criminal. As the army is the moft 
forcible engine of abfolute power, Julian applied 
himfelf, with peculiar diligence, to corrupt the 
religion of his troops, without whofe hearty 
concurrence every meafure mufly be dangerous 
and unfuccefsful ; and the natural temper of fol- 
diers made this conqueft as eafy at it was im- 
portant. The legions of Gaul devoted thcm- 
felves to the faith , as well as to the fortunes, of 
their vidorious leader ; and even before the 
death of Conftantius, he had the fatisfadion of 
announcing to his friends, that they aflifted with 
fervent devotion, and voracious appetite, at the 
facrifices , which were repeatedly offered in his 
camp, of whole hecatombs of fat oxen *\ The 
armies of the Eaft , which had been trained un- 
der the ftandard of the crofs , and of Conftantius, 
required a more artful and expenfive mode of 
perfuafion. On the days of folemn and public 
feftivals , the emperor received the homage, and 
rewarded the merit, of the troops. His throne 
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. of ftate was encircled with the military enfigns 
of Rome and the republic ; the holy name of 
Chrift was erazed from the Labarum ; and the 
fymbols of war, ofmajefly, and of pagan fuper- 
ftition , were fo dexteroufly blended, that the 
faithful fubjed incurred the guilt of idolatry , 
when he refpedfully faluted the perfon or image 
of his fovereign. The foldiers paffed fucceflively 
in review; and each of them , before he received 
from the hand of Julian a liberal donative , pro- 
portioned to his rank and fervices , was required 
to caft a few grains of incenfe into the flame 
which burnt upon the altar. Some Chriftian 
confeflbrs might refift , and others might repent ; 
but the far greater number, allured by the pro- 
fped of gold, and awed by the prefence of the 
emperor, contraded the criminal engagement; 
and their future perfeverance in the worlhip of 
the gods was enforced by every confideration of 
duty and of intereft. By the frequent repetition 
of thefe arts, and at the expence of fums which 
would have purchafed the fervice of half the 
nations of Scythia, Julian gradually acquired for 
his troops the imaginary protedion of the gods , 
and for himfelf the firii) and effedual fupport of 
the Roman legions It is indeed more than 
probable, that the refto.ration and encouragement 
of Paganifm revealed a multitude of pretended 
Chriftians, who, from motives of temporal ad- 
vantage, had acquiefced in the religion of the 
former reign; and who afterwards returned, with 
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the fame flexibility of confcience, to the faith 
which was profefied by the fuccelTors of Julian. 

While the devout monarch inceffantly laboured 
to reftore and propagate the religion of his an- 
ceftors, he embraced the extraordinary defign of 
rebuilding the temple of Jerufalem. In a pub- 
lic epiflle 54 to the nation or community of the 
Jews, difpcrfed through the provinces, he pities 
their misfortunes, condemns their oppreflors, 
praifes their conftancy, declares himfelf their 
gracious protedor and exprefles a pious hope, 
that after his return from the Perflan war, he 
may be permitted to pay his grateful vows to 
the Almighty Hi his holy city of Jerufalem. 
The blind fuperftition, and abject flavery , of 
thofe unfortunate exiles, muft excite the con- 
tempt of a philofophic emperor; but they de- 
ferved the friendfhip of Julian , by their impla- 
cable hatred of the Chriftian name. The barren 
fynagogue abhorred and envied the fecundity of 
the rebellious church : the power of the Jews 

was not equal to their malice ; but their graveft 
rabbis approved the private murder of an apo- 
ftate and their feditious clamours had often 
awakened the indolence of the pagan magiftrates. 
Under the reign of Conftantine , the Jews became 
the fubjeds of their revolted children , nor was 
it long before they experienced the bitternefs of 
domeftic tyranny. The civil immunities which 
had been granted, or confirmed, by Severus , 
were gradually repealed by the Chriftian princes ; 
and a ra£h tumult, excited by the Jews of 
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chap. Palefline , feemed to juflify the lucrative modes 
xxiii. ofoppreflion, which were invented by the bifhops 
and eunuchs of the court of Conllantius. I he 
Jewifh patriarch , who was ftill permitted to 
exercife a precarious jurifdidtion , held his refi- 
dence at Tiberias ” ; and the neighbouring cities 
of Palefline were filled with the remains of a 
people , who fondly adhered to the promifed land. 
But the edict of Hadrian was renewed and en- 
forced; and they viewed from afar the walls of 
the holy city, which were profaned in their eyes 
by the triumph of the crofs, and the devotion of 
the Chriftians 

jcruiaiem. In the midfl of a rocky and barren country, 
the walls of Jerufalem ” inclofed the two moun- 
tains of Sion and Acra, within an oval figure of 
about three Englifli miles **. Towards the fouth , 
the upper town, and the fortrefs of David, were 
ere&ed on the lofty afeent of Mount Sion : on 

the north fide, the buildings of the lower town 
covered the fpacious fummit of Mount Acra; 
and a part of the hill, dillinguifhed by the name 
of Moriah, and levelled by human induftry , 
was crowned with the (lately temple of the Jewifh 
nation. After the final deftrudlion of the tem- 
ple, by the arms of Titus and Hadrian , aplough- 
lhare was drawn over the confecrated ground , 
as a fign of perpetual interdiction. Sion was 
deferted : and the vacant fpace of the lower city 
was filled with the public and private edifices 
of the Than colony , which fpread themfelves 
over the adjacent hill of Calvary. The holy 

places 
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places were polluted with monuments of idolatry ; 
and, either from delign or accident, a chapel was 
dedicated to Venus, on the fpot which had been 
fandified by the death and refurredion of Chrift 
Almoft three hundred years after thofe ftupendous 
events , the profane chapel of Venus was demo- 
lifhed by the order of Conftantine; and the re- 
moval of the earth and Hones revealed the holy 
fepulchre to the eyes of mankind. A magnificent 
church was ereded on that myftic ground, by the 
firft Chriftian emperor; and the effeds of his pious 
munificence were extended to every fpot, which 
had been confecrated by the footfleps of patriarchs , 
of prophets, and of the Son of God“. 

The pafTionate defire of contemplating the ori- 
ginal monuments of their redemption, attraded to 
Jerufalem a fucceflive crowd of pilgrims, from the 
fhores of the Atlantic ocean, and the mod diftant 
countries of the Eaft‘ l ; and their piety was au- 
thorifed by the example of the emprefs Helena; 
who appears to have united the credulity of age 
with the warm feelings of a recent converfion. 
Sages and heroes , who have vifitcd the memorable 
fcenes of ancient wifdom or glory, have confefled 
the infpiration of the genius of the place and 
the Chriftian , who knelt before the holy fe- 
pulchre, afcribed his lively faith, and his fervent 
devotion, to the more immediate influence of the 
Divine fpirit. The zeal, perhaps the avarice, of 
the clergy of Jerufalem , chcrifhed and multiplied 
thefe beneficial vifits.. They fixed, byunqueftion- 
able tradition, the fcen$ ®f each memorable event. 
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Chap. They exhibited the fndruments which had 
xxin. been ufed in the paflion of ( hrid ; the nails 
and the lance that had pierced his hands, his 
feet, and his fide; the crown of thorns that 
was planted on his head ; the pillar at which he 
was fcourged : and , above all , they (hewed the 
crofs on which he fuffered , and which was dug 
out of the earth in the reign of thofe princes , 
who inferted the fymbol of Chridianity in the 
banners of the Roman legions *\ Such miracles , 
as feemed neceffary to account for its extraor- 
dinary prefervation , and feafonable difcovery , 
were gradually propagated without oppofition. 
The cudody of the true crofs , which on Eader 
Sunday was folemnly expofed to the people , 
was entrufled to the bifliop of Jerufalem ; and , 
he alone might gratify the curious devotion of 
the pilgrims, by the gift of fmall pieces, which 
they enchafed in gold or gems , and carried away 
in triumph to their refpedive countries. But as 
this gainful branch of commerce mud foon have 
been annihilated , it was found convenient to 
fuppofe , that the marvellous wood poffefled a 
fecret power of vegetation;and that its fubdance , 
though continually diminiftied , dill remained en- 
tire and unimpaired'’. It might perhaps have 
been expedted, that the influence of the place, 
and the belief of a perpetual miracle , fliould have 
produced fome falutary effeds on the morals , as 
well as on the faith, of the people. Yet the 
mod refpedtable of the ecclefiadical writers have 
been obliged to confefs, not only that the ftreets 
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of Jerufalem were idled with the inceffant tumult 
of bnfinefs and pleafure “ , but that every fpecies 
of vice , adultery , theft, idolatry , poifoning, 
murder , was familiar to the inhabitants of the 
holy city ‘ 7 . The wealth and pre-eminence of 
the church of Jerufalem excited the ambition of 
Arian * as well as orthodox , candidates ; and the 
virtues of Cyril , who , fince his death , has beert 
honoured with the title of Saint , were difplayed 
in the exercife , rather than in the acquifition , of 
his epifcopal dignity “. 

The vain and ambitious mind of Julian might 
afpire to reftore the ancient glory of the temple 
of Jerufalem *\ As the Chriftians were firmly 
perfuaded that a fentence of everlafting deftruc- 
tion had been pronounced again ft the whole fabric 
of the Mofaic law , the Imperial fophift would 
have converted the fuccefs of his undertaking 
into a fpecious a'rgurtient againft the faith # of 
prophecy , and the truth cf revelation 7 \ He 
was difpleafed with the fpiritual worfhip of the 
fynagogue; but he approved the inftitutions of 
Mofes , who had not difdained to adopt many of 
the rites and ceremonies of Egypt 71 . The local 
and national deity of the Jews was fincerely 
adored by a polytheift , who defi reef only to mul- 
tiply the number of the gods 71 ; and fuch was" 
the appetite of Julian for bloody facrifice, that 
his emulation might be excited by the piety of 
Solomon , who had offered , at the feaft of the 
dedication, twenty -two thoufand oxen, and one 
hundred and twenty thoufand ftieep 7 ’. Thefe 
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chap, confldcrations might influence his defign ; but 
xxxn. the profpetfl of an immediate and important ad- 
vantage , would not fuffer the impatient monarch 
to expect the remote and uncertain event of the 
Perfian war. He refolved to ered, without de- 
lay, on the commanding eminence of Moriah, a 
{lately temple, which might eclipfe the fplendor 
of the church of the Refurredtion on the adja- 
cent hill of Calvary; to eltablifh an order of 
priefts , whofe interefted zeal would detedl the 
arts , and refill the ambition , of their Chriftian 
rivals ; and to invite a numerous colony of Jews , 
whofe Item fanaticifm would be always prepared 
. to fecond , and even to anticipate, the hollile 
meafures of the pagan government. Among the 
friends of the emperor (if the names of emperor 
and of friend are not incompatible ) the firfl 
place was afligned, by Julian himfelf, to the vir- 
tuous and learned AJypius 7 *. The humanity of 
Alypius was tempered by fevere jullice, and 
manly fortitude ; and while he exercifed his abi- 
lities in the civil adminiftration of Britain , he 
imitated, in his poetical compofitions , the har- 
mony and foftnefs of the odes of Sappho. This 
miniller, to whom Julian communicated , with- 
out referve , his mod carelefs levities , and his 
moll ferious courtfels , received an extraordinary 
commilfion to reltore, in its priftine beauty, the 
temple of Jerufalem ; and the diligence of Aly- 
pius required and obtained the llrenuous fupport 
of the governor of Palelline. At the call of their 
great deliverer, the Jews, from all the provinces 
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of the empire, aflcmbled on the holy mountain 
of their fathers ; and their infolent triumph alarm- 
ed and exafperated the Chriftian inhabitants of 
Jerufalem. The defire of rebuilding the temple 
has, in every age , been the ruling paflion of the 
children of Ifrael. In this propitious moment 
the men forgot their avarice, and the women 
their delicacy ; fpades and pickaxes of filver were 
provided by the vanity of the rich , and the rub- 
bifh was tranfported in mantles of filk and purple. 
Every purfe was opened in liberal contributions, 
every hand claimed a lhare in the pious labour; 
and the commands of a great monarch were 
executed by the enthufiafm of a whole people ”. 

Yet, on this occafion, the joint efforts of 
power and enthufiafm were unfuecefsful ; and 
the ground of the Jewiih temple, which is now 
covered by a .Mahometan mofque 7 ‘, ftiJl con- 
tinued to exhibit the fame edifying fpectacle of 
ruin and defolation. Perhaps the abfence and 
death of the emperor, and the new maxims of a 
Chriftian reign , might explain the interruption 
of an arduous work , which was attempted only 
in the laft fix months of the life of Julian T \ 
But the Chriftians entertained a natural and 
pious expe&ation, that, in this memorable con- 
teft, the honour of religion would be vindicated 
by fome fignal miracle. An earthquake, a whirl- 
wind, and a fiery eruption, which overturned 
and fcattered the new foundations of the temple, 
are attefted, with fome variations, by contem- 
porary afid rcfpedable evidence 7 *. This public 
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event is defcribed by Ambrofe 7 ', bifhop of Mi- 
lan , in an epiftle to the emperor Theodofius, 
which muft provoke the fevere animadverfion of 
the Jews; by the eloquent Chryfoftom*°, who 
might appeal to the memory of the elder part of 
his congregation at Antioch ; and by Gregory 
Nazianzen , who publilhed his account of the 
miracle before the expiration of the fame year. 
The lad of thefe writers has boldly declared, 
that this preternatural event was not difputed by 
the infidels ; and his affertion , ftrange as it may 
fecm , is confirmed by the unexceptionable tefti- 
mony of Ammianus JVIarcellinus *\ The philo- 
fophic foldier, who loved the virtues, without 
adopting the prejudices, of his mafter , has re- 
corded , in his judicious and candid hiftory of 
his own times , the extraordinary obftacles which 
interrupted the reftoration of the temple of Jeru- 
falem “ Whilft Alypius, affifted by the go- 
“ vernor of the province , urged , with vigour 
K and diligence, the executipn of the work, 
“ horrible balls of fire breaking out near the 
“ foundations with frequent and reiterated at>! 
“'tacks, rendered the place, from time to time, 
cc inacceflible to the fcorched and blafted work- 
“ tnen ; and the victorious clement continuing 
“ in this manner obftinately and refolutely bent , 
“ as it were, to drive them to a diftance, the 
“ undertaking was abandoned. ” Such authority 
fhould fatisfy a believing, and muft aftonilh an 
incredulous , mind. Yet a philofopher may ftill 
Require the original evidence of impartial ancj 
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intelligent fpedlators. At this important crifis, c 
any lingular accident of nature would a (fume the 
appearance, and produce the effects , of a real 
prodigy. This glorious deliverance would be 
fpeedily improved and magnified by the pious art 
of the clergy of Jerufalem, and the adlive cre- 
dulity of the Chriftian world ; and , at the diflance 
of twenty years, a Roman hifiorian , carelefs of 
theological difputes , might adorn his work with 
the fpecious and fplendid miracle **. 

The reftoration of the Jewifh temple was fe- 
cretly connedted with the ruin of the Chriftian 
church. Julian ftill continued to maintain the 
freedom of religious worfhip, without diftinguifli- 
ing , whether this univerfal toleration proceeded 
from his juftice, or his clemency. He affedted 
to pity the unhappy Chriftians, who were mif- 
taken in the moft important objedt of their lives ; 
but his pity was degraded by contempt , his con- 
tempt was embittered by hatred ; and the fen- 
timents of Julian were exprefTed in a ftyle of 
farcaftic wit , which inflidts a deep and deadly 
wound , whenever it ifiues from the mouth of a 
fovereign. As he was fenfible that the Chriftians 
gloried in the name of their Redeemer , he coun- 
tenanced , and perhaps enjoined , the ufe of the 
lefs honourable appellation of G a l i l X. A N s *\ 
He declared, that, by the folly of the Galilaeans, 
whom he deferibes as afedt of fanatics, contempt- 
ible to men, and odious to the gods, the empire 
had been reduced to the brink of deftrudtion ; 
•and he infinuates in a public edidt , that a frantic 
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c h a p. patient # might fometimes be cured by faintary 
xxm. violence*’. An ungenerous diflindion was ad- 
mitted into the mind and counfels of Julian , that , 
according to the difference of their religious fen- 
timents , one part of his fubjeds deferved his 
favour and friendfliip , while the other was enti- 
tled only to the common benefits that his juftice 
could not refufe to an obedient people *‘. Ac- 
cording to a principle. , pregnant with mifehief 
and oppreflion , the emperor transferred , to the 
. pontiffs of his own religion, the management of 
t^ie liberal allowances from the public revenue , 
which had been granted to the church by the 
piety of Conftantine and his fons. The proud 
fyflem of clerical honours and immunities , which 
had been conftruded with fo much art and la- 
bour, was levelled to the ground; the hopes of 
teflamentary donations were intercepted by the 
rigour of the laws ; and the priefls of the Chrif- 
tian fed were confounded with the lafl and moft 
ignominious clafs of the people. Such of thefe 
regulations as appeared neceffary to check the 
ambition and avarice of the ecclefiaflics , were 
foon afterwards imitated by the wifdom of an 
orthodox prince. The peculiar diflindions which 
policy has bellowed , or fuperflition has lavilhed , 
on the facerdotal order, mujl be confined to thofe 
priefls who profefs the religion of the flate. 
But the will of the legiflator was not exempt froin 
prejudice and paflion ; and it wa,s the objed of 
the infidious policy of Julian , to deprive the 
Chriftians of all the temporal honours and 
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advantages which rendered them refpeftable in 
the eyes of the world * 7 . 

A juft and fcvere cenfure has been infli&ed 
on the law which prohibited the Chriftians from 
teaching the arts of grammar and rhetoric 
The motives alleged by the emperor to jollify 
this partial and opprcflive meafure, might com- 
mand , during his life-time, the filence of flavcs 
and the applaufe of flatterers. Julian abufes the 
ambiguous meaning of a word which might be 
indifferently applied to the language and the re- 
ligion of the Greeks: he contemptuoufly ob- 
ferves , that the men who exalt the merit of im- 
plicit faith are unfit to claim or to enjoy the 
advantages of fcience; and he vainly contends, 
that if they refufe to adore the gods of Homer 
and Demofthenes , they ought to content them* 
felves with expounding Luke ancj Matthew in the 
churches of the Galilaeans **. In all the cities 
of the Roman world , the education of the youth 
•was entrufted to mailers of grammar and rhe- 
toric; who were eledted by the magiftrates, 
maintained at the public expence, and diftin- 
guilhed by many lucrative and honourable pri- 
vileges. The edicl of Julian appears to have 
included the phyficians, and profeflors of all the 
liberal arts; and the emperor, who referved to 
himfelf the approbation of the candidates , was 
authorifed by the laws to corrupt, or to puniflt, 
the religious conftancy of the moll learned of the 
Chriftians **. As foon as the refignation of the 
more obftinate *1 teachers had eftabliflied the 
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ilnrivalled dominion of the Pagan fophifts , Julian 
invited the rifmg generation to refort with free- 
dom to the public fchools, in a juft confidence, 
that their tender minds would receive the im- I 
preflions of literature and idolatry. If the greateft 
part of the Chriftian youth Ihould be deterred 
by their own fcruples, or by thofe of their pa- 
rents , from accepting this dangerous mode of 
inftru&ion, they, muff, at the fame time, relin« 
quilh the benefits of a liberal education. Julian 
had reafon to expedl that, in the fpace of a few 
years, the church would relapfe into its primae- 
val fimplicity , and that the theologians , who 
pofieffed an adequate lhare of the learning and 
eloquence of the age, would be fucceeded by a 
generation of blind and ignorant fanatics, incapable 
of defending the truth of their own principles , os 
of expofing the various follies of Polytheifm **. 

It was undoubtedly the wifii and the defign of 
Julian to deprive the Chriftians of the advantages 
of wealth, of knowledge , and of power ; but the 
jnjuftice of excluding them from all offices of 
truft and profit, feems to have been the refult of 
his general policy , rather than the immediate 
confequencc of any pofitive law ”. Superior 
merit might deferve, and obtain, fome extraor- 
dinary exceptions ; but the greater part of the 
Chriftian officers were gradually removed from 
their employments in the ftate , the army, and the 
provinces. The hopes of future candidates were 
extinguiffied by the declared partiality of a 
prince , who malicioufly reminded them , that it 
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was unlawful for a Chriftian to ufe the fword , c h a p. 
either, of juftice, or, of war: and who ftudi- xxill. 
oufly guarded the camp and the tribunals with 
the enfigns of idolatry. The powers of govern- 
ment were entrufted'to the Pagans, who pro- 
felfed an ardent zeal for the religion of their 
anceftors; and as the choice of the emperor was 
often directed by the rules of divination , the 
favourites whom he preferred as the mod agree- 
able to the gods , did not always obtain the ap- 
probation of mankind Under the admini- • 

fixation of their enemies , the Chriftians had much 
to fuffer , and more to apprehend. The temper 
of Julian was'averfe to cruelty; and the care of 
his reputation which was expofed to the eyes of 
the univerfe, reftrained the philofophic monarch 
from violating the laws of juftice and toleration t 
which he himfelf had fo recently eftabliffied. 

But the provincial minifters of his authority were 
placed in a lefs confpicuous ftation. In the 
exercife of arbitrary power, they confulted the 
wilhes , rather than the commands , of their fove- 
reign ; and ventured to exercife a fecret and vexa- « 
tious tyranny againft the fectaries , on whom they • 

were not permitted to confer the honours of 
martyrdom. The emperor, who diflembled , as 
long as poflible, his knowledge of the injuftice 
that was exercifed in his name , expreffed his real 
fenfe of the condudl of his officers, by gentle 
reproofs and fubftantial rewards 
The mod effe&ual inftrument of oppreffion , 
with which they were armed , was the J law_ that 
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chap- obliged the Chriftians to make full and ample 
xxiii. fatisfaction for the temples which they had de- 
They are ft r0 yed under the preceding reign. The zeal of 
the triumphant church had not always expedled 
the fandion of the public authority ; and • the 
bifliops, who were fecure of impunity , had often 
marched, at the head of their congregations, to 
attack and demolilh the fortrefles of the prince 
of darknefs. The confecrated lands, which had 
encreafed the patrimony of the fovereign or of 
the clergy, were clearly defined, and eafily re- 
ftored. But on thefe lands, and, on the ruins of 
Pagan fuperftition , the Chriftians had frequently 
ere&ed their own religious edifices : and as it 
was neceflary to remove the church before the 
temple could be rebuilt, the juftice and piety of 
the emperor were applauded by one party, while 
the other deplored and execrated his facrilegious 
violence **. After the ground was cleared, the 
reflitution of thofe {lately ftrudures, which had 
been levelled with the dufi:; and of the precious 
ornaments, which had been converted to Chrif- 
tian ufes , fwelled into a very large account of 
damages and debt. The authors of the injury 
had neither the ability nor the inclination to dif- 
charge this accumulated demand : and the im- 
partial wifdom of a legiflator would have been 
difplayed in balancing the adverfe claims and 
complaints , by an equitable and temperate ar- 
i bitration. But the whole empire, and particu- 
larly the Eaft, was thrown into confufion by the 
rafli edidls of Julian ; and the Pagan magiftrates , 
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inflamed by zeal and revenge , abufed the rigorous 
privilege of the Roman law; which fubftitutes , 
in the place of his inadequate property , the perfon 
of the infolvent debtor. Under the preceding 
reign, Mark, bilhop of Arethufa * 7 , had la- 
boured in the converlion of his people with arms 
more effe&ual than thofe of perfuafion The 
magidrates required ,the full value of a temple 
which had been deftroyed by his intolerant zeal : 
but as they were fatisfied of his poverty , they 
defired only to bend his inflexible fpirit to the 
promife of the flighted compenfation. They 
apprehended the aged prelate , they inhumanly 
fcourged him , they tore his beard ; and 1M 
naked body, anointed with honey , was fufpended , 
in a net, between heaven and earth , and ex- 
pofed to the dings of infedls and the rays of a 
Syrian Sun". From this lofty dation , Mark 
dill perflded to glory in his crime, and to infult 
the impotent rage of his perfecutors. He was at 
length refcued from their hands , and difmifled 
to enjoy the honour of his divine triumph. The 
Arians celebrated the virtue of their pious con- 
feflor; the catholics ambitioufly claimed his al- 
liance'"; and the Pagans, who might be fuf- 
ceptible of fliame or remorfe , were deterred from 
the repetition of fuch unavailing cruelty ,0 \ Ju- 
lian fpared his life : but if the bilhop of Are- 
thufa had faved the infancy of Julian 101 , pode- 
rity will condemn the ingratitude , indead of 
' praifmg the clemency , of the emperor. 
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0 H a r. At the diftance of five miles from Antioch, 
Xxiii. the Macedonian kings of Syria had confecrated to 
The tem- Apollo one of the moft elegant places of devotion 
«red*grove* i n the Pagan world A magnificent temple 

«f Daphne. r ofe in honour of the god of light; and his Co- 
lofial figure 1 ' 4 almoft filled the capacious (andtuary, 
which was enriched with gold and gems , and 
adorned by the fkill of the Grecian artifts. The 
deity was reprefented in a bending attitude, with 
a golden cup in his hand , pouring out a libation 
v on the earth ; as if he fupplicated the venerable 
mother to give to his arms the cold and beauteous 
Daphne: for the fpot was ennobled by fidtion ; 
0ul the fancy of the Syrian poets had tranfported 
the amorous tale from the banks of the Peneus 
to thofc of the Orontes. The ancient rites of 
Greece were imitated by the royal colony of 
Antioch. A ftream of prophecy, which rivalled 
the truth and reputation of the Delphic oracle, 
flowed from the Cajiulian fountain of Daphne 
In the adjacent fields a ftadium was built by a 
fpccial privilege , which had been purchafed 
from Elis; the Olympic games were celebrated at 
the expence of the city; and a revenue of thirty 
thoufand pounds fterling was annually applied to 
the public pleafures 10 \ The perpetual refort of 
pilgrims and fpe&ators infenfibly formed , in the 
neighbourhood of the temple, the (lately and 
populous village of Daphne, which emulated the 
fplendor, without acquiring the title, of a pro- 
vincial city. The temple and the village were 
deeply bofomed in a thick grove of laurels and 
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cypreflfes, which reached --as far as a circumfer- 1 
ence of ten miles, and formed in the mod fultry 
fummers a cool and impenetrable lhade. A 
thoufand dreams of the pured water , ifluing 
from every hill , preferved the verdure of the 
earth, and the temperature of the air; the fenfes 
were gratified with harmonious founds and aro- 
matic odours ; and the peaceful grove was con- 
fecrated to health and joy , to luxury and love. 
The vigorous youth purfued , like Apollo, the 
objedf of his dffires ; and the blufliing maid was 
warned, by the fate of Daphne, to fliun the folly 
of unfeafonable coynefs. The foldier and the ‘ 
philofopher wifely avoided the temptation of this 
fenfual paradife ,0 * ; where pleafure , afluming the 
charadter of religion , imperceptibly diffolved the 
firmnefs of manly virtue. But the groves of 
Daphne continued for many ages to enjoy the 
veneration of natives and drangers ; the privi- 
leges of the holy ground were enlarged by the 
munificeuce of fucceeding emperors ; and every 
generation added new ornaments to the fplendor 
of the temple '**. 

When Julian, on the day of the annual fedi- 
val , hadened to adore the Apollo of Daphne, 
liis devotion was raifed to the highed pitch of 
eagernefs and impatience. His lively imagina- 
tion anticipated the grateful pomp of vidtims , of 
libations, and of incenfe; a long procedion of 
youths and virgins, clothed in white robes, the 
fymbol of their innocence ; and the tumultuous 
c.oncourfc of an innumerable people. But the 
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s h a p. zeal of Antioch was diverted , fince the reign of 
xxiii. Chriftianity, into a different channel. Inftead 
of hecatombs of fat oxen facrificed by the tribes 
of a Wealthy city, to their tutelar deity, the em- 
peror complains that he found only a fingle 
goofe , provided at the expence of a prieft, the 
pale and folitary inhabitant of this decayed tem- 
p1e“\ The altar was deferted, the oracle had 
been reduced to filence , and the holy ground 
was profaned by the introduction of Chriftian 
and funeral rites. After Babyla* 11 ' ( a bifhop 
of Antioch, who died in prifon in the perfecu- 
'tion of Decius ) had relied near a century in his 
grave, his body, by the order of the Caefar Gal- 
lus, was tranfported into the midft of the grove 
of Daphne. A magnificent church was erected 
over his remains; a portion of the facred lands 
was nfurped for the maintenance of the clergy, 
and for the burial of the Chriftians of Antioch, 
who were ambitious of lying at the feet of their 
bilhop , and the priefts, of Apollo retired, with 
their affrighted and indignant votaries. As foon 
as another revolution feemed to rellore the for. 
tune of Paganifm, the church of St. Babylas was 
demoliflied, and new buildings were added to 
the mouldering edifice which had been raifed by 
the piety of Syrian kings. But the firffc and 
moll ferious care of Julian was to deliver his 
opprefled deity from the odious prefence of the 
dead and living Chriftians; who had fo effedually 
fuppreffed the voice of fraud or enthufiafm 
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The fcene of infedlion was purified, according to c H a p. 
the forms of ancient rituals; the bodies were de- xxiir* 
cently removed; and the minifters of the church Removal 
were permitted to convey the remains of St. of the dead 
Babylas to their former habitation within the walls an ,i co ’ n _ 
of Antioch. The model! behaviour which might flagration 
have afiuaged the jealoufy of an hoflile govern- °^ th * tenl " 
ment , was negle&ed on this occafion by the zeal 
of the Chriftians. The lofty car, that tranfported 
the Relics of Babylas, was followed, and accom- 
panied, and received, by an innumerable mul- 
titude; who chanted, with thundering acclama- 
tions , the Pfalms of David the mod expreffive 
of their contempt for idols and idolaters. The 
return of the faint was a triumph; and the triumph 
was an infult on the religion of the emperor, 
who exerted his pride to diffemble his refentment. 

During the night which terminated this indifereet 
procellion, the temple of Daphne was in flames; 
the ftatue of Apollo was confumed; and the 
walls of the edifice were left a naked and awful 
monument of ruin. The Chriftrans of Antioch 
aflerted, with religious confidence, that the 
powerful interceflion of St. Babylas had pointed 
the lightnings of heaven againft the devoted roof : 
but as Julian was reduced to the alternative, of 
believing either a crime or a miracle, he chofe, 
without hefitation, without evidence, but with 
fome colour of probability, to impute the fire of 
Daphne to the revenge of the Galilaeans ,,J . 

Their offence, had it been fufficicntly proved, 
might have juftified the retaliation , which was 
Vol. IV. G • 
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chap, immediately executed by the order of Julian, of 
xxiii. Hunting the doors , and conhfcating the wealth, 
Julian f 0 f t ] ie cathedral of Antioch. To difeover the 
cathedral criminals who were guilty of the tumult, of the 
of Antioch, fire, or of fecreting the riches of the church, fe- 
veral ecclcfiaftics were tortured 1 ' 4 ; and a prefbyter, 
of the name of 1 heodoret, was beheaded by the 
fentence of the Count of the baft. But this hafty 
ad was blamed by the emperor; who lamented, 
with real or affeded concern, that the imprudent 
* zeal of his minifters would .taruifh his reign with 
the difgrace of perfecution ,,s . 

r I he zeal of the minifters of Julian was in- 
ftantly checked by the frown of their fovereign ; 
but when the father of his country declares him- 
felf the leader of a faction , the licence of popular 
fury cannot eafily be reftrained, nor confiftently 
punifhed. Julian, in a public compofition, ap- 
plauds the devotion and loyalty of the holy cities 
of Syria, whofe pious inhabitants had deftroyed , 
at the firft fignal , the fepulchres of the Gali- 
leans; and faintly complains, that they had re- 
venged the injuries of the gods with 1 fs moder- 
ation than he flionld have recommended 
This impeded and reludant confeflion may ap- 
pear to confirm the ecclefiaftical narratives; that 
in the cities of Gaza, Afcalon, Caefarea , Helio- 
polis, &c. the Pagans abufed , without prudence 
or remorfe, the moment of their profperity; that 
the unhappy objects of their cruelty were releafed 
fr< m torture only bv d< ath ; that as their man- 
gled bodies were dragged through the ftreets , 
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they were pierced (fuch was the nniverfal rage) chap. 
by the fpits of cooks, and the diftaffs of enraged xxui- 
women; and that the entrails of Chriftian priefls 
and virgins , after they had been tailed by thofe 
bloody fanatics, were mixed with barley, and 
contemptuoufly thrown to the unclean animals of 
the city 117 . Such fcenes of religious tnadnefs ex- 
hibit the mod contemptible and odious picture of 
human nature ; but the mafiaere of Alexandria 
attracts Hill more attention , from the certainty 
of the fact, the rank of the victims, and the 
fplcndor of the capital of Egypt. 

George 118 , from his parents or his education, George of 
fumamed the Cappadocian , was born at Epiphania cappado- 
in Cilicia, in a fuller’s drop, From this obfeure c,a ‘ 
and fervile origin he railed himfelf by the talents 
of a paraGte: and the patrons , whom he affiduoufly 
flattered , procured for their worthlefs dependent 
a lucrative commiffion, or contradt, to fupply the 
army ■fvith bacon. His employment was mean: he 
rendered it infamous. He accumulated wealth by ' 
the bafeft arts of fraud and corruption; but his 
malverfations were fo notorious , that George wa9 
compelled to efcape from the purfuits of juftiee. 

AfttF this difgrace, in which he appears to have 
faved his fortune at the expence of his honour , 
he embraced, with real or affected zeal, the pro- 
feffion of Arianifm. From thejlove, or the oftent- 
ation, of learning, he collected a valuable library 
of h iff ory , rhetoric, philofophy and theology 
and the choice of the prevailing fadtion promoted 
George of Cappadocia to the throne of Athanafius, 
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chap. The entrance of the new archbiftiop was that of 
xxin. a Barbarian conqueror; and each moment of his 
reign was polluted by cruelty and avarice. The. 
Catholics of Alexandria and Egypt were aban- 
doned to a tyrant, qualified, by nature and edu- 
eppreffes cation , to exercife the office of perfecution; but 
Atcxan. he oppreffed with an impartial hand the various 
inhabitants of his extenfive diocefe. The pri- 
mate of Egypt aflumed the pomp and infolence 
of his lofty Ration; but he ftill betrayed the vices 
of his bafe and fervile extradion. The merchants 
of Alexandria were impoverilhed by the unjufl, 
and almoft univerfal, monopoly, which he ac- 
quired, of nitre, fait, paper, funerals &c. : and 
the fpiritual father ol a great people condefcended 
to pradtife the vile and pernicious arts of an in- 
former. The Alexandrians could never forget, 
nor forgive, the tax, which he fuggefted , on all 
the houfes of the city ; under an obfolete claim , 
that the royal founder had conveyed to his fuc- 
ceffors, the Ptolemies and the Caefars, the per- 
petual property of the foil. The Pagans, who 
had been flattered with the hopes of freedom and 
toleration, excited his devout avarice; and the 
rich temples of Alexandria were either pillaged 
or infulted by the haughty prelate, who ex- 
claimed, in aloud and threatening tone, “How 
“ long will thefe fepulchres be permitted to 
“ ftand?” Under the reign of Conftantius, he 
was expelled by the fury , or rather by the juftice, 
of the people; and it was not without a violent 
Jftruggle , that the civil and military powers of 
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the ftate could reftore his authority, and gratify 
his revenge. The mefl'enger who proclaimed at 
Alexandria the acceftion of Julian , announced 
the downfal of the archbilhop. George , with 
two of his obfequious minifters, count Diodorus, 
and Dracontius , mailer of the mint , were igno- 
minioufly dragged in chains to the public prifon. 
At the end of twenty-four days, the prifon was 
forced open by the rage of a fuperftitious mul- 
titude, impatient of the tedious forms of judicial 
proceedings. The enemies of gods and men ex- 
pired under their cruel infults; the lifelefs bodies 
of the archbilhop and his alTociates were carried 
in triumph through the llreets on the back of 
a camel ; and the inatftivity of the Athanafian 
party ,1# was elleemed a fhining example of evan- 
gelical patience. The remains of thefe guilty 
wretches were thrown into the fea; and the po- 
pular leaders of the tumult declared their refolu- 
tion to difappoint the devotion of the Chrillians, 
ond to intercept the future honours of thefe 
martyrs , who had been punilhed , like their pre- 
decelfors , by the enemies of their, religion 
The fears of the Pagans were juft, and their pre- 
cautions ineffectual. The meritorious death of 
the archbilhop obliterated the memory of his 
life. The rival of Athanafius was dear and fa- 
cred to the Arians, and the feeming converfion 
of thofe fedlaries introduced his worlhip into the 
bofom of the Catholic church The odious 
ftranger , difguifing every circumftance of time 
and place, alfumed the maik of a martyr, a faint, 
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and a Chriftian hero 1,1 } and the infamous George 
of Cappadocia has been transformed ,I+ into the 
renowned St. George of England , the patron of 
arms, of chivalry, and of the gaiter 

About the fame time that Julian was informed 
of the tumult of Alexandria, he received intelli- 
gence from Edeffa , that the proud and wealthy 
faction of the Arians had infulted the weaknefs 
of the Valentinians ; and committed fuch diforders, 
as ought not to be fuffered with impunity in a 
well-regulated ftate. Without expe&ing the flow- 
forms of juftice , the exafperated prince directed 
his mandate to the magiftrates of Edefla “ 7 , by 
which he confifcated the whole property of the 
church: the money was diflributed among the fol- 
diers ; the lands were added to the domain; and 
this aft of oppreffion was aggravated by the moft 
ungenerous irony. “ I fhew myfelf, ” fays Julian, 
* c the true friend of the Galilseans. Their admirable 
<c law has promifed the kingdom of heaven to the 
“ poor ; and they will advance with more dili- 
<c gence in the paths of virtue and falvation , 
<c when they are relieved by my affirtance from 
<c the load of temporal poffeflions. Take care,” 
purfued the monarch, in a more ferious tone, 
“ take care how you provoke my patience and 
“ humanity. If thefe diforders continue, I will 
“ revenge on the magiftrates the crimes of the 
“ people; and you will have reafon to dread, not 
<c only confifcation and exile, but fire and the 
tc fword. ” The tumults of Alexandria were doubt- 
lefs of a more bloody and- dangerous nature : but 
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a Chriftian biffiop had fallen by the hands of the 
Pagans; and the public epi file of Julian affords a 
very lively proof of the partial fpirit of his admi- 
niftration. His reproaches to the citizens of Alex- 
andria are mingled with expreftions of efteem and 
tendernefs; and he laments, that, on this occafion, 
they (hould have departed from the gentle and 
generous manners which attefted their Grecian 
extraction. He gravely cenfures the offence which 
they had committed againft the laws of juftice 
and humanity; but he recapitulates, with vifible 
complacency , the intolerable provocations which 
they had fo long endured from the impious ty- 
ranny of George of Cappadocia. Julian admits the 
principle, that a wife and vigorous government 
fhould chaftife the infolence of the people: yet, 
in confideration of their founder Alexander , and 
of Serapis their tutelar deity, he grants a free and 
gracious pardon to the guilty city, for which he 
again feels the affeCtion of a brother ,1 \ 

Alter the tumult of Alexandria had fubfided , 
Athanafius, amidft the public acclamations , feated 
himfelf on the throne from whence his unworthy 
competitor had been precipitated : and as the zeal 
of the archbilhop was tempered with diferetion, 
the exercife of his authority tended not to in- 
flame, but to reconcile, the minds of the people. 
His paftoral labours were not confined to the 
narrow limits of Egypt. The ftate of the 
Chriftian world was prefent to his adtive and 
capacious mind; and the age, the merit, the re- 
putation of Athanafius, enabled him to affume* 
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chap. in a moment of danger , the office of Ecclcfi- 
xxm. adical Dictator Three years were not yet 

elapfed fince the majority of the bilhops of the 
W eft had ignorantly , or reludtantly , fubfcribed , 
the confefiion of Rimini. They repented, they 
believed , but they dreaded the unieafonable ri- 
gour of their orthodox brethren ; and if their 
pride was ftronger than their faith , they might 
throw themfelves into the arms of the Arians , 
to efcape the indignity of a public penance , 
which rauft degrade them to the condition of 
obfcure laymen. At the fame time , the domedic 
differences concerning the unjon and didin&ion 
of the divine perfons , were agitated with fome 
heat among the Catholic doctors; and the pro- 
grefs of this metaphyfical controverfy feemed to 
threaten a public and lading divifion of the Greek 
and Latin churches. By the wifdom of a feledl 
fynod , to which the name and prefence of Atha- 
nafius gave the authority of a general council , 
the bifhops, who* had unwarily deviated into 
error, were admitted to the communion of the 
church , on the eafy condition of fubferibing the 
Nicene Creed; without any formal acknowledg- 
ment of their pad fault, or any minute definition 
of their fcholadic opinions. The advice of the 
primate of Egypt had already prepared the clergy 
of Gaul and Spain , of Italy and Greece , for the 
reception of this falutary meafure; and, not- 
withdanding the oppofition of fome ardent fpi- 
rits 1,0 , the fear of the common enemy promoted 
the peace and harmony of the Chridians lM . 


Digitized by Google 1 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 105 

The fkill and diligence of the primate of Egypt 
had improved the feafon of tranquillity, before 
it was interrupted by the hoftile edi&s of the 
emperor”*. Julian, who defpifed the Chriftians, 
honoured Athanafius with his fincere and peculiar 
hatred. For his fake alone , he introduced an 
arbitrary diftindtion , repugnant , at leaft to the 
fpirit , of his former declarations. He main- 
tained, that the Galileans , whom he had recalled 
from exile, were not reftored , by that general 
indulgence, to the polfeflion of their refpedtive 
churches: and he exprelfed his aflonilhment , 

that a criminal, who had been repeatedly con- 
demned by the judgment of the emperors, fliould 
dare to infult the majefty of the laws , and info- 
lently ufurp the archiepifcopal throne of Alex- 
andria, without expedting the orders of his fo- 
vereign. As a punifhment for the imaginary 
offence, he again banifhed Athanafius from the 
city; and he was pleafed to fuppofe, that this 
pdt of juftice would be highly agreeable to his 
pious fub|ecls. The preffing folicitations of the 
people form convinced him , that the majority 
of the Aldxandnans were Chriftians; and that 
the greateft part of the Chriftians were firmly 
attached to the caufe of their oppreffed primate. 
But the knowledge of their fentiments, inftead of 
perfuading him to recal his decree, provoked 
him to extend to all Egypt the term of the exile 
of Athanafius. The zeal of the multitude ren- 
dered Julian ftill more inexorable: he was 

alarmed by the danger of leaving at the head of 
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c H a p. a tumultuous city , a daring and popular leader ; 
xxiii.' and the language of his refentment difcovers the 
opinion which he entertained of the courage and 
abilities of Athanafms. The execution of the 
fentence was hill delayed , by the caution or 
negligence of Ecdicius , prefect of Egypt , who 
was at length awakened from his lethargy by a 
fevere reprimand. ‘‘ Though you neglect, ” fays 
Julian, “ to write to me on any other fubjedl , 
“ at leaft it is your duty to inform me of your 
<£ condud towards Athanafms, the enemy of the 
<£ gods. JVly intentions have been long fince 
<£ communicated to you. I fwear by the great 
“ Serapis, that unlefs , on the calends of De- 
<c cember, Athanafms has departed from Alex- 
C£ andria , nay from Egypt , the officers of your 
c ‘ government fhall pay a fine of one hundred 
“ pounds of gold. You know my temper: I 
“ am flow to condemn , but I am ffill flower to 
“ forgive. ” This epiftle was enforced by a 
fhort poftfcript , written with the emperor’s own 
hand. “ The contempt that is fhewn for all the 
“ gods fills me with grief and indignation. 
C£ There is nothing that I fhould fee , nothing 
“ that I. fhould hear, with more pleafure, than 
“ the expulfion of Athanafms from all E'gypt. 
<£ The abominable wretch! under my reign, 
“ the baptifm of feveral Grecian ladies of the 
<£ higheft rank has been the effed of his per- 
<£ fecutions I,} . ” The death of Athanafms was 
not txprefsly commanded; but the pnefed of 
Egypt underftood, that it was fafer for him to 
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exceed, than to negled, the orders of an irritated 
matter. The archbilhop prudently retired to the 
monafteries of the Defert: eluded, with his ufual 
dexterity, the .fnares of the enemy; and lived 
to triumph over the alhes of a prince, who, in 
words of formidable import , had declared his 
wifli that the whole venom of the Galiliean fohool 
were contained in the Angle perfon of Athanafius ,14 . 

I have endeavoured faithfully to reprefent the 
artful fyftem by which Julian propofed to obtain 
the effeds , without incurring the guilt, or re- 
proach, of perfecution. But if the deadly fpirit 
of fanaticifm perverted the heart and undemand- 
ing of a virtuous prince, it mud, at the fame 
time, be confefled, that the real fufferings of the 
ChriAians were inflamed and magnified by hu- 
man paflions and religious enthufiafm. The 
meeknefs and refignation which had diftinguilhed 
the primitive difciples of the gofpel , was the 
objed of the applaufe , rather than of the imita- 
tion , of their fucceflors. The Chriftians , who 
had now poflefled above forty years the civil and 
ecclefiaftical government of the empire , had con- 
traded the infolent vices of profperity '**, and 
the habit of believing, that the faints alone were 
entitled to reign over the earth. As foon as the 
enmity of Julian deprived the clergy of the pri- 
vileges which had been conferred by the favour 
of Conftantine, they complained of the mod 
cruel oppreflion ; and the free toleration of ido- 
laters and heretics was a fubjed of grief and 
fcandal to the orthodox party ,5 ‘. The ads of 
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chap, violence, which were no longer countenanced by 
XXiii. the magiftrates, were ftill committed by the zeal 
of the people. At Peflinus, the altar of Cybele 
was overturned almoft in the prefence of the 
emperor; and in the city of Csefarea in Cappa- 
docia , the temple of Fortune, the foie place of 
worlhip which had been left to the Pagans, was 
f deftroyed by the rage of a popular tumult. On 

thefe occafions, a prince, who felt for the honour 
of the gods , was not difpofed to interrupt the 
courfe of juftice; and his mind was ftill more 
deeply exafperated , when he found , that the 
fanatics, who had deferved and fuffered the pu- 
nifhment of incendiaries , were rewarded with 
the honours of martyrdom t>T . The Chriftian 
fubjcdts of Julian were -allured of the hoftile de- 
figns of their fovereign ; and , to their jealous 
apprehenfion , every circumftance of his govern- 
ment might afford fome grounds of difcontent 
and fufpicion. In the ordinary adminiftration of 
the laws, the Chriftians , who formed fo large a 
* part of the people , muft frequently be con- 
demned : but their indulgent brethren , without 
examining the merits of the caufe , prefumed 
their innocence , allowed their claims , and im- 
puted the feverity of their judge to the partial 
malice of religious perfecution Thefe pre- 

l'ent hard (hips, intolerable as they might appear, 
were reprefented as a flight prelude of the im- 
pending calamities. The Chriftians confidered 
Julian as a cruel and crafty tyrant ; who fuf- 
pended the execution of his revenge , till he 
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fhould return victorious from the Perfian war. 
They expeded , that as foon as he had triumphed 
over the foreign enemies of Rome, he would 
Jay afide the irkfome mafk of diflimulation ; that 
the amphitheaters would ftream with the blood 
of hermits and bilhops; and that the Chriftians, 
who (till perfevered in the profeflion of the faith , 
would be deprived of the common benefits of 
nature and fociety M \ Every calumny ,4 ° that 
could wound the reputation of the Apoftate, was 
creduloufly embraced by the fears and hatred of 
his adverfaries; and their indifereet clamours 
provoked the temper of a fovereign, whom it 
was their duty to refped, and their intereft to 
flatter. They ftill protefted, that prayers and 
tears were their only weapons againft the impious 
tyrant, whofe head they devoted to the jullice 
of offended Heaven. But they infinuated , with 
fullen refolution, that their fubmiflion was no 
longer the effed of weaknefs ; and that, in the 
impeded ftate of human virtue, the patience, 
which is founded on principle , may be exhaufted 
by perfecution. It is impoflible to determine 
how far the zeal of Julian would have prevailed 
over his good fenfe and humanity: but, if we 
ferioufly refled on the ftrength and fpirit of the 
church, we fhall be convinced, that, before the 
emperor could have extinguilhed the religion of 
Chrift, he mull have involved bis country in 
the horrors of a civil war * 41 .' 
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CHAP. XXIV. 


Refdence of Julian at Antioch. — His fitcccfsful Ex- 
pedition againfl the Per fans. — Raff age of the 
Tigris. — The Retreat and Death of Julian. — 
Election of Jovian. — He fives the Roman Army 
by a difgtaceful Treaty • 

T II E philofophical fable which Julian com- 
pofed under the name of the Cjesars', is one 
of the moll agreeable and inftructive productions 
of ancient wit *. During the freedom and equa- 
lity of the days of the Saturnalia, Romulus pre- 
pared a feaft for the deities of Olympus, who 
had adopted him as a worthy affociate, and for 
the Roman princes, who had reigned over his 
martial people, and the vanquished nations of 
the earth. The immortals were placed in juft 
order on their thrones of Rate, and the table 
of the Caefars w£s Spread below the Moon, in 
the upper region of the air. The tyrants, who 
would have difgraced the fociety of gods and 
men, were thrown headlong, by the inexorable 
Nemefis, into the Tartarean abyfs. The reft 
of the Caefars fucceffively advanced to their feats; 
and, as they palfed, the vices, the defeCls, the 
bLemifhes of their refpeClive characters, were ma. 
licioufly noticed by old Siienus , a laughing nao- 
ralift, who difguifed the wifdom of a philofo- 
pher under the made of a Bacchanal *. As fbon 
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as the feaft was ended , the voice of Mercury c 
proclaimed the will of Jupiter, that a celeftial 
crown fhould be the reward of fupcrior merit. 
Julius Ccefar, Auguftus, Trajan, and Marcus 
Antoninus, were feledted as the moft illuftrious 
candidates; the effeminate Conftantine 4 was not 
excluded from this honourable competition , and 
the great Alexander was invited to difpute the 
prize of glory with the Roman heroes. Each 
of the candidates was allowed to difplay the merit 
of his own exploits; but, in the judgment of 
the gods, the modeft filence of Marcus, pleaded 
more powerfully than the elaborate orations 'of w 
his haughty rivals. When the judges of this 
awful conteft proceeded to examine the heart, 
and to ferutinize the fprings of adtion ; the fu- 
periority of the Imperial Stoic appeared ftill more 
decifive and confpicuous ’. Alexander and Caefar, 
Auguftus, Trajan, and Conftantine, acknow- 
ledged with a b ufli , that fame, or power, or 
pleafure, had been the important objedt of their 
labours : but the gods themfelves beheld , with 
reverence and love , a virtuous mortal , who had 
pradtifed on the throne the leflons of philofophy; 
and who, in a ftate of human imperfedlion , had , 
afpired to imitate the moral attributes of the 
Deity. The value of this agreeable compofttion 
(the Csefars of Julian) is enhanced by the rank 
of the author. A prince, who delineates with 
freedom the vices and virtues of his predeceffors , 
fubferibes , in every line, the cenfure or appro- 
bation of his own condudt. 
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In the cool moments of reflection, Julian pre- 
ferred the ufeful and benevolent virtues of An- 

» 

toninus: but his ambitious fpirit was inflamed 
by the glory of Alexander; and he folicitcd , 
with equal ardour, the el'teem of the wife, and 
the applaufe of the multitude. In the feafon of 
life, when the powers of the mind and body en- 
joy the moil adive vigour, the emperor, who 
was inftruded by the experience, and animated 
by the fuccefs, of the German war* refolved to 
fignalize his reign by fome more fplendid and 
memorable atchievement. The ambafladors of 
theEaft, from the continent of India, and the 
ifle of Ceylon *, had refpedfully faluted the Ro- 
man purple 7 . The nations of the Weft efteemed 
and dreaded the perfonal virtues of Julian , both 
in peace and war. He defpifed the trophies of 
a Gothic vidory*, and was fatisfied that the ra- 
pacious Barbarians of the Danube would be rc- 
ftrained from any future violation of the faith of 
treaties, by the terror of his name, and the ad- 
ditional fortifications , with -which he ftrcngthened 
the Thracian and Illyrian frontiers. The fuc- 
ceflor of Cyrus and Artaxerxes was the only rival 
whom he deemed worthy of his arms, and he 
refolved, by the final conqueft of Perfia, to 
cliaftife the haughty nation , which had fo long 
refilled and infulted the majefty of Rome *. As 
foon as the Perfian monarch was informed that 
the throne of Conftantius was filled by a prince 
of a very different charader, he condefcended to 
make fome artful, or perhaps fincerc, overtures, 

/ towards 
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towards a negociation of peace. But the pride 
of Sapor was adonilhed by the firmnefs of Ju- 
lian ; who dcrnly declared , that he would never 
confent to hold a peaceful conference among the 
flames and ruins of the cities of Mefopotamia ; 
and who added, with a fmile of contempt, that 
it was needlefs to treat by ambafladors, as he 
himfelf had determined to ^ifit fpeedily the court 
of Perfia. The impatience of the emperor urged 
the diligence of the military preparations. The 
generals were named ; a lormidable army was 
dedined for this important fervice ; and Julian, 
marching from Condantinople througlvthe pro^ 
vinces of Afia Minor, arrived at Antioch about 
eight months after the death of his predecelfor. 
His ardent defire to march into the heart of 
Perfia , was checked by the indifpenfablc duty 
of regulating the ftate of the empire; by his 
zeal to revive the worfliip of the gods ; and by 
the advice of his wiled friends; who reprefented 
the neccffuy of allowing the falutary interval of 
winter - quarters , to redoie the exhauded ftrength 
of the legions of Gaul, and the difeipline and 
fpirit of the Eadern troops. Julian was per- 
fuaded to fix, till the enfuing fpring, his refi- 
dence at Antioch , among a people malicioufiy 
difpofed to deride the hade , and to cenfure the 
delays, of their fovereign ,0 . 

If Julian had flattered himfelf, that his per- 
fonal connection with the capital of the Ead 
would be productive of mutual fatisfaction to 
the prince and people , he made a very falfe 
Vol. IV. 1 H 
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eftimate of his own character, and of the manners 
of Antioch The warmth of the climate dif- 
pofed the natives to the moft intemperate en- 
joyment of tranquillity and opulence; and the 
lively licentioufnefs of the Greeks was blended 
with the hereditary foftnefs 6f the Syrians. Fa- 
fliion was the only law, plenfure the only pur- 
fuit , and the fplendt>r of drefs and furniture 
was the only diftintftion of the citizens of An- 
tioch. The arts of luxury were honoured; the 
ferious and manly virtues were the fubjedt of 
ridicule; and the contempt for female modeffy 
and reverend age, announced the univerfal cor- 
ruption of the capital of the Eiaft. The love of 
fpeclacles was the taftc, or rather paflion, of the 
Syrians : the moft Ikilful artifts were procured 
from the adjacent cities 11 ; a confiderable fhare 
of the revenue was devoted to the public amufe- 
ments; and the magnificence of the games of 
the theatre and circus was confidered as the hap- 
pinefsj and as the glory, of Antioch. The ruftic 
manners ol a prince who difdained ftich glory , 
and was infenfible of fuch happinefs, foon dif- 
gufted the delicacy of his fubje&s; and the ef- 
feminate Orientals could neither imitate, nor 
admire, the fevere fimplicity which Julian always 
maintained, and fometimes affedled. The days of 
feftivity, confecratcd, by ancient cuftom, to the 
honour of the gods, were -the only occafions in 
which Julian relaxed his philofophic feverity ; and 
thofc feftivals were the only days in which the 
Syrians of Antioch could rejedt the allurements 
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of pleafiire. The majority of the people fup- 
ported the glory of the Chriftian name, which 
had been hr ft invented by their anceftors ” ; they 
contented themfclves with difobeying the moral 
precepts, but they were fcrupuloufly attached to 
the fpeculative doctrines, of their religion. The 
church of Antioch was diftraded by herefy and 
fchifin ; but the Arians and the Athanafians , ' the 
followers of Meletius and thofe of Pauliuus 14 , 
were aduated by the fame pious hatred of their 
common adverfary. 

The ftrongeft prejudice was entertained againft 
the character of an apoftate, the enemy and fuc- 
ceffor of a prince who had engaged the affections 
of a very numerous fed; and the removal of 
St. Babylas excited an implacable oppofition to 
the perfon of Julian. His fubjeds complained, 
with fuperftitious indignation, that famine had 
purfued the emperor’s fteps from Conftantinople 
to Antioch : and the difeontent of a hungry 

people was exafperated by the injudicious at- 
tempt to relieve their dittrefs. The inclemency 
of the feafon had affeded the harvefts of Syria; 
and the price of bread “, in the markets of An- 
* tioch , had naturally rifen in proportion to the 
fcarcity of corn. But the fair and reafonable 
proportion was foon violated by the rapacious 
arts of monopoly. In this unequal conteft , in 
which the produce of the land is claimed by one 
party, as his exclufive property; is ufed by an- 
other as a lucrative objed of trade; and is re- 
quired by a third, for the daily and neceffary 
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chap, fupport of life; all the profits of the interme* 
xxiv. * diatc agents are accumulated on the head of the 
dcfencelefs confumers. The hardfhips of their 
fituation were exaggerated and encreafed by their 
own impatience and anxiety; and the apprehen- 
fion of a fcarcity gradually produced the appear- 
ances of a famine. When the luxurious citizens 
of Antioch complained of the high price of poul- 
try ami fifh , Julian publicly declared , that a 
frugal city ought to be fatisfied with a regular 
fupply of wine, oil, and bread; but he acknow- 
, ledged that it was the duty of a fovereign to 

provide for the fubfiftence of his people. With 
this falutary view, the emperor ventured on a 
very dangerous and doubtful ftep, of fixing, by 
legal authority, the value of corn. He enabled, 
that, in a time of fcarcity, it fhould be fold at a 
price which had feldom been known in the mod: 
plentiful years; and that his own example might 
{Lengthen his laws , he fent into the market four 
hundred and twenty-two thoufand modii , or mea- 
fures, which were drawn, by his order, from the 
granaries of Hierapolis, of Chalcis and even ot 
Egypt. The confequences might have been fore- 
feen , and were foon felt. The Imperial 
wheat was purchafed by the rich merchants; the 
proprietors of land , or of corn , withheld from 
the city the accuftomed fupply ; and the fmall 
quantities that appeared in the market, were fe- 
cretly fold at an advanced and illegal price. Ju- 
lian Dill continued to applaud his own policy , 
treated the complaints of the people as a vain 
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and ungrateful murmur, and convinced Antioch, c 11 a r. 
that he had inherited the obdinacy , though not xxiv. 
the cruelty, of his - brother Gall us The remon- 

drances of the municipal fenate ferved only to 
exafperate his inflexible mind. He was perfuaded, 
perhaps with truth, that the fenators of Antioch 
who poflefled lands, or were concerned in trade, 
bad themfelves contributed to the calamities of 
their country; and he imputed the difrefpectful 
boldnefs which they a (Turned , to the fenfe, not 
of public duty , but of private intered. The 
whole body, confiding of two hundred of the 
mod noble and wealthy citizens, were fent, under 
a guard , from the palace to the prifon ; and 
though they w^re permitted, before the clofe of 
evening, to return to their refpedtive lioufes 17 , 
the emperor himfelf could not obtain the forgive- 
uefs which he had d> eafily granted. The fame 
grievances were dill the fubjedl of the fame 
complaints , which were indudrioufly circulated 
by the wit and levity of the Syrian Greeks. 

During the licentious days of the Saturnalia , 
the dreets of the city refounded with infolent 
fongs , which derided the laws, the religion, the 
perfonal condudt , and even the beard of the 
emperor; and the fpirit of Antioch was manifeded 
by the connivance of the magidrates , raid the 
applaufe of the multitude ". The difciple of 
Socrates was too deeply affe&ed by thefe popular 
infults ; but the monarch , endowed with quick 
fenfibility, and poflefled of abfolute power, refufed 
his paflions the gratification of revenge. A tyrant 
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chap, might have profcribed, without diftiridion, the 
xxiv, lives and fortunes of the citizens of Antioch , 
and the unwarlike Syrians nTuft have patiently 
fubmitted to the luff, the rapacioufnefs, and the 
cruelty of the faithful legions of Gaul. A milder 
fentence might have deprived the capital of the 
Baft of its honours and privileges; and the cour- 
tiers, perhaps the fubjeds , of julian, would have 
applauded an ad of juftice, which afferted the 
dignity of the fupreme niagiftrate of the republic 
But inftead of abufing, or exerting, the authority 
of the ftate , to revenge his perfonal injuries, 
Julian com-J u ]] an contented himfelf with an inoffenfive mode 
a^intt^T °f retaliation, which it would be in the power 
tioch. of few princes to employ. He had been infulted 
by fatires and libels; in his turn he compofed, 
under the title of the Enemy of the Beard , an 
ironical confeflion of his own faults, and a fevere 
fatirc of the licentious and effeminate manners of 
Antioch. This Imperial reply was publicly expofed 
before the gates of the palace; and the MisOPO- 
, GON s ° ftill remains a Angular monument of the 
refentment , the wit, the humanity, and the 
indiferetion of Julian. Though he affeded to 
laugh , he could not forgive •\ His contempt 
was expreffed, and his revenge might be gratified, 
by the' nomination of a governor 11 worthy only 
of fuch fubjeds : and the emperor , for ever 

renouncing the ungrateful city , proclaimed his 
refolution to pafs the qnfuing winter at Tarfus in 
Cilicia 

Yet Antioch pofleffed one citizen , whofe 
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genius and virtues might atone , in the opinion 
of Julian, for the vice and folly of his country. 
The fophift Libanius was born in the capital 
of the Eaft; he publicly profefled the arts of 
rhetoric and declamation at Nice, Nicomedia, 
Conftantinople, Athens, and, during the remain-, 
der of his life, at Antioch. His fchool was, 
affiduoufly, frequented by the Grecian youth; 
his difciples, who fometimes exceeded the num-. 
ber of eighty, celebrated their incomparable 
mafter; and the jealoufy of his rivals, who per- 
fecuted him from one city to another, confirmed, 
the favourable opinion which Libanius often-, 
tatioufly difplayed of his fuperior merit. The 
praeceptors of Julian had extorted a rafli but 
folemn affurance, that he would never attend the 
lectures of their adverfary: the curiofity of the 
royal youth was checked and inflamed : he fe- 
cretly procured the writings of this dangerous 
fophift, and gradually furpafied , in the perfetft 
imitation of his ftyle, the moft laborious of his 
domeftic pupils ,4 . When Julian afeended the 
throne, he declared his impatience to embrace 
and reward the Syrian fophift, who had pre-- 
ferved , in a degenerate age, the Grecian purity 
of tafte, of manners , and of religion. The em- 
peror’s prepofleflion was encreafed and juftified 
by the difereet pride of his favourite. Inftead of 
prefling, with the foremoft of the crowd, into 
the palace of Conftantinople, Libanius calmly ex- 
pe&ed his arrival at Antioch ; withdrew from court 
on the firft fymptoms of coldnefs and indifference ; 
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chat, required a formal invitation for each vifit; and 
xxiv. taught his fovereign an important leffon, that 
he might command the obedience of a fubjedl, 
but that he muff deferve the attachment of a 
friend. The fophifb of every age, defpifing, 
or affeding to defpife, the accidental diftinc- 
. tions of birth and fortune *’ , referve their ef- 
teem for the fuperior qualities of the mind , 
with which they themfelves are fo plentifully 
endowed. Julian might difdain the acclamations 
of a venal court, who adored the Imperial pur- 
ple ; but he was deeply flattered by the praife , 
the admonition, the freedom, and the envy of 
an independent philol'opher, who refufed his 
favours, loved his perfon, celebrated his fame , 
and proteded his memory. The voluminous 
writings of Libanius flill exifb; for the moffc 
part, they are the vain and idle compofitions of 
an orator, who cultivated the fcience of words; 
thp produdions of a reclufe fludent, whofe 
mind, regardlefs of his contemporaries, was in- 
ceflantly fixed on the Trojan war, and the Athe- 
nian commonwealth. Yet the fophifb of Antioch 
fometimes defeended from this imaginary eleva- 
tion; he entertained a various and elaborate 
correfpondence ** ; he praifed the virtues of his 
own times; he boldly arraigned the abufes of 
public and private life; and he eloquently 
pleaded the caufe of Antioch againft the juft 
refentment of Julian and Theodofius. It is the 
common calamity of old age ”, to lofe whatever 
might have rendered it defirable; but Libanius 
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experienced the peculiar misfortune of furviving 
the religion and the fcicnces, to which he had 
confecrated his genius. The friend of Julian 
was an indignant fpedator of the triumph of 
Chriftianity; and his bigotry, which darkened 
the profped of the vifible world, did not infpire 
Libanius with any lively hopes of celeftial glory 
and happinefs 

The martial impatience of Julian urged him 
to take the field in the beginning of the fpring; 
and he difmiffed, with contempt and reproach, 
the fenate of Antioch, who accompanied the 
emperor beyond the limits of their own territory, 
to which he was refolved never to return. After 
a laborious march of two days ”, he halted 011 
the third , at Peraea, or Aleppo, where he had 
the ’ mortification of finding a fenate almoft en- 
tirely Chriftian ; who received with cold and 
formal demonftrations of refpect, the eloquent 
fermon of the apofUe of paganifm. The fon of 
one of the moft illuftrious citizens of Rcraea, who 
had embjjced, either from intereft or confcience , 
the religion of the emperor, was difinherited by 
his angry parent. The father and the fon were 
invited to the Imperial table. Julian , placing 
himfelf between them , attempted , without fuc- 
cefs , to inculcate the leffon and example of toler- 
ation ; fupported , with affected calmnefs , the 
indilcreet zeal of the aged Chriftian, who feemed 
to forget the fentiments of nature , and the duty 
of a fubjed; and, at length turning towards the 
afflicted youth, “Since you have loft a father 
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chap, faid he, “ for my fake, it is incumbent on me 
xxiv. “ to fupply his place 5 \ ” The emperor was 
received in a manner much more agreeable to his 
wifhes at Batnae, a fmall town pleafantly feated 
in a grove of cypreffes, about twenty miles from 
the city of Hierapolis. The folemn rites of fa- 
crifice were decently prepared by the inhabit- 
ants of Batnje, who feemed attached to the wor- 
Ihip of their tutelar deities , Apollo and Jupiter ; 
but the ferious piety of Julian was offended by 
the tumult of their applaufe; and he too clearly 
difcerned , that the fmoke which arofe from their 
altars was the incenfe of flattery, rather than of 
devotion. The ancient and magnificent temple, 
which had fanrftified , for fo many ages, the city 
of Hierapolis' 1 , no longer fubfifled ; and the 
confecrated wealth, which afforded a liberal 
' maintenance to more than three hundred priefts, 

might haften its downfall. Yet Julian enjoyed 
the fatisfadfion of embracing a philofopher and 
a friend , whofe religious firmnefs had withflood 
the prefling and repeated folicitations of Con- 
ftantius and Callus, as often as thoff princes 
lodged at his houfe, jn their paffage through 
Hierapolis. In the hurry of military preparation, 
and the carelefs confidence of a familiar corre- 
fpondence, the zeal of Julian appears to have 
been lively and uniform. He had now under- 
taken an important and difficult war; and the 
anxiety of the event rendered him Bill more 
attentive to obferve and regiffer the moll trifling 
prefages , from which , according to the rules * of 
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divination , any knowledge of futurity could be c 11 * p . 
derived iJ . He informed Libanius of his progrefs as xxiv. 
far as Ilierapolis, by an elegant epiftle ”, which 
difplays the facility of his genius, and his tender 
friendfhip for the fophift of Antioch. 

Hierapolis, fituate almoft on the banks of the Hi* dtfign 
Euphrates 34 , had been appointed for the general pj r ^ adlDe 
rendezvous of the Roman troops, who immediately 
palled the great river on a bridge of boats, which 
was previoufly conftrudted ”. If the inclinations 
of Julian had been fimilar to thofe of his prede- . 

cefior , he might have wafted the a&ive and 
important feafon of the year in the circus of 
Samofata, or in the churches of Edelfa. But as 
the warlike emperor, inftead of Conftantius, had 
chofen Alexander for his model , he advanced 
without delay to Carrhae 16 , a very ancient city 
of Mefopotamia, at the diftance of fourfcore miles 
from Hierapolis. The temple of the Moon attracted 
the devotion of Julian; but the halt of a few* 
days was principally employed in completing the 
immenfe preparations of the Perfian war. The 
fecrct of the expedition had hitherto remained in 
his own breaft ; but as Carrhae is the point of 
reparation of the two great roads , he could no 
longer conceal , whether it was his defign to 
attack the dominions of Sapor on the fide of the 
Tigris, or on that of the Euphrates. The emperor 
detached an army of thirty thoufand men , under 
the command of his kinfman Procopius , and of 
Sebaftian , who had been duke of Egypt. They 
were ordered to diredt their march towards 
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chap, Nifibis, and to fecure the frontier from the 
xxiv. defultory incurfions of the enemy, before they 
attempted the paffage of the Tigris. Their fubfe- 
quent operations were left to the difcretion of the 
generals; but Julian expe&ed, that after wafting 
with fire and fword the fertile diftridls of Media 
and Adiabene , they might arrive under the 
■walls of Ctefiphon about the fame time , that 
he himfelf, advancing with equal fteps along the 
banks of the Euphrates, fhould befiege the capital 
• Difafleaion of the Perfian monarchy. The fuccefs of this 
dt' Armc'Tj ''■ ve H' ccmcerte d plan depended, in a great meafure, 
on the powerful and ready afliftance of the king 
of Armenia , who, without expofing the fafety 
of his own dominions', might detach an army 
of four thoufand horfe , and twenty thoufand 
foot , to the afliftance of the Romans But 
the feeble Arfaces Tiranus 16 , king of Armenia, 
had degenerated ftill more fhamefully than his 
• father Chofroes, from the manly virtues of the 
great Tiridates; and as the pufillanimous mon- 
arch was averfe to any enterprize of danger 
and glory, he could difguife his timid indolence 
by the more decent excufes of religion and 
gratitude. He expreffed a pious attachment to 
the memory of Conftantius, from whofe hands 
he had received in marriage Olympias , the 
daughter of the prxfed Ablavius ; and the 
alliance of a female, who had been educated 
as the deftined wife of the emperor Conftans , 
exalted the dignity of a Barbarian king **. Tiranus 
profelfcd the Chriftian religion; he reigned over 
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a nation of Chriftians ; and he was reftrained , c H a p. 
by every principle of confcience and intercft, xxiv. 
from contributing to the vi&ory, which would 
confummate the ruin of the church. The alien- 
ated mind of Tiranus was exafperated by the 
indifcretion of Julian , who treated the king of 
Armenia as his flave , and as the enemy of . the 
gods. The haughty and threatening flile of the 
Imperial mandates 10 awakened the fecret indig- 
nation of a prince , who , in the humiliat- 
ing date of dependence , was dill confcious 
of his royal defeent from the Arfacides , the 
lords of the Ead, and the rivals of the Roman 
power. 

The military difpofitions of Julian were fkil- Military pr»- 
fully contrived to deceive the fpies , and to divert P atatl<m, ‘ 
the attention, of Sapor. The legions appeared 
to dired their march towards Nifibis and the 
Tigris. On a fudden they wheeled to the right ; 
traverfed the level and naked plain of Carrha: ; 
and reached, on the third day, the banks of the 
Euphrates, where the drong town of Nicepho- 
rium, or Callinicum , had been founded by the 
Macedonian kings. From thence the emperor 
purfued his march , above ninety miles , along 
the winding dream of the Euphrates, till, at 
length , about one month after his departure 
from Antioch , he difeovered the towers of Cir- 
cefium, the extreme limit of the Roman domi- 
nions. The army of Julian, the mod numerous 
that any of the Caefars had ever led againd Pcr- 
fia, confided of fixty-fivc thoufand eBeidive and 
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chap, well-difciplined foldiers. The veteran bands of 
xxiv. cavalry and infantry, of Romans and Barbarians v 
had been feledted from the different provinces; 
and a juft pre-eminence of loyalty and valour 
was claimed by the hardy Gauls , who guarded 
the throne and perfon of their beloved prince. 
A formidable body of Scythian auxiliaries had 
been tranfported from another climate, and al- 
moft from another world , to invade a diftant 
country , of whofe name and fituation they were 
ignorant. The love of rapine and war allured 
to the Imperial ftandard feveral tribes of Sara- 
cens, or roving Arabs, whofe fervice Julian had 
commanded, while he fternly refufed the pay- 
ment of the accuftomed fubfidies. The broad 
channel of the Euphrates 41 was crowded by a 
fleet of eleven hundred fhips, deftined to attend 
the motions, and to fatisfy the wants, of the 
Roman army. The military ftrength of the fleet 
was compofed of fifty armed gallies ; and thefe 
were accompanied by an equal number of flat- 
bottomed boats , which might occafionally be 
connected into the form of temporary bridges. 
The reft of the fliips, partly conftrudted of tim- 
ber, and partly covered with raw hides, were 
laden with an almoft inexhauftible fupply of arms 
and engines, of utenfils and provisions. The 
vigilant humanity of Julian had embarked a very 
large magazine of vinegar and bifcuit for the 
ufe of the foldiers , but he prohibited the indul- 
gence of wine; and rigoroufly flopped a long 
firing of fuperfluous camels that attempted to 
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follow the rear of the army. The river Cha- chap. 
boras falls into the Euphrates at Circefium 41 ;* xxiv. 
and as foon as the trumpet gave the fignai of Julian enters 
march , the Romans palled the little ftream which the Ptrr,a ' 1 
leparatcd two mighty and hoftue empires. The April 7tk 
cuftom of ancient difeipline required a military 
oration; and Julian embraced every opportunity 
of difplaying his eloquence. He animated the 
impatiqnt and attentive legions by the example of 
the inflexible courage and glorious triumphs of 
their anceftors. He excited their refentment by 
a lively pidture of the infolence of the Perfuns; 
and he exhorted them to imitate his firm refo- 
lution, either to extirpate that perfidious nation, 
or to devote his life in the caufe of the republic. 

The eloquence of Julian was enforced by a do- 
native of oge hundred and thirty pieces of filver 
to every foldier; and the bridge of the ChaboraS 
was inftantly cut away, to convince the troops 
that they mull place their hopes of fafety in the 
fuccefs of their arms. Yet the prudence of the 
emperor induced him to fecure a remote frontier, 
perpetually expofed to the inroads of the hoftile 
Arabs. A detachment of four thoufand men 
was left at Circefium, which completed , to the 
number of ten thoufand , the regular garrifon of 
that important fortrefs 45 . 

From the moment that the Romans entered H!s march 
the enemy’s country 44 , the country of an adtive r^/of Mef*. 
and artful enemy, the order of march was dif- potamu. 
pofed in three columns 4 ‘. The ftrength of the 
infantry, and confequently of the -whole army, 
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was placed in the centre, under the peculiar com- 
mand of their mailer - general Vidor. On the 
right, the brave Nevitta led a column of feveral 
legions along the banks of the Euphrates, and 
almofl always in fight of the - fleet. The left 
flank of the army was proteded by the column 
of cavalry. Hormifdas and Arinthyeus were ap- 
pointed generals of the horfe ; and the fingular 
adventures of Hormifdas ** are not undeferving 
of ou§ notice. He was a Perfian prince , of the 
royal race of the Salfanides, who, in the troubles 
of the minority of Sapor, had efcaped from prifon 
to the hofpitable court of the great Conftantine. 
Hormifdas, at firft, excited the compaffion, and 
at length, acquired the efleem , of his new mat- 
ters ; his valour and fidelity railed him to the 
military honours of the Roman fervice; and , 
though a Chriftian, he might indulge the fecret 
fatisfadion of convincing his ungrateful country , 
that an opprelTed fubjed may prove the mofb 
dangerous enemy. Such was the difpofition of 
the three principal columns. The front and 
flanks of the army were covered by Lucillianus 
with a flying detachment of fifteen hundred light- 
armed foldiers, whofe adive vigilance obferved 
the molt diftant figns, and conveyed the earliefl 
notice , of any hollile approach. Dagalaiphus , 
and Secundinus duke of Ofroene, conduded the 
troops of the rear-guard; the baggage, fccureiv* 
proceeded in the intervals of the columns; and 
the ranks, from a motive either of ufe or oflen- 
tation, ■\yerc formed in fuch open order, that the 
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whole line of march extended almoft ten miles, c H A p. 
The ordinary port of Julian was at the head of xxiv. 
the centre column; but as he preferred the du- 
ties of a general to the ftate of a monarch , he 
rapidly moved , with a fmall efcort of light ca- 
valry, to the front , the rear, the flanks, wherever 
his prefence could animate or protedl the march 
of the Roman army. The country which they 
traverfed from the Chaboras , to the cultivated 
lands of Alfyria, may be confidered as a part of 
the defert of Arabia, a dry and barren wade, 
which could never be improved by the mod 
powerful arts of human induftry. Julian marched 
over the fame ground which had been trod above 
feven hundred years before by the footfteps of the 
younger Cyrus , and which is deferibed by one 
of the companions of his expedition, the fage and 
heroic Xenophon * 7 . “ The country was a plain 

“ throughout , as even as the fea , and full of 
** wormwood ; and if any other kind of flirubs 
“ or reeds grew there , they had all an aromatic 
“ fmell; but no trees could be feen. Bullards 
“ and oftriches, antelopes and wild affes , ap- 
“ peared to be the only inhabitants of the defert j 
“ and the fatigues of the march were alleviated 
“ by the amufements of the chace. ” The loofe 
fand of the defert was frequently raifed by the 
wind into clouds of duff: and a great number of 
the foldiers of Julian, with their tents, were fud- 
denly thrown to the ground by the violence of 
an unexpe&ed hurricane. 

The fandy plains of Mefopotamia were abait- tfi* fac«lii< 
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chap, doned to the antelopes and wild. afTes of the 
xxiv. defert; but a variety of populous towns and vil- 
lages were plcafantly fituated on the banks of the 
Euphrates, and in the iflands which are occa- 
fionally formed by that river. The city of An- 
nah , or Anatho ** , the adtual refidence of an 
Arabian Emir, is compofed of two long flreets, 
which inclofe within a natural fortification , a 
fmall ifland in the midfl, and two fruitful fpots 
on either fide , of the Euphrates. The warlike 
inhabitants of Anatho fhewed a difpofition to 
flop the march of a Roman emperor; till they 
were diverted from fuch fatal prefumption by the 
mild exhortations of prince Hormifdas, and the 
approaching terrors of the fleet and army. They 
implored , and experienced , the clemency of 
Julian ; who tranfplanted the people to an ad- 
vantageous fettlement , near Chalcis in Syria , 
and admitted Pufaeus, the governor, to an ho- 
nourable rank in his fervice and friendlhip. But 
the impregnable fortrefs of Thilutha could fcorn 
the menace of a fiege ; and the emperor was 
obliged to content himfelf with an infulting pro- 
mife , that when he had fubdued the interior 
provinces of Perfia , Thilutha would no longer 
refufe to grace the triumph of the conqueror. 
The inhabitants of the open towns , unable to 
refill, and unwilling to yield , fled with preci- 
pitation; and their houfcs , filled with fpoil and 
provifions, were occupied by the foldiers of Julian, 
who malfacred , without remorfe , and without 
punifliment , fome defencelefs women. During 
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the march , the Surenas , or Perfian general ,• c H A r. 
and Malek Rodofaces, the renowned Emir of the xxiv. 
tribe of Gaffan incefTantly hovered round the 
army : every ftraggler was intercepted ; every 

detachment was attacked ; and the valiant Hor- 
mifdaS efcaped with fome difficulty from theif 
hands. ' But the Barbarians were finally repulfed : 
the country became every day lefs favourable to' 
the operations of cavalry ; and when the Romans 
arrived at Maceprada, they perceived the ruins 
of the wall, which had been conftruded by the 
ancient kings of AlTyria , to fecure their domi- 
nions from the incurlions of the Medes. Thefe 
preliminaries of the expedition of Julian appear • 

to have employed about fifteen days ; and we 
may compute near three hundred miles from the 
fortrefs of Circefmm to the wall of Maceprada **. 

The fertile province of Affyria ” , which Defcription 
ftretched beyond the Tigris , as far as the moun- ° f Affyna ' 
tains of Media “ , extended about four hundred 
miles from the ancient wall of Maceprada to 
the territory of Bafra, where the united dreams 
of the Euphrates and Tigris difeharge themfelves 
into the Perfian Gulf The whole country 

might have claimed the peculiar name of Mefo- 
potamia ; as the two rivers , which are never 
more diftant than fifty, approach, between Bag- 
dad and Babylon , within twenty-five , miles of 
each other. A multitude of artificial canals , 
dug without much labour in a foft and yielding 
foil , conncded the rivers , and interfered the 
plain , of Affyria. The ufes of thefe artificial 
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c H » p. canals were various and important. % They ferved 
xxtv. to difcharge the fuperfluous waters from one 
river into the other, at the feaftn of their refpec- 
tive inundations. Subdividing themfdves into 
. fm alter and fmallcr branches , they refreshed the 

dry lands , and fupplied the deficiency of rain. 
They facilitated the intercourfe of peace and 
commerce; and, as the dams could be fpeedily 
broke down , they armed the defpair of the AfTy- 
rians with the means of oppofing a fudden de- 
luge to the progrefs of an invading army. To 
the foil and climate of Affyria, nature had denied 
fomQ of her choiceft gifts, the vine, the olive, 
• and the fig-tree; but the food which fupports 

the life of man, and particularly wheat and bar- 
» ley, were produced with inexhauftible fertility; 

and the hufbandman, who committed his feed to 
the earth, was frequently rewarded with an en- 
creafe of two, or even of three, hundred. The 
face of the country was interfperfed with groves 
of innumerable palm-trees ” ; and the diligent 
natives celebrated, either in verfe or profe, the 
three hundred and fixty ufes to which the trunk , 
the branches , the leaves , the juice , and the 
fruit , were fkilfully applied. Several manufac- 
tures , efpecially thofe of leather and linen , em- 
ployed the induflry of a numerous people , and 
afforded valuable materials for foreign trade ; 
which appears, however, to have been conducted 
bv the hands of ftrangers. Bab) Ion had been 
converted into a royal park; but near the ruins 
■of the ancient capital , new cities had fucceflively 
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arifen , and the populonfnefs of the country was 
difplayed in the multitude of towns and villages, 
which were built of bricks, dried in the fun, and 
ftrongly cemanted with bitumen ; the natural 
and peculiar production of the Babylonian foil. 
While the fucceffors of Cyrus reigned over Afia, 
the province of Alfyria alone maintained , during 
a third part of the year, the luxurious plenty of 
the table, and houfehold of the Great King. 
Four confiderable villages were affigned for the 
fubfiftence of his Indian dogs ; eight hundred 
ftallions, and fixteen thoufand' mares, were con- 
flantly kept,* at the expence of the country , for 
the royal (tables: and as the daily tribute, which 
was paid to the fatrap , amounted to one Enghfh 
bufliel of filver , we may compute the annual 
revenue of A.ffy ria at more than twelve hundred 
thoufand pounds (terling 

The fields of Affyria were devoted by Julian 
to the calamities of war; and the philofophcr 
retaliated on a guiltlefs people the acts of rapine 
and cruelty, which had been committed by their 
haughty matter in the Roman provinces. The 
trembling A (Tyrians fummoned the rivers to their 
affi (lance ; and completed, with their own hands, 
the ruin of their country. The roads were ren- 
dered impracticable ; a flood of waters was 
poured i u to the camp; and, during feveral days, 
the troops of Julian were obliged to contend 
with the mod difcouraging hardfhips. But every 
obftacle was furmounted by the perfeverance of 
the legionaries , who were inured to toil as well 
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£ H a p. as to danger, and who felt themfelv^s animated 
xxiv. by the fpirit of their leader. The damage was 
gradually repaired; the waters were reftored to 
their proper channels; whole groves of palm- 
trees were cut down , and placed along the brok- 
en parts of the road ; and the army pafled over 
the broad and deeper canals , on bridges of float- 
ing rafts, which were fupported by the help of 
bladders. Two cities of Affyria prefumed to 
refill the arms of a Roman emperor: and they 
both paid the fevere penalty of their rafhnefs. 

Sirge of At the diftance of "fifty miles from the royal refi- 

Pf r if»! ,or - flence of Ctefiphon, Perifabor, or Anbar, held 
the fecoml rank in the province: a city, large, 
populous, and well fortified , furrounded with a 
double wall , almoft encompaffed by a branch of 
the Euphrates, and defended by the valour of 
a numerous garrifon. The exhortations of Hor- 
mifdas were repulfed with contempt ; and the 
pars of the Perfian . prince were wounded by a 
juft reproach, that, unmindful of his royal birth, 
be conducted an army of ftrangers againft his 
king and country. The.Affyrians maintained 
their loyalty by a fkilful , as well as vigorous , 
defence; till the lucky ftroke of a battering-ram, 
having opened a large breach , by (hatterjng one 
pf the angles of the wall , they • haftily retired 
into the fortifications of the interior citadel. The 
foldiers of Julian rufhed impetuoufly into the 
town, and, after the full .gratification of every 
military appetite, Perifabor was reduced to afhes; 
and the engines which affaulted the citadel vver« 
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planted on the ruins of the fmoking houfes. 
The conteft was continued by an inceffant and 
mutual difcharge of miffile weapons ; and the 
fuperiority which the Romans might derive from 
the mechanical powers of their baliftx and cata- 
pultae was counterbalanced by the advantage of 
the ground on the fide of the befieged. But as 
foon as an Hctepolis had been conftruded , which 
could engage on equal terms with the loftieft 
ramparts , the tremendous afped of a moving 
turret, that would leave no hope of refiftance or 
of mercy, terrified the defenders of the citadel 
into a humble fubmilTion ; and the place was 
furrendered only two days after Julian firft ap- 
peared under the walls of Perifabor. Two thou- 
fand five hundred perfons , of both fexes , the 
feeble remnant of a flourifhing people , were 
permitted to retire : the plentiful magazines of 

corn, of arms, and of fplendid furniture, were 
partly diftributed among the troops, and partly 
referved for the public fervice : the ufelefs ftores 
were deftroyed by fire, or thrown into the ftream 
of the Euphrates ; and the fate of Amida was 
revenged by the total ruin of Perifabor. 

The city, or rather fortrefs, of Maogamalcha, 
which was defended by fixteen large towers, a 
deep ditch , and two ftrong and folid walls of 
brick and bitumen , appears to have been con- 
ftruded at the diftance of eleven miles, as the 
fafeguard of the capital of Perfia. The emperor, 
apprehenfive of leaving fuch an important fortrefe 
in his rear, immediately formed the fiege o£ 
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c 1} A r. Maogamalcha ; and the Roman army was diftri- 
‘ butcd, for that purpofe , into three divifions. 
Victor, at the head of the cavalry, and of a de- 
tachment of heavy-armed foot, was ordered to 
• clear the country, as far as the banks of the Ti- 

gris, and the fuburbs of Ctefiphon. The con- 
dud; of the attack was affumed by Julian himfelf, 
who feemed to place his whole dependence in 
the military engines, which he eretded againft the 
walls; while he fccredy contrived a more effica- 
cious method of introducing his troops into the 
heart of the city. tinder the direction of Ne- 
vitta and Dagalaiphus, the trenches were opened 
at a confiderable diftance , and gradually pro- 
longed as far as the edge of the ditch. '1 he 
ditch was fpeedily filled with earth ; and , by the 
’• inceffant labour of the troops , a mine was car- 

ried under the foundations of the walls, and fuf- 
tained , at fufficient intervals, by props of tim- 
ber. Three chofen cohorts , advancing jn a {in- 
gle file , filently explored the dark and danger- 
ous paflage ; till their intrepid leader whifpered 
back the intelligence, that he was ready to ilfue 
from his confinement into the flreets of the hoftile 
city. Julian checked their ardour, that he might 
cnfure their fuccefs ; and immediately diverted 
the attention of the garrifon, by the tumult and 
clamour of a general aflault. The Perfians, who, 
from their walls * contemptuoufiy beheld the pro- 
grefs of an impotent attack , celebrated , with 
fongs of triumph ^ the glory of Sapor ; and 
ventured to afiure the emperor , that he might 
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afcend the ftarry manfion of Ormufd , before he 
could hope to take the impregnable city of Mao- 
gamalcha. The city was already taken. Hiftory 
has recorded the name of a private foldier , the 
firft who afcended from the mine into a deferted 
tower. The paffage was widened by his com- 
panions , who prefled forwards with impatient 
valour. Fifteen hundred enemies were already 
in the midft of the city. The aftonifhed gar- 
rifon abandoned the walls, and their only hope 
of fafety ; the gates were inftantly burft open ; 
and the revenge of the foldier , unlefs it were 
fufpended by luft or avarice, was fatiated by an 
undiftinguifhing maflacre. The grovernor, who 
had yielded on a promife of mercy , was burnt 
alive, a few days afterwards, on a charge of hav- 
ing uttered fome difrefpectful words againft the 
honour of Prince Hormifdas.' The fortifications 
were razed to the ground ; and not a veftige 
was left, that the city of Maogamalcha had ever 
cxiftcd. The nei -hbourhood of the capital of 
Perfia was adorned with three flately palaces , 
laborioufly enriched with every production that 
could gratify the luxury and pride of an Eaftern 
monarch. The pleafant fituation of the gardens 
along the banks of the Tigris , was improved , 
according to the Perfian taftc, by the fymmetry 
of flowers, fountains, and fhady walks: and fpa- 
cious parks were inclofed for the reception of the 
bears, lions, and wild boars, which were main- 
tained at a confiderable cxpence for the pleafure 
of the royal chace. The park- walls were broke 
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down, the favage game was abandoned to the 
darts of the foldiers, and the palaces of Sapor were 
reduced to afhe.<, by the command of the Roman 
emperor. Julian, on this occafion, fhewed him- 
felf ignorant, or carelefs , of the laws of civility, 
which the prudence and refinement of polifhed 
ages have eftablifhed between hoftile princes. 
Yet thefe wanton ravages need not excite in our 
breafts any vehement emotions of pity or refen t- 
ment. A fimple , naked ftatue , finifhed by the 
hand of a Grecian artift, is of more genuine value 
than all thefe rude ahd coftly monuments of 
Barbaric labour : and , if we are more deeply 
affedted by the ruin of a palace, than by the con- 
flagration of a cottage, our humanity muff have 
formed a very erroneous eft'imate of the miferies 
of human life 5 \ 

Julian was an objedt of terror and hatred to 
the Perfians; and the painters of that nation re- 
prefented the invader of their country under the 
emblem of a furious lion , who vomited frpm his 
mouth a confuming fire s *. To his friends and 
foldiers , the philofophic hero appeared in a more 
amiable light; and his virtues were never more 
confpicuoufiy difplayed , than in the lafl , and 
inoft adtive , period of his life. He pradtifed , 
without effort, and almoft without merit, the 
habitual qualities of temperance atid fobriety. 
According to the dictates of that artificial wif- 
dom , which aflumes an abfolute dominion over 
the mind and body , he flepnly refufed himfelf 
the indulgence of the molt natural appetites "*» 


Digitized by Google 

-i- - 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 139 


In the warm climate of Aflyria , which foliated 
a luxurious people to the gratification of every 
fenfual defire *°, a youthful conqueror preferved 
his chaftity pure and inviolate : nor was Julian 
ever, tempted , even by a motive of c^riofity, to 
vifit his female captives of exquifite beauty ", 
who, inftead of relifting his power, would have 
difpuced with each other the honour of his em- 
braces. With the fame firmnefs that he refilled 
the allurements of love, he fuftained the hard- 
ships of war. When the Romans marched through 
the flat and flooded country , their fovereign , on 
foot, at the head of his legions , lhared their fa- 
tigues , and animated their diligence. In every 
ufeful labour , the hand of Julian was pfompt 
and ftrenuous; and the Imperial purple was wet 
and dirty , as the coarfe garment of the meaneft 
foldier. The two fieges allowed him fome re- 
markable opportunities of fignalifing his perfonal 
valour, which, in the improved ftate of the mi- 
litary art, can feldom be exerted by a prudent 
general. The emperor ftood before the citadel of 
Perifabor , infenfible of his extreme danger , and 
encouraged his troops to burft open the gates of 
iron, till he was almoft overwhelmed under a cloud 
of miflile weapons, and huge ftones, that were 
directed againft his perfun. As he examined the 
exterior fortifications of Maogamalcha, two Per- 
fians , devoting themfclves for their country , 
fuddenly rufhed upon him with drawn fcimitars : 
the emperor dexteroufly received their blows on his 
uplifted Shield; and, with a Heady and well-aimed 
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chap, thruft, laid one of liis adverfaries dead at li is feet, 
xxiv. The elleem of a prince who poflefles the virtues 
which he approves, is the nobleft recompence of 
a deferving fubjed ; and the authority which 
Julian derived from his perfonal merit, enabled 
him to revive and enforce the rigour of ancient 
difcipline. He punifhed with death, or ignominy, 
the mifbehaviour of three troops of horfe , who, 
in a fkirmilh with the §urenas , had loft their 
honour, and one of their ftandards: and he diflin- 
guilhed with obfidionat 61 crowns the valour of the 
foremoft foldiers , who had afcended into the city 
of IMaogamalcha. After the liege of Perifabor, the 
firmnefs of the emperor was exercifed by the in- 
folent avarice of the army, who loudly com- 
plained , that their fervices were rewarded by a 
trifling donative of one hundred pieces of filver. 
His juft indignation was exprefled in the grave 
and manly language of a Roman. “ Riches are 
“ the objed of your defires ? thofe riches are in 
“ the hands of the Perfians; and the fpoils of 
“ this fruitful country are propofed as the prize 
“ of your valour and difcipline. Believe me,” 
added Julian, “the Roman republic, which for- 
1 “ mcrly polfelfed fuch immenfe treafures, i$ now 
“ reduced to want and wretchednefs , flnce our 
“ princes have been perfuaded , by weak and 
“ interefted minifters, to purchafe with gold the 
“ tranquillity of the Barbarians. T he revenue 
“ is exhaufted ; the cities are ruined ; the pro- 
“ vinces are difpeopled. For myfelf, the only 
“ inheritance that I have received from my royal 
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“ anceflors, is a foul incapable of fear; and as 
“ long as l am convinced, that every real advan- 
u tage is fcated in. the mind, I fhall not blufh to 
“ acknowledge an honourable poverty, which, 
“ in the days of ancient virtue, was confidered 
“ as the glory of Fabricius. That glory, and 
<£ that virtue, may be your own, if you liften to 
“ the voice of Heaven , and of your leader. But 
“ if you will raflily perfiff, if you are determined 
“ to renew the fhameful and mifehievous exam- 
“ pies of old feditions , proceed — As it becomes 
“ an emperor who has filled the firft rank among 
“ men, 1 am prepared to die, flanding; and to 
cc defpife a precarious life, which , every hour 
“ may depend on an accidental fever. If I have 
“ been found unworthy of the command , there 
“ are now among you ( I fpeak it with pride and 
“ pleafure), there are many chiefs, whofe merit 
“ and experience are equal to the conduct of 
“ the molt important war. Such has been the 
“ temper of my reign, that l can retire, withi 
“ out regret, and without apprehenfion , to 
“ the obfeurity of a private ftation *\ ” The 
modeft refolution of Julian was anfwered by the 
unanimous applaufe and cheerful obedience of 
the Romans ; who declared their confidence of 
vidory, while they fought under the banners of 
their heroic prince. r I heir courage was kindled 
by his frequent and familiar afl'everations (for 
fuch wifhes were the oaths of Julian), “So may 
“ I reduce the Perfians under the yoke!” “ Thus 
w may 1 reflore the ftrength and fplendour of the> 
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cc republic ! ” The love of fame was the ardent 
paflion of his foul : but it was not before he 
trampled on the ruins of Maogamalcha, that he 
allowed himfelf to fay, “ We have now provided 
“ fome materials for the fophift of Antioch* 4 . 

The fuccefsful valour of Julian had triumphed 
over all the obftacles that oppofed his march to 
the gates of Ctefiphon. But the reduction , or 
even the fiege, of the capital of Perfia, was ftill 
at a didance: nor can the military eoodudt of 
the emperor be clearly apprehended, without a 
knowledge of the country which was the theatre 
of his bold and fkilful operations **. Twenty 
miles to the fouth of Bagdad , and on the eaftern 
bank of the Tigris, the curiofity of travellers has 
obferved fome ruins of the palaces of Ctefiphon , 
which , in the time of Julian , Was a great and 
populous city. The name and glory of the ad- 
jacent Seleucia were for ever extinguifhed ; and 
the only remaining quarter of that Greek colony 
had refumed, with the Affyrian language and 
manners, the primitive appellation of Coehe. 
Coche was fituate on the weftern fide of the Ti- 
gris; but it was naturally confidered as a fuburb 
of Ctefiphon, with which we may fuppofe it to 
have been connedted by a permanent bridge of 
boats. The united parts contributed to form the 
common epithet of A1 Modain, the cities, 
which the Orientals have bellowed On the Winter 
refidence of the Saffanides; and the whole cir- 
cumference of the Perfian capital was ftrongly 
fortified by the, waters of the river, by lofty walls. 


Digitized by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 143 

■and by impracticable morafles. Near the ruins 
ofSeleucia, the camp of Julian was fixed; and 
fecured, by a ditch and rampart, againft the Tal- 
lies of the numerous and enterprifing garrifon o£ 
Coche. In this fruitful and pleafant country, the 
Romans were plentifully fupplied with water and 
forage: and feveral forts, which might have em- 
barralTed the motions of the army , fubmitted , 
after fome refiftance , to the efforts of their valour. 
The fleet palled from the Euphrates into an arti- 
ficial derivation of that river, which pours a 
copious and navigable ftream into the Tigris , 
at a fmall diftance b'-low the great city. If they 
had followed this royal canal, which bore the 
name of Nahar-Malcha “ , the intermediate fitu- 
ation of Coche would have feparated the fleet 
and army of Julian ; and the rafh attempt of 
fleering againft the current of the Tigris, and 
forcing their way through the midft of a hoftile 
capital, muft have been attended with the total 
dcftru&ion of the Roman navy. The prudence 
of the emperor forefaw the danger, and 'pro- 
vided the remedy. As he had minutely ftudied 
the operations of Trajan in the fame country, 
he foon ret^illedled , that his warlike predeceflor 
had dug.a new and navigable canal, which , leav- 
ing Coche on the right-hand, conveyed the 
waters of the Nahar-Malcha into the river Ti- 
gris, at fome diftance above the cities. From the 
information of the peafants, Julian afeertained 
the veftiges of this ancient work, which were 
almoft obliterated by defign or accident. By the 
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indefatigable labour of the foldiers, a broad and 
deep channel was l'peedily prepared for the recep- 
tion of the Euphrates. A flrong dike was con- 
ftruCted to interrupt the ordinary current of the 
Nahar-Malcha : a flood of waters rufhed impe- 
tuoufly into their new bed; and the Roman fleet, 
fleering their triumphant courfe into the Tigris, 
derided the jvain and ineffectual barriers which 
the Perfians of Ctefiphon had erected to oppofe 
their palfage. 

As it became neceflary to tranfport the Roman 
army over the Tigris, another labour prefented 
itfelf, of lefs toil, but of more danger, than the 
preceding expedition. The ftream was broad 
and rapid; the afeent fleep and difficult; and the 
intrenchments which had been formed on the 
ridge of the oppofite bank , were lined with a 
numerous army of heavy cuirafliers , dextrous 
archers, and huge elephants ; who (according to 
the extravagant hyperbole of Libanius ) could 
trample, with the fame eafe, a field of corn, or 
a legion of Romans 6 \ In the prefence of fuch 
an enemy , the conftruCtion of a bridge was im- 
practicable; and the intrepid prince, who inftantly 
feized the only pollible expedient , cqpcealed his 
defign, till the moment of execution, .from the 
knowledge of the Barbarians, of his own troops, 
and even of his generals themfelves. Under the 
fpecious pretence of examining the ftate of the 
magazines , fourfeore veflels were gradually un- 
laden; and a feleCt detachment, apparently def- 
tined for fome fecret expedition, was ordered to 
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(land to their arms on the firft fignal. Julian 
difguifed the filent anxiety of his own mind with 
fmiles of confidence and joy; and amufed the 
hoflile nations with the fpedacle of military 
games, which he infultingly celebrated under the 
walls of Coche. The day was confecrated to 
pleafure; but, as foon as the hour of fupper was 
pad, the emperor fummoned the generals to his 
tent; and acquainted them, that he had fixed 
that night for the pafiage of the Tigris. They 
flood in filent and refpectful aftonilhment, but, 
when the venerable Salluft afiumed the privilege 
of his age and experience, the reft of the chiefs 
fupported with freedom the weight of his pru- 
dent remonftrances Julian contented himfelf 
with obfcrving, that conqueft and fafety depended 
on the attempt; that, inftead of diminifhing , the 
number of their enemies would be increafed , by 
fuccefiive reinforcements ; and that a longer de- 
lay would neither contrad the breadth of the 
ftream , nor level the height of. the bank. The 
fignal was inftantly given, and obeyed: the 
moft impatient of the legionaries leaped into five 
vefiels that lay neareft to the bank; and, as they 
plied their oars with intrepid diligence , they were 
loft, after a few moments, in the darknefs of the 
night. A flame arofe on the oppofite fide; and 
Julian, who too clearly underftood that his fore- 
moft vefiels, in attempting* to land, had been 
fired by the enemy, dexteroufiy converted their 
extreme danger into a prefage of vidory. ic Our 
“ fellow -foldiers, ” he eagerly exclaimed , cc are 
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c ii A p. cc already mailers of the bank; fee — they make 
xxiv. cc the appointed fignal : let us haften to emulate 
and allifl their courage. ” The uuited and 
rapid mokon of a great fleet broke the violence 
of the current, and they reached the eallern fhore 
of the Tigris with fufficient fpeed to extinguifh 
the flames, and refeue their adventurous com- 
panions. The difficulties of a lleep and lofty 
afeent were increafed by the weight of armour , 
and the darknefs of the night. A fhower of 
flones , darts , and fire, was inceflantly difeharged 
on the heads of the allailants ; who , after an 
arduous flruggle, climbed the bank, and flood 
vi&orious upon the rampart. As foon as they 
podeffed a more equal field, Julian, who, with 
his light- infantry, had led the attack " , darted 
through the ranks a fkilful and experienced 
eye : his braved foldiers , according to the pre- 
cepts of Homer 70 , were diflributed in the front 
and rear ; and all the trumpets of the Imperial 
army founded tp battle. The Romans , after 
fending up a military fliout, advanced in mea- 
furcd fleps to the animating notes of martial 
mufic; launched their formidable javelins; and 
rufhed forwards with drawn fwords, to deprive 
the Barbarians , by a clofer onfet , of the advan- 
tage of their millile weapons. The whole en- 
gagement laded above twelve hours ; till the 
gradual retreat of theiPerfians was changed into 
a diforderly flight, of which the lhameful ex- 
ample was given by the principal leaders, and 
the Surenas himfelf. They were purfued to the 
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gates of Ctefiphon ; and the conquerors might 
have entered the difmayed city 71 , if their gene- 
ral Victor, who was dangeroufly wounded with 
an arrow, had not conjured them to defift from a 
rafh attempt, which mull be fatal, if it were not 
fuccefsful. On their fide , the Romans acknow- 
ledged the lofs of only feventy-five men ; while 
they affirmed , that the Barbarians had left on 
the field of battle two thoufand five hundred, or 
even fix thoufand , of their braved foldiers. The 
fpoil was fuch as might be expected from the 
riches and luxury of an Oriental camp ; large 
quantities of filver and gold, fplendid arms and 
trappings , and beds and tables of mafly filver. The 
vidorious emperor diftributed , as the rewards of 
valour, fome honourable gifts , civic, and mural , 
and naval , crowns ; which he , and perhaps he 
alone, efteemed more precious than the wealth of 
Afia. A folemn facrifice was offered to the god of 
war, but the appearances of the vidims threatened 
the molt inaufpicious events ; and Julian foon dis- 
covered , by lefs ambiguous figns , that he had 
now reached the term of his profperity 7 \ 

On the fecond day after the battle, the domef- 
tic guards, the Jovians and Herculians, and the 
remaining troops , which compofed near two 
thirds of the whole army , were fecurely wafted 
over the Tigris 7i . While the Perfians beheld 
from the walls of Ctefiphon the defolation of the 
adjacent country, Julian caft many an anxious 
look towards the North, in full expedation, that 
as he himfelf had vidorioufly penetrated to the 
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chap, capital of Sapor, the march and- junction of his 
xxiv. lieutenants, Sebaltian and Procopius, would be 
executed with the fame courage and diligence. 
His expectations were difappointed by the trea- 
chery of the Armenian king, who permitted , and 
molt probably directed , the defertion of his auxi- 
liary troops from the ' camp of the Romans 74 ; 
and by the diffentions of the two generals, who 
were incapable of forming or executing any plan 
for the public fervice. When the emperor had 
relinquifhed the hope of this important reinforce- 
ment, he condefcended to hold a council of war, 
and approved, after a full debate, the fentiment 
of thofe generals , who dilfuaded the fiege of 
Ctefiphon , as a fruidefs and pernicious under- 
taking. It is not eafy for us to conceive, by 
what arts of fortification, a city thrice befieged 
and taken by the predeceflors of Julian , could 
be rendered impregnable againft an army of fixty 
thoufand Romans, commanded by a brave and 
experienced general , and abundantly fupplied 
with flaps , provifions , battering engines , and 
military (lores. But we may rell allured , from 
the love of glory, and contemptof danger , which 
formed the character of Julian , that he was not 
difcouraged by any trivial or imaginary obfta- 
. cles 7 \ At the very time when he declined the 
fiege of Ctefiphon , he rejected , with obltinacy 
and difdain , the molt flattering offers of a nego- 
tiation of peace. Sapor, who had been fo long 
accuftomed to the tardy ollentation of Conftan- 
tius, was furprifed by the intrepid diligence of 
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liis fuccelfor. As far as the confines of India and c 
Scythia, the fatraps of the diftant provinces were 
ordered to aflemble their troops , and to march, 
without delay , to the alii fiance of their monarch. 
But their preparations were dilatory, their mo* 
tions flow ; and before Sapor could lead an army 
into the field, he received the melancholy intel- 
ligence of the devaflation of Aflyria , the ruin of 
his palaces, and the {laughter of his braved 
troojj^ , who defended the palfjge of the Tigris. 
The pride of royalty was humbled in the duft; 
he took his repads on the ground; and the dif- 
ord er of his hair exprclfed the grief and anxiety 
of his mind. Perhaps he would not have refufed 
to purchafe , with one half of his kingdom , the 
fafety of the remainder; and he would have 
gladly fubfcribed himfelf, in a treaty of peace, 
the faithful and dependent ally of the Roman 
conqueror. Under the pretence of private bufr- 
ncfs, a minider of rank and confidence was fe- 
cretly difpatched to embrace the knees of Hor- 
mifdas, and to requed, in the language of a fup- 
pliant , that he might be introduced into the 
prefence of the emperor. The Safianian prince , 
whether he lidened to the voice of pride or hu- 
manity, whether he confulted the fentiments of 
his birth , or the duties of his fituation , was 
equally inclined to promote a falutary meafure, 
which would terminate the calamities of Perfia, 
and fectire the triumph of Rome. He was ado- 
nifhed by the inflexible firmnefs of a hero ; who 
remembered, jnod unfortunately for himfelf, and f 
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for bis country , that Alexander had uniformly 
rejected the propofitions of Darius. But as Ju- 
lian was fenfible, that the hope of a fafe and 
honourable peace might cool the ardour of his 
troops ; he earneftly requeued , that Hormifdas 
would privately difmifs the minifter of Sapor, 
and conceal this dangerous temptation from the 
knowledge of the camp 7 ‘. 

T he honour , as well as intereft , of Julian , 
forbade him to confume his time under tli£ im- 
pregnable walls of Ctefiphon ; and as often as 
he defied the Barbarians, who defended the city, 
to meet him on the open plain , they prudently 
replied , that if he defired to exercife his valour , 
he might feek the army of the Great King. He 
felt the infult, and he accepted the advice. In- 
ftead of confining his fervile march to the banks 
of the Euphrates and Tigris , he refolved to 
imitate the adventurous fpirit of Alexander, and 
boldly to advance into the inland provinces , till 
he forced his rival to contend with him, perhaps 
in the plains of Arbela , for the empire of Afia. 
The magnanimity of Julian was applauded and 
betrayed, by the arts of a noble Perfian , who, 
in the caufe of his country , had generoufiy fub- 
mitted to adl a part full of danger, of falfehood , 
and of fhame 77 . With a train of faithful fol- 
lowers, he deferted to the Imperial camp; ex- 
pofed, in a fpecious tale, the injuries which he 
had fuftained; exaggerated the cruelty of Sapor, 
the difcontent of the people, and the weaknefs of 
,the monarchy , and confidently offered himfelf as 
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the hodage and guide of the Roman inarch, chap. 
The mod rational grounds of fufpicion were xxiv. 
urged, without effedt, by the wifdom and expe- 
rience of Hormifdas; and the credulous Julian, 
receiving the traitor into his bofom , was per- 
fuaded to iffue an hady order which, in the opi- 
nion of mankind, appeared to arraign his pru- 
dence, and to endanger his fafety. He dedroyed, 
in a fingle hour, the whole navy, which had been 
tranfported above five hundred miles, at fo great 
an expence of toil, of treafure, and of blood. 

Twelve, or at the mod, twenty-two, fmall vcf- 
fels were faved ; to accompany, on carriages, the 
march of the army , and to form occafional 
bridges for the paffage of the rivers. A fupply 
of twenty days provifions was referved for the 
ufe of the foldiers ; and the red of the magazines, 
with a fleet of eleven hundred veflels , which 
rode at anchor in the Tigris, were abandoned to 
the flames, by the abfolute command of the em- 
peror. The Chridian bifhops , Gregory and 
Augudin, infult the madnefs of the apodate, 
who executed , with his own hands , the fentence 
of divine judice. Their authority , of lefs weight, 
perhaps, in a mlfitary quedion , is confirmed by 
the cool judgment of an experienced foldier, 
who was himfelf fpedlator of the conflagration, 
and who could not difapprove the rclurtant mur- 
murs of the troops 7 '. Yet there are not want- 
ing fome fpecious , and perhaps folid , reafons , 
which might judify the refolution of Julian. 

The navigation of the Euphrates never afeended 
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above Babylon, nor that of the Tigris above 
Opis 77 . The diftance of the laft mentioned city 
from the Roman camp was not very confiderable ; 
and Julian muff foon have renounced the vain 
and impracticable attempt of forcing upwards a 
great fleet againfl: the ftream of a rapid river 
which in feveral places was embarraffed by natu- 
ral or artificial cataradts*'. The power of fails 
and oars was infufficient ; it became neceffary to 
tow the fliips againfl; the current of the river; the 
flrength of twenty thoufand foldiers was exhaufted 
in this tedioirs and fervile labour; and if the 
Romans continued to march along the banks of 
the Tigris , they could only expedt to return home 
without atchieving any enterprize worthy of the 
genius or fortune of their leader. If , on the 
contrary, it was advifeable to advance into the 
inland country, the deftrudtion of the fleet and 
magazines was the only meafure which could 
fave that valuable prize from the hands of the 
numerous and adtive troops which might fud- 
denly be poured from the gates of Ctefiphon. 
Had the arms of Julian been victorious we 
fliould now admire the conduct , as well as the 
courage, of a hero , who, by*depriving his fol- 
diers of the hopes of a retreat, left them only the 
alternative of death or conqueft*\ 

The cumberfome train of artillery and wag- 
gons, which retards the operations of a modern 
army, were in a great meafure unknown in the 
camps of the Romans 8 ’. Yet, in every age , the 
fubfiftence of ftxfy thoufand men muft have been 
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one of the mod important cares of a prudent 
general ; and that fubfiftence could only be drawn 
from his own or from the enemy's country. Had 
it been poflible for Julian to maintain a bridge of 
communication on the Tigris , and to preferve 
the conquered places of Alfyria, a defolated pro- 
vince could not afford any large or regular fup- 
•plies , in a feafon of the year whfen the lands were 
covered by the inundation of the Euphrates * 4 3 
and the unwholefome air was darkened with 
fwarms of innumerable infedts ,f . The appear- 
ance of the hoftile country was far more inviting. 
The extenfive region that lies between the river 
Tigris and the mountains of Media, was filled 
with villages and towns; and the fertile foil, for 
the mod part, was in a very improved ftate of 
cultivation. ’Julian might expedl , that a con- 
queror, who polTefTed the two forcible inftruments 
of perfuafion , fteel and gold, would eafily pro- 
cure a plentiful fubfiftence from the fears or ava- 
rice of the natives. But , on the approach of the 
Romans, this rich and finding profpedt was in- 
ftantly blafted.. Wherever they moved , the in- 
habitants deferted the open villages , and took 
fhelter in the fortified towns; the cattle was 
driven away; the grafs and ripe corn were con- 
fumed with fire; and, as foon as the flames had 
fubfided which interrupted the march of Julian, 
he beheld the melancholy face of a fmoking and 
naked defert. This defperate but eflfedlual method 
of defence , can only be executed by the enthu- 
fiafm of a people vyho prefer their independence 
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chap, to their property; or by the rigour of an arbitra- 
xxiv. ry government, which confults the public fafety 
without fubmitting to their inclinations the liberty 
of choice. Un the prefcnt occafion, the zeal and 
obedience of the Perfians feconded the commands 
of Sapor ; and the emperor was foon reduced to 
the fcanty ftock of prbvifions, which continually 
wafted in his hinds. Before they were entirely 
confumed , he might ftill have reached the 
wealthy and unwarlike cities of Ecbatana , or 
Sufa , by the effort of a rapid and well-diredled 
march but he was deprived of this laft refource 
by his ignorance of the roads, and by the perfidy 
of his guides. The Romans wandered feveral 
days in the country to the eaftward of Bagdad : 
the Perfian deferter , who had artfully led them 
into the fnare, efcapcd from theiV refentment; 
and his followers, as foon as they were put to 
the torture, confeffed the fecret of the confpiracy. 
The vifionary conquefts of Hyrcania and India , 
which had fo long amufed , now tormented , 
the mind of Julian. Confcious that his own 
imprudence was the caufe of the public diftrefs , 
he anxioufly balanced the hopes of fafety or 
fucccfs , without obtaining a fatisfadory anfwer 
either from gods or men. At length , as the only 
pradicable meafure , he embraced the refolution 
of direding his fteps towards the banks of the 
Tigris, with the defign of faving the army by a 
hafty march to the cqnfines of Corduene; a fertile 
and friendly province , which acknowledged the 
fovereignty of Rome. The defponding troops 
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obeyed the fignal of the retreat, only feventy 
days after they had palled the Chaboras , with 
the fanguine expectation of fubverting the throne 
of Perfia *\ 

As long as the Romans feemed to advance 
into the country , their march was obferved and 
infulted from a diftance by feveral bodies of 
Perfian cavalry; who mewing themfelves, fome- 
times in loofe, and^fometimes in clofer , or- 
der, faintly fkirrrtilked with the advanced guards. 
Thefe detachments were, however, fupported by 
a much greater force and the heads of the co- 
lumns were no fooner pointed towards the Tigris, 
than a cloud of duft arofe on the plain. The 
Romans, who now afpired only to the permiflion 
of a fale and fpeedy retreat, endeavoured to 
perfuade themfelves , that this formidable appear- 
ance was occafioned by a troop of wild affes , or 
perhaps by the approach of fome friendly Arabs. 
They halted , pitched their tents , fortified their 
camp, palled the whole night in continual alarms; 
and difcovered, at the dawn of day, that they 
were furrounded by an army of Perfians. This 
army, which might be ,tonfidered only as the 
van of the Barbarians , was foon followed by 
the main body of cuirafifiers, archers, and ele- 
phants commanded by Meranes , a general of 
rank and reputation. He was accompanied by 
two of the king’s fons , and' many of the principal 
fatraps ; and fame and expedlation exaggerated 
the ftrength of the ' remaining powers, which 
flowly advanced under the conduct of Sapor 
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c ii a r. himfelf. As the Romans continued their march , 
xxiv. their long array, which was forced to bend, or 
divide , according to the varieties of the ground , 
afforded frequent and favourable opportunities 
to their vigilant enemies. The Perfians repeat- 
edly charged with fury ; they were repeatedly 
’ repulfed with firmnefs ; and the adtion at JVla- 
ronga, which almoft def^ved the name of a bat- 
tle , was marked by a conliderable lofs of fatraps 
and elephants, perhaps of^qi#l»value in the eyes 
of their monarch. Thefe fplendid advantages 
were not obtained without an adequate (laughter 
on the fide of the Romans: feveral officers of 
diftinction were either killed or wounded ; and 
the emperor himfelf, who , on all occafions of 
danger, infpired and guided the valour of his 
troops , was obliged to expofe his perfon, and 
exert his abilities. The weight of offenfive and 
defenfive arms, which (fill conflituted the ftrength 
and fafety of the Romans, difabled them from 
making any long or effe&ual purfuit ; and as the 
horfemen of the Eaft were trained to dart their 
javelins, and (hoot their arrows, at full fpeed , 
and in every poflible** direction ", the cavalry of 
Perfia was never more formidable than in the 
moment of a rapid and diforderly flight. But 
♦ the moft certain and irreparable lofs of the Ro- 
mans, was that of time. The hardy veterans, 
accuftomed to the cold climate of Gaul and Ger- 
many, fainted under the fultry heat of an Af- 
fyrian fummer ; their vigour was exhaufted by 
the inceflant repetition of march and combat; 
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. and the progrefs of the army was fufpended by 
the precautions of a flow and dangerous retreat, 
in the prefence of an aiflive enemy. Every day * 
every hour, as the fupply diminiflied , the value 
and price of fubfiftence increafed in the Roman 
camp Julian , who always contented himfelf 
with fuch food as a hungry foldier would have 
difdained, diftributed , for the ufe of the troops, 
the provifions of the Imperial houfehold , and 
whatever could be fpared from the fumpter- 
horfes of the tribunes and generals. But this 
feeble relief ferved only to aggravate the fenfe 
of the public diftrefs ; and the Romans began to 
entertain the mod gloomy apprehenfions , that 
before they could reach the frontiers of the em- 
pire , they fliould all perilh , either by famine, 
or by the fword of the Barbarians’*. 

While Julian ftruggled with the almoft infu- 
perable difficulties of his fitiiation , the filent 
hours of the night were ftill devoted to ftudy 
and contemplation. Whenever he clofed his 
eyes in fliort and interrupted {lumbers , his mind 
was agitated with painful anxiety; nor can it be 
thought furprifmg , that the Genius of the empire 
fhould once more appear before him , covering 
with a funereal veil, his head, and his horn of 
abundance, and flowly retiring from the Imperial 
tent. The monarch ftarted from his couch , and 
ftepping forth , to refrelh his wearied fpirits with 
the cooinefs of the midnight air, he beheld a 
fiery meteor , which {hot athwart the fky , and 
fuddenly vanifhed. Julia/i was convinced that 
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c H a P. he had feen the menacing countenance of the . 
xxiv. god of war”; the council which he fummoned, 
ofTufcan Harufpices ”, unanimoufly pronounced 
that he fhould abftain from adion : but on 

this occafion , necellity and reafon were more 
prevalent than fuperftition ; and the trumpets 
founded at the break of day. The army marched 
through a hilly country ; and the hills had been 
fecretly occupied by the Perfians. Julian led 
the van., with the fkill and attention of a con- 
fummate general ; he was alarmed by the intel- 
ligence that his rear was fuddenly attacked. The 
heat of the weather had tempted him to lay afide 
his cuirafs ; but he fnatched a Ihield from one of 
his attendants , and haflened , with a fufficient 
reinforcement, to the relief of the rear -guard. 

A fimilar danger recalled the intrepid prince to 
the defence of the front ; and as he galloped 
between the columns , the centre of the left was 
attacked , and almoft overpowered , by a furious 
charge of the Perfian cavalry and elephants. 
This huge body was foon defeated , by the well- 
timed evolution of the light infantry , who aimed 
their weapons, with dexterity and effed, againft 
the backs of the horferaen , and the legs of the 
elephants. The Barbarians fled ; and Julian , 
who was foremoft in every danger, animated the 
purfuit >vith his voice and geflures. His trem- 
bling guards , fcattered and opprelfed by the dif- 
orderly throng of friends and enemies , reminded 
their fearlefs fovereign that he was without ar- 
mour ; and conjured him to decline the fall of 
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tlie impending ruin. As they exclaimed ”, a 
cloud of darts and arrows was difcharged from the 
flying fquadrons ; and a javelin , after razing the 
fkin of his arm , tranfpierced the ribs , and fixed 
in the inferior part of the liver. Julian attempt- 
ed to draw the deadly weapon from his fide; 
but his fingers were cut by the fharpnefs of the 
Reel, and he fell fenfelefs from his horfe. His 
guards flew to his relief ; and the wounded em- 
peror was gently railed from the ground, and 
conveyed out of the tumult of the battle into an 
adjacent tent. The report of the melancholy 
event pafled from rank to rank; but the grief of 
the Romans infpired them with invincible valour, 
and the defire of revenge. The bloody and 
obftinate conflict was maintained by the two 
armies , till they were feparated by the total dark- 
nefs of the night. The Perfians derived fome 
• honour from the advantage which they obtained 
againft the left wing , where Anatolius , mailer 
of the offices , was flain , and the praefedt Salluft 
very narrowly efcaped. But the event of the day 
was adverfe to the Barbarians. They abandoned 
the field, their two generals, Meranes, and No- 
hordates ”, fifty nobles or fatraps , and a mul- 
titude of their braved foldiers : and the fuccefs of 
the Romans, if Julian had furvived, might have 
been improved into a decifive and ufeful vidlory. 

The flrft words that Julian uttered , after his 
recovery from the fainting fit, into which he had 
been thrown by lofs of blood, were expreffive of 
his martial fpirit. He called for his horfe and 
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chap, arms, and was impatient to rufli into the battle. 
xxiv. His remaining flrength was exhaufted by the 
painful effort; and the furgeons, who examined 
his wound, difcovered the fymptoms of ap- 
proaching death. He employed the awful mo- 
ments with the firm temper of a hero and a fage ; 
the philofophers who had accompanied him in 
this fatal expedition , compared the tent of Julian 
with the prifon of Socrates; and the fpectators, 
whom duty , or friendfliip , or curiofity , had af- 
fembled round his couch , liftened with refpecf- 
ful grief to the funeral oration of their dying 
emperor “ Friends and fellow - foldiers , the 
* £ feafonable period of my departure is now ar- 
/ <£ rived, and I difcharge, with the cheerfulnefs 

“ of a ready debtor, the demands of nature. 

<£ I have learned from philofophy, how much the 
“ foul is more excellent than the body; and that 
“ the feparation of the nobler fubftance, fhould 
“ be the fubjedt of joy, rather than of afflidlion. 

“ I have learned from religion , that an early 
“ death has often been the reward of piety 
“ and I accept, as a favour of the gods, the 
K mortal flroke, that fecures me from the dan- 
,<c ger of difgracing a charadter , which has hi- 
<c therto bedn fupported by virtue and fortitude. 

** I die without remorfe , as I have lived with- 
“ out guilt. I am pleafed to refledt on the in- 
ct nocence of my private life ; and I can affirm 
tc with confidence, that the fupreme authority, 

<£ that emanation of the Divine Power, has been 
<£ preferved in my hands pure and immaculate. 

t£ Detefting 
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<£ Detefting the corrupt and deftru&ive maxims c h a f. 
<£ of defpotifm, I have confidered the happinefs Xxiv. 
u of the people as the end of government. 
tc Submitting my aCtions to the laws of prudence, 

“ of jultice, and of moderation, L have trulled 
“ the event to the care of Providence. Peace 
<£ was the objeCt of my counfels , as long as peace 
££ was confident with the public welfare; but 
“ when the imperious voice of my country fum- 
u moned me to arms, I expofed my pcrfon to 
££ the dangers of war, with the clear fore- know- 
“ ledge ( which I had acquired from the art of 
a divination ) that I was dellined to fall by the 
££ fworcf. I now offer my tribute of gratitude 
<£ to the Eternal Being, who has not flittered me 
* to perifh by the cruelty of a tyrant, by the 
<£ fecret dagger of confpiracy, or by the flow 
“ tortures of lingering difeafe. He has given # 
w me, in the midft of an honourable career, a 
££ fplendid and glorious departure from this world ; 

££ and I hold it equally abfurd , equally bafe , 

££ to folicit , or to decline , the ftroke of fate. — 

<£ Thus much I have attempted to fay ; but 
,£ my flrength fails me, and I feel the approach 
w of death. — I lhall cautioufly refrain from 
££ any word that may tend to influence your 
C£ fuffrages in the election of an emperor. My 
“ choice might be imprudent, or injudicious ; 

££ and if it fliould not be ratified by the con- 
“ fent of the army, it might be fatal to the 
t£ perfon whom I fliould recommend. I lhall 
££ only, as a good citizen, exprefs my hopes. 

Vol. IV. L 
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c h a p» “ that the Romans may be blefled with the go- 
XXIV-. c ‘ vernment of a virtuous fovereign. ” After 
this difcourfe, which. Julian pronounced in a firm 
and gentle tone of voice, he diftributed , by a 
military teftament ,7 , the remains of his private 
fortune; and making fome enquiry why Anato- 
lius was not prefent, he underftood, from the 
anfwer of Salluft , that Anatolius was killed ; and 
bewailed, with amiable inconfiftency , the lcfs of 
his friend. At the fame time he reproved the 
immoderate grief of the fpedfators ; and conjured 
them not to difgrace,by unmanly tears, the fate 
of a prince , who in a few moments would be 

United with heaven , and with the Ears 9> . '\ he 

• , 
fpedfators were filent; and Julian entered tnto a 

metaphyftcal argument with the philofophers 

Prifcus and Maximus, on the nature of the foul. 

% The efforts which he made, of mind, as well as 
body, moft probably haftened his death. His 
wound began to bleed with frelh violence; his 
refpiration was embarrafTcd by the fwelling of the 
veins: he called for a draught of cold water, and, 
as foon as he had drank it, expired without pain, 
about the hour of midnight. Such was the end of 
-• that extraordinary man, in the thirty -fecond year 

of his age , after a reign of one year and about 
eight months, from the death of Conftantius. In 
his lnft moments he difplayed , perhaps with fome 
oftentation, the love, of virtue and of fame, which 
had been the ruling paffions of his life **. 

Eiraionof The triumph of Ckriffianity, and the calami- 
thcempc. ties c f the empire, maw, in fome meafure, be 

ror Joviau, 
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afcribed to Julian himfelf , who had negledted to ’ 
fecure the future execution of his defigns , by the 
timely and judicious nomination of an alfociate* 
and fucceflor. But the royal race of Conftantius 
Chlorus was reduced to his own perfon ; and if 
he entertained any ferious thoughts of inverting 
with the purple the mod worthy among the Ro- 
mans , he was diverted from his refolution by the* 
difficulty of the choice , the jealoufy of power, 
the fear of ingratitude , and the natural prefump- 
tion of health „ of youth, and of profperity. His 
unexpected death left the empire without a mat- 
ter, and without an heir, in a ftate of perplexity 
and danger, which, in the fpace of fourfcor® 
years, had nevei*been experienced, fince the elec- 
tion of Diocletian. In a government, which had 
almoft forgotten the diftiinftion of pure and no- 
ble blood , the fuperiority of birth was of little 
moment; the claims of official rank were acci- 
dental and precarious; and the candidates, who 
might afpire to afcend the vacant throne , could 
be fupported only by the confcioufnefs of per- 
fonal merit, or by the hopes of popular favour. 
But the fituation of a fainilhed army , encom- 
pafled on all fides by an hoft of Barbarians, 
fhortened the moments of grief and deliberation. 
In this fcene of terror and dirtrefs , the bodv of 
the deceafed prince , according to his own direc- 
tions, was decently embalmed ; and, at the dawn 
of day , the generals convened a military fenate , 
at which the commanders of the legions, and the 
officers , both; of cavalry and infantry , were 
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c h a P. invited to afifift. Three or four hours of the night 
xxiv. hud not palled away without fome fecret cabals; 

# and when the election of an emperor was pro- 
pofed, the fpirit of fadion began to agitate the 
alfembly. Vidor and Arinthseus collected the 
remains of the court of Conftantius; the friends of 
Julian attached themfelves to the Gallic chiefs, 
.Dagalaiphus and Nevitta ; and the molt fatal con- 
fequences might be apprehended from the difcord 
of two fadions, fo oppofite in their charader and 
iutereft , in their maxims of government , and 
perhaps in their religious principles. The fuperior 
virtues of Salluft could alone reconcile their 
divifions , and unite their fuffrages ; and the vene- 
rable praefcd would immediately i^ive been declared 
the fucceflor of Julian, if he himfelf , with fincere 
and modeft firmnefs , had not alleged his age and 
infirmities, fo unequal to the weight of the diadem. 

The generals , who were furprifed and perplexed 
by his refufal , fhewed fome difpofition to adopt 
the falutary advice of an inferior officer 1,0 , that 
they fhould 'ad as they would have aded in the 
abfence of the emperor; that they fhould exert 
their abilities to extricate the army from the prefent 
diftrefs ; and, if they were fortunate enough to 
reach the confines of IVIefopotamia , they fhould 
proceed with united and deliberate counfels in the 
cledion of a lawful fovercign. While they debated , 
a few voices faluted Jovian , who was no more * 
than fi'Jl 101 of the domeftics, with the names 
of Emperor and Auguftus. The tumultuary 
acclamation was inftantly repeated by the guards 
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who furrounded the tent, and paffed, in a few 
minutes, to the extremities of the line. The new 
prince, aftonifhed with his own fortune, was 
haftily inverted with the Imperial ornaments , and 
received an oath of fidelity from the generals, 
whofe favour and prote&ion he fo lately folicited. 
The ftrongeft recommendation of Jovian was 
the merit of his father, Count Varronian , who 
enjoyed, in honourable retirement, the fruit of 
his long fervices. In the obfcure freedom of a 
private ftation , the fon indulged his tafte for 
wine and women ; yet he fupported , with credit, 
the character of a Chriftian IOS and a foldier. 
Without being confpicuous for any of the am- 
bitious qualifications which excite the admiration 
and envy of mankind , the comely perfon of 
Jovian , his cheerful temper , and familiar wit, 
had gained the affection of his fellow foldiers ; and 
the generals of both parties acquiefced in a popular 
election , which had not been conducted by the 
arts of their enemies. The pride of this unex- 
pected elevation was moderate^ by the juft 
apprehenfiorf , that the fame day "fhight terminate 
the life and reign of the new emperor. The 
preffing voice of neceftity was obeyed without 
delay; and the firft orders iffued by Jovian, a 
few hours after his predeceffor had expired, were 
to profecute a march, which could alone extricate 
the Rqmans from their adttial diftrefs 

The erteem of an enemy is moft fincerely ex- 
preffed by his fears ; and the degree of fear may 
be accurately meafured by the joy with which he 
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celebrates his deliverance. 1 he welcome news 
of the death of Julian , which a deferter revealed 
to the camp of Sapor, infpired the defponding 
monarch with a fudden confidence of victory. 
He immediately detached the royal cavalry , per- 
haps the ten thoufand Immortal * 104 , to fecond and 
fupport the purfuit; and difcharged the whole 
weight of his united forces on the rear-guard of 
the Romans. The rear-guard was thrown into 
diforder; the renowned legions, which derived 
their titles from Diocletian , and his warlike 
colleague , were broke and trampled down by the 
elephants; and three tribunes loft their lives in 
attempting to ftop the flight of their foldiers. 
The battle was at length reftored by the per- 
fevering valour of the Romans ; the Perflans 
were repulfed with a great flaughter of men and 
elephants; and the army, after marching and 
fighting a long fummer's day, arrived, in the 
eveniiig, at Samara on the banks of the Tigris, 
about one hundred miles above CtelTphon IO '. 
On the enfuing day , the Barbarians , inftead of 
harafling the march , attacked the camp, of Jo- 
vian ; which had been feated in a deep and fe- 
queftered valley. From the hills, the archers of 
Perfia infulted and annoyed the wearied legion- 
aries ; and a body of cavalry , which had pene- 
trated with defperate courage through the Prae- 
torian gate, was cut in pieces, after a doubtful 
conflict, near the Imperial tent. In the fucceed- 
ing night , the camp of Carche was protected 
by the lofty dikes of the river; and the Roman 
army , though inceflantly expofed to the vexatious 
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purfuit of the Saracens, pitched their tents near 
the city of Dura 10 *, four days after the death of 
Julian. The Tigris was ftill on their left; their 
hopes and provilions were almoftconfumed ; and 
the impatient foldiers , who had fondly perfuaded 
themfelves, that the frontiers of the empire were 
not far diftant , requefted their new fovereign, 
that they might be permitted to hazard the paf- 
fage of the river. With the afiiftance of his 
wifeft officers , Jovian endeavoured to check their 
ralhnefs ; by reprefenting, that if they poffefled 
fufficient {kill and vigour to Item the torrent of 
a deep and rapid ftream, they would only deliver 
themfelves naked and defencelefs to the Bar- 
barians, who had occupied the oppofite banks. 
Yielding at length to their clamorous importu- 
nities, he confented, with reluCtance , that five 
hundred Gauls and Germans, accuftomed from 
their infancy to the waters of the Rhine and 
Danube, fhould attempt the bold adventure, 
which might ferve either ' as an encouragement , 
or as a warning , for the reft of the army. In the 
filence of the night, they fwam the Tigris, fur- 
prifed an unguarded poll of the enemy , and 
difplayed at the dawn of day the ftgnal of their 
refolution and fortune. The fuccefs of this trial 
dilpofed the emperor to liften to the promifes of 
his architects* who propofed to conftruct a float- 
ing bridge of the inflated Ikins of fhcep, oxen , 
and goats , covered with a floor of earth and faf- 
cines ‘° 7 . Two important days were fpent in the 
ineffectual labour; and the Romans, who already 
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endured the miferies of famine , caft a look of 
defpair on the Tigris, and upon the Barbarians; 
whofe numbers and obftinacy increafed with the 
diflrefs of the Imperial army I0 *. 

In this hopelefs fituation , the fainting fpirits of 
the Romans were revived by the found of peace. 
The tranfient prefumption of Sapor had .vanifhed: . 
he obferved, with ferious concern, that, in the 
repetition of doubtful combats, he had loft his 
inoft faithful and intrepid nobles , his braveft 
troops, and the greateft part of his train of ele- 
phants : and the experienced monarch feared to 
provoke the reftftance of defpair, the viciffitudes 
of fortune , and the unexhaufted powers of the 
Roman empire ; which might foon advance to 
relieve, or to revenge, the fuccefior of Julian. 
The Surenas himfelf , accompanied by another 
fatrap, appeared in the camp of Jovian 1 **; aud 
declared , that the clemency of his fovereign was 
not averfe to fignify the conditions , on which he 
would confent to fpare and to difmifs the Caefar, 
with the relics of his captive army. The hopes 
of fafety fubdued the firmnefs of the Romans; 
the emperor was compelled, by the advice of his 
council, and the cries of the foldiers, to embrace 
the offer of peace; and the pnefect Salluft was 
immediately fent , with the general Arinthaeus , 
to underftand the pleafure of the Great King. 

The crafty Perfian delayed, under various pre- 
tences, the conclufton of the agreement ; flatted 
difficulties, required explanations, fuggefted ex- 
pedients , receded from his conceffions , encreafed • 
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his demajnds , and wafted four days in the arts of 
negociation , till he had confumed the flock of 
provifions which yet remained in the camp of 
the Romans. Had Jovian been capable of exe- 
cuting a bold and prudent meafure, he would 
have continued his march with unremitting dili- 
gence ; the progrefs of the treaty would have 
fufpended the attacks of the Barbarians ; and , 
before the expiration of the fourth day , he might 
have fafely reached the fruitful province of Cor- 
dnene , at the diftance only of one hundred 
miles"*. The irrefolutc emperor, inftead of 
breaking through the toils of the enemy, expeded 
his fate with patient refignatioil ; and accepted 
the humiliating conditions of peace , which it 
was no longer in his power to refufe. The five 
provinces beyond the Tigris , which had been 
ceded by the grandfather of Sapor, were reftored 
to the Perftan monarchy. He acquired , by a 
ftngle article, the impregnable city of Nifibis; 
which had fuftained , in three fucceflive fieges , 
the effort of his arms. Singara, and the caftle 
of the Moors, one of the ftrongeft places of Mefo- 
potamia , were likewife difmembered from the 
empire. It was confidered as an indulgence, that 
the inhabitants of thofe fortreffes were permitted 
to retire with their effeds; but the conqueror 
rigoroufty inlifted , that the Romans fliould for 
ever abandon the king and kingdom of Armenia. 
A peace, or rather a long truce, of thirty years , 
was ftipulated between the hoftile nations; the 
faith of the treaty was ratified by folemn oaths 
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and religious ceremonies ; and homages of diftin- 
guifhed rank were reciprocally delivered tofecure 
the performance of the conditions 

The fophift of Antioch, who faw with indig- 
nation the feeptre of his hero in the feeble hand 
of a Chriftian fuccelfoi , profeffes to admire the 
moderation of Sapor, in contenting himfelf with 
fo fmall a portion of the Roman empire. If he 
had fl retched as far 1 as the Euphrates the claims 
of his ambition, he might have been fecure, 
fays Libanins , of not meeting with a refufal. 
If he had fixed, as the boundary of Perfia, the 
Orontes , the Cydnus, the Sangarius, or even the 
Thracian Bofphorus, flatterers would not have 
been wanting in the court of Jovian to convince 
the timid monarch , that his remaining provinces 
would ftill afford the moft ample gratifications of 
power and luxury" 1 . Without adopting in its 
full force this malicious inhumation, we ’ muff 
acknowledge, that the conclufion of fo ignomi- 
nious a treaty was facilitated by the private am- 
bition of Jovian. The obfeure domeflic , exalted 
to the throne by fortune, rather than by merit, 
was impatient to efcape from the hands of the 
Perfians ; that he might prevent the defigns of 
Procopius , who commanded the army of Mefo- 
potamia, and eftablilh his doubtful reign over the 
legions and provinces, which were ftill ignorant 
of the hafty and tumultuous choice of the camp 
beyond the Tigris In the neighbourhood of the 
fame river, at no very confiderable diftance from 
the fatal ftation of Dura"*, the ten thoufand 
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Greeks, without generals, or guides, or provifions, chap. 
were aband med, above twelve hundred miles XXIV ‘ 
from their native country, to the refentment of a 
victorious monarch. T he difference of their con- 
duct and fticcefs depended much more on their 
character than on their fituation. Inftead of tame- 
ly refigning themfelves to the fecret deliberati- 
ons and private views of a fingle Perfon , the unit- 
ed councils of the Greeks were infpired by the ge- 
nerous enthufiafm of a popular alfembly : where 
the mind of each citizen is filled with the love 
of glory , the pride of freedom , and the contempt 
of daa.th Confcious of their fuperiority over the 
Barbarians in arms and difcipline, they difdained 
to yield, they refufed to capitulate; every ob- 
ftacle was furmounted by their patience, courage, 
and military fkill ; and the memorable retreat of 
the ten thoufand expofed and .infulted the weak- 
nefs of the Perfian monarchy ,,s . 

As the price of his difgraceful conceffions , the He con** 
emperor might perhaps have ftipulated , that the ” e u t " a h t ' 0 
camp of the hungry Romans fhould be plentifully Nifibis. 
fupplied 1 '*; and that they fhould be permitted to 
pafs the Tigris on the bridge which was con- 
ftrudted by the hands of the Perfians. But, if 
Jovian prefumed to folicit thofe equitable terms , 
they were fternly refufed by the haughty tyrant of 
the Eaft ; whofe clemency had pardoned the in- 
vaders of his country. The Saracens fometimes 
intercepted the flragglers of the march ; but the 
generals and troops of Sapor refpedted the ceflation 
of arms ; and Jovian was fuffered to explore the 
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chap, moft convenient place for the pafTage of the river, 
xxiv. The fmall veffcls , which had been faved from 
the conflagration of the fleet performed the 
moft eflen ial fervice. They firft conveyed the 
emperor and his favourites ; and afterwards tranf- 
porred in many fucceflive voyages , a great part 
of the army. But, as every man was anxious 
for his perfonal fafety, and apprehenfive of being 
left on the hoftile fhore , the foldiers, who were 
too impatient to wait the flow returns of the 
boats, boldly ventured themfelvcs on light hur- 
dles, or inflated fkins ; and, drawing after them 
their horfes, attempted, with various fuccefs, to 
fwim acrofs the river. JVlany of thefe daring 
. ad enturers were fwallowed by the waves; many 
others , who were carried along by the violence 
of the ftream , fell an eafy prey to the avarice, 

, or cruelty, of the wild Arabs: and the lofs which 

the army fuftained in the pafTage of the Tigris , 
■was not inferior to the carnage of a day of battle. 
As foon as the Romans had landed on the weft-- 
ern bank , they were delivered from the hoftile 
purfuit of the Barbarians; but, in a laborious 
march of two hundred miles over the plains of 
IVIefopotamia , they endured the laft extremities 
of thirft and hunger. 1 hey were obliged to 
traverfe a fandy defert , which , in the extent of 
feventy miles, did not afford a Tingle blade of 
fweet grafs, nor a Tingle fpring of frefh water; 
and the reft of the inhofpitable wafte was untrod 
by the footfteps either of friends or enemies. 
Whenever a fmall meafure of flour could be 
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difcovered in the camp, twentv pounds weight 
were greedily purchafed with ten pieces of gold 1,7 : 
the beads of burden were flaughtered and de- 
voured ; and the defert was drewed with the arms 
and baggage of the Roman foldiers, whofe tat- 
tered garments and meagre countenances dif- 
played their paft fufferings, and actual mifery. 
A fmall convoy of provifions advanced to meet 
the army as far as the caflle of Ur ; and the 
fupply was the more grateful, fince it declared 
the fidelity of Sebadian and Procopius. At 
Thilfaphata "* , the emperor molt gracioufly re- 
ceived the generals of Mcfopotamia ; and the 
remains of a once flourilhing army at length re- 
pofed 'hemfelves under the walls of Nifibis. The 
roeffengers of Jovian had already proclaimed , in 
the language of flattery, his eledion, his treaty, 
and his return; and the new prince had taken the 
moll effedual meafures to fecure the allegiance of 
the armies and provinces of Europe ; by placing 
the military command in the hands of thofe of- 
ficers , who , from motives of filtered , or incli- 
nation , would firmly fupport the caufe of their 
benefactor * tf . 

The friends of Julian had confidently announ- 
ced the fuccefs of bis expedition. They enter- 
tained a fond perfuafion, that the temples of the 
gods would be enriched with the fpoils of the 
Eaft ; that Perfia would be reduced to the hum- 
ble ftate of a tributary province, governed by the 
laws and magidrates of Rome , that the Bar- 
barians would adopt the drefs , and manners, and 
language, of* their conquerors ; and that the 
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chat, youth of Ecbatana and Sufa would dudv the art 
xxiv. of rhetoric under Grecian mafters 110 . The pro- 
grefs of the arms of Julian interrupted his com- 
munication with the empire; and, from the mo- 
ment that he paffed the Tigris, his affectionate 
fubjedts were ignorant of the f;y.e and fortunes of 
their prince. Their contemplation of fancied 
triumphs was diduibed by the melancholy rumour 
of his death; and they perfided to doubt, after 
they could no longer deny , the truth of that 
fatal event 1 he medengers of Jovian pro- 
mulgated the fpecious tale of a prudent and 
necelfary peace: the voice of fame, louder and 
more fincere, revealed the difgrace of the empe- 
ror, and the conditions of th^ ignominious treaty. 
The minds of the people were "filled with ado- 
nifhment and grief, with indignation and terror, 
when they were informed , that the unworthy 
fucceffor of Julian relinquilhed the five provinces* 
which had been acquired by the vidlory of Gale- 
rius; and that he fhamefully furrendered to the 
Barbarians the important city of Nifibis, the firm- 
ed bulwark of the provinces of the fcaft '**. The 
deep and dangerous quedion , how far the pub- 
lic faith fliould be obferved, when it becomes 
incompatible with the put lie fafety, was freely 
agitated in popular converfation; and fome hopes 
were entertained, that the emperor would redeem 
his pufillanimous behaviour by a fplendid a<d of 
patriotic perfidy. The inflexible fpirit of the 
Roman fenate had always di (claimed the unequal 
conditions which were extorted from the didrefe 
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of the captive armies; and, if it were neceffary 1 
to fatisfy the national honour, by delivering the 
guilty general into the hands of the Barbarians, 
the greateft; part of the fubjeds of Jovian would 
have cheerfully acquiefced in the precedent of 
ancient times ,2i . 

But the emperor, whatever might be the limits 
of his conRitutional authority, was the abfolute 
matter of the laws and arms of the flate; and 
the fame motives which had forced him to fub- 
fcribe , now preffed him to execute , the treaty of 
peace. He was impatient to fecure an empire at 
the expence of a few provinces ; and the refped- 
able names of religion and honour concealed the 
perfonal fears and the ambition of Jovian. Not- 
withftanding the dutiful foiicitations of the inha- 
bitants , decency, as well as prudence , forbade the 
emperor to lodge in the palace of Nifibis; but, 
the next morning after his arrival , Binefes , the 
ambaffador orf Perfia, entered the place, difplayed 
from the citadel the ftandard of the Great King, 
and proclaimed, in his name , the cruel alternative 
of exile or fervitude. The principal citizens of 
Nifibis, who, till that fatal moment, had con- 
fided in the protedion of their fovereign , threw 
themfelves at his feet. They conjured him not 
to abandon, or, at lfcaft, not to deliver, a faith- 
ful colony to the rage of a Barbarian tyrant, ex- 
afperated by the three fucceffive defeats, which 
he had experienced under the walls of Nifibis. 
They ftill pofteffed arms and courage to repel the 
invaders of their country: they requefted only 
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hap. the permiffion of ufing them in their own de- 
xxiv. fence; and, as foon as thev had afferted their 
independence , they fhould implore the favour of 
being again admitted into the rank of his fub- 
je&s. Their arguments, their eloquence, their 
tears were ineffectual. Jovian alleged, with fome 
confufxon, the fanclity of oaths; and, as the re- 
luctance with which he accepted the prefent of a 
crown of gold, convinced the citizens of their 
hopelefs condition, the advocate Sylvanus was 
provoked to exclaim , rt O Emperor ! may you 
“ thus be crowned by all the cities of yoqr do- 
ct minions! ” Jovian, who., in a few weeks had 
affumed the habits of a prince * 14 , was difpleafed 
with freedom , and offended with truth and as 
he reafonably fuppofed , that the difcontent of 
the people might incline them to fubmit to the 
Perfian government, he publilhed an ediCl, ( under 
pain of death , that they fhould leave the city 
within the term of three days. Ammianus has 
delineated in lively colours the fcene of univerfal 
defpair which he feems to have viewed with an 
eye of compaflion The martial youth defert- 
ed , with indignant grief, the walls which they 
had fo gloriouffy defended : the difconfolate 
mourner dropt a laft tear over the tomb of a foil 
or hulband, which muft fooft be profaned by the 
rude hand of a Barbarian mafter; and the aged 
citizen kiffed the threlhold , and clung to the 
doors , of the houfe , where he had palled the 
cheerful and carelefs hours of infancy. The 
highways were crowded with a trembling 

multitude 
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multitude: "the diftin&ions of rank, andfex, and age, 
were loft in the general calamity. Every one ftrove 
to bear away fome fragment from the wreck of 
his fortunes; and as they could not command the 
immediate fervice of an adequate number of horfes 
or waggons, they were obliged to leave behind 
them the greateft part of their valuable effects. 
The favage infenfibHity of Jovian appears to have 
aggravated the hardlhips of' thefe unhappy fugi- 
tives. They were feated, however in a new-built 
quarter of Amida; and that riling city, with the 
reinforcement of a very confiderable colony, foon 
recovered its former fplendour, and became the 
capital of Mefopotamia ,2 ‘. Similar- orders were 
difpatched by the emperor for the evacuation of 
Singara and the caftle of the Moors; and for the 
reftitution of the five provinces beyond the Tigris. 
Sapor enjoyed the glory *and the fruits of his 
vidtory; and this ignominious peace has juftly been 
confidered as a memorable acra in the decline and 
fall of the Roman empire. The predeccffbrs of 
Jovian had fometimes relinquilhed the dominion 
of (Tiftant and unprofitable provinces: but, fince 
the foundation of the city , the genius of Rome , 
the god Terminus , who guarded the boundaries 
of the republic , had nevjr retired before the 
fword T)f a victorious enemy *' 7 . 

After Jovian had performed thofe engagements.,- 
which the voice of his people might have 
tempted him to violate , he haftened away from 
the feene of his difgrace, and proceeded with his 
whole court to enjoy the luxury of Antioch *’*• 
Vol. IV. M 
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G H a p. Without confulting the dictates of religious zeal , s 
xxiv. he was prompted by humanity and gratitude , to 
beftow the laft honours on the remains of his 
deceafed fovereign “* : and Procopius, who fin- 
cerely bewailed the lofs of his kinfman , was 
removed from the command of the army, under 
the decent pretence of conducting the funeral. 
The corpfe of Julian was tranfported from Nifibis 
to Tarfus, in a flow march of fifteen days; and, 
as it palled through the cities of the Eaft, was 
faluted by the holtile factions , with mournful 
lamentations and clamorous infults. The Pagans 
already placed their beloved hero in the rank of 
thofe gods whofe worlhip he had reftored ; while 
the inve&ives of the Chriftians purfued the foul 
of the apoftate to hell , and his body to the 
grave One party lamented the approaching 
ruin of their altars;* the other celebrated the 
marvellous deliverance of the church. T he 
Chriftians applauded , in lofty and ambiguous 
{trains, the ftroke of divine vengeance , which 
had been fo long fufpended over the guilty head 
of Julian. They acknowledged , that the death 
of the tyrant, at the inftant he expired beyond 
the Tigris , was revealed to the faints of Egypt , 
Syria, and Cappadocia 1 ”; and, inltead of fuf- 
fering him to fall by the Perfian darts* their 
indiferetion aferibed the heroic deed to the ob- 
feure hand of fome mortal or immortal champion 
* of the faith Such imprudent declarations 

were eagerly adopted by the malice, or credulity, 
of their adverfaries > >yho darkly infinuated, 
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or confidently afferted , that the governors of the 
church had inftigated and diredted the fanaticifm 
of a domeftic affaflin *’*. Above fixteen years 
after the death of Julian, the charge was folemnly 
and vehemently urged, in a public oration, ad- 
dreffed by Libanius to the emperor Theodofius. 
His fufpicions are* unfupported by fadf or argu- 
ment; and we can only efteem the generous zeal 
of the fophift of Antioch , for the cold and ne- 
glected afhes of his friend 

It was an ancient cuftom in the funerals , as 
well as in the triumphs, of the Romans, that the 
voice of praife fliould be corrected by that of 
fatire and ridicule; and that, in the midft of the 
fplendid pageants, which difplayed the glory of 
the living or of the dead , their imperfections 
fliould not be concealed from the eyes of the 
world This cuftom was praCtifed in the fune- 
ral of Julian. The comedians, who refented his 
contempt and averfion for the theatre , exhibited 
with the applaufe of a Chriftian audience , the 
lively and exaggerated reprefentation of the faults 
and follies of the deceafed emperor. His various 
character and fingular manners afforded an ample 
fcope for pleafantry and ridicule ,jr . In the exer- 
• cife of his uncommon talents, he often defeended 
below the majefty of his rank. Alexander was 
transformed into Diogenes ; the philofophcr was 
degraded into a prieft. The purity of his virtue 
was fullied by exceflive vanity ; his fuperftition 
difturbed the peace, and endangered the fafety, 
of a mighty empire ; and his irregular fallhs \yere 
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chap, the lefs intitled to indulgence , as they appeared 
xxiv. to be the laborious efforts of art , or even of 
affectation. The remains, of Julian were interred 
at Tarfus in Cilicia; but his ftately tomb, which 
arofe in that city, on the banks of the cold and 
limpid Cydnus ,JI , was difpleafing to the faithful 
friends , who loved and leveed the memory of 
that extraordinary man. The philofopher expreffed 
a very reafonable wifh, that the difciple of Plato 
might have rcpofed amidft the groves of the 
academy I,, r while the foldier exclaimed in bolder 
accents, that the afhes of Julian fhould have been 
mingled with thofe of Caefar , in the field of 
Mars , and among the ancient monuments of 
Roman virtue ,4 °. The hiftory of princes does 
rot very frequently renew the example of a fimilar 
competition. 
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The Government and Death of Jovian. — Etetlion of 
Valentinian , -rr ho affociates his Brother Valens , and 
makes the final Divijion of the Eajlern and JVefiern 
Empires. — Revolt of Procopius. — Civil and Ec- 
clejiafiicat Adminijhation. — Germany. — Britain. — 
Africa. — The Eafi. — The Danube, — Death of Va- 
lentinian. — His frro Sons , Gratian and Valentinian /I, 
fucceed to the Wejiern Empire. 

• 

^1' H E death of Julian had left the public affairs 
of the empire in a very doubtful and dangerous 
fituation. The Roman army was faved by an 
inglorious, perhaps a neceffary , treaty 1 ; and the 
firft moments of peace were confecrated by the 
pious Jovian to reflore the domeffic tranquillity 
of the church and ftate. The indiscretion of his 
predeceffor, inffead of reconciling, had artfully 
fomented the religious war: and the balance 

which he affetfled to preferve between the hoftile 
factions, ferved only to perpetuate the conteft, 
by the viciffitudes of hope and fear, by the rival 
claims of ancient poffeflion and adlual favour. 
The Chriftians had forgotten the fpirit of the 
Gofpcl ; and the Pagans had imbibed the fpirit 
of the church. In private families , the fentiments 
of nature were extinguifhed by the blind fury of 
zeal and revenge: the majefty of the laws was 
violated or abufed, the cities of the Eaft were 
• M3 
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chap, ftained with blood ; and the mod implacable 
xxv. enemies of the Romans were in the bofon^ of, 
their country. Jovian was educated in the pro-* 
feflion of Chriftianity ; and as he marched from 
Nifibis to Antioch , the banner of the Crofs , the 
labarum of Conflantine , which was again 
difplayed at the head of the legions , announced 
to the people the faith of their new emperor. As 
foon as he afcended the throne, he tranfmitted 
a circular epiftle to all the governors of pro- 
vinces : in which he confelfed the divine truth, 

and fecured the legal eftablifhment, of the Chrif- 
tian religion. The infidious edicts of Julian were 
• abolilhed; the ecclefiaftical immunities were 
reftored and enlarged; and Jovian condefcended 
to lament, that the diftrefs of the times obliged 
him to diminifh the meafure of charitable dif- 
tributions \ The Chriftians were unanimous in 
the loud and fincere applaufe which they beftow- 
ed on the pious fuccefior of Julian. But they 
were ftill ignorant, what creed, or what fynod , 
he would choofe for the ftandard of orthodoxy; 
and the peace of the church immediately revived 
thofe eager difputes which had been fufpended 
during the feafon of perfecution. The epifcopal 
leaders of the contending feels , convinced, from 
experience, how much their fate would depend 
on the earliell impreflfions that were made on the 
mind of an untutored foldier, haftened to the 
court of EdefTa, or Antioch. The highways 
of the Eafl were crowded with Homooufian , and 
Arian , and Serai-Arian , and Eunomian biljiops , 
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who ftruggled to outftrip each other in the holy 
race : the apartments of the palace refounded 
with their clamours ; and the ears of the prince 
were alTaulted , and perhaps aftonifhed, by the 
lingular, mixture of metaphyfical argument and 
paffionate invedlive \ The moderation of Jovian, 
who recommended concord and charity, and 
referred the difputants to the fentence of a future 
council, was interpreted as a fympton of indif- 
ference: but his attachment to the Nicene creed 
was at length difeovered and declared , by the 
reverence which he exprelfed for the cr ejlial * 
virtues of the great Athanaftus. The intrepid 
veteran of the faith, at the age of feventy, had 
ifliied from his retreat on the firft intelligence of 
the tyrant’s death. The acclamations of the 
people feated him once more on the archiepif- 
copal throne j and he wifely accepted , or anti- 
cipated , the invitation of Jovian. The venerable 
figure of Athanafius, his calm courage, and in- 
fmuating eloquence , fuftained the reputation 
which he had already acquired in the courts of 
four fuccefifive princes s . As foon as he had 
gained the confidence , and fecured the faith , of 
,the Chriftian emperor, he returned in triumph 
to his diocefe , and continued, with mature coun- 
fels , and undiminifhed vigour, to direct, ten 
years longer * , the ecclefiaftical government of 
Alexandria, Egypt, and the Catholic church. 
Before his departure from Antioch , he affured 
Jovian that his orthodox devotion would be re- 
warded with a long and peaceful reign. Athanafius 
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had reafon to hope , that he fliould be allowed 
either the merit of a l'uccefsful prediction, or the 
excufe of a grateful , though in effectual , prayer 7 . 

The fiighteft force, when it is applied to aflid 
and guide the natural defeent of its object, ope- 
rates with irrefidible weight ; and Jovian had the 
good fortune to embrace the religious opinions 
which were fupported by the fpirit of the times, 
and the zeal and numbers of the molt powerful 
fed \ Under his reign, Chriftianity obtained 
an eafy and lading vidory ; and as Toon as the 
fmile of royal patronage was withdrawn , the ge- 
nius of paganifm, which had been fondly raifed 
and cherilhed by the arts of Julian , funk irre- 
coverably in the dud. In many cities, the temples 
were flmt or deferted ; the philof phers, who had 
abufed their trandent favour, thought it prudent 
to Oiave their beards, and difguife. their profef- 
fion; and the Chridians rejoiced, that they were 
now in a condition to forgive , or to revenge , the 
injuries which they had differed under the pre- 
ceding reign \ The condernation of the Pagan 
world was difpelled by a wife and gracious edied 
of toleration; in which Jovian explicitly declar- 
ed, that although he fliould feverely punilh the 
Sacrilegious rites of magic , his fubjects might 
exercife , with freedom and fafety , the ceremonies 
of the ancient worlhip. The memory of this 
law has been preferved by the orator Themidius, 
who was deputed by the fenate of Condantinople 
to exprefs their loyal devotion for the new empe- 
ror. 'Ihenaiftius expatiates on the clemency of 
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the Divine Nature , the facility of human error chap. 
the rights of confcience , and the independence of xxv. 
the mind; and, with fome eloquence, inculcates 
the principles of philofophical toleration ; whofe» 
aid Superllition herfelf, in the hour of her diftrefs ; 
is not alhamed to implore. He juftly obferves, 
that, in the recent changes, both religions had 
been alternately difgraced by the feeming acqui- 
fition of worthlefs profelytes, of thofe votaries 
of the reigning purple, who could pafs, without £ 

areafon, and without a blufli , from the church 
to the temple, and from the altars of Jupiter to 
the facred table of the Chriftians I0 . 

In the fpace of feven months, the Roman His pro. 
troops, who were now returned to Antioch, had * r *^ o f ™ m 
performed a march of fifteen hundred miles; in a. u. 3sj. 
which they had endured all the hardlhips of war, oaober ' 
of famine, and of climate. Notwithftanding 
their fervices , their fatigues , and the approach 
of winter, the timid and impatient Jovian al- 
lowed only , to the men and horfes , a refpite of 
fix weeks. The emperor could not fuftain the 
indifereet and malicious raillery of the people of 
Antioch ". He was impatient to pofiefs the 
palace of Conftantinople; and to prevent the 
ambition of fome competitor, who might oc- 
cupy the vaeant allegiance of Europe. But he 
foon received the grateful intelligence, that his 
authority was acknowledged from the Thracian 
Bofphorus to the Atlantic ocean. By the firft 
letters which he difpatched from the camp of 
Mefopotamia, he had delegated the military 
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command of Gaul and Ulyricum to Malarich , a 
brave and faithful officer of the nation of the 
Franks; and to his father-in-law, count Lucil- 
lian, who had formerly diftinguifhed his courage 
and condudl in the defence of Nifibis. Mala- 
rich had declined an office to which he thought 
liimfelf unequal; and Lucillian was maffacred 
at Rheims , in an accidental mutiny of the Bata- 
vian cohorts But the moderation of Jovinus , 
mafler-general of the cavalry , who forgave the 
intention of his difgrace , foon appealed the tu- 
mult, and confirmed the uncertain minds of the 
foldiers. The oath of fidelity was admiftiftered, 
and taken, with loyal acclamations; and the de- 
puties of the Weftern armies " faluted their new 
fovereign as he defeended from Mount Taurus 
to the city of Tyana, in Cappadocia. From 
Tyana he continued his hafty march to Ancyra, 
capital of the province of Galatia; where Jovian 
affirmed, with his infaptfon, the name and eh- 
figns of the confulfhip *\ Dadaftana ”, an ob- 
feure town , almoft at an equal diftance between 
Ancyra and Nice , was marked for the fatal 
term of his journey and his life. After indulging 
himfelf with a plentiful, perhaps an intemperate 
fupper , he retired to reft; and the next morn- 
ing the emperor Jovian was found dead in his 
bed. The caufe of this fudden death was vari- 
oudy underftood. By fome it was aferibed to the 
confequences of an indigeftion , occafioned either 
by the quantity of the wine , or the quality of 
the mufhrooms, which he had fwallowed in the 
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evening. According to others , he was fuffocated 
in his fleep by the vapour of charcoal ; which 
extracted from the walls of the apartment the 
unwholefome moifture of the frefh plaifter 
But the want of a regular enquiry into the death 
of a prince , whofe reign and perfon were foon 
forgotten , appears to have been the only circum- 
ftance which countenanced the malicious whifpers 
of poifon and domeftic guilt ,7 . The body of 
Jovian was fent to' Conftantinople, to be interred 
with his predeceflors; and the fad proceflion was 
met on the road by his wife Charito , the daugh- 
ter of count Lucillian; who ftill wept the recent 
death of her father , and was haftening to dry her 
tears in the embraces of an Imperial hufband. 
Her difappointment and grief were embittered 
by the anxiety of maternal tendernefs. Six weeks 
before the death of Jovian, his infant fon had 
been placed in the curule chair , adorned with 
the title of Nobiliffimus , and the vain entigns of 
the confulfhip. Unconfcious of his fortune, the 
royal youth , who , from his grandfather , affirmed 
the name ofVarronian, was reminded only by the 
jealoufy of the government , that he was the fon 
of an emperor. Sixteen years afterwards he was 
ftill alive , but he had already been deprived of 
an eye; and his afflicted mother expeded , every 
hour, that the innocent vidim would be tom 
from her arms, to appcafe , with his blood, the 
fufpicions of the reigning prince ". 

After the death of Jovian , the throne of the 
Roman world remained ten days ** without a 
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. matter. The minifters and generals ttill con- 
tinued to meet in council ; to exercife their re- 
fpeCtive functions; to maintain the public order; 
and peaceably to conduCt the army to the city of 
Nice , in Bithynia , which was chofen for the 
place of the election **. In a folemn afTembly 
of the civil and military powers of the empire, 
tjie diadem was again unanimoufly offered to the 
pnefedt Salluft. He enjoyed the glory of a fe- 
cond refufal ; and when the virtues of the father 
were alleged in favour of his fon, the prefect , 
with the firmnefs of a difinterefted patriot;, de- 
clared to the electors, that the feeble age of the 
one , and the unexperienced youth of the other, 
were equally incapable of the laborious duties of 
government. Several candidates were propofed : 
and, after weighing the objections of character 
or fituation, they were fuccellively rejected: but, 
as foon as the name of Valentinian was pronoun- 
ced , the merit of that officer united the fuffrages 
of the whole afTembly , and obtained the fincere 
approbation of Salluft himfelf. Valentinian *' was 
the fon of count Gratian , a native of Cibalis , 
in Pannonia , who, from an obfeure condition, 
had raifed himfelf, by matchlefs ftrength and 
dexterity , to the military commands of Africa 
and Britain; from which he retired, with an am- 
ple fortune and fufpicious integrity. The rank 
and fervices of Gratian contributed , however , to 
fmooth the firft Heps of the promotion of his 
fon ; and afforded him an early opportunity of 
difplaying thofe folid and ufeful qualifications. 
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which raifed his character above the ordinary chap. 
level of his fellow-foldiers. The perfon of Va- xxv. 
lentinian was tall , graceful , and majeftic. His 
manly countenance , deeply marked with the 
impreffion of fenfe and fpirit, infpired his friends 
with awe, and his enemies with fear: and, to 
fecond the efforts of his undaunted courage , the 
fon of Grati%p had inherited the advantages of 
a ftrong and healthy conftitution. By the habits 
of chaftity and temperance , which reftrain the 
appetites , and invigorate the faculties , Valen- 
tinian preferved his own, and the public, efteem. 

The avocations of a military life had diverted 
his youth from the elegant purfuits of literature ; 
he was ignorant of the Greek language, and the 
arts of rhetoric ; but as the mind of the orator 
was never difconcerted by timid perplexity, he 
was able, as often as the occafion prompted him, 
to deliver his decided fentiments with bold and 
ready elocution. The laws of martial difcipline 
were the only laws that he had ftudied ; and he 
was foon diftinguifhed by the laborious diligence, 
and inflexible feverity, with which he difcharged 
and inforced the duties of the camp. In the 
time of Julian he provoked the danger of dif- 
grace., by the contempt which he publicly ex- 
prefled for the reigning religion 11 ; and it fhould 
feem , from his fubfequent condudt, that the in- 
difcreet and unfeafonable freedom of Valentinian 
was the effetfl of military fpirit , rather than of 
Chriftian zeal. He was pardoned , however , and 
ftill employed by a prince who efteemed his 
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merit .** : and in the various events of the Perfian 
•war, he improved the reputation which he had 
already acquired on the banks of the Rhine. 

The celerity and fuccefs with which he executed 
an important commiflion , recommended him to 
the favour of Jovian ; and to the honourable 
command of the fecond fchool , or company , of 
Targetteers , of the domertic guards. In the 
march from Antioch , he had reached his quarters 
at Ancy ra, when he was unexpectedly fummoned , 
without guilt , and without intrigue , to affume , 
in the forty-third year of his age, the abfolute 
government of the Roman empire. 

The invitation of the minifters and generals 
at Nice was of little moment, unlefs it were coq- , 

firmed by the voice of the army. The aged ( 

Salluft, who had long obferved the irregular 
fluctuations of popular alfemblies , propofed , un- 
der pain of death , that none of thofe perfons , 
whofe rank in the fervice might excite a party in 
their favour, Ihould appear in pfliblic, on the day 
of the inauguration. Yet fuch was the preva- 
lence of ancient fuperflition , that a whole day 
was voluntarily added to this dangerous inter- 
val , becaufe it happened to be the intercalation 
of the Biflextile *\ At length , when the hour 
was fuppofed to be propitious , Valentinian fliew- 
ed himfelf from a lofty tribunal : the judicious 
choice was applauded; and the new prince was 
folemnly inverted with the diadem and the pur- 
ple, amidft the acclamations of the troops , who 
were difpofed in martial order round the tribunal. 
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But when he dretched forth his hand to addrefs chap. 
the armed multitude , a bufy whifper was acci- xxv. 
dentally Parted in the ranks, and infenfibly fwell- 
ed into a loud and imperious clamour, that he 
fhould name, without delay, a colleague in the 
empire. The intrepid calmnefs of Valentinian 
obtained filence , and commanded refpedl : and 
he thus addrefTed the alfembly; “ A few mi- 
“ nutes fmce , it -was in your power, fellow -fol- 
“ diers , to . have left me in the obfcurity of a 
u private dation. Judging, from the tedimony 
“ of my part life, that I deferved to reign , you 
“ have placed me on the throne. It is now my 
“ duty to confult the fafety and intered of the 
“ republic. The weight of the univerfe is un- • 

“ doubtedly too great for the hands of a feeble 
ct mortal. I am confcious of the limits of my 
<c abilities, and the uncertainty of my life: and 
“ far from declining, I am anxious to folicit, 

“ the aflidance of a worthy colleague. But , 

{c where difcord .may be fatal , the choice of a 
<c faithful friend requires mature and ferious deli- 
ct beration. That deliberation fhall be my care. 

“ Let your conduct be dutiful and confident. 

“ Retire to your quarters ; refrefli your minds 
cc and bodies ; and^ expedt the accudomed do- 
“* native on the accedion of a new emperor **. ” 

The adoniflied troops, with a mixture of pride, 
of fatisfadtion , and of terror , confeffed the voice 
of their mader. Their angry clamours fubfided into 
filent reverence ; and Valentinian , encompaffed 
with the eagles of the legions, and the various 
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banners of the cavalry and infantry, was con- 
duced, in warlike pomp, to the palace of Nice. 
As he was fenfible , however; of the importance 
of preventing fome rafh declaration of the foldiers, 
he confulted the aflembly of the chiefs: and their 
real fentiments were concifely expreffed by the 
generous freedom of Dagalaiphus. “ Mod excel- 
lent prince, ” faid that officer, “ if you confidcr 
“ only your family, you have a brother; if you 
tc love the republic , look round for the moil 
<c deferving ot the Romans “. ” T he emperor, 
who fuppreifed his difpleafure , without altering 
his intention , flowly proceeded from Nice to 
Nicomedia and Conflantinople. In one of the 
fuburbs of that capital 17 , thirty days after his 
own elevation, he bellowed the title of Augultus 
on his brother Valens; and as the boldefl: patriots 
were convinced , that their oppofition , without 
being ferviceable to their country , would be 
fatal to themfelves, the declaration of his abfolute 
will was received with filent fubmiffion. Valens 
was now in the thirty-fixth year of his age? but 
his abilities had never been exercifed in any em- 
ployment , military or civil; and his charadter 
had not infpired the world with any fanguine 
expectations. He pofTefled, however, one quality, 
which recommended him to Valentinian , an’d 
preferved the domeftic peace of the empire ; a 
devout and grateful attachment to his benefaeftor, 
whofe fuperiority of genius, as well as of authority, 
Valens humbly and cheerfully acknowledged in 
every aCtion of his life 3 *. 

Before 
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Before Valentinian divided the provinces, he c n a r. 
reformed the ad mini fixation of the empire. All jcxv. 
ranks of fubjeds , who had been injured or Theiinat 
opprefied under the reign of Julian, were invited llivifio " 

rl . , the eaitcrn 

to iupport their public accufations. lhe filence a nJ wt»<rii 
of mankind attefted the fpotlefs integrity of the empires - 

• ' ~ j * A D. 

prefect Sallufl; ; and his own preffing folicita- j ’ 
tions , that he might be permitted to retire from 
the bufmefs of the Hate, were rejected by Valen- 
tinian with the molt honourable exprellions of 
friendlhip and efteem. But among the favourites 
of the late emperor, there were many who had 
abufed his credulity or fuperftition 5 and who 
could no longer hope to be protected either by 
favour or juftice J °. The greater part of the 
minifters of the palace, and the governors of the 
provinces , were removed from their refpedive 
ftations; yet the eminent merit of fome officers 
was diflinguilhed from the obnoxious crowd; and, 
notwithftanding the oppofite clamours of zeal and 
refentment, the whole proceedings of this delicate 
enquiry appear to have been concluded with a 
reafonable fiiare of wifdom and moderation 
The feflivity of a new reign received a fliort 
and fufpicious interruption , from the hidden 
illnefs of the two princes : but as foon as their 
health was reftored , they left Confhntinople in 
the beginning of the fpring. In the caftle or palace 
of Medina, only three miles from Naiffus, they 
executed the folemn and final divifion of the 
Roman empire Valentinian bellowed on his 
brother the rich pnefedure of the Eajl , from the 
Vol. IV. N 
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Lower Danube to the confines of Perfia ; whilft 
he referved for his immediate government the 
warlike prefectures of I yicum , Italy, and Gaul, 
from the extremity of Greece to the Caledonian 
rampart; and from the rampart of Caledonia, to 
the foot of Vlount Atlas The provincial adminif- 
tration remained on its former balls; but a double 
fupplv of generals and magiftrates was required 
for two councils, and two courts: the divifion 
was made with a juft regard to their pec uliar merit 
and fituation , and feven mafter-generals were foon 
created . either of the cavalry or infantry. When 
this important bufinefs had been amicably tranf- 
acfted , Valentinian and Valens embraced for the 
laft time. The emperor of the Weft eftablifhed his 
temporary refidence at [Milan; and the emperor 
of the haft returned to Gmftantinople . to airtime 
the dominion of fifty provinces, of whofe language 
he was totally ignorant ,l . 

The tranquillity of the Eaft was foon difturbed 
by rebellion; and the throne of Valens was threat- 
ened by the daring attempts of a rival, whofe 
affinity to the emperor Julian ,4 was his foie merit, 
and had been his only crime. Procopius had been 
haftily promoted from the obfeure ftation of a 
tribune, and a notary, to the joint command of 
the army of fMefopotamia ; the public opinion 
already named him as the fucceffor of a prince 
who was deftitute of natural heirs ; and a vain 
rumour was propagated by his friends , or his 
enemies, chat Julian, before the altar of the Moon, 
at Carrhae, had privately inverted Procopius with 
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the Imperial purple **. lie endeavoured, by his 
dutiful and fubmiftive behaviour, to difarm the 
jealoufy of Jovian ; refigned , without a conteft, 
his military command ; and retired, with his 
wife and family, to cultivate the ample patrimony 
which he pofTelTed in the province of Cappadocia, 
Thefe ufeful and innocent occupations were 
interrupted by the appearance of an officer, with 
a band of foldiers, who, in the name of his 
new fovereigns , Valentinian and Valens , was 
difpatched to condudt the unfortunate Procopius, 
either to a perpetual prifon, or an ignominious 
death. His prefence of mind procured him a longer* 
refpite , and a more fplendid fate. Without 
prefuming to difpute the royal mandate , he 
requeued the indulgence of a few moments , to 
embrace his weeping family ; and while the 
vigilance of his guards was relaxed by a plentiful 
entertainment, he dexteroully efcaped to the 
fea-coaft of the Euxine , from whence he paffed 
over to the country of Bofphorus. In that 
fequeftered region he remained many months , 
expofed to the hardfinps of exile, of folitude, and 
of want ; his melancholy temper brooding over 
his misfortunes, and his mind agitated by the juft 
apprehenfion, that, if any accident fliould difeover 
his name , the faithlcfs Barbarians would violate, 
without much fcruple , the laws of hofpitality. 
In a moment of impatience and defpair, Procopius 
embarked in a merchant vefTel , which made fail 
for Conftantiriople ; and boldly afpired to the 
rank of a fovereign, becaufe he was not allowed 
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c h A r. to enjoy the fecurity of a fubjedt. At firfl he 
XXV. lurked in the villages of Bithynia , continually 
changing his habitation, and his difgnife 5 *. By 
degrees he ventured into the capital, trufted his 
life and fortune to the fidelity of two friends, a 
fenator and an eunuch , and conceived fome 
hopes of fuccefs , from the intelligence which 
he obtained of the adtual ftate of public affairs. 
The body of the people was infected with a 
fpirit of difeontent : they regretted the juftice 

and the abilities of Sallult, who had been impru- 
dently difiniffed from the pnsefedture of the Haft. 
They defpifed the character of Valens , which 
was rude without vigour , and feeble without 
mildnefs. They dreaded the influence of his father- 
in-law , the Patrician Petronius , a cruel and 
rapacious minifter, who rigoroufly exacted all 
the arrears of tribute , that might remain unpaid 
fince the reign of the emperor' Aurelian. The 
circumftances were propitious to the defigns of 
an ufurper. The hoftile meafures of the Perfians 
required the prefence of Valens in Syria: from 
the Danube to the Euphrates the troops were 
in motion ; and the capital was occafionally 
filled with the foldiers who pafled, or repafled, 
the Thracian Bolphorus. Two cohorts of Gauls 
were perfuaded to liften to the fecret propofals of 
the confpirators ; which were recommended by the 
promife of a liberal donative; and, as they {fill 
revered the memory of Julian, they eafily confented , * 
to fupport the hereditary claim of his proferibed 
kinfman. At the dawn of day they were drawn 
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up near the baths of Anaflafia; and Procopius, 
clothed in a purple garment , more fuitable 
to a player than to a monarch , appeared , as if 
he rofe from the dead, in the midft of Conftan- 
tinople. The foldiers, who were prepared for his 
reception, faluted their trembling prince with 
fhouts of joy, and vows of iidelity. Their num- 
bers were foon increafed by a flurdy band of 
peafants , collected from the adjacent country; 
and Procopius, fhieldcd by the arms of his adhe- 
rents, was fuccellively condudted to the tribunal, 
the fenate , and the palace. During the firfl mo- 
ments of his tumultuous reign, he was afioniflied 
and terrified by tire gloomy filence of the / people; 
who were either ignorant of the caufe, or appre- 
henfive of the event. But his military flrength 
was fuperior to any adtual re fi fiance : the male- 
contents flocked to the flandard of rebellion ; the 
poor were excited by the hopes, and the rich were 
intimidated by the fear, of a general pillage; and 
the obflinate credulity of the multitude was once 
more deceived by the promifed advantages of a 
revolution. The magiftrates were feized ; the 
prifons and arfenals broke open; the gates, and the 
entrance of the harbour, were diligently occupied; 
and, in a few hours, Procopius became the ab- 
folute, though precarious, mailer of the Imperial 
city. The ufurper improved this unexpe&ed fuc- 
cefs with fome degree of courage and dexterity. 
He artfully propagated the rumours and opinions 
the moll favourable to his intereft; while he 
deluded the populace by giving audience to the 
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9 it a p, frequent , but imaginary , ambaffadors of diftant 
s^T, nations. I he large bodies of troops Rationed in 
the cities of Thrace, and the fortreffes of the 
Lower Danube , were gradually involved in the 
guilt of* rebellion : and the Gothic princes con- 
fented to fupply the fovereign of Conftantinople, 
with the formidable ftrength of feveral thoufand 
auxiliaries His generals parted the Bofphorus , 
and fubdued, without an effort, the unarmed, 
but wealthy , provinces of Bithynia and Afia. 
After an honourable defence, the city and ifland 
of Cyzicus yielded to his power; the renowned 
legions of the Jovians and Herculians embraced 
the caufe of the ufurper, whom they were order- 
ed to crufli ; and , as the veterans were continually 
augmented with new levies , he foon appeared at 
the head of an army , whofe valour , as well as 
numbers, were not unequal to the greatnefs of 
the conteft. The fon of Hormifdas 17 , a youth 
of fpirit and ability, condefccnded to draw his 
— fword againft the lawful emperor of the Haft; and 
the Perfian prince was immediately inverted with 
the ancient and extraordinary powers of a Roman 
Proconul. The alliance of Fauftina, the widow 
of the emperor Conftantius, who entrufted her- 
felf , and her daughter , to the hands of the 
ufurper , added dignity and reputation to his 
caufe. The princefs Conftantia, who was then, 
about five years of age accompanied, in a litter, 
the march of the army. She was {hewn to the 
multitude in the arms of her adopted lather ; 
and , as often as flie parted through the ranks , 
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the tcndernefs of the foldicrs was inflamed into c H a t. 
martial fury they recollected the glories of xxv. 
the houfc of Conllantine , and they declared , 
with loyal acclamation , that they would Ihed 
the Lift drop, of their blood in the defence of 
the royal infant 

In the mean while, Valentinian was alarmed His defeat 
and perplexed , by the doubtful intelligence of \ 0 _ 1SS- 
the revolt of the Eaft. The difficulties of a May as. 
German war forced him to coniine his immediate 
care to the fafety of his own dominions ; and, 
as every channel ol communication was ftopt or 
corrupted, he Aliened, with a doubtful anxiety, 
to the rumours which were indultrioully fpread; 
that the defeat and death of Valens had left 
Procopius foie mailer of the eaflcrn provinces. 

Valens was not dead: but, on the news of the 
rebellion , which he received at Caefarea , he 
bafely defpaired of his life and fortune; propofed 
to negociate with the ufurper, and difcovered his 
fecret inclination to abdicate the Imperial purple. 

The timid monarch was f^ved from difgrace and 
ruin by the firmnefs of his miniflers, and their 
abilities foon decided in his favour the event of 
the civil war. In a feafon of tranquillity , Salluft 
had refigned without a murmur , but as foon as 
the public fafety was attacked , he ambitioufly 
folicited the pre-eminence of toil and danger; and 
the refloration of that virtuous minifler to the 
pnefe&ure of the Eafl , was the firft Hep which 
indicated the repentance of Valens, and fitisfied 
the minds of the people. The reign of Procopius 
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0 H a p, was apparently fupported by powerful armies , 
xxv. and obedient provinces. But many of the princi- 
pal officers military as we|l as civil , had been 
urged, either, by motives of duty or intereft, to 
withdraw themi'elves from the guilty feene ; or to 
watch the moment of betraying, and deferring, 
the caiife of the ufurper. Lupicinus advanced by 
haffcy marches, to bring the legions of Syria to 
the aid of Valens. Arinthxus, who, in ftrength, 
beauty, and valour, excelled all the heroes of 
the age,, attacked with a fmall troop a fuperior 
body of the rebels. When he beheld the faces of 
the foldiers who had ferved under his banner, he 
commanded them, with a loud voice, to feize 
and deliver up their pretended leader, and fuch 
was the afeendant of his genius, that this extraor- 
dinary order was inftantly obeyed 4 ". Arbetio , 
a refpe&able veteran of the great Conflantine , 
who had been diftinguifhed by the honours of the 
confulfhip, was perfuaded to leave his retirement, 
and once more to conduit an army into the field. 
In the heat of aition, calmly taking off his helmet, 
he fhewed his grey hairs, and venerable counte- 
nance; fainted the foldiers of Procopius by the 
endearinsr names of children and companions, and 
exhorted them , no longer to fupport the defperate 
caufe of a contemptible tyrant; but to follow their 
old commander, who had fo often led them to 
honour and victory. In the two engagements of 
Thyatira 4 . 1 and Nacofia, the unfortunate Procopjus 
was deferred by his troops, who were feduced by 
the inftruction and example of their perfidious 
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officers. After wandering fome time among the chap. 
woods and mountains of Phrygia, he was betray- xxv. 
ed by his defponding followers , conducted to 
. the Imperial camp , and immediately beheaded. 

He fuffered the ordinary fate of an unfuccefsfui 
ufurper ; but the ads of cruelty which were ex- 
ercifed by the conqueror , under the forms of 
legal juftice , excited the pity and indignation of 
mankind 4t . 

Such indeed are the common and natural Severe i»- 
fruits of defpotifm and rebellion. But the in- 
quifition into the crime of magic, which, under crime of 
the reign of the two brothers , was fo rigoroufiy 
profecuted both at Rome and Antioch, was in- Antioch, 
-terpreted as the fatal fymptom, either of the dif- ^ C D ' 373 ' 
pleafure of heaven, or of the depravity of man- 
kind 4J . Let us not hefitate to indulge a liberal 
pride, that, in the prefent age, the enlightened 
part of Europe has abolifhed 44 a cruel and odious 
prejudice, which reigned in every climate of the 
globe, and adhered to every fyftem of religious 
opinions 4S . 1 he nations, and the feds, of the 

Roman world, admitted with equal credulity, 
and fimilar abhorrence , the reality of that infernal 
art 44 , which was able to controul the eternal 
order of the planets, and the voluntary opera- 
tions of the human mind. They dreaded the 
myfterious power of fpells and incantations, of 
potent herbs , and execrable rites ; which could 
extinguish or recall life, inflame the palfions of 
the foul , blaft the work^ of creation , and extort 
from the reludant daemons the fecrets of futurity. 
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chat. They believed, with the wildeft inconfiflency , 
xxv. that this preternatural dominion of the air, of 
earth , and of hell , was exercifed , from the vilell 
motives of malice or gain , by fome wrinkled 
hags, and itinerant forcerers , who palled their 
obfcure lives in penury and contempt 4 \ The 
arts of magic were equally condemned by the 
public opinion , and by the laws of Rome; but 
as they tended to gratify the moft imperious paf- 
fions of the heart of man, they were continually 
proferibed , and continually pradifed + \ An 
imaginary caufe is capable of producing the mod 
ferrous and mifehievous effedts. The dark pre- 
didions of the death of an emperor , or the fuc- 
cefs of a confpiracy, were calculated only to ILi- 
roulate the hopes of ambition, and to dilfolve the 
ties of fidelity ; and the intentional guilt of magic 
was aggravated by the adual crimes of treafon 
and facrilege + *. Such vain terrors difturbed 
the peace of fociety, and the happinefs of indi- 
viduals; and the harmlefs flame which infenfibly 
melted a waxen image, might derive a powerful 
and pernicious energy from the affrighted fancy 
of the perfon whom it was malicioufly defigned 
to reprefent ’*. From the infufion of thofe herbs, 
which were fuppofed to poflefs a fupernatural 
influence , it was an eafy ftep to the ufe of more 
fubflantial poifon ; and the folly of mankind 
fometimes became the inftrument, and the malk, 
of the mod atrocious crimes. As foon as the zeal 
of informers was encouraged by the minifters of 
j Valens and Valentinian, they could not refufe to 
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liften to another charge, too frequently mingled chap. 
in the fcenes of domeftic guilt; a charge of a fofter xxv. 
and lefs malignant nature for which the pious , 
though excellive , rigour of Con ftan tine had re- 
cently decreed the punifhment of death ”, This 
deadly and incoherent mixture of treafon and 
magic, of poifon and adultery, afforded infinite 
gradations of guilt and innocence , of excufe and 
aggravation , which in thefe proceedings appear 
to have been confounded by the angry or corrupt 
paflions of the judges. They eafily difcovered, 
that the degree of their induflry and difcernment 
was eftimated, by the Imperial court, according 
to the number of executions that were furnifhed 
from their refpedive tribunals. It was not without 
extreme reludancc that they pronounced a fentencc 
of acquittal ; but they eagerly admitted fuch evi- 
dence as was ftained with perjury, or procured 
by torture, to prove the moft improbable charges 
againft the moft refpedable characters. Theprogrefs 
of the inquiry continually opened new fubjeds 
of criminal profecution : the audacious informer , 
whofe falfehood was deteded , retired with im. 
punity ; but the wretched vidim , who difcovered 
his real, or pretended , accomplices, was feldom 
permitted to receive the price of his infamy. From 
the extremity of Italy and Afia, the young, and 
the aged, were dragged in chains Co the tribunals 
of Rome and Antioch. Senators, matrons, and 
philofophers , expired in ignominious and cruel 
tortures. The foldicrs , who were appointed to 
guard the prifons, declared, with a murmur of 
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pity and indignation, that their numbers were 
infufficient to oppofe the flight, or re (i dance , of 
the multitude of captives. The wealthieft families 
were ruined by Hues and confifcations ; the moil 
innocent citizens trembled for their fafety ; and 
we may form fome notion of the magnitude of 
the evil, from the extravagant aflertion of an 
ancient writer, that, in the obnoxious provinces, 
the prifoners , the exiles, and the fugitives, formed 
the greatefl part of the inhabitants 

W hen Tacitus defcribes the deaths of the innocent 
and illuftrious Romans , who were facrificed to 
the cruelty of the fir It Ctcfars , the art of the 
hiltorian, or the merit of the fufferers , excite in 
our breads the molt lively fenfations of terror, 
of admiration, and of pity. The coarfe and un* 
diftinguifhing pencil of Ammianus has delineated 
liis bloody figures with tedious and difgufling 
accuracy. But as our attention is no longer en- 
gaged by the contrail of freedom and fervitude, 
of recent greatnefs and of actual mifery , we 
fhould turn with horror from the frequent exe- 
cutions, which difgraced , both at Home and 
Antioch, the reign of the two brothers’ 1 . Valens 
was of a timid ,4 ; and Valentinian of a choleric, 
difpofition ”. An anxious regard to his perfonal 
fafety was the ruling principle of the adminiftration 
of Valens. In the condition of a fubject, he had 
killed , with trembling awe , the hand of the 
oppreffor : and when he afeended the throne, he 
reafonably expedted , that the fame fears , which 
had fubdued his own mind, would fecure the 
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patient fubmiflion of his people. The favourites c 
of Valens obtained, by the privilege of rapine 
• and confifcation , the wealth which his ceconomy 
would have refufed They urged, with perfua- 
five eloquence, that. , in all cafes of treafon , 
fufpicion is equivalent to proof; that the power, 
fuppofes the intention, of mifehief; that the inten- 
tion is not lefs criminal than the act ; and that 
a fubjed, no longer deferves to live, if his life 
may threaten the fafety , or difturb the repofe , of 
his fovereign. The judgment of Valentinian was 
fometimes deceived , and his confidence abufed ; 
but he would have filenced the informers with 
a contemptuous fmile , had they prefumed to 
alarm his fortitude by the found of danger. They 
praifed his inflexible love of juftice; and in the 
purfuit of juftice, the emperor was eafily tempted . 
to confider clemency as a weaknefs, and paflion 
as a virtue. As long as he wreftled with his equals, 
in the bold competition of an active and ambitious 
life, Valentinian was feldom injured, and never/ 
infulted, \^ith impunity ; if his prudence was 
arraigned", his fpirit was applauded ; and the 
proudeft and moft powerful generals were appre- 
henfive of provoking the refentment of a fearlefs 
foldier. After he became matter of the world , he 
unfortunately forgot, that where no refiftance can 
be made, no courage can be exerted; and inftead 
of confulting the didates of reafon and magna- 
nimity, he indulged the furious emotions of his 
temper , at a time when they were difgraceful to 
himfelf, and fatal to the defencelefs objeds of his 
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ciiap. difpleafure. In the government of his houfehold , , 
xxv. or of his empire , flight , or even imaginary , 
offences, a hady word, a cafual omiflion , an. 
involuntary delay, were chaflifed by a fentence * 
of immediate death. The exjareffions which iffued 
the mod readily from the mouth of the emperor 
of the Wed were, “Strike off his head; ’ “ burn 
“ him alive; ” “let him be beaten with clubs till 
“ he expires tr ; ” and his mod favoured miniders 
foon underdood , that , by a rafh attempt , to 
difpute, or fufpend, the execution of his fanguin- 
ary commands , they might involve themfelves in 
the guilt and punifliment of difobedience. The 
' repeated gratification of this favage judice hardened 
the mind of Valentinian againd pity and remorfe; 
and the Tallies of pallion were confirmed by the 
habits of cruelty He could behold with calm 
fatisfadion the convulfive agonies of torture and 
death: he referved his friendfliip for thofe faithful 
fervants whofe temper was the mod congenial to 
his own. The merit of IVlaximin , who had 
flaughtered the nobled families of jlome , was 
rewarded with the royal approbation , ' and the 
pnefedure of Gaul. Two fierce and enormous 
bears, didinguifhed by the appellations of Innocence 
and Mica Anrca, could alone deferye to fliare the 
favour of Maximin. The cages of thofe trudy ' 
guards were always placed near the bed-chamber 
of Valentinian , who frequently amufed his eyes 
with the grateful fpedacle of feeing them tear and 
devour the bleeding limbs of the malefadors, who 
were abandoned to their rage. Their diet and 
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cxercifes were carefully infpedted by the Roman 
emperor ; and when Innocncc had earned her 
difcharge, by a long courfe of meritorious fervice, 
the faithful animal was again reftored to the 
freedom of her native woods **. 

But in the calmer moments of reflection , when 
the mind of Valens was not agitated by fear, or 
that of Valentinian by rage, the tyrant refumed 
the fentiments, or at leaft the conduct, of the 
father of his country. The difpaflionate judgment 
of the Weftern emperor could clearly perceive , 
and accurately purfue , his own and the public 
intereft; and the fovereign of the Eafl , who imi- 
tated with equal docility the various examples 
which he received from his elder brother , was 
fometimes guided by the wifdom and virtue of the 
prscfedt Salluft. Both princes invariably retained, 
in the purple, the chafte and temperate fimplicity 
which had adorned their private life ; and , under 
their reign , the pleafures of the court never coft: 
the people a blulh or a figh. They gradually- 
reformed many of the abufes of the times of 
Conftantius; judicioufly adopted and improved 
the defigns of Julian and Ijfc fucceffor ; and 
difplayed a ftyle and fpirit of legiflation which 
might infpire pofterity with the mod favourable 
opinion of their character and government. It is 
not from the mafter of Innocence , that we fhould 
expert the tender regard for the welfare of his 
fubje&s, which prompted Valentinian to condemn 
the expofition of new-born infants ** ; and to 
eftablifh fourteen fltilful phyficians , with ftipends 
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c h a p. and privileges , in the fourteen quarters of Rome, 
xxv. The good fenfc of an illiterate foldier founded 
an ufeful and liberal inftitution for the education 
of youth, and the fupport of declining fcience 
It was his intention , that the arts of rhetoric 
and grammar fhould be taught , jn the Greek 
and Latin languages, in the metropolis of every 
province; and as the fize and dignity of the 
fchool was ufually proportioned to the importance 
of the city, the academies of Rome and Conftan- 
tinople claimed a juft and -Angular pre-eminence. 
The fragments of the literary cdids of Valentinian 
imperfectly reprefent the fchool of Conftantinople, 
which was gradually improved by fubfequent 
regulations. That fchool confifted of thirty-one 
profeffors in different branches of learning. One 
philofopher , and two lawyers ; five fophifts, 
and ten grammarians for the Greek, and three 
. orators, and ten grammarians for the Latin, 
tongue; befides feven fcribes, or, as they were 
then ftyled, antiquarians, whofe laborious pens 
fupplied the public library with fair and corred 
copies of the claftic writers. The rule of conduct, 
which was prefdsdaed to the ftudents, is the more 
curious, as it affords the firft outlines of the form 
and difcipline of a modern univerfity. It was 
required , that they fhould bring proper certifi- 
cates from the magiftrates of their native province. 
Their names, profeftions, and places of abode, 
were regularly entered in a public regifter. The 
ftudious youth were feverely prohibited from 
Wafting their time in feafts , or in the theatre* 

and <• 
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and the term of their education was limited to the 
age of twenty^. The praffedt of the city was 
empowered to chaftife the idle and refradtory, by 
ftripes or expulfion ; and he was direded to make 
an annual report to the mailer of the offices, that 
the knowledge and abilities of the fcholars might 
be ufefuily applied to the public fervice. The 
inftitutions of Valentinian contributed to fecure 
the benefits of peace and plenty : and the cities 
were guarded by the eftablifhment of the Defen . 
fon ** } freely eleded as the tribunes and advo- 
cates of the people, to fupport their rights, and 
to expofe their grievances , before the tribunals of 
the civil magiftrates , or even at the foot of the 
Imperial throne. The finances were diligently 
adminiftered by two princes, who had been fo 
long accuftomed to the rigid oeconomy of a private 
fortune •, but in the receipt and application of the 
revenue, a difeerning eye might obferve fome 
difference between the government of the Eafl and 
of the Weft. Valens was perfuaded, that royal 
liberality can be fupplied only by public oppreffion, 
and his ambition never afpired to fecure , by their 
adual diftrefs, the future ftrength and profperity 
of his people. Inftead of increafmg the weight of 
taxes, which, in the fpace of forty years, had 
been gradually doubled , he reduced , in the firft 
years of his reign, one fourth of the tribute of the 
Eaft **. Valentinian appears to have been lefs 
attentive and lefs anxious to relieve the burthens 
of his people. He might reform the abufes of the 
fifeal admin iftration ; but he exadted, without 
Vol. IV. O 
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fcruple, a very large fhare of the private property ; 
as he was convinced, that the revenues which 
fupported the luxury of individftals . would be 
much more advantageoufly employed for the de- 
fence and improvement of the ftate. The fubjeds 
of the haft, who enjoyed the prefent benefit, 
applauded the indulgence of their prince. The 
folid, but lefs fplendid, merit of Valentinian 
was felt and acknowledged by the fubfequent 
generation *\ 

But the moft honourable circumftance of the 
character of Valentinian , is the firm and temperate 
impartiality which he uniformly preferved in an 
age of religious contention. His ftrong fenfe , unen- 
lightened , but uncorrupted , by ftudy, declined, 
with refpedful indifference, the fubtle queftions 
of theological debate. The government of the 
lia~th claimed his vigilance, and fatisfied his 
ambition; and while he remembered, that he was 
the difciple of the church , he never forgot that 
he was the fovereign of the clergy,. Under the 
reign of an apoftate, he had fignalized his zeal 
for the honour of Chriftianity: he allowed to his 
fubjeds the privilege which he had affumed for 
himfelf; and they might accept, with gratitude 
and confidence, the general toleration which 
was granted by a prince, addided to paffion , but 
incapable of fear or of difguife 1 he Pagans, 
the Jews , and all the various feds which acknow- 
ledged the divine authority of Chrift, were pro- 
teded by the laws from arbitrary power or popular 
infult; nor was any mode of worlhip prohibited 




Digitized by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. atr 

by Valentinian, except thofe fecret and criminal 
practices , which abufed the name of reMgion for 
the dark purpofes of vice and diforder. The art 
of magic, as it was more cruelly punifhed , was 
more briefly proferibed; but the emperor admitted 
a formal diftindion to protect the ancient methods 
of divination, which were approved by thefenate, 
and exercifed by the Tufcan harufpices. He had 
condemned, with the content of the in oft rational 
Pagans, the licence of nocturnal faerificcs; but 
he immediately admitted the petition of Praetextatus, 
proconful of Achaia, who reprefented, that the 
life of the Greeks would become dreamy and com- 
forth' fs , if they were deprived of the. invaluable 
blefling of the Eleufinian mylteries. Philofophy 
alone can boaft (and perhaps it is 'no more than 
the boalt of philofophy), that her gentle hand is 
able to eradicate from the human mind the latent 
and deadly principle of fanaticifm. But this truce 
of twelve years , which was enforced by the wife 
and vigorous government of Valentinian , by 
fufpending the repetition of mutual injuries, con- 
tributed to foften the manners , and abate the 
prejudices, of the religious factions. 

The friend of toleration was unfortunately 
placed at a diftance from the feene of the fierceft 
controverfies. As foon as the Chriftians of* the 
Weft had extricated themfelves from the fuares 
of the creed of Rimini, they happily relapfed into 
the flumbcr of orthodoxy; and the fmall remains 
pf the Arian party, that ftill fublifted at Sirmium 
Or Milan, might be conftdered, rather as obje&s 
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chap, of contempt than of refentment. But in the 
xxv. provinces of the Eaft, from the Euxinc to the , 
extremity of Thebais, the ftrength and numbers 
of the hoftile fad ions were more equally balanced; 
and this equality, inftead of recommending the 
counfels of peace, ferved only to perpetuate the 
horrors of religious war \ he monks and bifliops 
fupported their arguments by invedives; and their 
invedives were fometimes followed by blows. 
Athanafius Rill reigned at Alexandria; the thrones 
of Conftantinople and Antioch were ocfcupied by 
. Arian prelates, and every epifcopal vacancy was 
the occafion of a popular tumult. TheHomooufians 
were fortified by the reconciliation of fifty -nine 
Macedonian , or Semi - Arian , bifliops; but their 
fecret reludance to embrace the divinity of the 
HolyGhoft, clouded the fplendour of the triumph: 
and the declaration of Valens, who, in the firft 
years of his reign , had imitated the impartial 
condud of his brother, was an important vidory 
on the fide of Arianifm. The two brothers had 
pafled their private life in the condition of ca- 
techumens ; but' the piety of Valens prompted him 
to folicit the facrament of baptifm , before he ex- 
pofed his perfon to the dangers of a Gothic war. 
He. naturally addreflied himfelf to Eudoxus 
bifhop of the Imperial city; and if the ignorant 
monarch was inftruded by that Arian paftor in 
the principles of heterodox theology , his mis- 
fortune, rather than bis guilt, was the inevitable 
confequence of his erroneous choice. Whatever 
had been the determination of the emperor, he 
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mud have offended a numerous party of his 
Chriftian fubjects ; as the leaders both of the 
Homooufians and of the Allans believed, that, 
if they were not fuffered to reign, they were mod 
cruelly injured and oppreffed. After he had taken 
this decifive ftep, it was extremely difficult for 
him to preferve either the virtue . or the reputa- 
tion, of impartiality. He never afpired, like 
Conftantius, ty the fame of a profound theologian; 
but, as he had received with fimplicity and refpedl 
the tenets of Eudoxus, Valens refigned his con- 
fidence to the direction of his ecclefiaftical guides, 
and promoted, by the influence of his autho- 
rity, the re - union of the A’hnnafian heretics 
to the body of the catholic church. At firfl, he 
pitied their blindnefs; by degrees he was provoked 
at their obftinacy; and he infenfibly hated thofe 
fedtaries to whom he was an objedt of hatred * 7 , 
The feeble mind of Valens was always fwayed 
by the perfons with whom he familiarly converfed; 
and the exile or imprifonment of a private citizen 
are the favours the moll readily granted in a 
defpotic court. Such punifhments were frequently 
inflidled on the leaders of the Homooufian party ; 
and the misfortune of fourfcore ecclefiaflics of 
ConRantinople , who. perhaps accidentally , were 
burnt on fhipboard , was imputed to the cruel 
and premeditated malice of the emperor, and his 
Arian miniftcrs. In every conteft, the catholics 
(if we may anticipate that name) were obliged 
to pay the penalty of their own faults, and of 
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thofe of tliejr adverfaries. In every eledlion, the 
claims of the Arian candidate obtaineef the pre- 
ference ; and if they were oppofed by the majority 
of the people, hp was ufually fupported by the 
authority of the civil magiflrate , or even by the 
terrors of a military force The enemies of Atha- 
jiaflus attempted to diflurb the lafl years of his 
venerable age; and his temporary retrsat to his 
father’s fepulchre has been celelffated as a fifth 
exile. But the zeal of a great people, who in- 
flantly flew to arms, intimidated the prxfedl; 
and the archbifliop was permitted to end his life 
in peace and in glory , after a reign of forty-feven 
years. The death of Athanafius was the fignal 
of the perfecution of Egypt; and the Pagan miniller 
of Valens, who forcibly feated the worthlefs 
Lucius on the archiepifcopal throne, purchafed 
the favour of the reigning party by the blood and 
fufferings of their Chriftian brethren. The free 
toleration of the heathen and Jewilh worlhip was 
bitterly lamented , as a circumflance which ag- 
gravated the mifery of the catholics , and the guilt 
of the impious tyrant of the Eaft“, 

The triumph of the orthodox party has left a 
deep ftain of perfecution on the memory of Valens; 
and the character of a prince who derived his 
virtues, as well as his vices, from a feeble under- 
standing, and a pufillanimons temper, fcarcely 
deferves the labour of an apology. Yet candour 
piay difeover fome reafons to fufpedt that the 
pcclefiaftical miniflers of Valens often exceeded 
the orders , or even the intentions , of their mailer ; 
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and that the real meafure of fads has been very c 
liberally magnified by the vehement declamation 
and eafy credulity of his antagonifts 1. The 
filence of Valentinian may fuggeft a probable 
argument, that the partial feverities , which were 
exercifed in the name and provinces of his col- 
league, amounted only to fome obfcure and incon- 
fiderable deviations from the eftablifhed fyftem of 
religious toleration: and the judicious hiftorian, 
who has prailed the equal temper of the elder 
brother, has not thought himfelf obliged to. con- 
trail the tranquillity of the Weft with the cruel 
perfecution of the Eaft 70 . 2. Whatever credit* 

may be allowed to vague and diftant reports 
the charadter , or at lead the behaviour, of Va* 
lens may be moft diftindlly feen in his perfonal 
tranfadions with the eloquent Bafil, archbifhop 
of Caefarea , who had fucceeded Athanafius in 
the management of the Trinitarian caufe 71 . The 
circumftantial narrative has been compofed by the 
friends and admirers of Bafil; and as foon as we 
have ftripped away a thick coat of rhetoric and 
miracle, we fliall be aftonifhed by the unexpected, 
mildnefs of the Arian tyrant , who admired the 
firmnefs of his charadcr , or was apprehenfive , 
if he employed violence , of a general revolt in 
the province of Cappadocia. The archbifhop , 
who afferted , with inflexible pride 71 , the truth 
of his opinions, and the dignity of his rank, was 
left in the free pofleflion of his confcience , and 
his throne. The emperor devoutly aflilted at the 
folemn fervice of the cathedral; and, in dead ot a 
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fentence of banishment, fubfcribed the donation 
of a valuable eftate for the ufe of an hofpital , 
which Bafil had lately founded in the neighbour- 
hood of Cttfarea 7> . 3. I am not able to difcover, 
that any law ( fuch as Theodoftus afterwards 
enaded againft the Arians ) was publilhed by 
Valens againft the Athanafian fedaries ; and the 
edid which excited the moft violent clamours , 
may not appear fo extremely reprehenfible. The 
emperor had obferved, that feveral of his fubjeds, 
gratifying their lazy difpofition under the pretence 
of religion , had alfociated themfelves with the 
monks of Egypt;* and he direded the count of 
the Eaft to drag them from their folitude: and to 
compel thofe deferters of fociety to accept the fair 
alternative, of renouncing their temporal poffef- 
fions , or of difcharging the phblic duties of men 
and citizens 7+ . The tninifters of Valens feem to 
have extended the fenfe of this penal ftatute, 
fince they claimed a right of enlifting the young 
and able bodied monks. in the Imperial armies. A 
detachment of cavalry and infantry, con filling of 
three thousand men , marched from Alexandria 
into the adjacent defert of Nitria 75 , which was 
peopled by five thoufand monks. The foldiers 
were conduded by Arian priefts; and it is re- 
ported , that a confiderable (laughter was made 
in the monalteries which difobeyed the con*mands 
of their fovereign 7 ‘. 

The ftrid regulations which had been framed 
by the wifdom of modern legifiators to reftrain the 
wealth and avarice of ihe clergy , may be originally 
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deduced from the example of the emperor 
Valentinian. His edidt 77 addrelfed to Damafus* 
r biffiop of Rome, was publicly read in the church- 
es of the city. He admonilhed the ecclefiaftics 
and monks not to frequent the houfes of widows 
and virgins; and menaced their difobedience with 
the animadverfion of the civil judge. The diredtor 
was no longer permitted to receive any gift , or lega- 
cy, or inheritance, from the liberality of hisfpiritual 
daughter: every teftamcnt contrary to this edidt 
was declared null and void; and the illegal dona- 
tion was confifcated for the ufe of the treafury. 
By a fubfequent regulation, it Ihould feem, that 
the fame provifions were extended to nuns and 
bifhops ; and that aH perfons of the ecclefiaftical 
order were rendered incapable of receiving any 
teilamentary gifts, and ftridtly confined to the 
natural and legal rights of inheritance. As the 
guardian of domeftic happinefs and virtue , Va- 
lentinian applied this fevere remedy to the growing 
evil. In the capital of the empire, the females of 
noble and opulent houfes polfelfed a very ample 
fhare of independent, property : and many of thofe 
devout females had embraced the dodtrines of 
Chriftianity , not only with the cold allien t of the 
, underffanding , but with the warmth of affedtion, 
and perhaps with the eagernefs of fafhion. They 
facrificed the pleafures of drefs and luxury; and 
renounced, for the praife of chaftity , the foft 
endearments of conjugal fociety. Some ecclefiaftic, 
of real or apparent fandtity, was chofen to dij*edt 
their timorous confcience, and to amufe the vacant 
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chap, tendernefs of their heart : and the unbounded 
xxv. confidence, which they hadily beflowed, was 

often abofed by knaves and enthufiads , who • 
badened from the extremities of the Ead, to 
enjoy, on a fplendid theatre, the privileges of the 
monadic profeflion. By their contempt of the 
world , they infenfibly acquired its moft defirable 
advantages; the lively attachment, perhaps, of a 
young and beautiful woman , the delicate plenty 
of an opulent houfehold, and the refpeCtful ho* 
mage of the Haves, the freedmen, and the clients 
of a fenatorial family. The immenfe fortunes of 
the Roman ladies were gradually confumed, in 
lavifli alms and expenfive pilgrimages; and the 
artful monk, who had afligned himfelf the fird, 
or poflibly the foie place, in the tedament of his 
fpiritual daughter, dill prefumed to declare, with 
the fmooth face of hypocrify , that he was only 
the indrument of charity, and the deward of the 
poor. The lucrative, but difgraceful, trade 7 *, 
which was exercifed by the clergy to defraud the 
expectations of the natural heirs , had provoked 
* the indignation of a fuperditious age: and two. 

of the mod refpeCtable of the Latin fathers very 
bonedly confefs , that the ignominious edict of 
Valentinian was juft and neceflTary ; and that the 
Chriftian priefts had deferved to lofe a privilege, 
which was dill enjoyed by comedians , charioteers, 
and the miniders of idols. But the wifdom and 
authority of the legidator are feldom victorious 
in a conted with the vigilant dexterity of private 
intered; and Jerom, or Ambrofe, might patiently 
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acquiefce in the juftice of an ineffedhial or falu- 
tary law. If the ecclefiaftics were checked in the 
purfuit of perfonal emolument, they would exert 
a more laudable induftry to jncreafe the wealth of 
the church ; and dignify their covetoufnefs with 
the fpecious names of piety and patriotifm 7 *. 

Damafus, bifliop of Rome, who was conflrain- 
ed to fligmatize the avarice of his clergy by the 
publication of the law of Valentiriian , had the 
good fenfe , or the good fortune, to engage in his 
fcrvice the zeal and abilities of the learned Je- 
rom ; and the grateful faint has celebrated the 
merit and purity of a very ambiguous charader*\ 
But the fplcndid vices of the Church of Rome , 
under the reign of Valentinian and Damafus, 
have been curioufly obferved by the hiftorian 
Ammianus, who delivers his impartial fenfe in 
thefe expreflive words: “ The praefedure of 

“ Juventius was _ accompanied with peace and 
“ plenty : but the tranquillity of his government 
“ was foon difturbed by a bloody fedition of the 
“ diftraded people. The ardour of Damafus 
“ and Urfinus , to feize the epifcopal feat, fur- 
“ paffed the ordinary -meafure of human ambi- 
“ tion. They contended with the rage of party; 
“ the quarrel was maintained by the wounds and 
* c death of their followers; and the praefed, un- 
“ able to refift or to appeafe the tumult , was 
“ ( onftrained , by fuperior violence , to retire 
fl into the fuburbs. Damafus prevailed : the well- 
tc difputcd vidory remained on the fide of his 
fadionj; one hundred and thirty -feven dead 
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r. c ‘ bodies 11 were found in the B pica of Sicini- 
“ nus ", where the Chriftians hold their reli- 
“ gious afTemblies; and it was long before the 
“ angry minds of the people refumed their ac- 
“ cuftomed tranquillity. When I confidcr the 
“ fplendour of the capital, I am not aftonifhed 
“ that fo valuable a prize fliould inflame the de- 
“ fires of ambitious men, and produce the fierceft 
<c and moll obftinate contefls The fuccefsful 
“ candidate is fecure, that he will be enriched 
c ‘ by the offerings of matrons *’ ; that , as foon 
tc as his drefs is compofed with becoming care 
<c and elegance, he may proceed, in his chariot, 
ft through the ftreets of Rome”; and, that the 
“ fumptuoufnefs of the Imperial table will not 
“ equal the profufe and delicate "entertainments 
tc provided by the tafte, and at thecxpence, of 
<c the Roman pontiffs. How much more ration- 
M ally, continues the honeft Pagan, would thofe 
<c pontiffs confult their true happinefs, if, inftead 
cc of alleging the greatnefs of the city as an ex- 
K cufe for their manners, they would imitate the 
t{ exemplary life of fome provincial bifliops, 
whofe temperance and fobriety, whofe mean 
apparel and downcaft looks , recommended their 
<c pure and modefl, virtue to the Deity, and his 
<l true worlhippers *\ ” The fchifm of Damafus 
and Urfinus was extinguiflied by the exile of the 
latter ; and the wifdom of the praefedk Pnetex- 
tatus ” reflored the tranquillity of the city. Prae- 
textatus was a philofophic Pagan , a man of 
learning, of tafte, and politenefs; who difguifed 
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a reproach in the form of a jeft, when he affured char 

Damafus , that if he could obtain the bifliopric xxv. 

of Rome, he himfelf would immediately embrace & 

the Chriffian religion * 7 . This lively pidure of 

the wealth and luxury of the popes in the fourth 

century, becomes the more curious , as it repre- 

fents the intermediate degree, between the humble 

poverty of the apoflolic filherman , and the royal # 

ftate of a temporal prince , whofe dominions 

extend from the confines of Naples to the banks 

of the Po. 

m 

When the fuffrage of the generals and of the Forc te* 
army committed the feeptre of the Roman empire '" iTS ‘ 
to the hands of Valentinian, his reputation in 
arms, his military {kill and experience, and his 
rigid attachment to the forms, as well a*s fpirit, 
of ancient difciplitie, were the principal motives 
of their judicious choice. The eagernefs of the 
troops who prefied him to nominate his col- 
league , was juftified by the dangerous fituation 
of public affairs ; and Valentinian himfelf was 
confcious , that the abilities of the mod adive 
mind were unequal to the defence of the diftant 
frontiers of an invaded monarchy. As.foon as 
the death of Julian had relieved the Barbarians 
from the terror of his name, the moft fanguine 
hopes of rapine and conqueft excited the nations 
of the Eaft , of the North , and of the South. 

Their inroads were often vexatious , and fome- a. d. 
times formidable ; but , during the twelve years 354 37b 
of the reign of Valentinian , his firmnefs and 
vigilance protected his own dominions; and his 
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u n a p. powerful genius feemed to infpire and dired the 
xxv. feeble counfels of his brother. Perhaps the method 
of annals would more forcibly exprefs the urgent 
and divided cares of the two emperors; but the 
attention of the reader, likewife, would bediRradled 
by a tedious and defultory narrative. A feparate 
view of the live great theatres of war: I. Germany; 

• II. Britain; III. Africa ; IV. The EaR; and , V. The 
Danube; will imprefs a more diflind image of the 
military Rate of the empire under the reigns of 
Valentinian and Valens. 

1. The ambaffadors of the Alemanni had been 
offended by the harfli and haughty behaviour of 
Urfacius, maRer of the offices M ; who, by an ad 
vade Gaul, Q f unfeafonable parfimony , had diminilhed the 
value, as well as the quantity, of the prefents, to 
which they were entitled , either from cuRom or 
treaty, on the accelfion of a new emperor. They 
exprefied, and they communicated to their coun- 
trymen, their Rrong fenfe of the national affront. 
The irafcible minds of the chiefs were exafperated 
by the fufpicion of contempt ; and the martial 
youth crowded to their Randard. Before Valertti- 
nian could pafs the Alps, the villages of Gaivl 
were in®flames; before his general Dagalaiphus 
could encounter the Alemanni, they had fecured 
the captives and the fpoil in the foreRs of 
Germany. In the beginning of the enfuing year, 
the military force of the Whole nation, in deep 
and folid columns, broke through the barrier of 
the Rhine , during the feverity of a northern 
winter. Two Roman counts were defeated and 
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mortally wounded; and the ftandard of the Heruli c 
and Batavians fell ioto the hands of the conquerors, 
who difplayed, with infulting fbouts and menaces, 
the trophy of their victory. The ftandard was 
recovered ; but the Batavians had not redeemed 
the fliame of their difgrace and flight in the eyes 
of their fevere judge. It was the opinion of Valen- 
tinian , that his foldiers muft learn to fear their 
commander , before they could ceafe to fear the 
enemy. The troops were folemnly aflembled : and 
the trembling Batavians were inclofed within the 
circle of the Imperial army. Valentinian .then 
afeended his tribunal: and, as if he difdained to 
punifh cowardice with death , he inflicted a ftain 
of indelible ignominy on the officers , whofe 
mifconduCt and pufillanimity were found to be the 
firft occafton of the defeat. The Batavians were 
degraded from their rank , dripped of their arms, 
and condemned to be fold for flaves to the higheft 
bidder. At this tremendous fentence the troops 
fell proftrate on the ground; deprecated the indig- 
nation of their fovereign ; and protefted , that < if 
he would indulge them in another trial , they 
would approve themfelves not unworthy of the 
name of Romans, and of his foldiers. Valentinian, 
with affeCted reluctance, yielded to their entreaties: 
the Batavians refumed their arms; and with their 
arms, the invincible refolution of wiping away 
the difgrace in the b'ood of the Alemanni **. The 
principal command was declined by Dagalaiphus; 
and that experienced general, who had reprefented, 
perhaps with too much prudence , the extreme 
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difficulties of the undertaking, had the mortifica- 
tion, before the end of the ®amp.iign, of feeing 
his rival Jovinus convert thofe difficulties into a 
decilive advantage over the fcattered forces of the 
Barbarians. At the head of a well-difciplined army 
of cavalry, infantry, and light troops, Jovinus 
advanced, with cautious and rapid fteps, to Scar- 
ponna”, in the territory of iMetz, where he furprifed 
a large divifion of the Alemanni, before they had 
time to run to their arms; and fiulhed his foldiers 
with the confidence of an eafy and bloodlefs victory. 
Another divifion , or rather army , of the enemy, 
after the cruel and wanton devaluation of the adja- 
cent country, repofed themfelves on the ffiady 
banks of the Mofelle. Jovinus, who had viewed the 
ground with the eye of a general , made his filent 
approach through a deep and woody vale , till he 
could diftinctly perceive the indolent fecurity of the 
Germans. Some were bathing their huge limbs in 
the riv^r ; others were combing their long and 
flaxen hair ; others again were fwallowing large 
draughts of rich and delicious wine. On a fudden 
they heard the found of the Roman trumpet; they 
faw the enemy in their camp. Aftonifliment pro- 
duced diforder ; difordcr was followed by flight 
and difmay, and the confufed multitude of the 
braveft warriors was pierced by ihe fwords and 
javelins of the legionaries and auxiliaries. The fugi- 
tives efcaped to the third, and moft confiderable, 
camp, in the Catalaunian plains, near Chalons in 
Champagne: the (haggling detachments were haf- 
tily recalled to their ftandard ; and the Barbarian 
' chiefs , 
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chiefs, alarmed and admonifhed by the fate of c h ' A 
their companions , prepared to encounter , in * XVi 
a decifive battle , the victorious forces of the 
lieutepant of Valentinian. The bloody and ob- 
ftinate conflid faffed a whole fummer’s day , with 
equal valour, and with alternate fuccefs. The 
Romans at length prevailed, with the lofs of 
about twelve hundred men. Six thoufand of the 
Alemanni were flain , four thoufand were wound- 
ed; and the brave Jovinus , after chacing the 
flying remnant of their holt as far as the banks 
of the Rhine, returned to Paris, to receive the 
applaofe of his fovereign , and the enligns of the 
confulfhip for the enfuing year’*. The triumph Jal* 
of the Romans was indeed fullied by their treat- 
ment of the captive king, whom they hung on a 
gibbet, without the knowledge of their indignant 
general. This difgraceful ad of cruelty, which 
might be imputed to the fury of the troops, was 
followed by the deliberate murder of Withicab, 
the fon of Vadomair ; a German prince , of a weak 
and fickly conffitution , but of a daring and 
formidable fpirit. The domeftic alfaflin was infti- 
gated and proteded by the Romans ,l ; and the! 
violation of the laws of humanity and juftice be- 
trayed their fecret apprehenfion of the weaknefs 
of the declining empire. The ufe of the dagger 
is feldom adopted in public councils , as long as 
they retain any confidence in the power of the 
fword. 

While the Alemanni appeared to be humbled vaientfay. 
by their recent calamities, the pride of Valen- 
Vol. IV. P 
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c ii A p. tinian was mortified by the unexpected furprifal 
xxv. of Moguntiacum , or Mentz, the principal city 
and fnrti- of the Upper Germany. In the unfufpicious 
Rhine** moment of a Chriftian feftival , Rando, a bold 
A. D. 3«8. and artful chieftain , who had long meditated his 
attempt, fuddenly paffed the Rhine; entered the 
defencelefs town , and retired with a multitude of 
captives of either fex. Valentinian refolved to 
execute fcvere vengeance on the whole body of 
the nation. Count Sebaltian , with the bands of 
Italy and Ulyricum , was ordered to invade their 
country, molt probably on the fide of Rhsetia. 
The emperor in perfon , accompanied by his foil 
Gratian, palled the Rhine at the head of a for- 
midable army , which was fupported on both 
flanks by Jovinus and Severus , the two mafters- 
general of the qavalry and infantry of the Welt. 
The Alemanni, unable to prevent the devaftation 
of their villages, fixed their camp on a lofty , and 
almoft inacceflible , mountain , in the modern 
dutchy of Wirtemberg, and refolutely expended 
, the approach of the Romans. The life of Valen- 

tinian was expofed to imminent danger, by the 
intrepid curiofity with which he perfilted to ex- 
plore fome fecret and unguarded path. A troop 
of Barbarians fuddenly rofefrom their ambufcadc : 
and the emperor, who vigoroufly fpurred his 
liorle down a fteep and fiippery defcent, was 
obliged to leave behind him his armour-bearer, 

O ' > 

and his helmet, magnificently enriched with gold 
and precious {tones. At the fignal of the gene- 
ral afiault, the Roman troops encompafled and 
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. afcended the mountain of Solicinium on three 
different Tides. Every dep which they gained , 
iocreafed their ardour, and abated the refinance 
of the enemy: and after their united forces had 
occupied the fummit of the hill, they impetu- 
oufly urged the Barbarians down the northern 
defcent, where count Sebaftian was polled to 
intercept their retreat. After this fignal vidtory, 
Valentinian returned to his winter- quarters at 
Treves; where he indulged the public joy by 
the exhibition of fplendid and triumphal games *\ 
But the wife monarch, in dead of afpiring to the 
conqued of Germany, confined his attention to 
the important and laborious defence of the Gal- 
lic frontier , againd an enemy , whofe ftrength 
was renewed by a dream of daring volunteers, 
which inceflantly flowed from the mod didant 
tribes of the North *\ The banks of the Rhine, 
from its fource to the dreights of the ocean, were 
clofely planted with drong cadles and conve- 
nient towers ; new works , and new arms , were 
invented by the ingenuity of a prince who was 
fkilled in the mechanical arts; and his numerous 
levies of Roman and Barbarian youth were fe- 
verely trained in all the exercifes of war. The 
progrefs of the work, which was fometimes op- 
pofed by moded reprefentations , and fometimes 
by hodile attempts, fecured the tranquillity of 
Gaul during the nine fubfequent years of the 
adminidration of Valentinian 

That prudent emperor, who diligently pra&ifed 
the wife maxims of Diocletian, was ftudious to 
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chap, foment and excite the intcftine divifions of the . 
xxv. tribes of Germany. About the middle of the 
fourth century, the countries , perhaps of Luface 
and Thuringia, on either fide of the Elbe, were 
occupied by the vague dominion of the Burgun- 
dians: a warlike and numerous people, of the 
Vandal race **, whofe obfcure name infenfibly 
fwelled into a powerful kingdom, and has finally 
fettled on a fiourilhing province. The moll 
remarkable circnmftance in the ancient manners 
of the Burgundians , appears to have been the 
difference of their civil and ecclefiaflical con- 
flitution. The appellation of HcnJinos was given 
to the king or general, and the title of Sinijlus 
to the high-prieft, of the nation. The perfon of 
the priell was facred , and his dignity perpetual ; 
but the temporal government was held by a very 
precarious tenure. If the events of war accufed 
• the courage or condudl of the king, he was im- 

mediately depofed ; and the injuftice of his fub- 
jects made him rcfponfible for the fertility of the 
earth, and the regularity of the feafons, which 
fcemed to fall more properly within the facer- 
dotal department " 7 . The difputed poifeffion of 
fome fait -pits'* engaged the Alemanni and the 
Burgundians in frequent contefls : the latter were 
eafily tempted, by the fecret folicitations , and 
liberal offers , of the emperor ; and their fabu- 
lous defeent from the Roman foldiers , who had 
formerly been left to gurrifon the fortreffes of 
Drufus, was admitted with mutual credulity, as 
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it was conducive to mutual intereR”. An army chap. 
of fourfcore thoufand Burgundians foon appeared XXV. 
on the banks of the Rhine; and impatiently re- 
quired the fupport and fubfidies which Valentinian 
had promifed: but they were amufed with ex- 
cufes and delays , till at length , after a fruitlefs 
expe&ation, they were compelled to retire. The 
arms and fortifications of the Gallic frontier 
checked the fury of their juft refentment ; and 
their maflacre of the captives ferved to embitter 
the hereditary feud of the Burgundians and the 
Alemanni. The inconftancy of a wife prince 
may, perhaps, be explained by fomc alteration 
of circumRances ; and, perhaps, it was the Ori- 
ginal defign of Valentinian to intimidate , rather 
than to defiroy;-as the balance of power would 
have been equally overturned by the extirpation 
of eithef of the German nations. Among the 
princes of the Alemanni, Macrianus , who, with 
a Roman name, had affumed the arts of a foldier - 
and a Ratefman , deferved his hatred and efieem. 

The emperor himfelf, with a light and unincum- 
bered band , condefcended to pafs the Rhine, 
marched fifty miles into the country , and would 
infallibly have feized the obj,e& of his purfuit, 
if his judicious meafures had not been defeated 
by the impatience of the troops. Macrianus was 
afterwards admitted to the honour of a perfonal 
conference with the emperor; and the favours 
which he received , fixed him , till the hour of 
his death , a Ready and fincere friend of ths 
republic 1 '*. 
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The land was covered by the fortifications of* . 
Valentinian; but the fea-coaft of Gaul and Britain 
was expofed to the depredations of the Saxons. 
That celebrated name, in which we have a dear 
and domeftic intereft, efcaped the notice of Ta- 
citus ; and in the maps of Ptolemy, it faintly 
marks the narrow neck of the Cimbric peninfula, 
and three fmall iflands towards ibe mouth of the 
Elbe ‘ 0I . This contracted territory , the prefect 
Dutchy of Slefwig, or perhaps of Holftein, was 
incapable of pouring forth the inexhauftible fvvarms 
of Saxons who reigned over the ocean, who filled 
the Britifh ifiand with their language, their laws, 
and their colonies; and who fo long defended the 
liberty of the North againfl: the arms of Charle- 
magne ’**. The folution of this difficulty is eafily 
derived fr8m the fimilar manners , and loofe con- 
ftitution , of the tribes of Germany ; which were 
blended with each other by the flighted accidents 
of war or friendffiip. The fituation of the native 
Saxons difpofed them to embrace the hazardous 
profeffions of filhermen and pirates : and the fuc- 
cefs of their firft adventurers would naturally excite 
the emulation of their braveft countrymen , who 
were impatient of the gloomy folitude of their 
woods and mountains. Every tide might float 
down the Elbe whole fleets of canoes, filled with 
liardy and intrepid aflbeiates , who afpired to behold 
the unbounded profpedt of the ocean, and to tafte 
the wealth and luxury of unknown worlds. It 
fhould feem probable, however, that the moft 
numerous auxiliaries of the Saxons were furniffied 
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by the nations who dwelt along the Ihores of the 
Baltic. They polfefled arms and fhips , the art of 
navigation, and the habits of naval war; but the 
difficulty of ifiuing through the northern columns 
of Hercules 10 ’ (which, during feveral months of 
" the year, are obdruded with ice) confined their 
(kill and courage within the limits of a fpacious 
lake. The rumour of the fuccefsful armaments 
which failed from the mouth of the Elbe, would 
foon provoke them to crofs the narrow idhmus 
of Slefwig , and to launch their veflels on'*' the 
great fea. The various troops of pirates and ad- 
venturers, who fought under the fame dandard, 
were infenfibly united in a permanent fociety, at 
fird of rapine , and afterwards of government. 
A military confederation was gradually moulded 
into a national body, by the gentle operation of 
marriage and confanguinity ; and the adjacent tribes , 
who folicited the alliance, accepted the name and 
laws , of the Saxons. If the fad were not edabliflied 
by the mod unquedionabie evidence , we fhould 
appear to abufe the credulity of our readers , by 
the defcription of the velfels in which the Saxon 
pirates ventured to fport in the waves of the 
German Ocean, the Britifh Channel, and the Bay 
of Bifcay. The keel of their large flat-bottomed 
boats was framed of light timber, but the fides 
and upper works confided only of wicker , with 
a covering of drong hides ,0 \ In the courfe of 
their flow and didant navigations , they mud 
always have been expofed to the danger , and very 
frequently to the misfortune , of fliipwreck ; and 
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V h a'p. the naval annals of the Saxons were undoubtedly 
xxy filled with the accounts of the Ioffes, which they 
fullained on the coafts of Britain and Gaul. But 
the daring fpirit of the pirates braved the perils , 
both of :he fea, and of the fhore: their fkill was 
confirmed by the habits of enterprize; the meaneft 
of their mariners was alike capable, of handling 
an oar, of rearing a fail , or of conducting a veflTel ; 
and the Saxons rejoiced in the. appearance of a 
tempefl which concealed their defign , and dif- 
perfed the fleets of the enemy ,! \ After they had 
acquired an accurate knowledge of the maritime 
provinces of the Welt, they extended the fcene 
of their depredations , and the moft fequeftered 
places had no reafon to prefume on their fecurity. 
The Saxon boats drew fo little water, that they 
could eafily proceed fourfeore or an hundred miles 
up the great rivers; their weight was fo inconfider- 
able, that they were tranfported on waggons from 
one river to another; and the pirates who had 
entered the mouth of the Seine, or of the Rhine, 
might defeend , with the rapid ftream of the Rhone, 

^ ^ Jri into the Mediterranean. Under the reign of Valen- 
tinian , the maritime provinces of Gaul were" 
afflidted by the Saxtjns j a military count was 
Rationed for the defence of the fea-eoaft, or Ar- 
morican limit; and that officer, who found his 
flrength, or his abilities, unequal to the talk, 
implored the afllftance of Severus, mafter-generaf 
of the infantry. 1 he Saxons , furrounded and out- 
numbered, were forced to relinquilh their fpoiJ, 
and to yield a feledt band of their tall and robuR 
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youth to Terve in the Imperial armies. They 
ftipulated only a fafe and honourable retreat: and 
the condition was readily granted by the Roman 
general; who meditated an act of perfidy 10 ', as 
imprudent as it was inhuman, while a Saxon 
remained alive, and in arms, to revenge the fate 
of his countrymen. The premature eagernefs of 
the infantry , who were fecretly polled in a deep 
valley , betrayed the ambufeade ; and they would 
perhaps have fallen the vidtims of their own 
treachery, if a* large body of cuirafliers, alarmed 
by the noife of the combat, had not haflily ad- 
vanced to extricate their companions , and to 
overwhelm the undaunted valour of the Saxons. 
Some of the prifotiers were faved from the edge 
of the fword , to Ihed their blood in the amphi- 
theatre : and the orator Symmachus complains , 

that twenty-nine of thofe defperate favages , by 
firangling themfelves with their own hands, had 
difappointed the amufement of the public. Yet 
the polite and philofophic citizens of Rome were 
impreffed with the deepen horror, when they 
were informed , that the Saxons confecrated to the 
gods the tithe of their human fpoil ; and , that 
they afeertained by lot the objedls of the bar- 
barous facrifice ta7 . 

II. The fabulous colonies of Egyptians and 
Trojans, of Scandinavians and Spaniards, which 
flattered the pride , and amufed the credulity, of 
our rude ancellors, have infenfibly vanilhed in 
the light of fcience and philofophy The prefent 
age is fatisfied with the Ample and rational opinion. 
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chap, that the iflands of Great Britain and Ireland were 
xxv. gradually peopled from the adjacent continent of 
Gaul. From the coaft of Kent, to the extremity- 
of Caithnefs and Ulfter, the memory of a Celtic 
origin was diftinCUy preferved , in the perpetual 
refemblance of language , of religion , and of 
manners : and the peculiar characters of the Britifh 
tribes, might be naturally afcribed to the influence 
of accidental and local circumftances The 
Roman province was reduced to the ftate of 
civilized and peaceful fervitude> the rights of 
favage freedom were contracted to the narrow 
limits of Caledonia. The inhabitants of that 
northern region were divided , as early as the 
reign of Conftantine , between the two great 
tribes of the Scots and of the Picts 11 ’, who 
have fince experienced a very different fortune. 
The power, and almoft the memory, of the PiCts , 
have been extinguiflied by their fuccefsful rivals; 
and the Scots, after maintaining for ages the 
dignity of an independent kingdom, have mul- 
tiplied , by an equal and voluntary union , the 
honours of the EngliQi name. The hand of nature 
had contributed to mark the ancient diftindtion 
of the Scots and PiCls. The former were the men 
of the hills , and the latter thofe of the plain. 
The eaftern coafts of Caledonia maybe confidered 
as a level and fertile country, which, even in a 
rude ftate of tillage , was capable of producing a 
conftderable quantity of corn: and the epithet of 
cruitnich, or wheat-eaters, exprefled the contempt, 
or envy , of the carnivorous highlander. The 
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cultivation of the earth might introduce a more chav. 
accurate reparation of property , and the habits of a xxv. 
fedentary life ; but the love of arms and rapine was 
{till the ruling pallion of the Piets : and their war- 
riors , who (tripped themfelves for a day of battle, 
were diftinguilhed , in the eyes of the Romans, by 
the ftrange fafhion of painting their naked bodies, 
with gaudy colours and fantaftic figures. The 
weftern part of Caledonia irregularly rifes into 
wild and barren hills, 'which fcarcely repay the 
toil of the hufbandman , and are mod profitably 
ufed for the pafture of cattle. The highlanders 
were condemned to the occupations of fhepherds 
and hunters ; and , as they feldom were fixed to 
any permanent habitation, they acquired the ex- 
preflive name of Scots, which, in the Celtic 
tongue is faid to be equivalent to that of wan- 
derers , or vagrants. The inhabitants of a barren 
land were urged tofeek a frefh fupply of food in 
the waters. The deep lakes and bays which in- 
terred their country , are plentifully ftored with 
fifh; and they gradually ventured to call their 
nets in the waves of the ocean. The vicinity of 
the Hebrides , fo profufely fcattered along the 
weftern coafts of Scotland, tempted their curiofity, 
and improved their Ikill; and they acquired, by 
flow degrees , the art , or rather the habit , of 
managing their boats in a tempeftuous fea , and 
of fleering their nodurnal courfe by the light of 
the well-known ftars. The two bold headlands 
of Caledonia almoft touch the fhores of a fpa- 
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p cious ifland, which obtained, from its luxuriant 
vegetation, the epithet of Green ; and has preferved, 
with a flight alteration, the name of Erin, or 
Ierne , or Ireland. It is probable, that in fome 
remote period of antiquity , the fertile plains of 
Ulffer received a colony of hungry Scots, and 
that the ftrangers of the North , who had dared 
to encounter the arms of the legions , fpread their 
conquefts over the favage and unwarlike natives 
of a folitary ifland. It is certain , that, in the 
declining age of the Roman empire , Caledonia, 
Ireland, and the Ifle of IVlan, were inhabited by 
the Scots; and that the kindred tribes, who were 
often affociated in military enterprize, were deeply 
affc&ed by the various accidents of their mutual 
fortunes. They long cherifhed the lively tradition 
of; their common name and origin: and the 
miflionaries of the Ifle of Saints, who diffufed the 
light of Ghriftianity over North Britain , eftablifhed 
the vain opinion , that their Irifh countrymen 
were the natural , as well as fpiritual , fathers of 
the Scottilh race. The loofe and obfeure tradition 
.has been preferved by the venerable Bede , who 
fcattered fome rays of light over the darknefs of 
the eighth century. On this flight foundation , an 
huge fuperftrudure of fable was gradually reared, 
by the bards , and the monks ; two orders of men, 
who equally abufed the privilege of fidion. The 
Scottifli nation , with miftaken pride , adopted 
their Irifh genealogy : and the annals of a long 
line of imaginary kings have been adorned by the 
fancy of Boethius , and the claflic elegance of 
Buchanan'". 
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Six years after the death of Conftantine, the 
deftru&ive inroads of the Scots and Bids required 
the prefence of his youngeft fon , who reigned 
in the weftern empire. Conftans vifited his Britifh 
dominions: but we may form fome eftimate of 
the importance of his atchievements , by the 
language of panegyric, which celebrates only his 
triumph over the elements ; or, in other words, 
the good fortune of a fafe and eafy paffage, from 
the port ofBoulogne to the harbour of Sandwich 
The calamities which the afflided provincials 
continued , to experience , from foreign war and 
domeftic tyranny , were aggravated by the feeble 
and corrupt admiuiftration of the eunuchs of 
Conftantius; and the tranfient relief which they 
might obtain from the virtues of Julian , was foon 
loft by the abfcnce and death of their benefactor. 
The fums of gold and filver , which had been 
painfully colleded , or liberally tranfmitted, for 
the payment of the troops, were intercepted by 
the avarice of the commanders; difcharges , or, 
at leaft, exemptions, from the military fervice, 
were publicly fold ; the diftrefs of the foldiers 
who were injurioufly deprived of their legal and 
fcanty fubfiftence, provoked them to frequent 
defertion; the nerves of difciphne were relaxed, 
and the highways were infefted with robbers 
The oppreffion of the good, and the impunity of 
the wicked, equally contributed to diffufe through 
the ifland a fpirit of difcontent and revolt; and 
every ambitious fubjed, every defperate ‘exile, 
might entertain a reafonable hope of fubverting 
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the weak and diftraded government of Britain. 
The hoftile tribes of the North , who detefled 
the pride and power of the King of the World, 
fufpended their doineftic feuds; and the Barbarians 
of the land and fea, the Scots , the Pids, and the 
Saxons, fpread themfelves , with rapid and 
irrefiftible fury , from the wall of Antoninus to 
the fliores of Kent. Every produdion of art and 
nature, every objed of convenience or luxury, 
which they were incapable of creating by labour, 
or procuring by trade, was accumulated in the 
rich and fruitful province of Britain A philo- 
fopher may deplore the eternal difeord of the 
human race, but he will confefs , that the defire 
of fpoil is a mote rational provocation than the 
vanity of conqueft. From the age of Conftantine 
to that of the Plantagenets , this rapacious fpirit 
continued to inlligate the poor and hardy Cale- 
donians: but the fame people , whofe generous 
humanity feems to infpire the fongs of Ollian , 
was difgraced by a favage ignorance of the virtues 
of peace , and of the laws of war. Their fouthern 
neighbours have felt, and perhaps exaggerated, 
the cruel depredations of the Scots and Pids 1,5 : 
and a valiant tribe of Caledonia, the Attacotti 
the enemies, and afterwards the loldiers, of Va- 
lentinian , are accufed, by an eve- witnefs., of 
delighting in the tafle of human flefli. When they 
hunted the woods for prey, it is faid , that they 
attackcji the fliepherd rather than his flock ; and 
that they curioufly feleded the moll delicate and 
brawny parts, both of males apd females, which 
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tliey prepared for their horrid repafts If, in 
the neighbourhood of the commercial and literary 
town of Clafgow , a race of cannibals has really 
exifled , we may contemplate , in the period of the 
Scottifii hiflory, the oppofite extremes of favage 
and civilifed life. Such reflections tend to enlarge 
the circle of our ideas ; and to encourage the 
pleafing hope, that New Zealand may produce, 
in fome future age, the Hume of the Southern 
Hemifphere. 

Every meflenger who efcaped acrofs the Britilh 
channel , conveyed the mod melancholy and 
alarming tidings to the cars of Valentinian ; and 
the emperor was foon informed , that the two 
military commanders of the province had been 
furprifed and cut oft by the Barbarians. Severus , 
count of the domeftics, was haftily difpatchedt 
and as fuddenly recalled, by the court of Treves. 
The reprefentations of Jovinus ferved only to 
indicate the greatnefs of the evil ; and after a 
long and ferious confultation, the defence, or 
rather the recovery, of Britain, was entrufted to 
the abilities of the brave Theoflofius. The exploits 
of that general, the father of a line of emperors, 
have been celebrated , with peculiar complacency, 
by the writers of the age: but his real merit 
deferved their applaufe; and his nomination was 
received , by the army and province , as a fure 
prefage of approaching victory. He feized the 
favourable moment of navigation, and fecurely 
landed the numerous and veteran bands of the 

Heruli and Batavians, the Joyians and the Victors. 
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In his march from Sandwich to London , Theo- 
dofius defeated feveral parties of the Barbarians, 
releafed a multitude of captives, and , after 
diftributing to his foldiers a fmall portion of 
the fpoil, eftablifhed the fame of difinterefted 
jullice, by the reftitution of the remainder to the 
rightful proprietors. 1 he citizens of London who 
had almoft defpaired of their fafety, threw open 
their gates ; and as foon as 1 heodofius had 
obtained from the court of Treves the important 
aid of a military lieutenant, and a civil governor, 
he executed with wifdom and vigour, the labo- 
rious talk of the deliverance of Britain. The 
vagrant foldiers were recalled to their ftandard •, 
an edict of amnefty difpelled the public appre- 
henfions; and his cheerful example alleviated the 
rigour of martial difcipline. The fcattered and 
defultory warfare of the Barbarians, who infelted 
the land and fea, deprived him of the glory of a 
fignal vi&ory ; but the prudent fpirit, and confum- 
mate art, of the Roman general , were difplayed 
in the operations of two campaigns, which fuc- 
ceffively refcued every part of the province from 
the hands of a cruel and rapacious enemy. The 
fplendor of the cities , and the fecurity of the 
fortifications , were diligently reftored , by the 
paternal care of 1 heodofius : who with a ftrong 
hand confined the trembling Caledonians to the 
northern angle of the ifland ; and perpetuated, by 
the name and fettlement of the new province of 
Valentiu, the glories of the reign of Vaientinian "\ 
The voice of poetry and panegyric may add , 

perhaps 
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' perhaps with fome degree of truth, that the 
unknown regions of Thule were ftained with the? 
blood of the Pids ; that the oars of Theodofius 
dafhed the waves of the Hyperborean ocean; 
and that the diftant Orkneys were the fcene of 
his naval vidory over the Saxon pirates He 
left the province with a fair, as well as fplendid, 
reputation : and was immediately promoted to 

the rank of mafter-general of the cavalry, by a 
prince , who could applaud , without envy , the 
merit of his fervants. In the important ftation of 
the upper Danube, the conqueror of Britain 
checked and defeated the armies of the Alemanni , 
before he was chofen to fupprefs the revolt of 
Africa. • # 

III. The prince who^efufes to be the judge, 
inftruds his people to cotifider him as the accom- 
plice , of his minifters. The military command of 
Africa had been long exercifed by Count Roma- 
nus , and his abilities were not inadequate to his 
ftation: but as fordid intereft was the foie motive 
of his conduit, he aded , on moft occafions, as 
if he had been the enemy of the province, and 
the friend of the Barbarians of the defert. The 
three flourifliing cities ofOea, Leptis, andSabrata, 
which, under the name of Tripoli, had long 
conftituted a foedehd union were obliged, 

for the firft time, to flnit their gates againft a 
hoftile invafion , feveral of their moft honourable 
citizens were furprifed and maffacred ; the villages, 
and even the fuburbs, were pillaged; and the 
vines and fruit-trees of that rich territory were 
Vol. IV. Q, 
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chap, extirpated by the malicious favages of Getulia. 
xxv. *Thc unhappy provincials implored the protection 
of Romanus; but they foon found that their 
military governor was not lefs cruel and rapacious 
than the Barbarians. As they were incapable of 
furnifhing the four thoufand camels, and the 
exorbitant prefent, which he required, before he 
would march to the afliftance of Tripoli ; his 
demand was equivalent to a refufal, and he might 
juftly be accufed as the author of the public 
calamity. In the annual afiembly of the three 
cities, they nominated two deputies, to lay at the 
feet of Valentinian the cuftomary offering of a gold 
victory; and to accompany this tribute, of duty^ 
rather than of gratitude, with their humble * 
complaint ,* that they were ruined by the enemy 
and betrayed by their gewernor. If the feverity of 
Valentinian had been rightly directed, it would 
have fallen on the guilty head of Romanus. But 
the Count , long exercifed in the arts of corruption, 
had difpatchcd a fwift and trufty meffenger to 
fecure the venal friendfhip of Remigius, matter 
of the offices. The wifdom of the Imperial council 
was deceived by artifice; and their honett indig- 
nation was cooled by delay. At length , when 
the repetition of complaint had been juftified by 
the repetition of public misfortunes, the notary 
Palladius was font from the court of Treves, to 
examine the ftate of Africa , and the conduct of 
Romanus. The rigid impartiality of Palladius was 
eattly difarmed : he was tempted to referve for 

himfelf a part of the public treafure, >yhich he 
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brought .with him for the payment of the troops; < 
and from the nrtoment that he was confcious of 
his own guilt, he could no longer refufe to atteft 
the innocence and merit of the Count. I he charge 
of the Tripolitans was declared to be falfe and 
frivolous ; and Palladius himfelf was fent back 
from Treves to Africa, with a fpecial commiflion, 
to difcover and profecute the authors of this 
impious confpiracy againft the reprefentatives of 
the fovereign. His inquiries were managed with 
fo much dexterity and fuccefs, that he compelled 
the citizens of Leptis, who had fuftained a recent 
liege of eight days, to con trad idt the truth of 
their own decrees, and to cenfure the behaviouf 
of their own deputies. A blQody fentence was 
pronounced, without hefitation , by the rafh and 
lieadfirong cruelty of Valerttinian. The prefident 
of Tripoli, who had prefumed to pity the diftrefs 
of the province, was publicly executed at Utica; 
four diftinguiflied citizens were put to death, as 
the accomplices of the imaginary fraud ; and th6 
tongues of two others were cut out, by the exprefs 
order of the emperor. Romanus , elated by impu- 
nity, and irritated by refiflance, was ftill continued 
in the military command ; till the Africans were 
provoked, by his avarice, to join the rebellious 
ftandard of Firmus, the Moor 

His father Nabal was one of the richeft and moft 
powerful of the Moofifh princes , who acknow- 
ledged the fupremacy of Rome. But as he left, 
either by his wives or concubines, a very numer- 
ous pofterity, the 'wealthy iah«ritance was eagerly 
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difputed; and Zamma , one of his fans, *was flam 
in a domeflic quarrel by his brother Firmus. The 
implacable zeal T with which Romanos profecuted 
the legal revenge of this murder could be afcribed 
only to a motive of avarice, or perfonal hatred: 
but, on this occafion, his claims were juft; his 
influence was weighty; and Firmus clearly under- 
flood , that he mull either prefent his neck to the 
executioner, or appeal from the fentence of the 
Imperial confiflory, to his fword , and to the 
people '**. He was received as the deliverer of 
his country ; and , as foon as it appeared , that 
Romanus was formidable only to a fubmiflive 
province, the tyrant of Africa became the objedt 
of univcrfal contempt. The ruin of Caefarea, 
which was plundered and burnt by the licentious 
Barbarians, convinced the refradtory cities of the 
danger of refiflance ; the power o( Firmus was efla- 
blifhtd, atleafl in the provinces of (Mauritania and 
Numidia; and it feemed to be his only doubt, whe- 
ther he fhould alTume the diadem of a IVloorifh king, 
or the purple of a Roman emperor. But the impru- 
dent and unhappy Africans foon difeovered , that, 
in this rafh infurredtion , they had not fufficiently 
confulted their own flrength , or the abilities of 
their leader. Before he could procure any certain 
intelligence, that the emperor of the Weft had 
fixed the choice of a general , or that a fleet of 
tranfports was colledted at the mouth of the 
Rhone, he was fuddenly informed, that the great 
Theodofius, with a fmall band of veterans, had 
landed near lgilgilis , or Gigeri, on the African 
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coaft; and the timid ufurper funk under the 
afcendant of virtue and military genius. Though 
Firmus polfeffed arms and treafures, his defpair 
of vidory immediately reduced him to the ufe 
of thofe arts, which, in the fame country, and 
in a fimilar fituation had formerly been pradifed 
by the crafty Jugurtha. He attempted to deceive, 
by an apparent fubmiffion , the vigilance of the 
R«man general; to feduce the fidelity of his 
troops; and to protrad the duration of the war^ 
by fucceffively engaging the independent tribes 
of Africa to efpoufe his quarrel, or to proted his 
flight. Theodofius imitated the example, and 
obtained the fuccefs , of his predeceflor Metellus. 
When Firmus, in the charader of a fuppliant, 
accufed his own ralhnefs, and humbly folicited 
the clemency of the emperor, the lieutenant of 
Valentinian received and difmiffed him with a 
friendly embrace ; but he diligently required the 
ufeful and fubftantial pledges of a fincere repent- 
ance ; nor could he be perfuaded , by the affurances 
of peace, to fufpend, for an inftant, the opera- 
tions of an adive war. A dark confpiracy was 
deteded by the penetration of Theodofius; and 
he fatisfied, without much reludance , the public 
indignation, which he had fecretly excited. Several 
of the guilty accomplices of Firmus were aban- 
doned, according to ancient cuftom , to the tumult 
of a military execution ; many more , by the ampu- 
tation of both their hands, continued to exhibit 
an inftrudive fpedacle of horror ; the hatred of 
the rebels was accompanied with fear ; and the 
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q a r, fear of the Roman foldiers was mingled with 
xxv. refpe&ful admiration. Amidft the boundlefs plains 
of Getulia, and the innumerable vallies of Mount 
Atlas, it was impoflible to prevent the efcape of 
Firmus : and if the ufurper could have tired the 
patience of his antagonift, he would have fecured 
his perfon in the depth of fome remote folitude, 
and expected the hopes of a future revolution. He 
was fubdued by the pcrfeverance of Theodofufs^ 
who had formed an inflexible determination , that 
the war fhould end only by the death of the 
tyrant; and that every nation of Africa, which 
prefumed to fupport his caufe, fhould be involved 
in his ruin. At the bead of a fmall body of troops , 
which feldom exceeded three thoufand five hundred 
men, the Roman general advanced, with a fteady 
prudence, devoid of rafhnefs , or of fear, into 
the heart of, a country , where he was fometimes 
attacked by armies of twenty thoufand Moors. 
The boldnefs of his charge difmayed the irregular 
Barbarians; they were difconcerted by his feafon- 
able apd orderly retreats ; they were continually 
baffled by the unknown refources of the military 
art; and they felt and confcfled the juft fuperiority 
which was aflumed by the leader of a civilifed 
nation. When Theodofius entered the extenfive 
dominions of Igmazen , king of the Ifaflenfes, the 
haughty favage required, in words of defiance, 
his name , and the objedt of his expedition. “ I 
*■ am , replied the ftern and difdainful count , I 
^ am the general of Valentipian , the lord of the 
world, who has fent me hither to purfue ^nd 
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* c puniflh a defperate robber. Deliver him indantly 
** into my hands; and be allured, that if thou 
“ dod not obey the commands of my invincible 
“fovereign, thou, and the people over whom 
tc thou reigned , lhall be utterly extirpated. ” 
As foon as Igmazen was fatisfied , that his enemy 
had drength and refolution to execute the fatal 
menace , he confented to purchafe a neccfTary 
peace by the facrifice of a guilty fugitive. The 
guards that were placed to fecure the perfon of 
Firmus, deprived him of the hopes of efcape; 
and the Moorifh tyrant , after wine had extin- 
guilhed the fenfe of danger , difappointed the 
infulting triumph of the Romans, by drangling 
himfelf in the night. His dead body , the only 
prefent which Igmazen could offer to the conquer- 
or, was carelefsly thrown upon a camel: and 
Theodofius, leading back his victorious troops to 
Sitifi , was faluted by the warmed acclamations 
of joy and loyalty 

Africa had been Jod by the vices of Romanus • 
it was redored by the virtues of Theodofius: 
and our curiofity may be ufefully directed to 
the .inquiry of the refpective treatment , which 
the two generals received from the Imperial court. 
The authority of Count Romanus had been fuf- 
pended by the mader-general of the cavalry; and 
he was committed to fafe and honourable cudody 
till the end of the war. •A crimes were proved 
by the mod authentic evidence; and the public 
expected , with fome impatience , the decree of 
fevere judice. But the partial and powerful favour 
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of Mellobaudcs encouraged him to challenge his 
legal judges, to obtain repeated delays for the 
purpofe of procuring a crowd of friendly witneffes, 
and , finally , to cover his guilty condudt , by 
the additional guilt of fraud and forgery. About 
the fame time, the reftorer of Britain and Africa, 
on a vague fufpicion that his name and fervices 
were fuperior to the rank of a fubjetjl, was igno- 
minioufiy-beheaded at Carthage. Valentinian no 
longer reigned ; and the death of Theodofius , 
as well as the impunity of Romanus, may juftly 
be imputed to the arts of the minifters who abufed 
the confidence , and deceived the inexperienced 
youth , of his foils " \ 

If the geographical accuracy of Ammianus had 
been fortunately bellowed on the Britilh exploits 
of Theodofius , we Ihould have traced , with 
.eager curiofity, the diltinCt and domellic footlleps 
of his march. But the tedious enumeration of the 
unknown and unintereffing tribes of Africa may 
be reduced to the general remark , that they were 
all of the fwarthy race of the Moors ; that they 
inhabited the back fettlements of the Mauritanian 
and Numidian provinces, the country, as they 
have fince been termed by the Arabs, of dates 
and of locufts ; and that , as the Roman 
power declined in Africa , the boundary of civil- 
ifed manners and cultivated land was infenfibly 
contracted. Beyond! ffie utmoft limits of the 
IVloors, the vaft and inhofpitable defert of the 
South extends above a thoufand miles to the 
banks of the Niger. The ancients , who had a 
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very faint and imperfedl knowledge of the great 
peninfula of Africa, were fometimes tempted to 
believe, that the torrid zone mud ever remain 
deditute of inhabitants '** : and they fometimes 

amufed their fancy by filling the vacant fpace 
with headlefs men, or rather monders 117 ; with 
horned and cloven-footed fatyrs with fabulous 
centaurs ”* ; and with human pygmies , who 
waged a bold and doubtful warfare againd the 
cranes II *. Carthage would have trembled at the 
drange intelligence, that the countries, on either 
fide of the equator, were filled with innumerable 
nations , who differed only in their colour from 
the ordinary appearance of the human fpecies ; 
and the fubje&s of the Roman empire might have 
anxioufly expe&ed, that the fwarms of Barba- 
rians, which iffued from the North, would foon 
be encountered from the South , by new fwarms 
of Barbarians , equally fierce , and equally for- 
midable. Thefe gloomy terrors would indeed 
have been difpclled by a more intimate acquaint- 
ance with the charadler of their African enemies. 
The ina&ion of the negroes does not feem to be 
the effedl , either of their virtue, or of their pu- 
fillanimity. They indulge, like the red of man- 
kind , their paffions and appetites; and the adja- 
cent tribes are engaged in frequent adts of hodi- 
lity u \ But their rude ignorance has never 
invented any effectual weapons of defence, or of 
dedrudtion ; they appear incapable of forming 
any extenfive plans of government, or conqued ; 
and the obvious inferiority of their mental faculties 
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has been difcovered and abufed by the nations 
of the temperate zone. Sixty thoufand blacks are 
annually embarked from the coaft of Guinea , 
never to return to their native country; but they 
are embarked in chains 1,1 : and this conftant 
emigration, which, in the fpace of two' centuries, 
might have furnifhed armies to overrun the globe, 
accufes the guilt of Europe , and the weaknefs 
of Africa. 

IV. The ignominious treaty , which faved the 
army of Jovian , had been faithfully executed on 
the fide of the Romans: and as they had folemnly 
renounced the fovereignty and alliance of Ar- 
menia and Iberia , thofe tributary kingdoms were 
expofed , without protedion , to the arms of the 
Perfian monarch ,n . Sapor entered the Arme- 
nian territories at the head of a formidable hoffc 
of cuiraffiers , of archers, and of mercenary foot; 
but it was the invariable pradice of Sapor to mix 
war and negociation , and to confider falfehood 
and perjury as the mod powerful inftruments of 
regal policy. ^He affedcd to praife the prudent 
and moderate cofidud of the king of Armenia ; 
and the unfufpicious Tiranus was perfuaded , by 
the repeated affurances of infidious friendlhip, to 
deliver his perfon into the hands of a faithlefs and 
cruel enemy. In the midft of a fplendid enter- 
tainment, he was bound in 'chains of filver, as 
an honour due to the blood of the Arfacides ; 
and, after a fliort confinement in the Tower of 
Oblivion at Ecbatana, he was releafed from the 
miferies of life , either by his own dagger , or by 
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that of an affaflin. The kingdom of Armenia 
was reduced to the ftate of a I’erfian province; 
the adminiftration was fhared between a diflin- 
guiihcd fatrap and a favourite eunuch ; and Sapor 
inarched, without delay, to fubdue the martial 
fpirit of the Iberians. Sauromaces, who reigned 
in that country by the permiffion of the emperors, 
was expelled by a fuperior force ; 1 and , as an 
infult on the majefty of Rome, the king of 
kings placed a diadem on the head of his abjedl 
vaffal Afpacuras. '1 he city of Artogeraffa 1,4 was 
the only place of Armenia, which prefumed to 
refill the effort of his arms. The treafure depofited 
in that ftrong fortrcfs tempted the avarice of Sapor; 
but the danger of Olympias, the wife, or widow, 
of the Armenian king, excited the public com- 
panion, and animated the defperate valour of her 
fubjedts and foldiers. The Perfians were furprifed 
and repulfed under the walls of Artogeraffa, by 
a bold and well - concerted fally of the befieged. 
But; the forces of Sapor were continually renewed 
and increafed; the hqpelefs courage of the garrifon 
was exhaufled ; the ftrength of the walls yielded 
to the affault ; and the proud conqueror , after 
wafling the rebellious city with fire and fword, 
led away captive an unfortunate queen ; who , in 
a more aufpicious hour, had been the deflined 
bride of the fon of Conflantine IM . Yet if Sapor 
already triumphed in the eafy conquefl of two 
dependent kingdoms, he foon felt, that a country 
is unfubdued , as long as the minds of the people 
are adluated by an hoftile and contumacious fpirit. 
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chap. The fatraps, whom he was obliged to trufl, 
xxv. embraced the firft opportunity of regaining the 
affection of their countrymen, and of fignalifmg 
their immortal hatred to the Perfian name. Since 
the converfion of the Armenians and Iberians, 
thofe nations confidered the Chriftians as the fa- 
vourites, and the Magians as the adverfaries, of 
the Supreme Being; the influence of the clergy, 
over a fuperftitious people, was uniformly exerted 
in the caufe of Rome; and as long as the fuc- 
ceffors of Conftantinc difputed with thofe of 
Artaxerxes the fovereignty of the intermediate 
provinces , the religious connexion always threw 
a decifive advantage into the fcale of the empire. 
A numerous and adive party acknowledged 
Para , the fon of Tiranus , as the lawful fovereign 
of Armenia; and his title to the throne was 
deeply rooted in the hereditary fuccellion of 
five hundred years. By the unanimous confent of 
the Iberians, the country was equally divided 
between the rival princes; and Afpacuras, 'vyho 
owed his diadem to the choice of Sapor , was 
obliged to declare, that his regard for his chil- 
dren, who were detained as hofiages by the tyrant, 
was the only confideration , which prevented him 
from openly renouncing the alliance of Perfia. 
The emperor Valens, who refpeded the obliga- 
tions of the treaty, and who was apprehenfive 
of involving the Eaft in a dangerous war, ven- 
tured, with flow and cautious meafures, to fup- 
port the Roman party in the kingdoms of Iberia 
and Armenia. Twelve legions eftablifhed the 
authority of Sauromaces on the banks of the 
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Cyrus. The Euphrates was protected by the 
valour of Arintheus. A powerful army , under 
the command of count Trajan, and of Vadomair, 
king of the Alemanni , fixed their camp on the 
confines of Armenia. they were ftriclly en- 

joined, not to commit the firft hoftilities, which 
might be underflood as a breach of the treaty: 
and fuch was the implicit obedience of the Roman 
general , that they retreated , with exemplary 
patience, under a fhower of Perfian arrows, till 
they had clearly acquired a juft title to an ho- 
nourable and legitimate vidory. Yet thefe appear- 
ances of war infenfibly fubfided in a vain and 
tedious negociation. The contending parties flip- 
ported their claims by mutual reproaches of perfidy 
and ambition ; and it ftiould feem , that the 
original treaty was expreffed in very obfcure 
terms , fince they were reduced to the necellity 
of making their inconclufive appeal to the partial 
teftimony of the generals of the two nations, 
who had aflifted at the negociations ,J *. The 
invafion of the Goths and Huns, which foon af- 
terwards fhook the foundations of the Roman 
empire , expofed the provinces of Afia to the 
arms of Sapor. But the declining age, and per- 
haps the infirmities, of the monarch, fuggefted 
new maxims of tranquillity and moderation. His 
death , which happened in the full maturity of a 
reign of feventy years, changed in a moment the 
court and councils of Perfia ; and their attention 
was moft probably engaged by domeftic troubles, 
and the diftant efforts of a Carmanian war ” T . 
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The remembrance of ancient injuries was Iod in 
the enjoyment of peace. The kingdoms of Ar- 
menia and Iberia were permitted, by the mutual, 
though tacit, confent of both empires , to refume 
their doubtful neutrality^ In the fird years of 
the reign of Theodoftu^; a Perfian embaffy ar- 
rived at Condantinople , to exctife the unjudifi- 
able meafures of, the former reign; and to offer, 
as the tribute of friendfhip , or even of refpedt, a 
fplendid prefent of gems, of filk , and of Indian 
elephants M \ 

In the general picture of the affairs of the Ead 
under the reign of Valens, the adventures of Para 
form one of the moll driking and fingular ob- 
jects. The noble youth , by the perfuafion of his 
mother Olympias, had efcaped through the Per- 
fian hod that befieged Artogeraffa , and implored 
the protection of the emperor of the Ead. By 
his timid councils, Para was alternately fupport- 
ed, and recalled , and reftored , dnd betrayed. 
The hopes of the Armenians were fometimes 
railed by tl\e prefence of their natural fovereign ; 
and the minifters of Valens were fatisfied, that 
they preferved the integrity of the public faith, 
if their vaffal was not fuffered to affume the 
diadem and title of King. But they foon repent- 
ed of their own rafhnefs. They were confounded 
by the reproaches and threats of the Perfian mo- 
narch. 1 hey found reafon to didrud the cruel 
and incondant temper of Para himfelf ; who 
facrificed, to the flighted fufpicions , the lives of 
his mod faithlul feryants ; and held a fecret and 
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difgraceful correfpondence with the aflaffin of 
his father, and the enemy of his country. Under 
the fpecious pretence of confulting with the em- 
peror on the fubject of their common intereft, 
Para was perfuaded to defcend from the moun- 
tains of Armenia , where his party was in arms, 
and to truft his independence and fafety to the 
difcretion of a perfidious court. The king of 
Armenia, for fuch he appeared in his own eyes 
and in thofe of his nation , was received with 
due honours by the governors of the provinces 
through which he paffed; but when he arrived 
at Tarfus in Cilicia, his progrefs was flopped 
under various pretences; his motions were watch- 
ed with refpedlful vigilance; and he gradually 
difcovered , that he was a prifoner in the hands 
of the Romans. Para fuppreffed his indignation 
diffembled his fears, and, after fecretly preparing 
his efcape, mounted on horfeback with three 
hundred of his faithfuL followers. The officer 
Rationed at the door of his apartment imme- 
diately communicated his flight to the confular 
of Cilicia , who overtook him in the fuburbs , 
and endeavoured, without fuccefs, to dihuade 
him from profecuting his rafli and dangerous 
defign. A legion was ordered to purfue the royal 
fugitive; but the purfuit of infantry could not 
be very alarming to a body of light cavalry ; and 
upon the firft cloud of arrows that was difcharged 
into the air, they retreated with precipitation to 
the gates of Tarfus. After an inceffant march of 
two days and two nights, Para and his Armenians 
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chap, reached the banks of the Euphrates ; but the 
• xxv. palTage of the river, which they were obliged to 
fwim , was attended with fome delay and fome 
lofs. The country was alarmed ; and the two 
roads, which were only feparated by an interval 
of three miles, had been occupied by a thoufand 
archers on horfeback, under the command of a 
count and a tribune. Para mud have yielded to 
fuperior force , if the accidental arrival of a friendly 
traveller had not revealed- the danger , and the 
means of efcape. A dark and almoft impervious 
path fecurely conveyed the Armenian troop 
through the thicket ; and Para had left behind 
him the count and the tribune, while they pa- 
tiently expe&ed his approach along the public 
highways. They returned to the Imperial court 
to excufe their want of diligence or fuccefs : and 
ferioufly alleged , that the king of Armenia , who 
was a fkilful magician , had transformed himfelf 
and his followers, and palled before their eyes 
under a borrowed lhape. After his return to his 
native kingdom , Para ftill continued to profefs 
himfelf the friend and ally of the Romans; but 
the Romans had injured him too deeply ever to 
forgive, and the fecret fentence of his death was 
figned in the council of Valens. The execution 
of the bloody deed was committed to the fubtle 
prudence of Count Trajan; and he had the merit 
of infinuating himfelf into the confidence of the 
credulous prince , that he might find an oppor- 
tunity of ftabbing him to the heart. Para was 
invited to a Roman banquet, which had been 

prepared 
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prepared with all the pomp and fenfuality of the 
Eail: the hall refounded with cheerful mufic , and 
the company was already heated with wine; whetl 
the count retired Ionian inftant, drew his fword, 
and gave the fignal of the murder. A robuft and 
defperate Barbarian inftantly rufhed on the king 
of Armenia, and though he bravely defended 
his life with the firft weapon that chance offered 
to his hand, the table of the Imperial general 
was ftained with the royal blood of a gueft, an*d 
an ally. Such were the weak and wicked maxims 
of the Roman adminiftration , that, to attain a 
doubtful objedt of political intereft, the laws of 
nations, and the facred rights of hofpitality, 
were inhumanly violated in the face of the 
world *’\ 

V. During a peaceful interval of thirty years, 
the Romans fecured their frontiers , and the Goths 
extended their dominions. The victories of the 
great Hermanric 140 , king of the Oftrogoths, and 
the molt noble of the race of the Arnali, have 
been compared, by the enthufiafm of his coun- 
trymen, to the exploits of Alexander: with this 
lingular, and .almoft incredible, difference, that 
the martial fpirit of the Gothic hero , inftead of 
being fupported by the vigour of youth , was 
difplayed with glory and fucce|fein the extreme 
period of human life; between the age of fourfcorC 
and one hundred and ten years. The independent 
tribes were perfuaded, or compelled, to acknow* 
ledge the*king of the Oflrogoths as the fovereigrt 
of the Gothic nation; the chiefs of the Vifigoths, 
Vol. IV. R 
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chap, or Thervingi , renounced the royal title, and 
xxv. aflumed the more humble appellation of Judges: 
and, among thofe judges, Athanaric, Fritigern, 
and Alavivus, were the moft illuftrious , by their 
perfonal merit, as well as by their vicinity to the 
Roman provinces. Thefe domeftic conquefts, 
which .increafed the military power of Hermanric, 
enlarged his ambitious defigns. He invaded the 
. adjacent countries of the North ; and twelve 
cbnfiderable nations, whofe names and limits 
cannot be accurately defined , fucceflively yielded 
to the fuperiority of the Gothic arms ,4 \ The 
Heruli , who inhabited the marlhy lands near the 
lake IYlaeotis , were renowned for their ft rength 
and agility; and the affiftance of their light in- 
fantry was eagerly folicited, and highly efteemed , 
in all the wars of the Barbarians. But the active 
fpirit of the Heruli was fubdued by the flow and 
fteady perfeverance of the Goths; and, after a 
bloody adtion , in which the king was flain , the 
remains of that warlike tribe became an ufeful 
acceflion to the camp of Hermanric. He then 
marched againft the Venedi; unfkilled in the ufe 
of arms, and formidable only by their numbers, 
which filled tlie wide extent of the plains of 
modern Poland. The victorious Goths , who were 
not. inferior in m^nbers , prevailed in the conteftj 
by the decifive advantages of exercife and difeipline. 
After the fubmiftion of the Venpdi , the conqueror 
advanced, without refiftance , as far as the confines 
of the iEftii ,42 j an ancient people, wWofe name 
is {till preferved in the province of Efthonia. 
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Thofe diftnnt inhabitants of the Baltic coaft were 
fppported by the labours of agriculture, enriched 
by the trade of anaber, and confecrated by the 
peculiar worfhip of the Mother of the Gods. But 
the fcarcity of iron obliged the iEltian warriors 
to content themfelves with wooden clubs; and 
the redudion of that wealthy country is afcribed 
to the prudence, rather than to the arms, of 
Hermanric. His dominions, which extended from 
the Danube to the Baltic , included the native 
feats, and the recent acquifitions , of the Goths; 
and he reigned over the greateft part of Germany 
and Scythia with, the authority of a conqueror, 
and fometimes with the cruelty of a tyrant. But 
he reigned over a part of the globe incapable of 
perpetuating and adorning the glory of its heroes; 
The name of Hermanric is almoft buried in 
oblivion ; his exploits are imperfedly known ; and 
the Romans themfelves appeared unconfcious of 
the progrefs of an afpiring power, which threatened 
the liberty of the North , and the peace of the 
empire I4! . 

The Goths had contracted an hereditary at- 
tachment for the Imperial houfe of Conftantine , 
of whofe power and liberality they had received 
fo many fignal proofs. They refpeded the public 
peace : and if an hoftile band fometimes prefumed 
to pafs the Roman limit, their irregular conduit 
was candidly afcribed to the ungovernable 
fpirit of the Barbarian youth. Their contempt 
for two new and obfcure princes , who had 
been railed to the throne by a popular eledion, 
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c H a i*. infpired the Goths with bolder hopes; and, while 
xxv. they agitated fome defign of marching their con- 
federate force under the national flandard 144 , 
they were eafily tempted to embrace the party of 
Procopius; and to foment, by their dangerous 
aid , the civil difeord of the Romans. The public 
treaty might, ftipulate no more than ten thoufand 
auxiliaries: but the defign was fo zealonfly 
adopted by the chiefs of the Vifigoths , that the 
army which palled the Danube amounted to the 
number of thirty thoufand myn I4S . They marched 
. with the proud confidence, that their invincible 
valour would decide the fate of the Roman 
empire; and the provinces of Thrace groaned 
under the weight of the Barbarians , who difplayed 
the infolence of maflers, and the licentioufnefs 
of enemies. But the intemperance which gratified 
their appetites , retarded their progrefs ; and before 
the Goths could receive any certain intelligence 
of the defeat and death of Procopius, they per- 
ceived, by the hoflile Hate of the country, that 
the civil and military powers were refumed by 
his fuccefsful rival. A chain of pods and fortifica- 
tions, fkilfully difpofed by Valens, or the gAierals 
of Valens, refilled their march, prevented their 
retreat, and intercepted their fubfillence. The 
fiercenef- of the Barbarians was tamed and fuf- 
pended by hunger: they indignantly threw down 
their arms at the feet of the conqueror, who 
offered them food and chains: the numerous 
captives were diftributed in all the cities of 
the Eaft; and the provincials, who were foon 
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familiarized with their favage appearance, ventur- 
ed , by degrees, to meafure their own ftrength 
with thefe formidable adverfaries , whofe name 
had fo long been the object of their terror. The 
king of Scythia (and Hermanric alone could deferve 
fo lofty a title ) was grieved and exafperated by 
this national calamity. His ambafTadors loudly 
complained, at the court of Valens, of the infrac- 
tion of the ancient and folemn alliance , which 
had fo long fubfifted between the Romans and 
the Goths. T hey alLeged , that they had fulfilled 
the duty of allies, by affifling the kinfman and 
fncceffor of the emperor Julian; they required the 
immediate reftitution of the noble captives; and 
they urged a very fingular claim, that the Gothic 
generals, marching in arms, and in hoflile array, 
were entitled to the facred character and privileges 
of ambafTadors. The decent,, but peremptory , 
refufal of thefe extravagant demands, was fignified 
to the Barbarians by Victor, matter-general of the 
cavalry; who exprelfed , with force and dignity, 
the juft complaints of the Emperor of the Eaft 
The negociation was interrupted ; and the manly 
* * exhortations of Vaientinian encouraged his timid 
brother to vindicate the infulted majefty of the 
empire , * 7 . 

The fplendour and magnitude of this Gothic 
war are celebrated by a contemporary hiftorian 1,1 : 
but the events fcarcely deferve the attention of 
pofterity, except as the preliminary fteps of the 
approaching decline and fall of the empire. InlTead 
of leading the nations of Germany and Scythia to 
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chap, the banks of the Danube, or even to the gates 
xxv, of Conftantinople, the aged monarch of the Goths 
refigned to the brave Athanaric the danger and 
glory of a defenfive war, again ft an enemy, who 
wielded with a feeble hand the powers of a 
mighty ftate. A bridge of boats was eftablilhed 
upon the Danube ; the prefence of Valens ani- 
mated his troops; and his ignorance of the art of 
war was compenfated by perfonal bravery , and 
a wife deference to the advice of Vidor and 
Arintheus, his mafters-general of the cavalry and 
infantry. The operations of the campaign were 
conduded by their flcill and experience; but they 
found it impoflible to drive the Vifigoths from 
their ftrong polls in the mountains : and the 

devaftation of the plains obliged the Romans 
themfelves to repafs the Danube on the approach 
of winter. The inceflant rains, which fwelled the 
waters of the river, produced a tacit fufpenfion 
of arms, and confined the emperor Valens, during 
the whole courfe of the enfuing fummer, to his 
camp of Marcianopolis. The third year of the 
war was more favourable to the Romans, and 
more pernicious to the Goths. The interruption 
of trade deprived the Barbarians of the objeds 
of luxury, which they already confounded with 
the neceffaries of life ; and the defolation of a 
very extenfive trad of country threatened them 
with the horrors of famine. Athanaric was pro-- 
voked, or compelled, to rifk a battle, which 
he loft, in the plains; and the purfuit was ren- 
dered more bloody by the cruel precaution of the 
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vidorious generals , who had promifed a large chap. 
reward for the head of every Goth, that was xxv. 
brought into the Imperial camp. The fubmiflion 
of the Barbarians appeafed the refentment of Valens 
and his council; the emperor liftened with fatisfac- 
tion to. the flattering and eloquent remonftrance 
of the fenate of Conftantinople, which affumed , 
for the firft time , a fhare in the public delibera- 
tions; and the fame generals, Victor and Arin- 
theus, who had fuccefsfnlly directed the condud 
of the war , were empowered to regulate tire 
conditions of peace. The freedom of trade, which 
the Goths had hitherto enjoyed, was reftrided to 
two cities on the Danube; the raflinefs of their 
leaders was feverely punifhed by the fuppreflion 
of their penfions and fubfidies; and the exception 
which was ftipulated in favour of Athanaric 
alone, was more advantageous than honourable 
to the Judge of the Vifieoths. Athanaric, who, 
on this occafion , appears to have confulted his 
private intereff, without expeding the orders of 
his fovereign , fupported his own dignity, and that 
of his tribe, in the perfonal interview which was 
propofed by the minifters of Valens. He perfifted 
in his declaration, that it was impoflible for him, 
without incurring the guilt of perjury, ever to 
fet his foot on’the territory of the empire; and it 
is more than probable , that his regard for the 
fandity of an oath was confirmed by the recent 
and fatal examples of Roman treachery. The 
Danube , which feparated the dominions of the , 

two independent nations, was chofen for the fcene 
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of the conference. The Emperor of the Eaft, and 
the judge of the Vifigoths , accompanied by an 
equal number of armed followers , advanced in their 
refpedtive barges to the middle of the ftream. After 
the ratification of the treaty, and the delivery of 
hoftages , Valens returned in triumph to Conftan- 
tinople ; and the Goths remained in a flate of 
tranquillity about fix years; till they were violently 
impelled againft the Roman empire, by an innu- 
merable hoft of Scythians , who appeared to iffue 
from the frozen regions of the North M5 . 

The Emperor of the Weft, who had refigned ‘ 
to his brother the command of the Lower Danube, 
referved for his immediate care the defence of the 
Rhaetian and Illyrian provinces , which fpread fo 
many hundred miles along the greateft of the 
European rivers, The adtive policy of Valentinian 
was continually employed in adding new fortifi- 
cations to the fecurity of the frontier; but the 
abufe of this policy provoked the juft refentment 
of the Barbarians. The Quadi complained , that 
the ground for an intended fortrefs had been 
marked out on their territories; and their com- 
plaints were urged with fo much reafon and 
moderation, that Equitius , mafter - general of 
Illyricum , confented to fufpend the profecution 
of the work , till he fhould be* more clearly 
informed of the will of his fovereign. This fair 
occafion of injuring a rival, and of advancing the 
fortune of his fon , was eagerly embraced by the 
inhuman Maximin, the pnefedt , or rather tyrant, 
of Gaul. The paftions of Valentinian were impatient 
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of contronl ; and he creduloufly liftened to the 
affurances of his favourite, that if the government 
of Valeria, and the direction of the work, were 
entrufted to the zeal of his fon Marcellinus, the 
emperor fliould no longer be importuned with 
the audacious re m on (trances of the Barbarians. 
The fubjects of Rome , and the natives of Ger- 
many, were infulted by the arrogance of a young 
and worthlefs minifter , who confidered his rapid 
elevation as the proof and reward of his fuperior 
merit. He affected , however, to receive the modeft 
■application of Gabinius, king of the Ouadi, with 
fome attention and regard: but this artful civility 
concealed a dark and bloody defign , and the 
credulous prince was perfuaded to accept the 
preffing invitation of Marcellinus. I am at a lofs 
how to vary the narrative of fimilar crimes ; or 
how to relate, that in the courfe of the fame 
year, but in remote parts of the empire, the 
inhofpitable table of two Imperial generals was 
ftained with the royal blood of two guefts and 
allies, inhumanly murdered by their order, and in 
their prefence. Thefate of Gabinius, and of Para, 
was the fame : but the cruel death of their fove- 
reign was refented in a very different manner by 
the fervile temper of the Armenians , and the free 
and daring fpirit of the Germans. The Quadi were 
much declined from that formidable power, which, 
in the time of Marcus Antoninus , had fpread 
terror to the gates of Rome. But they flill poireffed 
arms and courage; their courage was animated by 
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h a defpair, and they obtained the ufual reinforcement 
xxv. of the cavalry of their Sarmatian allies. So im- 
provident was the a {Tallin IVlarcellinus , that he 
chofe the moment when the braved veterans had 
been drawn away , to fupprefs the revolt of 
Firmus; and the whole province was expofed , 
with a very feeble defence, to the rage of the 
exafperated Barbarians. They invaded Fannonia 
in the feafon of harved; unmercifully dedroyed 
every object; of plunder which they could not 
eafily tranfport ; apd either difregarded, or demo- 
lifhed , the empty fortilications. The princefs 
Condantia, the daughter of the emperor Condan- 
tius, and the grand -daughter of the great Con- 
dantine, very narrowly efcaped. That royal maid, 
who had innocently fupported the revolt of Pro- 
copius, was now the dedined wife of the heir 
of the Wedern empire. She traverfed the peaceful 
province with a fplendid and unarmed train. Her 
perfon was faved from danger , and the republic 
from difgrace , by the adtive zeal of Medal a, 
governor of the provinces. As foon as he was 
informed that the village, where fhe dopped only 
to dine, was almod encompafled by the Barbarians, 
he hadily placed her in his own chariot , and 
drove full fpeed till he reached the gates of 
Sirmium , which were at the didance of fix and 
twenty miles. Even Sirmium might not have been 
fecure, if the Quadi and Sarmatians had diligently 
advanced during the general condernation of the 
magidrates and people. Their delay allowed Probus, 
the Praetorian praefedt , fufficient time to recover 
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his own fpirits, and to revive the courage of the 
citizens. He fkilfully diredted their ftrenuous efforts 
to repair and ftrengthen the decayed fortifications; 
and procured the feafonable and effe&ual affiftance 
of a company of archers, to protedl the capital 
of the Illyrian provinces. Difappointed in their 
attempts againft the walls of Sirmium , the in- 
dignant Barbarians turned their arms againft the 
mafter- general of the frontier, to whom they 
unjuftly attributed the murder of their king. 
Equitius could bring into the field no more than 
two legions ; but they contained the veteran 
ftrength of the Mtefian and Pannonian bands. 
The obftinacy with which they difputed the vain 
honours of rank and precedency , was the caufe 
of their deftrudtion ; and , while they a&ed with 
feparate forces and divided councils , they were 
furprifed and flaughtered by the acftive vigour of 
the Sarmatian horfe. The fuccefs of this invafion 
provoked the emulation of the bordering tribes ; 
and the province of Mxfia would infallibly have 
been loft, if young Theodofius , the duke, or 
military commander , of the frontier , had not 
fignalifed, in the defeat of the public enemy, an 
intrepid genius, worthy of his illuftrious father, 
and of his future greatnefs M \ 

The mind of Valentinian, who then refided at 
Treves, was deeply affe&ed by the calamities of 
Ulyricum ; but the latenefs of the feafon fuf- 
pended the execution of his defigns till the en- 
fuing fpring. He marched in perfon , with a 
confiderable part of the forces of Gaul, from the 
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c H a r. banks of the IYlofelle: and to the fuppliant am- 
xxv. bafTadnrs of the Sarmatians , who met him on the 
way, he returned a doubtful anfwer, that, asfoon 
as he reached the fcene of action , he fhould 
examine, and pronounce. When he arrived at 
Sirmium, he gave audience to the deputies of the 
Illyrian provinces ; who loudly congratulated 
their own felicity under the aufpicious govern- 
ment of Probus , his Praetorian praefedt ,5 ‘. Va- 
lentinian , who was flattered by thefe demonftra- 
tions of their loyalty and gratitude, imprudently 
afked the deputy of Epirus, a Cynic philofopher 
of intrepid fincerity 1,1 , whether he was freely 
fent by the wilhes of the province ? “ With 

“ tears and groans am I fent (-replied Iphicles) 
C£ by a reluctant people.” The emperor paufed: 
but the impunity of his minifters cltablifhed the 
pernicious maxim, that they might opprefs his 
fubje&s , without injuring his fervice. A ftricl 
inquiry into their conduct W'ould have relieved 
the public difcontent. The fevere condemnation 
of the murder of Gabinius , was the only mea- 
fure which could reflore the confidence of the 
Germans , and vindicate the honour of the Roman 
name. But the haughty monarch was incapable 
of the magnanimity which dares to acknowledge 
a fault. He forgot the provocation , remembered 
only the iniury, and advanced into the country 
of the Quadi with an infatiate thirft of blood and 
revenge. The extreme devaflation , and promif- 
cuous mafiacre, ( of a favage war, were juftified , 
in the eyes of the emperor, and perhaps in thofe 
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of the world , by the cruel equity of retaliation : chap. 
and fuch was the difeipline of the Romans, and xxv. 
the condernation of the enemy, that Valentinian 
repaffed the Danube without the lofs of a fmgle 
man. As he had refolved to complete the dedruc- 
tion of the Quadi by a fecond campaign , he fixed 
his winter-quarters at Bregetio , on the Danube, 
near the Hungarian city of Prefburgh. Whde the 
operations of war were fufpended by the feverity 
of the weather, theQuadi made an humbleattempt 
to deprecate the wrath of their conqueror; and, 
at the earned perfuafion of Equitius , their am- 
baffadors were introduced into the Imperial council. 

They approached the throne with bended bodies, 
and dejedfed countenances; and, without daring 
to complain of the murder of their king, they 
affirmed, with folemn oaths, that the late invafion 
was the crime of fonie irregular robbers , which 
the public council of the nation condemned and 
abhorred. The anfwer of the emperor left them 
but little to hope from his clemency or cumpaffion. 

He reviled, in tlie mod intemperate language, 
their bafenefs , their ingratitude, theii infolence. — . 

His eyes, his voice, his colour, his gedures, 
exprelfed the violence of his ungoverned fury* 
and, while his whole frame was agitated with 
convulfive pa Hi on , a large blood-vedel fuddenly 
burd in his body; and Valentinian fell fpeechlefs 
into the arms of his attendants. Their pious care 
immediately concealed his fituation from the 
crowd: but, in a few minutes, the emperor of .md death, of 
the Wed expired in an agony of pain, retaining Valentinian. 
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his fenfes till the lad; and ftruggling, without 
fuccefs, to declare his intentions to the generals 
and miniders, who furrounded the royal couch. 
Valentinian was about fify-four years of age; and 
he wanted only one hundred days to accomplilli 
the twelve years of his reign 

The polygamy of Valentinian is ferioufly at- 
teded by an ecclefiadical hiftorian “ The 

“ emprefs Severa (I relate the fable) admitted 
“ into her familiar fociety the lovely Judina , 
u the daughter of an Italian governor : her ad- 
cc miration of thofe naked charms , which fhe 
tc had often feen in the bath , was expreffed with 
“ fuch lavilh and imprudent praife, that the 
tc emperor was tempted to introduce a fecond 
<c wife into his bed; and his public editd ex- 
<c tended to all the fubjedls of the empire , the 
tc fame domedic privilege , which he had affumed 
£c for himfelf. ” But we may be allured, from 
the evidence of reafon, as well ashiftory, that the 
two marriages of Valentinian, with Severa, and 
with Judina, were fuccefjively ct)ntra<ded ; and that 
he ufed the ancient permiffion of divorce , which 
was dill allowed by the laws , though it was 
condemned by the church. Severa was the mother 
of Gratian, who feemed to unite every claim 
which could entitle him to the undoubted fuccedion 
of the Weftern empire. He was the elded fon of 
a monarch , whofe glorious reign had confirmed 
the free and honourable choice of his fellow-foldiers 
Before he had attained the ninth year of his age, 
the royal youth received from the hands of his 
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indulgent father the purple robe and diadem , with chap. 
the title of Auguflus: the ele&ion was folemnly xxv. 
ratified by the confent and applaufc of the armies 
of Gaul and the name of Gratian was added 
to the names of Valentinian and Valens, in all 
the legal tranfadions of the Roman government. 

By his marriage with the grand-daughter of Con- 
ftantine, the fon of Valentinian acquired all the 
hereditary rights of the Flavian family; which, 
in a feries of three Imperial generations, were 
fandified by time, religion, and the reverence of 
the people. At the death of his father, the royal 
youth was in the feventeenth year of his age; 
and his virtues already juftified the favourable 
opinion of the army and people. But Gratian 
refided , without apprehenfion , in the palace of 
Treves; whilft, at the diftance of many hundred 
miles, Valentinian fuddenly expired in the camp 
of Bregetio. The paflfions, which had been fo long 
fupprefled by the prefence of a matter, immediately 
revived in the Imperial council; and the ambitious 
defign of reigning in the name of an infant, was 
artfully executed by Mellobaudes and Equitius, 
who commanded the attachment of the Illyrian 
and Italian bands. They contrived the moft ho- 
nourable pretences to remove the popular leaders, 
and the troops of Gaul, who might have aflerted 
the claims of the lawful fucceffor: they fuggefted 
the neceffity of extinguilhing the hopes of foreign 
and domeflic enemies , by a bold and decifive t 

meafure. The emprefs .luftina, who had been left 
in a palace about one hundred miles from Bregetio, 
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was refpe&fully invited to appear in the camp* 
with the fon of the deceafed emperor. On the 
fixth day after the death of Valentinian, the infant 
prince of the fame name , who was only four years 
old, was fhewn, in the arms of his mother, to 
the legions ; and folemnly inverted, by military 
acclamation , with the titles and enfigns of fupreme 
power. The impending dangers of a civil war were 
feafonably prevented by the wife and moderate 
condudt of the emperor Gratian. He cheerfully 
accepted the choice of the army , declared , that 
he fhould always confider the fon of Juftina as a 
brother, not as a rival; and advifed the emprefs, 
with her fon Valentinian, to fix their refidence 
at Milan, in the fair and peaceful province of 
Italy; while he afTumed the more arduous command 
of the countries beyond the Alps. Gratian dilTem- 
bled his refentment till he could fafely punifh, 
or difgrace, the authors of the confpiracy; and 
though he uniformly behaved with tendernefs and 
regard to his infant colleague, he gradually con- 
founded, in the adminiftration. of the Weftern 
empire, the office of a guardian with the authority 
of a fovereign. The government of the Roman 
world was exercifed in the united names of Valens 
and his two nephews ; but the feeble Emperor of 
the Eaft , who fucceeded to the rank of his elder 
brother, never obtained any weight or influence 
in the councils of the Weft 
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Succefs. — Peace and Settlement of the Goths. 


In the fecond year of the reign of Valentinian 
and Valens , on the morning of the twenty- 
fir ft day of July , the greateft part of the Roman 
world was fliaken by a violent and deftrueftive 
earthquake. The impreflion was communicated 
to the waters; the (bores of the Mediterranean 
were left dry, by the fudden retreat of the fea; 
great quantities of fifh were caught with the hand; 
large vefTels were Branded on the mud ; and a 
‘curious fpedlator ' amufed his eye, or rather his 
fancy, by contemplating the various appearance 
of vallies and mountains , which had never, fince 
the formation of the globe, been expofed to the 
fun. • But the tide foon returned, with the weight 
of'an immenfe and irrefiftible deluge, which was 
feverely felt on the coafts of Sicily, pf Dalmatia, 
of Greece, and of Egypt: large boats were tranf- 
ported , and lodged on the roofs of houfes, or 
Vol. IV. S 
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chap. a>. the diftance of two miles from the Ihore; the 
xxvi. people, with their habitations, were fwept away 
by the waters; and the city of Alexandria an- 
nually commemorated the fatal day, on which 
fifty thoufand perfons had loft their lives in the 
inundation. This calamity, the report of which 
was magnified from one province to another, 
aftonilhed and terrified the fubje&s of Rome , 
and their ’affrighted imagination enlarged the 
real extent of a momentary evil. They recol- 
leded the preceding earthquakes , which had fub- 
verted the cities of Paleftine and Bithynia: they 

confidered thefe alarming ftrokes as the prelude 
only of ftill more dreadful calamities, and their 
fearful vanity was difpofed to confound the fym- 
ptoms of a declining empire , and a finking world *. 
It was the fafbion of the times, to attribute 
every remarkable event to the particular will of 
the Deity; the alterations of nature were con- 
nected, by an invifible chain, with the moral and 
metaphyfical opinions of the human mind ; and 
the moft fagacious divines could diftinguilh , 
according to the colour of their refpe&ive pre- 
judices , that the eftablifhment of herefy tended to 
produce an earthquake ; or that a deluge was the 
inevitable confequence of the progrefs of fin and 
error. Without prefuming to difeufs the truth 
- or propriety of thefe lofty fpeculations, the hif- 

torian may content himfelf with an obfervati^n, 
which feems to be juftified by experience, that 
man has much more to fear from the pafifions of 
his fellow -creatures , than from the convulfibns 
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of the elements The mifchievous effe&s of an 
earthquake, or deluge, a hurricane, or the eruption 
of a volcano , bear a very inconfiderable propor* 
tion to the ordinary calamities of war ; as they 
are now moderated by the prudence or humanity 
of the princes oj Europe, who amufe their own 
leifure, and exercife the courage of their fubjedts, 
in the practice of the military art. But the laws 
and manners of modern nations protedt the Jafety 
and freedom of the vanquifhed foldier; and the 
peaceful citizen has feldom reafon to complain, 
that his life, or even his fortune, is expofed to 
the rage of war. In the difaftrous period of 
the fall of the Roman empire, which may juftly 
be dated from the reign of Valens , the happinefs 
and fecurity of each individual were perfonally 
attacked; and the arts and labours of ages were 
rudely defaced by the Barbarians of Scythia and 
Germany. The invafion of the Huns precipitated 
on the provinces of the Weft the Gothic nation, 
which advanced , in lefs than forty years , from 
the Danube to the Atlantic, and opened a way, 
by the fuccefs of their arms, to the inroads of fo 
many hoftile tribes, more favage than themfelves. 
The original principle of motion was conceafed in 
the remote countries of the North ; and the 
curious obfervation of the paftoral life of the 
Scythians 4 , or Tartars ’, will illuftrate the latent 
caufe of thefe deftrutftive emigrations. 

The different characters that mark the civililed 
nations of the globe, may be aferibed to the ufe, 
and the abufe , of reafon ; which fo varioufiy 
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c H a P. fliapes , and fo artificially cotmpofes , the manners 
:ixvi. and opinions of an European , or a Chinefe. 
But the operation of inftinCt is more fure and 
fimple than that of reafon : it is much eafier to 
afcertain the appetites of a quadruped , than the 
fpeculations of a philofopher ; and the favage 
tribes of mankind, as they approach nearer to 
the condition of animals , preferve a ftronger 
refemblance to themfelves and to each other. 
The uniform {lability of their manners , is the 
natural confequence #f the imperfection of their 
faculties. Reduced to a fimilar fituation , then- 
wants, their defires, their enjoyments, (till con- 
tinue the fame : and the influence of food or 
climate , which , in a more improved ftate of 
fociety, is fufpended, or fubdued, by fo many 
moral caufes , mod powerfully contributes to 
form , and to maintain , the national character of 
Barbarians. In every age,' the immenfe plains of 
Scythia , or Tartary , have been inhabited by 
vagrant tribes of hunters and fliepherds, whofe 
indolence refufes to cultivate the earth , and 
whofe reftlefs fpirit difdains the confinement of a 
fedentary life. In every age, the Scythians, and 
Tartars, have been renowned for their invincible 
courage , and rapid conquefts. The thrones of 
AGa have been repeatedly overturned by the 
fliepherds of the North ; and their arms have 
fpread terror and devaftation over the moll; 
fertile and warlike countries of Europe * . On this 
occafion, as well as on many others, the fober 
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hiftorian is forcibly awakened from a plgafing chap, 
vifion ; and is compelled, with fome reluctanfce , xxvi. 
to confefs, that the paftoral manners, which have 
been adorned with the faireft attributes of peace 
and innocence, are much better adapted to the 
fierce and cruel habits of a military life. To 
illuftrate this obfervation, I fliall now proceed to 
confider a nation of fhepherds and of warriors, 
in the three important articles of, I. Their diet; 

II. Their habitation ; and , III. Their exercifes. 

The narratives of antiquity are juftified by the 
experience of modern times 7 , and the banks of 
the Boryflhenes, of the Volga, or of the Selinga , 
will indifferently prefent the -fame uniform fpec- 
tacle of fimilar and native manners \ 

I. The corn, or even the rice, which confti- D>«. 
tutes the ordinary and wholefome food of a civil- 
fled people, can be obtained only by the patient 
toil of the hufbandman. Some of the happy 
favages, who dwell between the tropics, are 
plentifully nourilhed by the liberality of nature; 
but in the climates of the North, a nation of 
fhepherds is reduced to their flocks and herds. 

The fkilfu 1 practitioners of the medical art will 
determine ( if they are able to determine ) how far 
the temper of the human mind may be affected 
by the ufe of animal , or of vegetable, food; and 
whether the common affociation of carnivorous 
and cruel , deferves to be confidered in any other 
light than that of an innocent, perhaps a falutary , 
prejudice of humanity \ Yet if it be true, that 
the fentiment of compaflion is imperceptibly 
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weakened by the fight aod pradice of domeftic 
cruelty, we may obferve , that the horrid objeds 
which are difguifed by the arts of European 
refinement, are exhibited in their naked and 
moft difgufting fimplicity , in- the tent of a 
Tartarian fbepherd. The ox, or the Iheep , are 
flaughtered by the fame hand from which they 
were accuftomed to receive their dailv food; and 
the bleeding limbs are ferved, with very little 
preparation , on the table of their unfeeling mur- 
derer. In the military profelfion, and efpecially 
in the condud of a numerous army the exclufive 
ufe of animal food appears to be produdive of 
the moft folid advantages. Corn is a bulky and 
perilhable commodity; and the large magazines, 
which are indifpenfably neceffary for the fubfift- 
ence of our troops, muft be fiowly tranfportcd by 
the labour of men, or horfes. But the flocks 
and herds , which accompany the march of the 
Tartars, afford a fure and encreafing fupply of 
flefh and milk: in the far greater part of the 

uncultivated wafte , the vegetation of the grafs is 
quick and luxuriant; and there are few places 
fo extremely barren , that the hardy cattle of the 
North cannot find fome tolerable pafture. The 
fupply is multiplied and prolonged , by the un- 
diftinguifhing appetite , and patient abftinence , 
of the Tartars. They indifferently feed on the 
fleflj of thofe animals tha^t have been killed for 
the table, or have died of difeafe. Horfe-flefb, 
which in every age and country has been pro- 
feribed by the civilifed nations of Europe and 
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Afia, they devour with peculiar greedinefs; and 
this Angular tafte facilitates the fuccefs of their 
military operations. The adive cavalry of Scythia 
is always followed • in their molt diflant and 
rapid incurfions, by an adequate number of fpare 
horfes, who may be occafionally ufed , cither to 
redouble the fpeed, or to fatisfy the hunger, of 
the Barbarians. Many ite the refources of courage 
and poverty. When the forage round a camp of 
Tartars is almoft confumed , they {laughter the 
greateft part of their cattle, and preferve the flefh, 
either fmolced, or dried in the fun. On the /fudden 
emergency of a hafty march, they provide tbem- 
felves with a fufficient quantity of little balls of 
cheefe, or rather of hard curd, which they 
occafionally Kliffolve in water ; and this unfub- 
ftantial diet will fupport, for many days, the life, 
and even the fpirits, of the patient warrior. But 
this extraordinary abftinence, which the Stoic 
would approve, and the hermit might envy, is 
commonly fucceeded by the moft voracious indul- 
gence yf appetite. The wines of a happier climate 
are die moft grateful prefent, or the moft valuable 
commodity, that can be offered to the Tartars; 
and the only example of their induftry teems to 
confifl: in the art of extrading from mare's milk 
a fermented liquor, which podeffes a very ftrong 
power of intoxication. Like the animals of prey, 
the favages , both of the old and new world , 
experience the alternate vicillitudcs of famine and 
plenty; and their ftomach is inured to fuftain, 
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chap, without much inconvenience, the oppofite ex* 
xxvi. tremes of hunger anclj of intemperance. 

Habitations. II. In the ages of ruftic and martial fimplicity, a 
people of foldiers and hufbandmen are difperfed 
over the face of an extenfive and cultivated 
country ; and fome time muffc elapfe before the 
warlike youth of Greece o>4taly could be affem- 
bled under the fame ftaildard, either to defend 
their own confines, or to invade the territories of 
the adjacent tribes. The progrefs of manufactures 
and commerce infenfibly collects a large multitude 
within the walls of a city ; but thefe citizens are 
no longer foldiers ; and the arts which adorn and 
improve the ftate of civil fociety , corrupt the 
habits of the military life. The paftoral manners 
of the Scythians feern to unite the different 
advantages of fimplicity and refinement. The 
individuals of the fame tribe are conftantly affem- 
bled , but they are affembled in a camp; and the 
native fpirit of thefe dauntlefs fhepherds is animat- 
ed ,by mutual fupport and emulation. The houfes 
of the Tartars are no more than fmall tents, of 
an oval form, which afford a cold and dirty 
habitation , for the promifeuous youth of both 
fexes. The palaces of the rich confift of wooden 
huts, of fuch a fize that they may be conveni- 
ently fixed on large waggons , and drawn by a 
team perhaps of twenty or thirty oxen. The 
flocks and herds , after grazing all day in the 
adjacent paflures, retire, on the approach of night; 
within the protection of the camp. The neceflity 
of preventing the molt mifehievous confufion , in 
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fuch a perpetual concourfe of men and animals , 
mull gradually introduce , in the didribution , 
the order, and the guard, of the encampment, 
the rudiments of the military art. As foon as 
the forage of a certain didridt is confumed , the 
tribe, or rather army, of fhepherds , makes a 
regular march to fome frefh padures; and thus 
acquires, in the ordinary occupations of the 
padoral life , the practical knowledge of one of 
the mod important and difficult operations of 
war. The choice of dations is regulated by the 
difference of the feafons : in the fummer , the 

Tartars advance towards the North , and pitch 
their tents on the banks of a river, or, at leaft, 
in the neighbourhood of a running dream. But in 
the winter they return to the South, and fhelter 
their camp , behind fome convenient eminence , 
againd the winds , which are chilled in their 
p adage over the bleak and icy regions of Siberia. 

• Thefe manners are admirably adapted to diffufe , 
among the wandering tribes, the fpirit of emigra- 
tion and conqued. The connexion between the 
people and their territory is of fo frail a texture, 
that it may be broken by the flighted accident. 
7 he camp, and not the foil, is the native country 
of the genuine Tartar. Within the precindts of 
that camp , his family, his companions, his 
property are always included; and, in the mod 
didant marches , he is ftill furrounded by thp 
objedts which are dear, or valuable, or familiar 
in his eyes. The third of rapine, the fear, or 
the > refer. tment of injury , the impatience of 


1 


H 4 P» 
XXVI. 


Digitized by Google 



V 

£ H A P 

XXVI. 


Excrcifes. 


382 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

\ 

Servitude, have, in every, age, been Sufficient 
caufes to urge the tribes of Scythia boldly to 
advance into fome unknown countries , where 
they might hope to find a more plentiful fubfift- 
ence, or a lefs formidable enemy. The revolutions 
of the North have frequently determined the 
fate of the South ; and in the conflid of hoftile 
nations , the vidor and the vanquished have 
alternately drove , and been driven , from the 
confines of China to thofe of Germany io . Thefe 
great emigrations , which have been fometimes 
executed with almoft incredible diligence, were 
rendered more eafy by the peculiar nature of 
the climate. It is well known, that the cold of 
Tartary is much more fevere than in the midffc 
of the temperate zone might reafonably be 
expeded : this uncommon rigour is attributed to 
the height of the plains , which rife , efpecially 
towards the Eaft , more than half a mile above 
the level of the fea ; and to the quantity of • 
falpetre, with which the foil is deeply impreg- 
nated “. In the winter - feafon , the broad and 
rapid rivers , that difcharge their waters into the 
Euxine, the Cafpian, or the Icy Sea, are ftrongly 
frozen ; the fields are covered with a bed of 
fnow; and the fugitive, or victorious, tribes may 
fecurely traverfe, with their families, their wag- 
gons , and their cattle , the fmooth and hard 
iurface of an immenfe plain. 

Ilf. The paftoral life, compared with the labours 
of agriculture and manufactures, is undoubtedly 
a life of idlenefs; and as the mod honourable 
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fhepherds of the Tartar race devolve on their cap- 
tives the domeftic management of the cattle , their 
own leifure is feldom diflurbed by any fervile and 
afliduous cares; but this leifure, inftead of being 
devoted to the foft enjoyments of love and 
harmony, is ufefully fpent in the violent and 
fanguinary exercife of the chace. The plains of 
Tartary are filled with a flrong and ferviceable 
breed of horfes, which are eafily trained for the 
purpofes of war and hunting. The Scythians of 
every age have been celebrated as bold and fkilful 
riders : and conftant pra&ice had feated them fo 
firmly on horfeback , that they were fuppofed by 
ftrangers to perform the ordinary duties of civil 
life, to eat, to drink, and even to fleep, without 
demounting from their {feeds. They excel in the 
dexterous management of the lance ; the long Tar- 
tar bow is drawn with a nervous arm; and the 
weighty arrow is directed to its objetd with uner- 
ring aim , and irrefiftible force. Thefe arrows are 
often pointed again (1 the harmlcfs animals of the 
defert, which increafe and multiply in the abfence 
of their moll formidable enemy ; the hare , the goat , 
the roebuck, the fallow-deer, the flag, the elk, 
and the antelope. The vigour and patience both of 
the men and horfes are continually exercifed by 
the fatigues of the chace; and the plentiful fupply 
of game contributes to the fubfiftcnce , and even 
luxury, of a Tartar camp. But the exploits of the 
hunters of Scythia are not confined to the deftruc- 
tion of thmid or innoxious beads; they boldly 
encounter the angry wild-boar, when he turns 
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chap, againft hispurfuers, excite the fluggilh courage of 
xxvi. the bear, and provoke the fury of the tyger, as 
he flumbers in the thicket. Where there is danger 
there may be glory: and the mode of hunting, 
which opens the faireft field to the exertions of 
valour, may juftly be confidered as the image, 
and as the fchool , of war. The general hunting- 
matches, the pride and delight of the Tartar prin- 
ces , compofe an inftrudtive exercife for their 
numerous cavalry. A circle is drawn , of many 
miles in circumference, to encompafs the game 
of an extenfive diftricl; and the troops that form 
the circle regularly advance towards a common 
centre; where the captive animals, furrounded on 
every fide , are abandoned to the darts of the 
hunters. In this march, w,hich frequently continues 
many days, the cavalry are obliged to climb the 
\ - hills, to fwim the rivers , and to wind through 

the vallies , without interrupting the prefcribed 
order of their gradual progrefs. They acquire the 
habit of directing their eye, and their fteps , to a 
remote object ; of preferving their intervals ; of 
fufpending, or accelerating , their pace, according 
to the motions of the troops on their right and 
" left; and of watching and ' repeating the fignals 
of their leaders. Their leaders ftudy, in this 
practical fchool, the mod important leffon of the 
military art; the prompt and accurate judgment 
of ground, of diftance , and of time. To employ 
againft a human enemy. the fame patience and 
valour , the fame fkill and difcipline , is the only 
alteration which is required in real war; and the 
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amufements of the chace ferve as a prelude to the 
conqueft of an empire 

The political fociety of the ancient Germans 
has the appearance of a voluntary alliance of 
independent warriors. The tribes of Scythia , 
diftinguilbed by the modern appellation of Hords, 
afiume the form of a numerous and increafing 
family; which, in the courfe of fucceflive gene- 
rations , has been propagated from the fame 
original Bock. The meaneft , and mod ignorant , 
of the Tartars , preferve , with confcious pride , 
the ineBimable treafure of their genealogy; and 
whatever diBindions of rank may have been 
introduced, by the unequal diftribution of paBoral 
wealth, they mutually refped themfelves, and 
each Other, as the defcendants of the firB founder 
of the tribe. The cuBom, which Bill prevails, 
of adopting the braveB, and moB faithful, of 
the captives, may countenance the very probable 
fufpicion , that this extenfive confanguinity is* 
in a great meafure , legal and fiditious. But the 
nfeful prejudice, which has obtained the fandion 
of time and opinion , produces the effeds of 
truth; the haughty Barbarians yield a cheerful 
and voluntary obedience to the head of their 
blood; and their chief, or murfa, as the repre- 
fentative of their great father , exercifes the 
authority of a judge, in peace, and of a leader, in 
war. In the original Bate of the pafloral world, 
each of the mur/as ( if we may continue to life a 
modern appellation ) aded as the independent 
chief of a large and fcparate family ; and the 
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s h a p. limits of their peculiar territories were gradually 
xxvx.. fixed, by fuperior force, or mutual content. But 
the conftant operation of various and permanent 
caufes contributed to unite the vagrant Holds 
into national communities , under the command 
of a fupreme head. The weak were defirous of 
fupport, and the ftrong were ambitious of domi- 
nion ; the power, which is the refult of union, 
oppreflcd and collected the divided forces of the 
adjacent tribes ; and, as the vanquifhed were freely 
admitted to fliare the advantages of vidlory, 
the mod valiant chiefs liaftened to range them- 
felves, and their followers, under the formidable 
ftandard of a confederate nation. The moft 
fuccefsful trf the Tartar princes affumcd the 
military command , to which he was entitled by 
the fuperiority, either of merit , or of power. 
He was raifed to the throne by the acclamations 
of his equals; and the title of Khan exprefi'es , in 
, the language of the North of Afia , the full 
extent of the regal dignity. The right of heredi- 
tary fucceffion was long confined to the blood 
of the founder of the monarchy ; and at this 
moment all the Khans, who reign from "Crimea 
to the wall of China, are the lineal defendants of 
the renowned Zingis But, as it is the indif- 
penfable duty of a Tartar fovereign to lead bis 
warlike fubjedls into the field, the claims of an 
infant are often difregarded ; and fome royal 
kinfman , diftinguifhed by his age and valour, 
is entrufled with the fword and feeptre of his 
predeedfor. Two difUndt and regular taxes arc 
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levied on the tribes , to fupport the dignity of chat. 
their national monarch , and of their peculiar xxvl 
chief; and each of thofe contributions amounts 
to the tithe, both of their property, and of their 
fpoil. A Tartar fovereign enjoys the tenth part 
of the wealth of his people; and as his own 
domfjftic riches of flocks and herds increafe in a 
much larger proportion , he is able plentifully to 
maintain the ruftic fplendour of his court, to 
reward the moft deferving, or the mod favoured, 
of his followers , and to obtain , from the gentle 
influence of corruption, the obedience, which 
might be fometimes refufed to the ftern mandates 
of authority. The manners of his fubjeds, ac- 
cu domed , like himfelf, to blood and rapine, 
might excufe, in their eyes, fuch partial ads of 
tyranny, as would excite the horror of a civilifed 
people ; but the power of a defpot has never 
been acknowledged in the deferts of Scythia. 

The immediate jurifdidion of the Khan is con- 
fined within the limits of his own tribe; and the 
exfcrcife of his royal prerogative has been mode- 
rated by the ancient inftitntion of a national 
council. The Coroultai 14 , or Diet, of the Tar- 
tars, was regularly held in the fpring and autumn , 
in the midft of a plain ; where the princes of the 
reigning family, and the murfas of the refpedivc 
tribes, may conveniently aflemble on horfeback, 
with their martial and numerous trains; and the 
ambitious monarch , who reviewed the Are ngth , 
muff confuit the inclination , of an armed peo- 
ple. The rudiments of a feudal government may 
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be difcovered in the conftitution of the Scythian 
or Tartar nations; but the perpetual conflict of 
thofe hoftile nations has fometimes terminated in 
the eftablifhment of a powerful and defpotic 
empire. The victor, enriched by the tribute, 
and fortified by the arms , of dependent kings , 
has fpread his conquefts over Europe or Alia : 
the fuccefsful fhcpherds of the North have fub- 
mitted to the confinement of arts , of laws , and 
of cities; and the introduction of luxury, after 
deftroying the freedom of the people , has under- 
mined the foundations of the throne 

The memory of part events cannot long be 
preferved , in the frequent and remote emigra- 
tions of illiterate Barbarians. The modern Tar- 
tars arc ignorant of the conquefts of their an- 
ceftors “; and our knowledge of the hiftory of 
the Scythians is derived from their interconrfe 
with the learned and civilifed nations of the South, 
the Greeks, the Perfians, and the Chinefe. The 
Greeks, who navigated theEuxine, and planted 
their colonies along the fea-coaft , made the gra- 
dual and imperfeCt difeovery of Scythia; from 
the Danube, and the confines of Thrace , as far 
as the frozen Maeotis, the feat of eternal winter, 
and Mount Caucafus, which, in the language 
of poetry, was deferibed as the utmoft boundary 
of the earth. They celebrated , with Ample cre- 
dulity, the virtues of the paftoral life 17 They 
entertained a more rational apprehenfion of the 
ftrength and numbers of the warlike Barbarians ’* , 
who contemptuoufly balflcd the immenfe armament 
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of Darius , the foil of Hydafpes The Pcrfian chap. 
monarchs had extended their weftern conqueds XXVI. 
to the banks of jthe Danube , and the limits of 
European Scythia. The eadern provinces of their 
empire were exjiofed to the Scythians of Ada; 
the wild inhabitants of the plains beyond the 
Oxus and the Jaxartes , two mighty rivers , which 
diretd their courfe towards the Cafpian fea. The 
long and memorable quarrel of Iran and Touran, 
is ffill the themeof hiftory or romance: the famous, 
perhaps, the fabulttus , valour of the Perfian he- 
roes, Rudan and Asfcndiar , was fignalifed , in the 
defence of their country againft the Afrafiabs of 
the North 10 ; and the invincible fpirit of the fame 
Barbarians redded , on the fame ground, the vie- 
torious arms of Cyrus and Alexander' 1 . In the 
eyes of the Greeks and Perfiaus, the real geo- 
graphy of Scythia was bounded , on the Had , by 
the mountains of Imaus, or Caf; and their diftant 
profpecd of the extreme 'and inacceffible parts of 
Afia was clouded by ignorance , or perplexed by 
fiction. .But thole inacceffible regions are the 
ancient refidence of a powerful and civilifed na- 
tion “ , which afeends , by a probable tradition, 
above forty centuries ** ; and which is able to 
verify a feries of near two thoufand years, by the 
perpetual teflimony of accurate and contempo- 
rary hidorians **. The annals of China 1 ' illuftrate • 
the ftate and revolutions of the padoral tribes , 
which may dill be diftinguiflied by the vague 
appellation of Scythian#, or Tartars : the vaffals , 
the enemies , and fometimes , the conquerors , of 
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a great empire ; whofe policy has uniformly 
oppofed the blind and impetuous valour of the 
Barbarians of the North. From the mouth of the 
Danube to the fea of Japan, the whole longitude 
of Scythia is about one hundred, and ten degrees , 
which, in that parallel, are equal to 'more than 
five thoufand miles. The latitude of thefe extenfive 
deferts cannot be fo eafily , or fo accurately , 
meafurcd; but, from the fortieth degree, which 
touches the wall of China, we may fecurely 
advance above a thoufand miles* to the northward, 
till our progrefs is flopped by the exceffive cold 
of Siberia. In that dreary climate, inftead of the 
animated pidlure of a Tartar camp , the fmoke 
which iffues from the earth , or rather from the 
fnow , betrays the fubterraneous dwellings of the 
Tongoufes, and the Samoiedes: the want of 
horfes and oxen is imperfe&ly fupplied by the ufe 
of rein - deer , and of large dogs ; and the conquerors 
of the earth infenfibly degenerate into a race of 
deformed and diminutive favages , who tremble 
at the found of arms **. • 

The Huns , who under the reign of Valens 
threatened the empire of Rome , had been for- 
midable, in a much earlier period, to the empire 
of China 17 . Their ancient, perhaps, their ori- 
ginal, feat, was an extenfive, though dry and 
barren , tradl of country , immediately on the 
north fide of the great .wall. Their place is at 
prefent occupied by the forty -nine Hords or 
Banners of the Mongous, f palloral nation, which 
confifts of about two hundred thoufand families'*. 
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But the valour of the Huns had extended the chap, 
narrow limits of their dominions ; and their ruf- xxvi. 
tic chiefs , who affumed the appellation of Tanjou , xheircon- 
gradually became the conquerors , and the fove- quefts in 
reigns, of a formidable empire. Towards the Scythl *‘ 
Eaft, their victorious arms were (topped only 
by the ocean; and the tribes, which are thinly 
fcattered between the Amoor and the extreme 
peninfula of Corea, adhered, with reluXance , to 
the ftandard of the Huns. On the Weft, near 
the head of thfe Irtifh , and in the vallies of Imaus, 
they found a more ample fpace, and more nu- 
merous enemies. One of the lieutenants of the 
Tanjou fubdued , in a (ingle expedition , twenty- 
fix nations ; the Igours a * , diftinguiftied above 
the Tartar race by the ufe of letters , were in the 
number of his valfals; and, by {the ftrange con- 
nexion of human events , the flight of one of 
thofe vagrant tribes recalled the viXorious Par- 
thians from the invafion of Syria ,0 . On the 
fide of the North, the ocean was afligned as the 
limit of the power of the Huns. Without ene- • 
mies to refift their progrefs , or witnefles to con- 
tradiX their vanity, they might fecurely atchieve 
a real, or imaginary, conqueft of the frozen regi- 
ons of Siberia. The Northern Sea was fixed as 
the remote boundary of their empire. But the 
name of that fea, on whofe (bores the patriot 
Sovou embraced the life of a (hepherd and an 
exile ", may be transferred , with much more 
probability, to the Baikal, a capacious bafon »♦ 
above three hundred miles in length, which dif* 
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dains the moded appellation of a lake 51 , and 
which actually communicates with the feas of the 
North, by the long courfe of the Angara, the 
Tongulka, and the Jeniflea. The fubmilTion of 
fo many didant nations might flatter the pride of 
the Tanjou ; but the valour of the Huns could 
be rewarded only by the enjoyment of the wealth 
and luxury of the empire of the Sohth. In the 
third century before the Chriftian aera, a wall of 
fifteen hundred miles in length was condrutded , 
to defend the frontiers of China againd the in- 
roads of the Huns but this dupendous work, 
which holds a confpicuous place in the map of 
the world , has never contributed to the fafety of 
an unwarlike people. The cavalry of the Tanjou 
frequently confided of two or three hundred 
thoufand men , formidable by tjie matchlefs dex- 
terity with which they managed their bows and 
their horfes ; by their hardy patience in fupport- 
ing the inclemency of the weather; and by the 
incredible fpeed of their march , which was fel- 
dom checked by torrents, or precipices, by the 
deepeft rivers, or by the mod lofty mountains. 

They fpread themfelves at once over the face of 
the country; and their rapid impetuofity fur- 
prifed , adonifhed , and difconcerted the grave and 
elaborate ta&ics of a Chinefe army. The em- 
peror Kaoti 14 , a foldier of fortune, whofe per- 
sonal merit had raifed him to the throne , march- 
ed againft the Huns with thofe veteran troops 
which had been trained in the civil wars of 
China. But he vyas foon furrounded by the Bar- 
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fcarians ; and , after a fiege of feven days , the chap. 
monarch, hopelefs of relief , was reduced to pur- XXVI* 
chafe his deliverance by an ignominious capitu- 
lation. The fucceffors of Kaod , whofe lives 
were dedicated to the arts of peace, or the lux- 
ury- of the palace, fubmitted to a more permanent 
difgrace. They too hadily confeffed the infuf* 
ficiency of arms' and fortifications. They were 
too eafily convinced , that while the blazing fig- 
nals announced on every fide the approach of the 
Huns, the'Chinefe troops, who flept with the 
helmet on their head, and the cuirafs on their 
back, were deflxoyed by the incefiant labour of 
ineffectual marches ”. A regular payment of 
money, and filk, was ftipulated as the condition 
of a temporary and precarious peace; and th e 
wretched expedient of difguifing a real tribute, 
under the names of a gift orafubfidy, was prac- 
tifed by the emperors of China, as well as by 
thofe of Rome. But there ftill remained a more 
difgraceful article of tribute, which violated the 
facred feelings of humanity and nature. The 
hardfhips of the favage life, which deltroy in 
their infancy the children who are born with a 
lefs healthy and robuft conditution , introduce a 
remarkable difproportion between the numbers 
of the two fexes. The Tartars are an ugly , and 
even deformed race; and, while they confider 
their own women as the indruments of domedic 
labour, their defires, or rather their appetites, 
are directed to the enjoyment of more elegant 
beauty. A felect band of the faired maidens of 
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China was annually devoted to the rude embraces 
of the Huns"; and the alliance of the haughty 
Tanjous was fecured by their marriage with the 
genuine, or adopted, daughters of the Imperial 
family , which vainly attempted to efcape the 
facrilegious pollution. The fituation of thefe 
unhappy vidtims ' is deferibed in the verfes of a 
Chinefe princefs, who laments that fhe had been 
condemned by her parents to a diftant exile , un- 
der a Barbarian hufband ; who complains that 
four milk was her only drink , raw flefh her only 
food, a tent her only palace; and who exprefles, 
in a drain of pathetic fimplicity , the natural wifh , 
that fhe were transformed into a bird , to fly back 
to her dear country ; the objedt of her tender 
and perpetual regret 11 . 

The conqued of China has been twice atchieved 
by the padoral tribes of the north : the forces 
of the Huns were not inferior to thofe of the 
Moguls, or of the Mantcheoux; and their am- 
bition might entertain the mofl: fanguine hopes of 
fuccefs. But their pride was humbled , and their 
progrefs was checked , by the arms and policy of 
Vouti", the fifth emperor of the powerful dy- 
nady of the Han. In his long reign of fifty-four 
years , the Barbarians of the foilthern provinces 
fubmitted to the laws and manners of China : 
and the ancient limits of the monarchy were 
enlarged , from the great river of Kiang , to the 
port of - Canton. Indead of confining himfelf to 
the timid operations of a defenfive war , his lieu- 


Digitized by Googli 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 295 

taennts penetrated many hundred miles into the c H a ?. 
country of the Huns. In thofe boundlefs deferts, xxvx. 
where it is impoflTble to form magazines , and 
difficult to tranfport a fuflficient fupply of pro- 
vifions, the armies of Vouti were repeatedly ex- 
pofed to intolerable hardfliips : and , of one hun- 
dred and forty thoufand foldiers*, who marched 
againft the Barbarians, thirty thoufand only re- 
turned in fafety to the feet of their mafter. 

Thefe Ioffes ,» however, w r ere compenfated by 
fplendid and decifive fuccefs. The Chinefe ge- 
nerals improved the fuperiority which they deriv- 
ed from the temper of their arms , their chariots 
of war, and the fervice of their Tartar auxiliaries. 

The camp of the Tanjou was furprifed in the 
midft of fleep and intemperance : and , though 
the monarch of the Huns bravely cut his way 
through the ranks of the enemy, he left above 
fifteen thoufand of his fubje&s on the field of 
battle. Yet »this fignal vidtory , which was pre- 
ceded and followed by many bloody engagements , 
contributed much lefs to the deftrudtion of the 
power of the Huns , than the effectual policy 
which was employed to detach the tributary 
nations from their obedience. Intimidated by the ^ 

arms, or allured by the promifes , of Vouti and 
his fucceffors ; the m oft: confiderable tribes, both 
of the Eaft and of the Weft , difclaimed the 
authority of the Tanjou. While fome acknow- 
ledged themfelves the allies or vaffals of the empire , 
they all became the implacable enemies of the 
Huns : and the numbers of that haughty people, 
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as foon as they were reduced to their native 
flrength , might, perhaps, have been cpntained 
within the walls of one of the* great and populous 
cities of China *\ The defection of his fubjeds, 
and the perplexity of a civil war , at length 
compelled the Tanjou himl'elf to renounce the 
dignity of an independent fovereign , and the 
freedom of a warlike and high fpirited nation. He 
was received at Sigan, the capital of the monarchy, 
by the troops, the Mandarins, aiyi the emperor 
liimfelf, with all the honours that could adorn 
and difguife the triumph of Chinefe vanity 
A magnificent palace was prepared for his re- 
ception; his place was afligned above all the 
princes of the royal family ; and the patience of • 
the Barbarian king was exhaufted by the cere- 
monies of a banquet, which confided of eight 
courfes of meat, and of nine folemn pieces of 
mufic. But he performed , on his knees , the duty 
of a refpectful homage to the emperpr of China; 
pronounced, in his own name, and in the name 
of his fuccelfors, a perpetual oath of fidelity;’ and 
gratefully accepted a feal , which was bellowed 
as the emblem of his regal dependence. After this 
humiliating fubmiffion , the Tanjous fometimes 
departed from their allegiance, and feized the 
favourable moments of war and rapine; but the 
monarchy of the Huns gradually declined, till 
it was broken , by civil diffenfion, into two hoflile 
and feparate kingdoms. One of the princes of 
the nation was urged , by fear and ambition, to 
retire towards the South with eight hords , which 
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compofed between forty and fifty thoufand families. 
He obtained , with the title of Tanjou , a convenient 
territory on the verge of the Chinefe provinces; 
and his conllant attachment to the fervice of the 
empire, was fecured by weaknefs, and the defire 
of revenge. From the time of this fatal fchifm, 
the Huns of the North continued to languifll 
about fifty years; till they were opprelfed on 
every fide by their foreign and domeftic enemies. 
The proud infeription 41 of a column , eroded on 
a lofty mountain, announced to pofterity, that a 
Chinefe army had marched feven .hundred miles 
into the heart of their country. The Sienpi 41 , 
a tribe of Oriental Tartars, retaliated the injuries 
which they had formerly fuftained ; and the power 
of the Tanjous, after a reign of thirteen hundred 
years, was utterly deftroyed before the end of the 
ill ft century of the Chriftian sera 41 . 

The fate of the vanquifhed Huns was diver- 
fified by the various influence of charader and 
fituation 44 . Above one hundred thoufand per- 
fons, t'Jie pooreft , indeed, and the mod pufil- 
lanimous, of the people, were contented to remain 
in their native country, to renounce their peculiar 
name and origin , and to mingle with the vic- 
torious nation of the Sienpi. Fifty-eight holds , 
about two hundred thoufand men, ambitious ofa 
more honourable fervitude, retired towards the 
South ; implored the protedion of the emperors 
of China; and were permitted to inhabit, and 
to guard , the extreme frontiers of the province 
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of Chanfi and the territory of Ortus. But the 
mod warlike and powerful tribes of the Huns 
maintained, in their adverfe fortune , the un- 
daunted fpirit of their anceftors. The weftern 
world was open to their valour ; and they refolv- 
ed, under the condudt of their hereditary chief- 
tains , to difcover and fubdue fome remote country , 
which was Hill inacceflible to the arms of the 
Sienpi, and to the laws of China 4 ’. The courfe 
of their emigration foon carried them beyond the 
mountains of Imaus, and the limits of the Chinefe 
geography ; but we are able to diftinguilh. the 
two great divifions of thefe formidable exiles , 
which diredted their march towards the Oxus 1 
and towards the Volga. The firft of thefe colo- 
nies eflablilhed their dominion in the fruitful and 
extenfive plains of Sogdiana , on the Eaftern 
fide of the Cafpian : where they prefcrved the 
name of Huns , with the epithet of Euthalites , 
or Nepthalites. Their manners were foftened , and 
even their features we-re infenfibly improved , 
by the mildnefs of the climate, and their long 
refidence in a flourifhing province “ , which might 
flill retain a faint im predion of the arts of 
Greece 47 . The white Huns, a narge which they 
derived from the change of their complexions, 
foon abandoned the paftoral life of Scythia. 
Gorgo, which, under the appellation of Carizme, 
has fince enjoyed a temporary fplendour , was 
die refidence of the king, who exercifed a legal 
authority over an obedient people. Their luxury 
was maintained by the labour of the Sogdians ; 
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and the only veftige of their ancient barbarifm, 
was the cuftom which obliged all the jcom- 
panions , perhaps to the number of twenty, who 
had fhared the liberality of a wealthy lord, 
to be buried alive in the fame grave 4 *. The 
vicinity of the Huns to the provinces of Perfia, 
involved them in frequent and bloody contefts 
with the power of that monarchy. But they 
refpeded, in peace, the faith of treaties; in war, 
the dictates of humanity; and their memorable 
victory over Perofes , or Firuz , difplayed the 
moderation , as well as the valour , of the Bar- 
barians. The freond divifion of their countrymen, 
the Huns, who gradually advanced towards the 
North-weft , were exercifed by the hardlhips of 
a colder climate, and a more laborious march. 
Neceflity compelled them to exchange the filks 
of China , for the furs of Siberia ; the impeded 
rudiments of civilifed life were obliterated ; and 
the native fiercenefs of the Huns was exafperated 
by their intercourfe with the fa vage -tribes , who 
were compared, with fome propriety, to the wild 
beafts of the defect. Their independent fpirit 
foon rejeded the hereditary fucceftion of the 
Tanjous ; and while each hord was governed by 
its peculiar Murfa, their tumultuary council di- 
reded the public • meafures of the whole nation. 
As late as the thirteenth century, their tranfient 
refidence on the Eaftern banks of the Volga , was 
attefted by the name of Great Hungary 4 *. In 
the winter , they defeended with their flocks and 
herds towards the mouth of that mighty river; 
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chap, and their fummer excurfxons reached as high as 
xxvi. the latitude of Saratoff , or perhaps the conflux of 
the kama. Such at leaft were the recent limits 
* • of the black Calmucks , who remained about a 
century under the protedion of Ruflia ; and who 
have fince returned to their native feats on the 
frontiers of the Chinefe empire. The march, and 
the return, of thofe wandering Tartars, whofe 
united camp confifts of fifty thoufand tents or 
families, illuftrate the diftant emigrations of the 
ancient Huns ". 

Thfir con- It. is impoflible to fill the dark interval of 

AUni" f the t ' :rie ’ which elapfed , after the Huns of the Volga 
were loft in the eyes of the Chinefe ; and before 
they fhewed themfelves to thofe of the Romans. 
There is fome reafon , however, to apprehend, 
that the fame force which had driven them from 
. their native feats, ftill continued to impel their 
march towards the frontiers of Europe. The 
power of the Sienpi , their implacable enemies, 
which extended above three thoufand miles 
from Eaft to Weft 51 , muft have gradually op- 
preffed them by the weight apd terror of a for- 
midable neighbourhood : and the flight of the 
tribes of Scythia would inevitably tend to increafe 
the ftrength , or to contrad the territories , of the 
II uns. The harfli and obfeure appellations of thofe 
tribes would offend the ear , without inform- 
ing the underftanding, of the reader; but I can- 
not fupprefs the very natural fufpicion, that the 
Huns of the north derived a confiderable rein- 
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forcement from the ruin of the dynady of the chap: 
South, which, in the courfe of the third century, xxvi. 
fubmitted to the dominion of China; that the 
braved warriors marched away in fearch of their 
free and .adventurous countrymen ; and that , as* 
they had been divided by profperity, they were 
eafily re -united by the common hardships of 
their adverfe fortune SI . .The Huns, with their 
flocks and herds , the wives and children , their 
dependents and allies, were tranfported to the 
Wed of the Volga: and they boldly advanced to 
invade the country of the Alani , a padoral peo- 
ple who occupied, or waded, an extenfive tradl 
of the deferts of Scythia. The plains between the 
Volga and the Tanais were covered with the 
tents of the Alani , but their name and manners 
were diffufed over the wide extent of their con- 
queds ; and the painted tribes of the Agathyrd 
and Geloni were confounded among their valfals. 

Towards the North , they penetrated into the 
frozen regions of Siberia , among the favages 
who were accudomed , in their rage or hunger, 
to the tade of human flefli : and their Southern 
inroads were puflied as far as the confines of 
Perfia and India. The mixture of Sarmatic and 
German blood had contributed to improve the 
features of the Alani , to whiten their fwarthy 
complexions , and to tinge their hair with a yel- 
lowifh cad , which is feldom found in the Tar- 
tar race. They were lefs deformed in their per- 
fons, lefs brutifli in their manners , than the Huns; 
but they did not yield to thofe formidable Bat. 
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chap, barians in their martial and independent fpirit; 
xxvl in the love of freedom , which rejected even the 
ufe of domeftic’ Haves; and in the love of arms, 
which confidered war and rapine as the pleafure 
^nd the glory of mankind. A naked fcymetar, 
fixed in the ground , was the only object of their 
religious worlhip ; the fcalps of their enemies 
formed the coftly trappings of their horfes ; and 
they viewed, with pity and contempt, the pufil- 
lanimous warriors, who patiently expetfled the 
infirmities of age, and the tortures of lingering 
difeafe *\ On the banks of the Tanais, the mi* 
litary power of the Huns and the Alani encoun- 
tered each other with equal valour , but with 
unequal fuccefs. The Huns prevailed in the 
bloody contell: the king of the Alani was flain; 
and the remains of the vanquifhed nation were 
difperfed by the ordinary alternative of flight or 
fubmilfion ”. A colony of exiles found a fecure 
refuge in the mountains of Caucafus, between the 
Tuxine and the Cafpian ; where they ftill preferve 
their name and their independence. Another colony 
advanced , with more intrepid courage , towards 
the fhores of the Baltic ; affociated themfelves 
with the Nordiern tribes of Germany; and fliared 
the fpoil of the Roman provinces of Gaul and 
Spain. But the greatell part of the nation of the 
* Alani embraced the offers of an honourable and 
advantageous union : and the Huns, who efteemed 
the valour of their lefs fortunate enemies , pro- 
ceeded, with an increafe of numbers and confidence, 
to invade the limits of the Gothic empire. 
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The great Hermanric , whole dominions ex- 
tended from the Baltic to the Euxine , enjoyed , 
in the full maturity of age and reputation , the 
fruit of his victories, when he was alarmed by 
the formidable approach of an hoft of unknown 
enemies ’* , on whom his barbarous fubjedts might, 
without injuftice, beftow the epithet of Barba- 
rians. The numbers , the ftrength , the rapid 
motions, and the implacable cruelty of the Huns, 
were felt , and dreaded , and magnified , by the 
aftonilhed Goths ; who beheld their fields and 
villages coafumed with flames , and deluged with 
indiferiminate flaughter. To thefe real terrors, 
they added , the furprife and abhorrence which 
were excited by the Ihrill voice , the uncouth 
geftures , and the ftrange deformity of the Huns. 
Thefe favages of Scythia were compared (and the 
pidture had fome refemblance) to the animals 
who walk very aukwardly on two legs; and to 
the mis- fhapen figures , the Termini , which were 
> often placed on the bridges of antiquity. They 
were diftinguifhed from the reft of the human 
fpecies by their broad Ihoulders, flat nofes , and 
fmall black eyes, deeply buried in the head; and 
as they were {dmoft deftitute of beards , they ne- 
ver enjoyed either the manly graces of youth, or 
the venerable afpedt of age 17 . A fabulous origin 
was afligned , worthy of their form and manners ; 
that the witches of Scythia , who , for their foul 
and deadly pradtices, had been driven from fo- 
ciety, had copulated in the defert with infernal 
fpirits ; and that the Huns were the offfpring of 
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this execrable conjunction The tale , fo full 
of horror and abfurdity , was greedily embraced 
by the credulous hatred of the Goths; but, while 
it gratified their hatred , it increafed their fear; 
ftnce the pofterity of dtemoms and witches might 
be fuppofed to inherit fome fhare of the preter- 
natural powers, as well as of the malignant tem- 
per , of their parents. Againft thefe enemies, 
Hermanric prepared to exert the united forces 
of the Gothic ftate ; but, he foon difcovered that 
his vaffal tribes , provoked by oppreflion , were 
‘much more inclined to fecond , than repel, the 
invafion of the Huns. One of the chiefs of the 
Roxolani 59 had formerly deferted the ftandard of 
Hermanric, and the cruel tyrant had condemned 
the innocent wife of the traitor to be torn a fun- 
der by wild liorfes. The brothers of that unfor- 
tunate woman feized the favourable moment of 
revenge. The aged king of the Goths languish- 
ed fome time after the dangerous wounds which 
he received from their daggers : but the conduct 
of the war was retarded by his infirmities ; and 
the public councils of the nation were diftradled 
by a Spirit of jealoufy and difeord. His death, 
which has been imputed to his own defpair, left 
the reins of government in the hands of Withi- 
mer , who , with the doubtful aid of fome Scythian 
mercenaries, maintained the unequal conteft againft 
the arms of the Huns and the Alani , till he was 
defeated and flain, in a deciftve battle. The 
Oftrogoths fubmitted to their fate: and the royal 
race of the Amali will hereafter be found among 

the 


s» _ 

Digitized by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE 305 


the fubjeds of the haughty Attila. But the per- ( 
fon of Witheric, the infant king, was faved by 
the diligence of Alatheus and Saphrax ; two war- 
riors of approved valour and fidelity ; who , by 
cautious marches , conduded the independent 
remains of the nation of the Oftrogoths towards 
the Danaftus, or Niefter; a confiderable river, 
which now feparates the Turkilh dominions from 
the empire of Ruflia. On the banks of the Nief- 
ter, the prudent Athanaric, more attentive to 
his own than to the. general fafety , had fixed the 
camp of the Vifigoths ; with the firm refolution 
of oppofing the vidorious Barbarians , whom he, 
thought it lefs advifable to provoke. The -ordi- 
nary fpeed 6f the Huns was checked by the weight 
of baggage , and the incumbrance of captives; 
but their military fkill deceived , and almoft de- 
flroyed, the army of Athanaric. While the judge 
of the Vifigoths defended the banks of the Niefter, 
he was encompaffed and attacked by a numerous 
detachment of cavalry , who , by the light of the 
moon , had palled the river in a fordable place ; 
and , it was not without the utmoft efforts of cou- 
rage and eondud , that he was able to effed his- 
retreat towards the hilly country. The undaunt- 
ed general had already formed a new and judi- 
cious plan of defenfive war; and the ftrong lines , 
which he was preparing to conftrud between the 
mountains , the Pruth and the Danube, would 
have fecured the extenfive and fertile territory 
that bears the modern name of Walachia, from 
the deftrudive inroads of the Huns *\ But the 
V® 1 . IV. V * 
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hopes and meafures of the judge of the Vifigoths 
were foon difappointed , by the trembling impa- 
tience of his difmayed countrymen; who were 
perfuaded by their fears , that the interpofition of 
the Danube was the only barrier that could fave 
them from the rapid purfuit , and invincible va- 
lour , of the Barbarians of Scythia. Under the 
command of Fritigern and Alavivus* 1 , the body 
of the nation hallily advanced to the banks of the 
great river , and implored the protection of the 
Roman emperor of the Eafl. Athanaric himfelf, 
flill anxious to avoid the guilt of perjury, retired T 
with a band of faithful followers, into the moun- 
tainous country of Caucaland ; which appears to 
have been guarded, and almoll concealed , by the 
impenetrable forefts of Tranfylvania ”, 

After Valens had terminated the Gothic war 
with fome appearance of glory and fuccefs , he 
made a progrefs through his dominions of Afia , 
and at length fixed his refidence in the capital of 
Syria. The five years which he fpent at An- 
tioch were employed to watch , from a fecure 
diftance , the hoffile defigns of the Perfian mo- 
narch ; to check the depredations of the Saracens 
and Ifaurians to enforce, by arguments more 
prevalent than thofe of reafon and eloquence , the 
belief of the Arian theology; and to fatisfy his 
anxious fufpicions by the promifcudus execution 
of the innocent and the guilty. But the atten- 
tion of the emperor was moll ferioufly engaged, 
by the important intelligence which he received 
from the civil And military officers who were 
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fcntrufled with the defence of the Danube. He 
was informed , that the North was agitated by a 
furious tempeft; ; that the irruption of the Huns, 
an unknown and monftrous race of favages , had 
fubvetted the power of the Goths ; and that the 
fuppliant multitudes of that warlike nation , whofe 
pride was now humbled in the dull , covered a 
fpace of many miles along the banks of the river. 
With out-ftretched arms , and pathetic lament- 
ations , they loudly deplored their paffc misfor- 
tunes and their preferit danger ; acknowledged , 
that their only hope of fafety was in the clemency 
of the Roman government; and mod folemnly 
protefted , that if the gracious liberality of the 
emperor would permit them to cultivate the wafte 
lands of Thrace , they flhould ever hold themfelves 
bound , by the ftrongeft obligations of duty and 
gratitude , to obey the law's , and to guard the 
limits , of the republic. Thefe alfurances were 
confirmed by the ambafladors of the Goths , who 
impatiently expe&ed , from the mouth of Valens, 
an anfwer that mud finally determine the fate of 
their unhappy countrymen. The emperor of the 
Eafl was no longer guided by the wifdom and 
authority of* his elder brother , whofe death hap- 
pened towards the end of the preceding year: 
and as the diftrefsful fituation of the Goths re- 
quired an inflant and peremptory dpcifion , he 
Was deprived of the favourite refource of feeble 
and timid minds; who confider the ufe of dilatory 
and ambiguous meafures as the mod admirable 
efforts of confummate prudence. As long as the 
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chap, fame paflions and interefts fubfift among man- 
XXVI. Lind , the queftions of war and peace , of juftice 
and policy , which were debated in the councils 
of antiquity, will frequently prefent themfelves 
as the fubjed of modern deliberation. But the 
moft experienced ftatefman of Europe , has never 
been fummoned to confider the propriety, or the 
danger, of admitting, or rejeding, an innumer- 
able multitude of Barbarians, who are driven by 
defpair and hunger to folicit a fettlement on the 
territories of a civilifed nation. When that im- 
portant propofition , fo effentially conneded with 
the public fafety, was referred to the minifters of 
Valens, they were perplexed and divided; but 
they foon acquiefced in the flattering fentiment 
which feemed the moft favourable to the pride, 
the indolence , and the avarice of their fovereign. 
The {laves, who were decorated with the titles 
of prxfeds and generals , diffembled or disregard- 
ed the terrors of this national emigration ; fo 
extremely different from the partial and acci- 
dental colonies, which had been received on the 
extreme limits of the empire. But they applaud- 
ed the liberality of fortune, which had conduded, 
from the moft diftant countries of the globe , a 
numerous and invincible army of ftrangers, to 
defend the throne of Valens ; who might now add 
to the roy^J treafures , the immenfe films of gold 
fupplied by the provincials to compenfate their 
annual proportion of recruits. The prayers of 
the Goths were granted , and their Service was 
accepted by the Imperial court , and orders were 
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immediately difpatched to the civil and military c h a p.\ 
governors of the Thracian diocefe , to make the xxvi. 
necelfary preparations for the palfage and fub- 
fiftence of a great people , till a proper and fuf- 
ficient territory could be allotted for their future 
refidence. The liberality of the emperor was 
accompanied, however, with two harlh and ri-, 
gorous conditions, which prudence might juftify 
on the fide of the Romans ; but which diftrefs 
alone could extort from the indignant Goths. 

Before they palled the Danube, they were requir- 
ed to deliver their arms: and it was infilled , 
that their children fhould be taken from them , 
and difperfed through the provinces of Afia ; 
where they might be civilifed by the arts of edu- 
cation , and ferve as hoftages to fecure the fidelity 
of their parents. 

During this fufpenfe of a doubtful and diflant Tl,c y are 
negociation , the impatient Goths made fome 
rafh attempts to pafs the Danube , without the Danube 
permiffion of the government, whofc protection 
they had implored. Their motions were ftridtly empiie, 
obferved by the vigilance of the troops which 
were llationed along the river ; and their fore- 
mofl detachments were defeated with confiderable 
{laughter: yet fuch were the timid councils of 
the reign ofValens, that the brave officers who 
had ferved their country in the execution of their 
duty, were punifhed by the lofs of their employ- 
ments , and narrowly efcaped the lofs of their 
heads. The Imperial mandate was at length 
received for tranfporting over the Danube the 
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e H a p. whole body of the Gothic nation but the 
xxvi. execution of this order was a talk of labour and 
difficulty. The ftream of the Danube, which in 
thofe parts is above a mile broad “, had been 
fwelled by inccffant rains; and, in this tumultu- 
ous paflage, many were fwept away, and drowned, 
by tl^e rapid violence of the current. A large 
flcgt of vetTels , of boats , and of canoes , was pro-r 
vided: many days and nights they paffed and 
tepafted with indefatigable toil; and the moll 
ftrenuous diligence was exerted by the officers of 
Valejis, that not a fingle Barbarian , of thofe who 
were referved to fubvert the foundations of Rome, 
fhould be left on the oppofite fliore. It was 
thought expedient that an accurate account fhould 
be taken of their numbers; but the perfons who 
were employed foon defifted, with amazement 
and difmay', from the profecution of the endlefs 
and impracticable talk 67 : and the principal hif- 
torian of the age moft ferioufly affirms , that the 
prodigious armies of Darius and Xerxes , which 
had fo long been confidered as the fables of vain 
and credulous antiquity, were now juftified, in 
the eyes of mankind , by the evidence of fact and 
experience. A probable teftimony has fixed the 
number of the Gothic warriors at two hundred 
thoufand men ; and if we can venture to add the 
juft proportion of women, of children, and of 
flaves , the whole mafs of people which compofed 
this formidable emigration , muft have amounted 
to near a million of perfons, of both fexes, and of 
all ages. The children of the Goths, thofe at 
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leaft of a diftinguifhed rank , were feparated from chap. 
the multitude. They were conducted , without xxvi. 
delay, to the diftant feats alligned for their resi- 
dence and education ; and as the numerous train 
of hoftages or captives palled through the cities , 
their gay and fplendid apparel, their robuft and 
martial figure, excited the furprife and envy of 
the Provincials. But the ftipulation , the -molt: 
offenfive to the Goths , and the moll important 
to the Romans, was fhamefully eluded.' The 
Barbarians , who confidered their arms as the en- 
figns of honour, and the pledges of fafety, were 
difpofed to offer a price, which the luff or avarice 
of the Imperial officers was eafily tempted to 
accept. To preferve their arms, the haughty 
warriors confcnted, with fome reludance, to 
proftitute their wives or their daughters ; the 
charms of a beauteous maid, or a comely boy, 
fecured the connivance of the infpedlors ; who 
fometimes call an eye of covetoufnefs on the 
fringed carpets and linen garments of their new 
allies ", or who facriliced their duty to the mean 
confideration of filling their farms with cattle, and 
their houfes with flaves. The Goths, with arms 
in their hands, were permitted to enter the boats; 
and , when their ftrcngth was collected on the 
other fide of the river, the immeufe camp which 
was fpread over the plains and the hills of the 
Lower Maefia , aflumed a threatening and even 
hoftile afpect. The leaders of the Oftrogoths, 

Alatheus and Saphrax , the guardians of their 
infant king , appeared foon afterwards on the 
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Northern banks of the Danube ; and immediately 
difpatched their ambafladors to the court of An- 
tioch, to folicit, with the fame profeflions of 
allegiance and gratitude, the fame favour which 
had been granted to the fuppliant Vifigoths. The 
abfolute refufal of Valens fufpended their progrefs, 
and difcovered , the repentance, the fufpigions, and 
the fears , of the Imperial council. 

An undifciplined and unfettled nation of Bar- 
barians required the firmed temper, and the 
mod dexterous management. The daily fub- 
fillence of near a million of extraordinary fubjedh 
could be fupplied only by conltant and fkilful 
diligence, and might continually be interrupted 
by miftake or accident. The infolence, or the 
indignation of the Goths, if they conceived them- 
felves to be the obje&s , either of fear , or of 
contempt , might urge them to the moft defperate 
extremities; and the fortune of the ftate fcemed 
to depend on the prudence, as well as the inte- 
grity, of the generals of Valens. At this im- 
portant crifis, the military government of Thrace 
was exercifed by Lupicinus and Maximus , in 
whofe venal minds the flighted hope of private 
emolument outweighed every conlideration of 
public advantage ; and whofe guilt was only alle- 
viated by their incapacity of difcerning the per- 
nicious effedts of their rafh and criminal adminif- 
tration. Inflead of obeying the orders of their 
fovereign , and fatisfying , with decent liberality, 
the demands of the Goths , they levied an unge- 
nerous and oppreflive tax on the wants of the 
hungry Barbarians. The vileft food was fold at 
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an extravagant price ; and , in the room of whole- 
fome and fubftantial provifions, the markets were 
filled with the flelh of dogs, and of unclean ani- 
* mals, who had died of difeafe. To obtain the 
valuable acquifition of a pound of bread , the 
Goths refigned the pofleffion of an expenfive , 
though ferviceable , flave ; and a fmall quantity 
of meat was greedily purchafed with ten pounds 
of a precious , but ufelefs , metal **. When their 
property was exhaufted, they continued this 
neceflary traffic by the fale of their fons and 
daughters ; and notwithftanding the love of free- 
dom, which animated every Gothic bread, they 
fubmitted to the humiliating maxim , that it was 
better for their children to be maintained in a 
fervile condition , than to perilh in a date of 
wretched and helplefs independence. The mod 
lively refentment is excited by the tyranny of 
pretended benefadtors , who fternly exact the debt 
of gratitude which they have cancelled by fub- 
fequent injuries: a fpirit of difeontent infenfibly 
arofe in the camp of the Barbarians , who plead- 
ed , without fuccefs, the merit of their patient 
and dutiful behaviour ; and loudly complained of 
the inhofpitable treatment which they had re- 
ceived from their new allies. They beheld around 
them the wealth and plenty of a fertile province* 
in the midft of which they buffered the intolerable 
hardlhips of artificial famine. But the means of 
relief, and even of revenge, were in their hands; 
fince the rapacioufnefs of their tyrants had left, 
to an injured people v the poflellion and the ufe 
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of arms. The clamours of a multitude , untaught 
to difguife their fentiments, announced the firft 
fymptoms of refiftance , and alarmed the timid 
and guilty minds of Lupicinus and Maximus. 
Thofe crafty minifters, who fubflituted the 
cunning of temporary expedients to the wife and 
falutary counfels of general policy, attempted to 
remove the Goths from their dangerous flation on 
the frontiers of the empire ; and to difperfe them, 
in fcparate quarters of cantonment, through the 
interior provinces. As they were, confcious how 
,ill they had deferved the refped:, or confidence, 
of the Barbarians, they diligently colle&ed, from 
every fide, a military force, that might urge the 
tardy and reluctant march of a people, who had 
not yet renounced the title, or the duties, of 
Roman fubjedts. But the generals of Valens, 
while their attention was folely directed to the 
difcontented Vifigoths , imprudently difarmed the 
fhips and the fortifications , which conftituted the 
defence of the Danube. The fatal overfight was 
obferved , and improved, by Alatheus and Saph- 
jax, who anxioufly watched the favourable 
moment of efcaping from the purfuit of the Huns. 
By the help of fuch rafts and vcflels as could be 
haftily procured , the leaders of the Oftrogoths 
tranfported , without oppofition , their king and 
their army; and boldly fixed an hoftile and inde- 
pendent camp on the territories of the empire 7 \ 
Under the name of judges , Alavivus and Fri- 
tigern were the leaders of the Vifigoths in peace 
and war; and the authority which they derived 
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from their birth , was ratified by the free confent 
of the nation. In a feafon of tranquillity , their 
power might have been equal , as well as their 
rank ; but , as foon as their countrymen were 
exafperated by hunger and oppreflion , the fupe- 
rior abilities of Fritigern alfumed the military 
command , which he was qualified to exercife 
for the public welfare. He reftrained the impa- 
tient fpirit of the Vifigoths, till the injuries and 
the infults of their tyrants Ihould jollify their 
' refiftance in the opinion of mankind : but he was 
not difpofed to facrifice any folid advantages for 
the empty praife of jullice and moderation. 
Senfible of the benefits which would refult from 
the union of the Gothic powers under the fame 
flandard , he fecretly cultivated the fricndfhip of 
the Oftrogoths; and while he profelfed an im- 
plicit obedience to the orders of the Roman 
generals, he proceeded by flow marches towards 
Marcianopolis , the capital of the Lower Maefia, 
about feventy miles from the banks of the Da- 
nube. On that fatal fpot , the flames of difcord 
and mutual hatred burft forth into a dreadful 
conflagration. Lupicinus bad invited the Gothic 
chiefs to a fplendid entertainment; and their 
martial train rem'ajned under arms at the entrance 
of the palace. But t^ae gates of the city were 
flrictly guarded; and the Barbarians were flernly 
excluded from the ufe of a plentiful market, to 
which they afferted their equal claim of fubjedts 
and allies. Their humble prayers were rejected 
>vi;h jpfol.ence and dcrifion ; and/ as their patience 
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chap, was now exhaufted , the townfmen , the foldiers, 
Xxvi- and the Goths , were foon involved in a conflidt 
of paflionate altercation and angry reproaches. 
A blow was imprudently given ; a fword was 
haftily drawn ; and the firft blood that was fp.il t 
in this accidental quarrel, became the fignaljof 
a long and deftrudlive war. In the midft of 
noife and brutal intemperance , Lupicinus was 
informed, by a fecret meffenger, that many of 
his foldiers were flain , and defpoiled of their 
arms ; and as he was already inflamed by wine , 
and opprefled by fleep, he iflued a rafh command, 
that their death fhould be revenged by the 
maflacre of the guards of Fritigern and Alavivus. 
The clamorous fhouts and dying groans apprifed 
Fritigern of his extreme danger : and , as he 
poflefled the calm and intrepid fpirit of a hero, 
he faw that he was loft if he allowed a moment 
of deliberation to the man who had fo deeply 
injured him. “ A trifling difpute”, faid the 
Gothic leader , with a firm but gentle tone 
of voice , “ appears to have arifen between the 
<( two nations ; but it may be produdtive of the 
“ mod dangerous confequences , unlefs the tu- 
“ mult is immediately pacified by the aflurance 
<c of our fafety, and the autjibrity of our pre- 
<£ fence. ” At thefe words , Fritigern and his 
companions drew their fwords , opened their paf- 
fage through the unrefifting crowd , which filled 
the palace , the ftreets , and the gates , of Marcian- 
opolis , and, mounting their horfes , haftily 
vanilhsd from the eyes of the aftoniftied Romans. 
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The generals of the Goths were faluted by the 
fierce and joyful acclamations of the camp : war 
was indantly refolved , and the refolution was 
executed without delay : the banners of the nation 
were difplayed according to the cudom of their 
ancedors ; and the air refounded with the harfh 
and mournful mufic of the Barbarian trumpet 7 *. 
The weak and guilty Lupicinus, who had dared 
to provoke , who had negleded to dedroy , and 
who ftill prefumed to defpife , his formidable ene- 
my , marched againd the Goths , at the head of 
fuch a military force as could be colleded on this 
. fudden emergency. The Barbarians expeded his 
approach about nine miles from Marcianopolis; 
and on this occafion the talents of the general 
were found to be of more prevailing efficacy than 
the weapons and difcipline of the troops. The 
valour of the Goths was fo ably direded by the 
genius of Fritigern i that they broke, by a clofe 
and vigorous attack, the ranks of the Roman 
legions. Lupicinus left his arms and ftandards, 
his tribunes and his braved foldiers , on the field 
of battle ; and their ufelefs courage ferved only 
to proted the ignominious flight of their leader. 
“ That fuccefsful day put an end to the didrefs 
t£ of the Barbarians , and the fecurity of the Ro- 
<e mans: from that day, the Goths, renouncing 
<£ the precarious condition of drangers and exiles, 
“ aflumed the charader of citizens and maders , 
“ claimed an abfolute dominion over the pof- 
t£ feflbrs of land , and held , in their own right, 
“ the northern provinces of the empire, which 
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“ are bounded by the Danube ” Such are tlitf 
words of the Gothic hiftorian 71 , who celebrates, 
with rude eloquence, the glory of his country- 
men. But the dominion of the Barbarians was 
exercifed only for the purpofes of rapine and dc- 
ftrudlion. As they had been deprived, by the 
minifters of the emperor , of the common benefits 
of nature , and the fair intercourfe of focial life, 
they retaliated the injuftice on the fubjedls of the 
empire; and the crimes of Lupicinus were ex- 
piated by the ruin of the peaceful hufbandmen of 
Thrace, the conflagration of their villages, and 
the maflacre* or captivity, of their innocent fami- 
lies. The report of the Gothic vidlory was foon 
difFufed over the adjacent country ; and while it 
filled the minds of the Romans with terror and 
difmay , their own hafty imprudence contributed 
to increafe the forces of Fritigern , and the cala- 
mities of the province. Some time before the 
great emigration, a numerous body of Goths, 
under the command of Suerid and Colias, had 
been received into the protection and fervice of 
the empire 7 ’. They were encamped under the 
walls of Hadrianople : but the minifters of Valens 
Were anxious to remdve them beyond the Hel- 
lefpont, at a diftance from the dangerous tempt- 
ation which might fo eafily be communicated by 
the neighbourhood , and the fuccefs , of their 
countrymen. The refpe&ful fubmidion with which 
they yielded to the order of their march , might 
be confidered as a proof of their fidelity ; and 
their moderate requeft of a fufficient allowance 
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of provifions , and of a delay^ of only two days , 
was exprefled in the mod dutiful terms. But the 
firft magiflrate of Hadrianople , incenfed by fome 
diforders which had been committed at his country- 
houfe , refufed this indulgence ; and arming 
againft them the inhabitants and manufacturers of 
a populous city, he urged, with hoflile threats, 
their inflant departure. The barbarians flood ftlent 
and amazed, till they were exafperated by the 
infulting clamours , and miflile weapons , of the 
populace: but when patience or contempt was 
fatigued, they crufhedthe undifciplined multitude, 
inflicted many a fhameful wound on the backs 
of their flying enemies, and defpoiled them of 
the fplendid armour 7 *, which they were unwo*thy 
to bear. The refemblance of their fufferings and 
their aCtions foon united this victorious detach-* 
ment to the nation of the Vifigoths; the troops 
of Colias and Suerid expeCted the approach of the 
great Fritigern , ranged themfelves under his 
ftandard , and fignalifed their ardour in the fiege 
of Hadrianople. But the refiftance of the garrifon 
informed the Barbarians , that , in the attack of 
regular fortifications , the efforts of unfltilful cou- 
rage are feldom effectual. Their general acknow- 
ledged his error, raifed the fiege, declared that, 
“ he was at peace with ftone walls 7 ’, ” and 
revenged his difappointment on the adjacent 
country. He accepted , with pleafure , the ufeful 
reinforcement of hardy workmen , who laboured 
in the gold mines of Thrace 7 *, for the emolument, 
and under the lafh , of an unfeeling mafter 77 : 
and thefe new aflociatcs conducted the Barbarians , 
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through the fecret paths , to the mod fequeftered 
places, which hafl been chofen to fecure the 
inhabitants , thd* cattle , and the magazines of 
corn. With the afliftance of fuch guides , nothing 
could remain impervious , or inacceffible : refiftance 
was fatal ; flight was impracticable ; and the 
patient fubmiflion of helplefs innocence feldom 
found mercy from the Barbarian conqueror. In 
the courfe of tbefe depredations , a great number 
of the children of the Goths , who had been fold 
into captivity , were reftored to the embraces of 
their afflicted parents ; but thefe tender interviews , 
which might have revived and cherilhed in their 
minds fome fentiments of humanity, tended only 
to # flimulate their native fiercenefs by the defire 
of revenge. They liftened , with eager attention, 
to the complaints of their captive children , who 
had fuffered the moll cruel indignities from the 
luftful or angry palfions of their mailers ; and 
the fame cruelties , the fame indignities , were 
feverely retaliated on the fons and daughters of 
the Romans 7> . 

The imprudence of Valens and his minifters 
had introduced into the heart of the empire a 
nation of enemies; but the Vifigoths might even 
yet have been reconciled, by the manly confeffion 
of pall errors , and the fincere performance of 
former engagements. Thefe healing and temperate 
meafures feemed to concur with the timorous 
difpofition of the fovereign of the Eaft : but, on 
this occafion alone , Valens was brave ; and his 
irnfeafonable bravery \yas fatal to himfelf and to 
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his fubjecls. He declared his intention of matching c it* f 
from Antioch to Conftantinople , to fubdue this xxvf. 
dangerous rebellion ; and , as he was not ignorant 
c*f the difficulties of the enterprife, he folicited the * 
aftiftance of his nephew, the emperor Gratian ^ 
who commanded all the forces of the Weft. The 
veteran troops were haftily recalled from the 
defence of Armenia; that important frontier was 
abandoned to the diferetion of Sapor ; and the im- 
mediate condiuft of the Gothic war was entrufted, 
during the abfence of Valeris, to his lieutenants 
Trajan and Profuturus, two generals who indulged 
themfelves in a very falfe and favourable opiniorl 
of their own abilities. On their arrival in Thrace * 
they were joined by Richomer , count of the 
domeftics; and the auxiliaries of the Weft, that 
marched under his banner^ were compofed of 
the Gallic legions , reduced indeed by a fpirit of 
defertion to the vain appearances of ftrength and 
numbers. In a council of war , which was im* 
fiuenced by pride, rather than by reafon, it was 
refolved to feek, and to encounter, the Barbarians; 
who lay encamped in the fpacious and fertile 
meadows , near the moft fouthern of the fix 
mouths of the Danube 7 \ Their camp was fur* 
rounded by the ufual fortification. of waggons ; 
and the Barbarians, fecure within the vaft circle 
of the inclofure, enjoyed the fruits of their valoiir* 
and the fpoils of the province. In the midft of 
riotous intemperance, the watchful Fritigern ob* 
ferved the motions, and penetrated the defigris , 
of the Romans. He perceived , that the numbers 
•Vol. IV. X 
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chap, of the enemy were continually incrcafing; and, 
xxvi. as he underffood their intention of attacking his 
rear , as foon as the fcarcity of forage fliould 
oblige him to remove his camp , he recalled to 
their ftandard his predatory detachments, which 
covered the adjacent country. As foon as they 
defcried the flaming beacons *' , they obeyed , 
with incredible fpeed , the fignal of their leader; 
the camp was filled with the martial crowd of 
Barbarians ; their impatient clamours demanded 
the battle, and their tumultuous zeal was approved 
and animated by the fpirit of their chiefs. The 
evening was already far advanced; and the two 
armies prepared themfelves for the approaching 
combat, which was deferred only till the dawn 
of day. While the trumpets founded to arms , 
the undaunted courage of the Goths was con- 
firmed by the qjutual obligation of a folemn 
oath ; and as they advanced to meet the enemy , 
the rude fongs , which celebrated the glory of 
their forefathers , were mingled with their fierce 
and diflonant outcries; and oppofed to the arti- 
ficial harmony of the Roman fhout. Some military 
fkill was difplayed by Fritigern to gain the 
advantage of a commanding eminence; but the 
bloody conflid., which began and ended with 
the light, was maintained, on either fide, by 
the perfonal and obftinate efforts of ftrength , 
valour , and agility. The legions of Armenia 
fupported their fame in argis ; but they were 
oppreffed by the irrefiftible weight of the hoftile 
multitude: the left wing of the Rpmans was thrown 
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into diforder , and the field was ftrewcd with 
their mangled carcafles. This partial defeat was 
balanced, however, by partial fuccefs; and when 
the two armies , at a late hour of the evening , 
retreated to their refpeCtive camps , neither of 
them could claim the honours , or the effects , of 
a deciiive victory. The real lofs was more fe- 
verely felt by the Romans, in proportion to the 
fmallnefs of their numbers; but the Goths were 
fo deeply confounded and difmayed by this 
vigorous, and perhaps unexpected , refiftance , 
that they remained feven days within the circle 
of their fortifications. Such funeral rites , as the 
circumltances of time and place would admit, 
were pioufly difeharged to l'ome officers of diftin- 
guiffied rank; but the indiferiminate vulgar was 
left unburied on the plain. Their flefh was 
greedily devoured by the birds of prey, who, 
in that age, enjoyed very frequent and delicious 
feafts ; and fevcral years afterwards the white and 
naked bones , which covered the wide extent 
of the fields, prefented to the eyes of Arnrnia- 
nus , a dreadful monument of the battle of 
Salices **. 

The progrefs of the Goths had been checked 
by the doubtful event of that bloody day ; and 
the Imperial generals , whofe army would have 
been con fumed by the repetition of fuch a conteft, 
embraced the more rational plan , of deftroying 
the Barbarians, by the wants and prelfure of their 
own multitudes. They prepared to confine the 
'■Vificoths in the narrow angle of land, between 
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chap, the Danube , the dcfert of Scythia , and the 
xxvi. mountains of Hasmus, till their (Length and fpirit 
fhould be infenfibly wafted by the inevitable 
operation of famine. The defign was profecuted 
•with fome conduct and fuccefs ; the Barbarians 
had almoft exhaufted their own magazines, and 
the harvefts of the country ; and the diligence of 
Saturninus, the mafter-general of the cavalry, was 
employed to improve the ftrength , and to 
contract the extent , of the Roman fortifications. 
His labours were interrupted by the alarming 
intelligence , that new fwarms of Barbarians had 
palfed the unguarded Danube, either to fupport 
the caufe, or to imitate the example, of Fritigern. 
The juft apprehenfion , that he himfelf might be 
furrounded , and overwhelmed, by the arms ofr 
hoftile and unknown nations , compelled Satur- 
ninus to relinquifti the fiege of the Gothic camp: 
and the indignant Vifigoths, breaking from their 
confinement, fatiated their hunger and revenge, 

, by the repeated devaluation of the fruitful country, 

which extends above three hundred miles from 
the banks of the Danube to the {freights of the 
Hellefpont ”. The fagacious Fritigern had fuccefs- 
fully appealed to the paftions, as well as to the 
intereft, of his Barbarian allies, and the love of 
rapine, and the hatred of Rome, feconded , or 
even prevented, the eloquence of his ambaftadors. 
He cemented a ftridt and ufeful alliance with the 
great body of his countrymen , who obeyed 
Alatheus and Saphrax as the guardians of their 
infant king ; the long animofity of rival tribes 
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was fufpended by the fenfe of their common 
intereft ; the independent part of the nation was 
aftociated under one ftandard ; and the chiefs of 
the Oftrogoths appear to have yielded to the 
fuperior genius of the general of the Vifigoths. He 
obtained the formidable aid of the Taifalae, whofe 
military renown was difgraced and polluted by 
the public infamy of their domeftic manners. 
Every youth, on his entrance into the world, 
was united by the ties of honourable friendlhip, 
and brutal love, to fome warrior of the tribe; 
nor could he hope to be releafed from this 
unnatural connexion , till he had approved his 
manhood, by flaying, in Angle combat , a huge 
bear, or a wild boar of the foreft But the 
mod powerful auxiliaries of the Goths were drawn 
from the camp of thofe enemies who had_ expelled 
them from their native feats. The Joofe fubordi. 
nation, and extenfive pofleffions , of the Huns 
and the Alani , delayed the conquefts , and dif- 
traded the councils , of that vidorious people. 
Several of the hords were allured by the liberal 
promifes of Fritigern ; and the rapid cavalry of 
Scythia, added weight and energy to the fteady 
and ftrenuous efforts of the Gothic infantry. The 
Sarmatians, who could never forgive the fuccelfor 
of Valentinian , enjoyed and increafed the general 
confufion ; and a feafonable irruption of the Ale- 
manni , into the provinces of Gaul , engaged the 
attention, and diverted the forces, of the emperor 
of the Weft 
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One of the moft dangerous inconveniences of the- 
introduction of the Barbarians into the army and 
the palace, was fenfibly felt in their correfpondence 
with their hollile countrymen; to whom they 
imprudently , or malicioully , revealed the weak- 
nefs of the Roman empire. A foldier, of the 
life-guards of Gratian, was of the nation of the 
Alemanni, and of the tribe of the Lentienfes, 
who dwelt beyond the lake of Conftance. Some 
domeftic bufinefs obliged him to requeft a leave of 
abfence. In a fliort vifit to his family and friends, 
he was expofed to their curious inquiries; and the 
vanity of the loquacious foldier tempted him to 
difplay his intimate acquaintance with the fecrets * 
of the Rate, and the defigns of his mafter. The 
intelligence, that Gratian was preparing to lead the 
military force of Gaul, and of the Weft, to the 
aftiftance of bis uncle Valens, pointed out to the 
reftlefs fpiritof the Alemanni, the moment, and the 
mode, of a fuccefsful invafion. T he enterprife of 
fome light detachments, who, in the month of 
February, palled the Rhine upon the ice, was the 
prelude of a mooe important war. The boldeft 
hopes of rapine* perhaps of conqueft, outweighed 
the confiderations of timid prudence, or national 
faith. Every foreft, and every village, poured forth 
a band of/bar dy adventurers; and the great army 
of the Alemanni, which, on their approach , was 
eftimated at forty thoufaiid men by the fears of the 
people, was afterwards magnified to the number 
of feventy thoufand, by the vain and credulous 
flattery of the Imperial court. The legions, which 
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had been ordered to march into Pannonia, were 1 
immediately recalled , or detained , for the defence 
of Gaul ; the military command was divided 
between Nanienus and Mellobaudes ; and the 
youthful emperor, though he refpected the long 
experience and fober wifdom of the former, was 
much more inclined to admire, and to follow, 
the martial ardour of his colleague , who was 
allowed to unite the incompatible characters o£ 
count of the domeltics , and of king of the 
Franks. His rival Priarius, king of the Alemanni, 
was guided , or rather impelled , by the fame 
hcadftrong valour; and as their troops were 
animated by the fpirit of their leaders, they met, 
they faw, they encountered, each other,’ near the 
town of Argentaria, or Colmar ", in the plains 
of A1 face. The glory of the day was juftly a- 
feribed to the miffile weapons, and well-pradtifed 
evolutions of the Roman foldiers : the Alemanni, 
who long maintained their ground , were flaugh- 
tered with unrelenting fury: five thoufand only 
of the Barbarians efcaped to the woods and 
mountains; and the glorious death of their king 
on the field of battle , faved him from the re- 
proaches of the people, who are always difpofed to 
accufe the juflice , or policy, of an onfuccefcful 
war. After this fignal vi&ory, which fecured the 
peace of Gaul, and aflerted the honour of the 
Roman arms, the emperor Gratian appeared to 
proceed without delay on his Eaftern expedition!; 
but as he approached the confines of the Ale-, 
manni, he fuddenly inclined to the left, furprifed 
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them by his unexpected padage of the Rhine, and 
boldly advanced into the heart of their country. 
The Barbarians oppofed to his pFogrefs the ob- 
ftacles of nature and of courage ; and Hill con- 
tinued to retreat, from one hill to another, till 
they were fatisfied , by repeated trials , of the 
power and perfeverance of their enemies. Their 
fubmidio.n was accepted, as a proof, not indeed 
of their fincere repentance , but of their acftual 
didrefs ; and a feledt number of their brave and 
robuft youth was exaded from the faithlefs na- 
tion , as the mofl fubdantial pledge of their future 
moderation. The fubjecls of the empire, who had 
fo often experienced , that the Alemanni could 
neither be fubdued by arms, nor rellrained by 
treaties, might not promife themfelves any folid 
or lading tranquillity : but they difeovered , in 
the virtues of their young fovereign, the profped 
of a long and aufpicious reign. When the legions 
climbed the mountains , and fealed the fortifi- 
cations, of the Barbarians, the valour of Gratian 
was didinguidted in the foremod ranks ; and the 
gilt and variegated armour of his guards was 
pierced and fhatcered by the blows, which they 
had received in their condant attachment to the 
perfon of their fovereign. At the age of nineteen, 
the fon of Valentinian feemed to pofiefs the 
talents of peace and war ; and his perfonal fuccefs 
againd the Alemanni was interpreted as a fure 
prefage of his Gothic triumphs * 7 . 

While Gratian deferved and enjoyed the ap- 
plaufe of his fubjeds, the emperor Valens, who. 
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at length , bad removed his court and army from 
Antioch, was received by the people of Conftan- 
tinople as the author of the public calamity. 
Before he had repofed himfelf ten days in the 
capital, he was urged, by the licentious clamours 
of the Hippodrome, to march again ft the Bar- 
barians, whom he had invited into his dominions: 
and the citizens , who are always brave at a 
diftance from any real danger , declared , with 
confidence, that, if they were fupplied with arms, 
they alone would undertake to deliver the pro- 
vince from the ravages of an infulting foe **. 
The vain reproaches of an ignorant multitude 
haftened the downfal of the Roman empire; they 
provoked the defperate rafhnefs of Valens; who 
did not find , either in his reputation , or in his 
mind , any motives to fupport with firmnefs the 
public contempt. He was foon perfuaded , . by 
the fuccefsful atchievements of his lieutenants, to 
defpife the power of the Goths, who, by the 
diligence of Fritigern, were now eolleded in the 
neighbourhood of Hadrianople. The march of 
the Taifalae had been intercepted by the valiant 
Frigerid ; the king of thofe licentious Barba- 
rians was fiain in battle ; and the fuppliant cap- 
tives were fent into diftant exile to cultivate the 
lands of Italy, which were afligned for their fet- 
tlement, in the vacant territories of Modena and 
Parma **. The exploits of Sebaftian 90 , who was 
recently engaged in the fervice of Valens, and 
promoted to the rank of mafter- general of the 
infantry, were ftill more honourable to himfelf. 
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chap, and ufeful to the republic. He obtained the 
xxvi. permiffion of felecting three hundred foldiers from 
each of the legions ; and this feparate detach- 
ment foon acquired the fpirit of difeipline, and 
the exercife of arms, which were almolf forgot- 
ten under the reign of Valens. By the vigour 
and conduct of Sebaftian , a large body of the 
Goths was furprifed in their camp: and the im- 
menfe fpoil , which w r as recovered from their 
hands, filled the city of Hadrianople , and the ad- 
jacent plain. The fplendid narratives, which the 
general tranfmitted of his own exploits, alarmed 
the Imperial court by the appearance of fuperior 
merit; and though he cautioufly infilled on the 
difficulties of the Gothic war , his valour was 
praifed , his advice was rejedted ; and Valens, 
who liftened with pride and pleafure to the flat- 
• tering fuggeflions of the eunuchs of the palace , 
was impatient to feize the glory of an eafy and 
allured conqueft. * His army was ftrengthened 
by a numerous reinforcement of veterans ; and 
his march from Conftantinople to Hadrianople 
was condu&ed with fo much military fldll , that 
he prevented the activity of the Barbarians, who 
defigned to occupy the intermediate defiles , and 
to intercept either the troops themfelves , or their 
convoys of provifions. The camp of Valens , 
which he pitched under the walls of Hadrianople, 
was fortified, according to the practice of the 
Romans, with a ditch and rampart; and a molt 
important council was fummoned , to decide the 
fate of the emperor and of the empire. The 
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party of reafon and of delay was ftrenuoufly main- < 
tained by Vidlor, who had cftrredted , by the lef- 
fons of experience , the native fierccnefs of the 
Sarmatian charade r ; while Sebaftian , with the 
flexible and obfequious eloquence of a courtier, 
reprefented every precaution , and every meafure, 
that implied a doubt of immediate vidory , as 
unworthy of the courage and majefty of their in- 
vincible monarch. The ruin of Valens was pre- 
cipitated by the deceitful arts of Fritigern , and 
the prudent admonitions of the emperor of the 
Well. The advantages of necociating in the 
tnidfl: of war, were perfedly underflood by the 
general of the Barbarians; and a Chriflian cccle- 
ftaftic was difpatched , as the holy minifler of 
peace, to penetrate, and to perplex , the councils ‘ 
of the enemy. The misfortunes, as well as the 
provocations, of the Gothic nation, were forcibly 
and truly deferibed by their ambaffador ; who 
protefted, in the name of Fritigern, that he was 
ftill difpofed to lay down his arms, or to employ 
them only in the defence of the empire ; if he 
could fecure , for his wandering countrymen , a 
tranquil fettlement on the wade lands of Thrace, 
and a fuffleient allowance of corn and cattle. 
But he added, in a whifper qf confidential friend- 
fhip, that the exafperated Barbarians were averfe 
to thefe reafonable conditions; and, that Friti- 
gern was doubtful whether he could accomplilh 
the conclufion of the treaty, unlefs he found him- 
felf fupported by the prefence, and terrors, of an 
Imperial army. About the fame time , Count 
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Richomer returned from the Weft, to announce 
the defeat and fubtniffion of the Alemanni , to 
inform Valens , that his nephew advanced by 
rapid marches at the head of the veteran and 
vidorious legions of Gaul ; and to requeft , in 
the name of Gratian , and of the republic, that 
every dangerous and decifive meafure might be 
fufpended, till the jundion of the two emperors 
fhould enfure the fuccefs of the Gothic war. But 
the feeble fovereign of the Eaft was aduated only 
by the fatal illufions of pride and jealoufy. He 
difdained the importunate advice ; he rejected 
the humiliating aid ; he fecretly compared the 
ignominious, at leaft the inglorious, period of 
his own reign, with the fame of a beardlefs youth; 
and Valens rulhed into the field, to ered his ima- 
ginary trophy, before the diligence of his colleague 
fhould ufurp any fhare of the triumphs of the day. 

On the ninth of Auguft, a day which has de- 
ferved to be marked among the moft inaufpicious 
of the, Roman Calendar 91 , the emperor Valens, 
leaving, under a ftrong guard, his baggage and 
military treafure , marched from Hadrianople to 
attack the Goths , who were encamped about 
twelve miles from the city **. By fome miftake 
of the orders, or fome ignorance of the ground, 
the right wing, or column of cavalry, arrived in 
fight of the enemy, whilft the left was ftill at a 
confiderable diftance ; the foldiers were com- 
pelled , .in the fultry heat of fummer, to preci- 
pitate their pace ; and the line of battle was 
formed with tedious confufton , and irregular 
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delay. The Gothic cavalry had been detached to c 
forage in the adjacent country ; and Fritigern 
ftijl continued to pradife his cuftomary arts, He 
difpatched meflengers of peace , made propofals , 
required hoftages , and wafted the hours , till the/ 
Romans, expofed without Ihelter to the burning 
rays of the fun, were exhaufte^i by thirft, hunger, 
and intolerable fatigue. The emperor was perfuaded 
to fend an ambalTador to the Gothic camp; the 
zeal of Richomer, who alone had courage to 
accept the dangerous commiflion, was applauded: 
and the count of the domeftics , adorned with 
the fplendid enfigns of his dignity, had proceeded 
fome way in the fpace between the two armies , 
■when he was fuddenly recalled by the alarm of 
battle. The hafty and imprudent attack was made 
by Bacurius the Iberian, who commanded a body 
of archers and targetteers; and as they advanced 
with ralhnefs , they retreated with lofs and 
difgrace. In the fame moment, the flying fquadrons 
of Alatheus and Saphrax , whofe return was 
anxioufly expeded by the general of the Goths , 
defeended like a whirlwind from the hills , fwept 
acrofs the plain , and added new terrors to the 
tumultuous, but irreftftible, charge of the Barbarian 
hoft. The event of the battle of Hadrianople, fo 
fatal to Valens and to the empire, maybe deferibed 
in a few words : the Roman cavalry fled ; the 
infantry was abandoned, furrounded, and cut in 
pieces. The moft fkilful evolutions , the firmed 
courage, are fcarcely fufficient to extricate a body 
of foot , encompafled , on an open plain , by 
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fuperior numbers of horfe : but the troops of 
Valens , oppreffed by the weight of the enemy 
and their own fears, were crowded into a narrow 
fpace, where it was impoffible for them to extend 
their ranks, or even to ufe, with effect, their 
fwords and javeiins. In the midft of tumult, of 
flaughter, and of difmay, the emperor, deferted 
by his guards, and wounded , as it was fuppofed, 
with an arrow , fought protedtion among the 
Laricearii and the Mattiarii , who flill maintained 
their ground with fome appearance of order and 
firmnefs. His faithful generals, Trajan and Victor, 
who perceived his danger, loudly exclaimed , that 
all was loft, unlefs the perfon of the emperor 
could be faved. Some troops, animated by their 
exhortation , advanced to his relief: they found 
only a bloody lpot, covered with aheap of broken 
arms arid mangled bodies , without being able 
to difeover their unfortunate prince, either among 
the living, or the dead. Their fearch could not 
indeed be fuccefsful , if there is any truth in the 
circumftances with which fome hiltorians have 
related the death of the emperor. Ry the care 
of his attendants, Valens was removed from the 
field of battle to a neighbouring cottage, where 
fhey attempted to drefs his wound , and to pro- 
vide for his future falety. But this humble retreat 
was inflantly furrounded by the enemy : they 
tried to force the door; they were provoked by 
a difeharge of arrows from the roof; till at 
length , impatient of delay , they fet fire to a pule 
of dry faggots, and coiifumed the cottage, with 
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the Roman emperor and his train. Valens pe- < 
rilhed in the flames; and a youth who dropt from 
the window , alone efcaped , to atteft the melan- 
choly tale, and to inform the Goths of the in- 
eftimable prize which they had loft by their own 
raflinefsi A great number of brave and diftin- 
guifhed officers periflied in the battle of Hadri- 
anople, which equalled, in the adual Iofs, and 
far furpaffed , in the fatal confequences , the mis- 
fortune which Rome had formerly fuftaincd in the 
fields of Cannse Two mafter-generals of the 
cavalry and infantry , two great officers of the 
palace, and thirty-five tribunes, were found among 
the flain; and the death of Sebaftian might fatisfy 
the world , that he was the vidim , as well as 
the author , of the public calamity. Above two- 
thirds of the Roman army were deftroyed : and 
the darknefs of the night was efteemed a very 
favourable circumftance , as it ferved to conceal 
the flight of the multitude, and to proted the more 
orderly retreat of Vidor and Richomer, who alone, 
amidft the general confternation , maintained the 
advantage of calm courage, and regular difcipline °\ 
While the impreflions of grief and terror were 
ft ill recent in the minds of men , the moft cele- 
brated rhetorician of the age compofed the funeral 
oration of a vanquilhed army , and of an un- 
popular prince, whofe throne was already occu- 
pied by a ftranger. “ There are not wanting,’ 
fays the candid Libanius, “ thofe who arraign 
“ the prudence of the emperor, or who impute 
“ the public misfortune to the want of courage 
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chap." and difcipline in the troops. For my own part, 

xxvx. " I reverence the memory of their former ex- 

“ ploits : I reverence the glorious death , which 

"they bravely received, {landing, and fighting; 

ct in their ranks: I reverence the field of battle, 

“ dained with their blood, and the blood of the 

e ‘ Barbarians. Thofe honourable marks have been 

tc already walhed away by the rains; but the 

** lofty monuments of their bones , the bones 

“ of generals , of centurions , and of valiant war- 

<c riors, claim a longer period of duration. The 

“ king himfelf fought and fell in the foremod 

" ranks of the battle. His attendants prefented 

" him with the fleeted horfes of the Imperial 

* c dable , that would foon have carried him be- 

" yond the purfuit of the enemy. They vainly 

“ prefled him to referve his important life for the 

“ future fervice of the republic. He dill declared, 

" that he was unworthy to furvive fo many of 

" the braved and mod faithful of his fubjecds ; 

cc and the monarch was noblv buried under a 
\ •> 

" mountain of the (lain. Let none , therefore , 
" prefume to aferibe the viclory of the Barba- 
“ rians to the fear, the weaknefs, or the impru- 
“ dence, of the Roman troops. The chiefs and 
“ the foldiers were animated by the virtue of 
** their ancedors, whom they equalled in difcipline, 
“ and the arts of war. Their generous emulation 
tc was fupported by the love of glory , which 
ct prompted them to contend at the fame time 
<c with heat and third, with fire and the fword ; 
<c and cheerfully to embrace an honourable death. 
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* c as their refuge againft flight and infamy. The 
“ indignation of the gods has been the only caufe 
“ of the fuccefs of our enemies.” The truth of 
hiftory may difclaim fome parts of this panegyric , 
which cannot ftridly be reconciled with the 
charader of Valens , or the circumftances of the 
battle: but the faireft commendation is due to the 
eloquence, and ftill more to the generofity, of 
the fophift of Antioch **. 

The pride of the Goths was elated by this me- 
morable vidory ; but their avarice was difap- 
pointed by the mortifying difcovery, that the 
richeft part of the Imperial fporl had been within 
the walls of Hadrianople. They haftened to pof- 
fefs the reward of their valour ; but they were 
encountered by the remains of a vanquifhed army, 
with an intrepid refolution, which was thceffed 
of their defpair, and the only hope of their fafety. 
The walls of the city, and the ramparts of the 
adjacent camp, were lined with military engines, 
that threw ftones of an enormous weight ; and 
aftonilhed the ignorant Barbarians by the noife, 
and velocity, ftill more than by the real effeds, 
of the difcharge. T he foldiers, the citizens, the 
provincials, the domeftics of the palace, were 
united in the danger, and in the defence: the 
furious affault of the Goths was repulfed; their 
fecrct arts of treachery and treafon were difeover- 
ed; and, after an obftinate conflid of many hours, 
they retired to their tents; convinced, by expe- 
rience, that it would be far more advifable to 
obferve the treaty, which their fagacious leader 
VoJ. IV. ' Y 
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4; ha. p. had tacitly ftipulated with the fortifications of 
xxVi.' great and populous cities. After the hafty and 
impolitic maflacre of three hundred deferters , an 
ad of juftice extremely ufqful to the difcipline of 
the Roman armies, the Goths indignantly raifed 
the fiege of Hadrianople. *The fcene of war and 
tumult was inftantly converted into a filent foli- 
tude : the multitude fuddenly difappeared ; the 
fecret paths of the woods and mountains were 
marked with the footfteps of the trembling fugi- 
tives, who fought a refuge in the diflant cities 
^ of Illyricum and Macedonia: and the faithful 
• officers of the houfehold , and the treafury, cau- 

tioufiy proceeded in fcarch of the emperor, of 
whofe death they were ftill ignorant. The tide 
of the Gothic inundation rolled from the walls 
of Hadrianople to the fuburbs of Conftantinople. 

^ . The Barbarians -were furprifed with the fplendid 

appearance of the capital of the Eaft, the height 
and extent of the walls , the myriads of wealthy 
and affrighted citizens who crowded the ram- 
parts, and the various profpect of the fea and 
land. While they gazed with hopelefs defire on 
the inacceffible beauties of Conftantinople , a fally 
was made from one of the gates by a party of 
Saracens f ‘ , who had been fortunately engaged 
in the fervice of Valens. The cavalry of Scythia 
was forced to yield to the admirable fwiftnefs and 
fpirit of the Arabian horfes; their riders were 
fkilled in the evolutions of irregular war; and the 
Northern Barbarians were aftonifhed, and dif- 
mayed , by the inhuman ferocity of the Barbarians 
of the South. A Gothic foldier was (lain by the 
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dagger of an Arab; and the hairy, naked favage, 
applying his lips to the wound, expreffed a hor- 
rid delight, while he fucked the blood of his 
vanquished enemy’ 7 . The army of the Goths, 
laden with the Spoils of the wealthy Suburbs, and 
the adjacent territory , flowly moved , from the 
Bofphorus, to the mountains which form the 
weftern boundary of Thrace. The important pafs 
of Sued was betrayed by the fear, or the mifeon- 
dud, of Maurus; and the Barbarians, who no 
longer had any refiftance to apprehend from the 
Scattered and vanquiflied troops of the Eaft , fpread 
jhemfelves over the face of a fertile and cultivated 
country, as far as the confines of Italy, and the 
Hadriatic Sea 

The Romans, who fo coolly, and fo concifely, 
mention the ads of juflice which were exercifed 
by the legions ”, referve their companion, and 
-their eloquence, for their own Sufferings, when 
the provinces were invaded, and defojated, by 
the arms of the fticcefsful Barbarians. The Sim- 
ple circumftantial narrative (did Such a narrative 
exift) of the ruin of a Angle town, of the mis- 
fortunes of a Single family might exhibit an 
•interelting and inltrudive pidure of human man- 
ners: but the tedious repetition of vague and 
declamatory complaints would fatigue the atten- 
tion of the moft patient reader. The fame cenfure 
may be applied, though not perhaps in an equal 
degree, to the prophane, and the ecclefiaftical, 
■writers of this unhappy period ; that their minds 
■we^c inflamed by popular, and religious animofity; 
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and, that the true fize and colour of every 
objedt is falfified by the exaggerations of their 
corrupt eloquence. The vehement Jerom T °' might 
juftly deplore the calamities inflicted by the Goths, 
and their barbarous allies , on his native country 
of Pannonia , and the wide extent of the provinces, 
from the walls of Condantinoplc to the foot of 
the Julian Alps; the rapes, the maflacres, the 
conflagrations; and, above all, the profanation 
of the churches, that were turned into ftables, 
and the contemptuous treatment of the Telics of 
holy martyrs. But the Saint is furely tranfported 
beyond the limits of nature and hiftory, whe t n 
he affirms, “ that, in thofe defert countries, 

“ nothing was left except the fky and the earth; 

“ that, after the deftru&ion of the cities, and * 
“ the extirpation of the human race, the land 
“ was overgrown with thick forefts , and inex- 
“ tricable brambles, and that the univerfal defo- 
“ lation , announced by the prophet Zephaniah, 

“ was accomplished , in the Scarcity of the beads, 
“•the birds, and even of the fifh.” Thefe com- 
plaints were pronounced about twenty years 
after the death of Valens; and the Illyrian pro- 
vinces, which were condantly expofed to the 
invafion and paflage of the Barbarians, dill con- 
tinued, after a calamitous period of ten centuries, 
to Supply new materials for rapine and dedrudtion. 
Could it even be fuppofed , that a large tradt of 
country had been left without cultivation and 
without inhabitants, the confequences might not 
have been fo fatal to the inferior productions of 
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animated nature. The ufeful and feeble animals, 
which are nourilhed by the hand of man, might 
fuffer and perilb, if they were deprived of his- 
protedion; but the beafts of the foreft , his 
„ebemies , or his vidims , would multiply in the 
frte and undifturbed poffellion of their fohtary 
domain. The various tribes that people the air, or 
the waters, are Rill lefs conneded with the fate 
of the human fpecies ; and it is highly probable, 
that the fifh of the Danube would have felt more 
terror and diftrefs , from the approach of a vora- 
cious pike , than from the hoftile inroad of a Gothic 
army. 

Whatever may have been the juft meafure of 
the calamities of Europe , there was reafon to 
fear that the fame calamities would foon extend 
to the peaceful countries of Afia. The fons of the 
Goths had been judicioufly diftributed through 
the cities of the Eaft, and the arts of education 
were employed, to polifh , and fubdue, the native 
fiercenefs of their temper. In the fpace of about 
twelve years, their numbers had continually 
increafed ; and the children, who, in the firft 
emigration, were fent over the Hellefpont, had 
attained , with rapid growth , the ftrength and 
fpirit of perfed manhood ***. It was impoflible 
to conceal from their knowledge the events of 
the Gothic war; and, as thofe daring youths had 
not ftudied the language of diffimulation , they 
betrayed their wilh , their defire , perhaps their 
intention , to emulate the glorious example of 
their fathers. The danger of the times feeraed to 
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n a p, juftify the jealous fufpicions of the provincials; 
XXVI. and thefe fufpicions were admitted as untjueftion- 
able evidence, that the Goths of Afia had formed 
• a fecret and dangerous confpiracy agaitift the 

public fafety. The death of Valens had left the # 
Eaft without a fovereign; and Julius, who filled , 
the important ftation of mafter - general of the 
troops, with a high reputation of diligence and 
ability, thought it his duty to confult the fenate 
of Conftantinople; which he confidered, during 
the vacancy of the throne, as the reprefentative 
council of the nation. As foon as he had obtained 
the difcretionary power of acting as he fhould 
judge moll expedient for the good of the republic, 

, he affembled the principal officers ; and privately 
concerted effedtual meafures for the execution of 
his bloody defign. An order was immediately 
promulgated, that, on a ftated day, the Gothic 
youth fhould afiemble in the capital cities of their 
refpedive provinces; and, as a report was in-, 
duftrioufiy circulated, that they were fummoned 
to receive a liberal gift of lands and money , the 
pleafinghope allayed the fury of their refentment, 
and perhaps fufpended the motions of the con- 
fpiracy. On the appointed day, the unarmed 
crowd of the Gothic youth was carefully collected 
in the fquare, or Forum: the ftreets and avenues 
were occupied by the Roman troops ; and the 
roofs of the houfes were covered with archers 
and (lingers. At the fame hour, in all the cities 
of the Eaft, the fignal was given of indiferimi- 
nate (laughter ; and the provinces of. Afia were 
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delivered, by the cruel prudence of Julius, from 
a domeftic enemy, who, in a few months, might 
have carried fire and fword from the Hellefpont 
to the Euphrates The urgent confideration of 
the public fafety may undoubtedly authorife 
the violation of every pofitive law. How far 
that, or any other, confideration may operate, 
to diffolve the natural obligations of humanity 
andjuftice, is a dodrine, of which I Hill defire 
to remain ignorant. 

, The emperor Gratian was far advanced on his 
march towards the plains of Hadrianople, when 
he was informed, at firft by the confufed voice 
of fame, and afterwards by the more accurate 
reports of Vidor and Richomer, that his impa- 
tient colleague had been fiain in battle, and that 
two-thirds of the Roman army were exterminated 
by the fword of the vidorious Goths. Whatever 
refentment the ralh and jealous vanity of his uncle 
might deferve , the refentment of a generous mind 
is eafily fubdued by the fofter emotions of grief 
and compafiion : and even the fenfe of pity was 
foon loft in the ferious and alarming confideration 
of the ftate of the republic. Gratian was too late 
to aftift, he was too weak to revenge, his 
unfortunate colleague ; and the valiant and modeft 
youth felt himfelf unequal to the fupport of a 
finking world. A formidable temped of the Bar- 
barians of Germany feemed ready to burft over 
the provinces of Gaul; an^l the mind of Gratian 
was oppreffed, and diftraded, by the adminiftra- 
tion of the Weftern Empire. In this important 
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chap, crifis , the government of the F.nft, and the 
XXVI. conduct of the Gothic war, required the undivided 
attention of a hero and a flatcfman. A fubjetfl 
.inverted with fuch ample command would not 
long have preferved his fidelity to a diltant bene- 
factor; and the Imperial council embraced the 
wife and manly refolution, of conferring an 
obligation, rather than of yielding to an infult. 
It was the wilh of Gratian to beftow the purple 
as the reward of virtue ; but, at the age of 
nineteen, it is not eafy for a prince, educated, 
in the fupretne rank, to underftand the true 
characters of his minirters and generals. He at- 
tempted to weigh, with an impartial hand, their 
various merits and defedts; and , whilft he checked 
the rafh confidence of ambition, he diftrufted 
the cautious wifdom , which defpaired of the 
republic.- As each moment of delay diminifhed 
fomething of the power and refources of the 
future fovereign of the Eaft, the fituation of the 
times would not allow a tedious debate. The 
choice of Gratian was foon declared in favour of 
an exile, whofe father, only three years before, 
had fuffered , under the fan Clio n of his authority , 
an unjuft and ignominious death. The great Theo- 
dofius, a name celebrated in hiftory, and dear to 
the Catholic Church 1o4 , was fummoned to the Im- 
perial court , which had gradually retreated from the 
confines of Thrace to the more fecure ftation of 
Sirmium. Five months after the death ofValens, 
the emperor Gratian produced before the affembled 
troops, his colleague , and their mafter ; who , after 


Digitized by Googl< 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 345 

a model!, perhaps a fincere, refinance, was 
compelled to accept , amidfl the general acclama- 
tions, the diadem, the purple, and the equal 
title of Auguftus The provinces of T hrace, 
Afia, and Egypt, over which Valens had reigned, 
were refigned to the adminiftration. of the new 
emperor: but, as he was fpecially entfufted with 
the condud of the Gothic war, the Illyrian 
prefecture was difmembered; and the two great 
diocefes of Dacia and Macedonia were added to 
the dominions of the Eaftern empire ***. 

The fame province, and, perhaps, the fame 
city 107 , which had given to the throne the vir- 
tues of Trajan, and the talents of Hadrian, was 
the original feat of another family of Spaniards, 
who, in a lefs fortunate age, pofTelTed, near four- 
fcore years, the declining empire of Rome 
They emerged from the obfeurity of municipal 
honours by the adive fpirit of the elder Theo- 
dofius, a general, whofe exploits in Britain and 
Africa have formed one of the moll fplendid 
parts of the annals of Valentinian. The fon of 
that general , who likewife bore the name of 
Theodofius , was educated, by fkilful preceptors, 
in the liberal ftudies of youth; but he was in- 
truded in the art of war by the tender care and 
fevere difeipline of his father ,0 '. Under the 
ftandard of fuch a leader, young Theodofius 
fought glory and knowledge, in the moll diftant 
feenes of military adion ; inured his tonftitution 
to the difference of feafons and climates; diftin- 
guiilied his valour by fea and land; and obferved 
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chap, the various warfare of the Scots, the Saxons, 

# xxvi. and the Moors. His own merit, and the recom- • 
mendation of the conqueror of Africa, foon railed 
him to a feparate command : and , in the ftation 
of Duke of Maefia, he vanquifhed an army of 
Sarmatians ; faved the province ; deferved the 
love of the foldiers ; and provoked the envy of 
the court His rifing fortunes were foon 

blafled by the difgrace and execution of his illuf- 
trious father; and Theodofius obtained, as a 
favour , the permifiion of retiring to a private 
life, in his native province of Spain. He dif- 
played a firm and temperate character in the eafe 
with which he adapted himfelf to his new filia- 
tion. His time was almoft equally divided be- 
tween the town and country: the fpirit, which 
had animated his public conduct , was fliewn in 
the adtive and affe&ionate performance of every 
focial duty; and the diligence of the foldier was 
profitably converted to the improvement of his 
ample patrimony 1,1 , which lay between Valla- 
dolid and Segovia, in the midft of a fruitful dif- 
tridl, ftill famous for a mod exquifite breed of 
fheep I, \ From the innocent, but humble, la- 
bours of his farm , Theodofius was tranfported , 
in lefs than four months, to the throne of the 
Eaftern empire: and the whole period of the 
hiftory of the world will not perhaps aftord a 
fimilar example, of an elevation, at the fame 
• time, fo pure, and fo honourable. The princes 

who peaceably inherit the feeptre of their fathers, 
claim and enjoy a legal right, the more fecure, 
as it is abfolutely diftindl from the merits of their 
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perfonal charaders. The fubjeds, who, in a chap. 
monarchy , or a popular ftate , acquire the pof- xxvi. 
feflion of fupreme power, may have raifed them- 
felves, by the fuperiority either of genius or virtue, 
above the heads of their equals : but their virtue 

is feldom exempt from ambition; and the caufe 
of the fuccefsful candidate is frequently ftained 
by the guilt of confpiracy , or civil war. Even 
in thofe governments which allow the reigning 
monarch to declare a colleague , or a fucceffor , 
his partial choice , which may be influenced by 
the blinded paflions , is often direded to an un- 
worthy objed. But the moft fufpicious malignity 
cannot afcribe to Theodofius , in his obfcure foli- 
tude of Caucha , the arts, the defires, or even the 
hopes, of an ambitious ftatefman ; and the name 
of the exile would long fince have been forgot- 
ten , if his genuine and diftinguifhed virtues had 
not left a deep impreffion in the Imperial court. 

During the feafon of profperity, he had been ne- 
gleded; but, in the public diftrefs , his fuperior 
merit was univerfally felt and acknowledged. 

What confidence mull have been repofed in his 
integrity, fince Gratian could truft, that a pious 
fon would forgive, for the fake of the republic, 
the murder of his father! What expedations muft 
have been formed of his abilities, to encourage 
the hope, that a fingle man could fave, and re- 
ftore, the empire of the Eaft! Theodofius was 
invefted with the purple in the thirty - third year 
of his age. The vulgar gazed with admiration 
on the manly beauty of his face, and the graceful’ 
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majefty of his perfon , which they were pleafed to 
compare with the pidures and medals of the em- 
peror Trajan; whilft intelligent obfervers dif- 
covered , in the qualities of his heart and under- 
ftanding, a more important reLmblance to the 
bed and greateft of the Roman princes. 

. It is not without the mod fincere regret, that 
I mull now take leave of an accurate and faithful 
guide, who has compofed the hillory of his own 
times, without indulging the prejudices and paf- 
fions , which ufually affed the mind of a con- 
temporary. Ammianus Marcellinus , who ter- 
minates his ufeful work with the defeat and death 
of Valens, recommends the more glorious fubjed 
of the enfuing reign to the youthful vigour and 
eloquence of the rifing generation The rifing 
generation was not difpofed to accept his advice* 
or to imitate his example 114 ; and, in the ftudy 
of the reign of Theodofius, we are reduced to 
illuftrate the partial narrative ofZofimus, by the 
obfctire hints of fragments and chronicles , by the 
figurative ftyle of poetry or panegyric, and by 
the precarious afliflance of the ecclefiaftical wri- 
ters, who, in the heat of religious fadion, are 
apt to defpife the profane virtues of fincerity and 
moderation. Confcious of thefe difad vantages, 
which will continue to involve a confiderable 
portion of the decline and fall of the Roman 
empire, 1 fh all proceed with doubtful and timor- 
ous Heps. Yet I may boldly pronounce, that 
the battle of Hadrianople was never revenged by 
any fignal or decifive vidory of Theodofius over 
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the Barbarians; and the expreflive (Hence of his 
venal orators may be confirmed by the obferva- 
tion of the condition and circumftances of the 
times. The fabric of a mighty ftate, which has 
been reared by the labours of fucceffive ages, 
could not be overturned by the misfortune of a 
{ingle day , if the fatal power of the imagination 
did not exaggerate the real meafure of the cala- 
mity. The lofs of forty thoufand Romans , who 
fell in the plains of Hadrianople, might have 
been foon recruited in the populous provinces of 
the Eaft, which contained fo many millions of 
inhabitants. The courage of a foldier is found 
to be the cheapeft , and moll common, quality of 
human nature; and fufficient fkill to encounter 
an undifciplined foe, might have been fpeedily 
taught by the care of the furviving centurions. 
If the Barbarians were mounted on the horfes , 
and equipped with the armour, of their vanquifh- 
cd enemies, the numerous ftuds of Cappadocia 
and Spain would have fupplied new fquadrons of 
cavalry; the thirty four arfenals of the empire 
were plentifully ftored with magazines of offenfive 
and defenfive arms ; and the wealth of Afia might 
ftill have yielded an ample fund for the expences 
of the war. But the efFeds which were produced 
by the battle of Hadrianople on the minds of the 
Barbarians, and of the Romans, extended the 
vidory of the former, and th^defeat of the latter, 
far beyond the limits of a fingle day. A Gothic 
chief was heard to declare , with infolent mode- 
ration, that, for his own part, he was fatigued 
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c H a p. with flaughter; but that he was aftonifhed how 
xxvi. a people, who fled before him like a flock of 
fbeep, could Hill prefume to difpute the pofleflion 
of their treafures and provinces The fame 
.terrors, which the name of the Hurls had fpread 
among the Gothic tribes, were infpired , by the 
formidable name of the Goths, among the fub- 
jeds and foldiers of the Roman empire If 
Theodofius, haflily colleding his fcattered forces, 
had led them into the field to encounter a vic- 
torious enemy, his army would have been van- 
quilhed by their own fears ; and his rafhnefs 
could not have been excufed by the chance of 
fuccefs. But the great Theodofius, an epithet 
which he honourably deferved on this moment- 
ous occafion, conducted himfelf as the firm and 
faithful guardian of the republic. He fixed his 
head quarters at Theflalonica , the capital of the 
Macedonian diocefe 117 ; from whence he could 
watch the irregular motions of the Barbarians, 
and dired the operations of his lieutenants, from 
the gates of Conftantinople to the Ihores of the 
Hadriatic. The fortifications and garrifons of 
the cities were ftrengthened ; and the troops , 
among whom a fenfe of order and difcipline was 
revived, were infenfibly emboldened by the con- 
fidence of their own fafety. From thefe fecure 
Rations, they were encouraged to make frequent 
Tallies on the Bar^riaos, who infefted the adja- 
cent country; and, as they were feldom allowed 
to engage, without fome decifive fuperiority, 
either of ground or of numbers, their enterprises 
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were, for the mod part, fuccefsful; and they chap. 
were foon convinced, by their own experience, xxvi. 
of the poffibility of vanquifhing their invincible 
enemies. The detachments of thefe feparate 
garrifons were gradually united into fmall armies ; 
the fame cautious meafures were purfued , accord- 
ing to an extenfive and well - concerted plan of 
operations; the events of each day added ftrength 
and fpirit to the Roman arms ; and the artful 
diligence of the emperor, who circulated the mod 
favourable reports of the fuccefs of the war, 
contributed to fubdue the pride of the Barba- 
rians , and to animate the hopes and courage of 
his fubjeds. If, inftead of this faint and imper- 
fcd outline, we could accurately reprefent the 
counfels and adions of Theodofius , in four fuc- 

ft 

ceffive campaigns, there is reafon to believe, that % 
his confummate fkill would deferve the applaufe 
of every military reader. The republic had for- 
merly been faved by the delays of Fabius: and, 
while the fplendid trophies of Scipio, in the field 
of Zama , attract the eyes of pofterity, the camps 
and marches of the Didator among the hills of 
Campania, may claim a jufter proportion of the 
folid and independent fame, which the general 
is not compelled to fliare , either with fortune or 
with his troops. Such was likewife the merit of 
Theodofius; and the infirmities of his body, 
which mofl unfeafonably languilhed under a long 
and dangerous^, difeafe , could not opprefs the 
vigour of his mind , or divert his attention from 
the public fervice 

The deliverance and peace of the Roman pro- Dlvifiom, 
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c u a r. vinces"’ was the work of prudence, rather than 
xxvi. of valour; the prudence of Theodofius was fecond- 
defcat and ed by fortune; and the emperor never failed to 
ofthe Goths, * eize > ar| d to improve, every favourable circum- 
a. n. fiance. As long as the fuperior genius of Fritigern 
38 *‘ preferved the union, and directed the motions, of 
the Barbarians, their power was not inadequate 
to the conquelt of a great empire. The death of 
that hero, the < predeceflor and mafter of the 
renowned Alaric, relieved an impatient multitude 
from the intolerable yoke of difciplinc and difere- 
tion. The Barbarians, who had been retrained 
by h is authority, abandoned thcmfelves to the 
dictates of their paffions ; and their paflions were 
feldom uniform , or confiftent. An army of con- 
querors was broken into many diforderly bands of 
favage robbers; and their blind and irregular fury 
was not lefs pernicious to themfelves, than to 
their enemies. Their mifehievous difpofition was 
fhewn in the deltru&ion of every objetft, which 
they wanted flrength to remove, ortafle to enjoy; 
and they often confumed, with improvident rage, 
the harvefts, or the granaries, which foon after- 
wards became neccffary for their own fubfiftence. 
A fpirit of difeord arofe among the independent 
tribes and nations , which had been united only 
by the bands of a Joofe and voluntary alliance. 
Th.e troops of the Huns and the Alani would 
naturally upbraid the flight of the Goths; who 
were not difpofed to life with moderation the 
advantages of their fortune: the ancient jealoufy 
of the Oftrogoths and the Vifigoths could 

not 
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not long be fufpended; and the haughty chiefs 
ftill remembered the infults and injuries , which 
they had reciprocally offered, or fuftained, while 
the nation was feated in the countries beyond the 
Danube. The progrefs of dfcmeftic fadlion abated 
the more diffufive fentiment of national animofity; 
and the officers of Theodofius were inttru&ed to 
purchafe , with liberal gifts and promifcs , the 
retreat, or fervice, of the difcontented party. The 
acquifition of Modar, a prince of the royal blood 
of the Amali, gave a bold and faithful champion 
to the caufe of Rome. The illuftrious deferter foon 
obtained the rank of matter - general , with an 
important command ; furprifed an army of his 
countrymen , who were immerfed iq wine and 
fleep; and, after a cruel flaughter of the aftonifhed 
Goths, returned with an immenfe fpoil , and four 
thoufand waggons , to the Imperial camp “\ In 
the hands of a fkilful politician, the moil different 
means may be fuccefsfully applied to the fame 
ends: and the peace of the empire, which had 
been forwarded by the divifions, was accomplilhed 
by the re-union, of the Gothic nation. Athanaric, 
who had been a patient fpe&ator of thefe extra- 
ordinary events, was at length driven, by the 
chance of arms , from the dark recedes of the 
woods of Caucaland. He no longer hefitated to 
pafs the Danube ; and a very confiderable part of 
the fubje&s of Fritigern , who already felt the 
inconveniencies of anarchy, were eafily perfuaded 
to acknowledge for their king, a Gothic Judge, 
\vhofe birth they refpedted, and whofe abilities 
Yol. IV. Z 
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chap, they had frequently experienced. But age had 
xxvi. chilled the daring fpirit of Athanaric; and, inftead 
of leading his people to the held of battle and 
vidtory , he wifely liftened to the fair propofal of 
an honourable and advantageous treaty. Theodo- 
fius , who was acquainted with the merit and 
power of his new ally, condefccnded to meet him 
at the diffance of feveral miles from Conftantinople; 
and entertained him in the Imperial city, with the 
confidence of a friend, and the magnificence of a 

• monarch. “ The Barbarian prince obferved , with 

“ curious attention , the variety of objedts which 
(C attra&ed his notice , and at laid broke out into 
“ a fincere and paffionate exclamation of wonder. 
<£ I now behold , faid he , what I never could 
** believe, the glories of this ldupendotis capital! 

9 “ and as he call his eyes around, he viewed, and 
, <c he admired , the commanding fituation of the 
<c city, the ftrength and beauty of the walls and 
“ public edifices, the capacious harbour, crowded 
“ with innumerable veffels, the perpetual concourfe 
u of diftant nations, and the arms and difeipline 
“ of the troops. Indeed, continued Athanaric, the 
“ emperor of the Romans is a god upon earth; 
“ and the prefumptuous man , who dares to lift 
“ his hand againlt him , is guilty of his own 
“ blood ” The Gothic king did not long 
enjoy this fplendid and honourable reception; and, 
as temperance was not the virtue of his nation, it 
may juftly be fufpedted , that his mortal difeafe 
was contracted amidft the pleafures of the Imperial 
banquets. But the policy of Theodofius derived 
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more folid benefit from the death , than he could 
have expedted from the molt faithful fervices, of 
his ally. The funeral of Athanaric was performed 
with folemn rites in the capital of the Eaft; a 
ftately monument was erected to his memory; and 
his whole army, won by the liberal courtefy, and 
decent grief, of Theodofius, enlifted under the 
ftandard of the Roman empire ***. The fubmiffion 
of fo great a body of the Vifigoths was produdtive 
of the moft falutary confequences ; and the mixed 
influence of force, of reafon, and of corruption, 
became every day more powerful , and more 
extenfive. Each independent chieftain haftened to 
obtain a feparate treaty, from the apprehenfion 
that an obftinate delay might expofe him , alone 
and unprotected, to the revenge, or juftice, of 
the conqueror. The general, or rather the final, 
capitulation of the Goths , may be dated four 
years, one month, and twenty-five days, after the 
defeat and death of the emperor Valens '**. 

The provinces of the Danube had been already 
relieved from the oppreflive weight of the Gru- 
thungi, or Oftrogoths, by the voluntary retreat of. 
Alatheus and Saphrax; whofe reftlefs fpirit had 
prompted them to feek new fcenes of rapine and 
glory. Their deftrudtive courfe was pointed towards 
the Weft; but we rauft be fatisfied with a very 
obfcure and imperfedt knowledge of theitr various 
adventures. The Oftrogoths impelled feveral of 
the German tribes on the provinces of Gaul ; 
concluded, and foon violated, a treaty with the 
emperor Gratian ; advanced into the unknown 
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chap, countries of the North ; and, after an interval of 
xxvi. more than four years, returned, with accumulated 
force , to the banks of the Lower Danube. Their 
troops were recruited with the fierceft warriors 
of Germany and Scythia; and the foldiers, or at 
leaft the hiftorians, of the empire, no longer 
recognifed the name and countenances of their 
former enemies M4 . The general, who commanded 
the military and naval powers of the Thracian 
frontier, foon perceived that his fuperiority would 
be difadvantageous to the public fervice; and that 
the Barbarians , awed by the prefence of his fleet 
and legions , would probably defer the paflage of 
the river till the approaching winter. The dexter- 
ity of the fpies , whom he fent into the Gothic 
camp, allured the Barbarians into a fatal fnare. 
They were perfuaded, that, by a bold attempt, 
they might furprife, in the filence and darknefs of 
the night, the fleeping army of the Romans; and 
the whole multitude was haftily embarked in a 
fleet of three thoufand canoes tli . The braveft of 
the Oftrogoths led the van; the main body confifled 
of the remainder of their fubjects and foldiers; and 
the women and children fecurely followed in the 
rear. One of the nights without a moon had been 
feledted for the execution of their defign ; and 
they had almoft reached the fouthern bank of the 
Danube, in the firm confidence that they fhould 
find an eafy landing, and an unguarded camp. 

, But the progrefs of the Barbarians was fuddenly 
flopped by an unexpected obftacle; a triple line 
of veflels, ftrongly connected with each other, and 
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which formed an impenetrable chain of two miles 
and a half along the river. While they ftruggled 
to force their way in the unequal conflict, their 
right flank was overwhelmed by the irrefiftible 
attack of a fleet of gallies, which were urged 
down the ftream by the united impulfe of oars 
and of the tide. The weight and velocity of thofe 
(hips of war broke , and funk , and difperfed , the 
rude anjl feeble canoes of the Barbarians: their 
Valour was ineffectual ; and Alatheus , the king , 
or general, of the Oftrogoths, perilhed, with his 
braveft troops, either by the fword of the Romans, 
or in the waves of the Danube. The laft divifion 
of this unfortunate fleet might regain the oppofite 
fhore : but the diftrefs and diforder of the multi- 
tude rendered them alike incapable , either of 
aCtion or counfel ; and they foon implored the 
clemency of the victorious enemy. On this occa- 
fion, as well as on many others, it is a difficult 
talk to reconcile the paflions and prejudices of 
the writers of the age of Theodofius. The partial 
and malignant hiftorian, who mifreprefents every 
aCtion of his reign, affirms, that the emperor did 
not appear in the field of battle till the Barbarians 
had been vanquilhed by the valour and conduCt 
of his lieutenant Promotus The flattering poet, 
who celebrated , in the court of Honorius , the 
glory of the father and of the fon , aferibes the 
victory to the perfonal prowefs of Theodofius ; 
and almoft infinuates, that the king of the Oftro- 
goths was flain by the hand of the emperor 
The truth of hiftory might perhaps be found in 
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o H a p. a juft medium between thefe extreme and contra- 
XXVI. diclory aftertions. 

Settlement The original treaty which fixed the fettlement 
m Thrace 1 ' t ^ ie ^ ot ^ s » ascertained their privileges, and 
ami Alia, ftipulated their obligations, would illuftrate the 
A - n - hiftory ofTheodofius and his fucceffors. The feries 
353 393. o £ t j ie j r hj^Qj-y h as imperfedly preferved the fpiriti 
and fubftance of this ftngular agreement The 
ravages of war and tyranny had provide many 
large trads of fertile, but uncultivated land, for 
the ufe of thofe Barbarians, who might not difdairi 
the pradice of agriculture. A numerous colony of 
the Vifigoths was feated in Thrace: the remains 
of the Oftrogoths were planted in Phrygra and 
Lydia, their immediate wants were fupplied by a 
diftribution of corn and cattle ; and their future 
induftry was encouraged by an exemption from tri- 
bute, during a certain term of years. The Barbarians 
would have deferved to feel the cruel and perfi- 
dious policy of the Imperial court, if they had 
fuffered themfelves to be difperfed through the 
provinces. They required, and they obtained, the 
foie poffeftion of the villages and diftrids afligned 
for their refidence; they ftill cherifhed and propa- 
gated their native manners and language; afferted, 
in the bofom of defpotifm , the freedom of their 
domeftic government *; and acknowledged the 
fovereignty of the emperor , without fubmitting 
to the inferior jurifdidion of the laws and magis- 
trates of Rome. The hereditary chiefs of the tribes 
and families were ftill permitted to command their 
followers in peace apd war; but the royal dignity 
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was abolifhed; and the generals of the Goths were 
appointed and removed at the pleafure of the 
emperor. An army of forty thoufand Goths was 
maintained for the perpetual fervicc of the empire 
of the Eaft ; a«d thofe haughty troops , who 
affumed the title of F aederati , or allies , were 
diftinguifhed by their gold collars, liberal pay, 
and licentious privileges. Their native courage 
was improved by the ufe of arms-, and the 
knowledge of difcipline; and, while the republic 
was guarded , or threatened , by the doubtful 
fword of the Barbarians, the laft fparks of the 
military flame were finally extinguifhed in the 
minds of the Romans '**. Theodofius had the 
addrefs to perfuade his allies, that the conditions 
of peace which had been extorted from him by 
prudence and neceflity, were the voluntary exprefc 
fions of his fincere friendlhip for the Gothic 
nation A different mode of vindication or 
apology was oppofed to the complaints of the 
people; who loudly cenfured thefe fhameful and 
dangerous conceffions The calamities of the 
war were painted in the mod lively colours; and 
the firft fymptoms of the return of order , of 
plenty, and fecurity, were diligently exaggerated: 
The advocates of Theodofius could affirm , with 
fome appearance of truth and reafon , that it was 
impoflible to extirpate fo many warlike tribes , 
who were rendered defperate by the lofs of their 
native country; and that the ex*haufted provinces 
would be revived by a frefh fupply of foldiers 
and .hufbandmen. The Barbarians Hill wore aa 
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chap, angry and hoftile afpecft; but the experience of 

, XXVI. pad times might encourage the hope, that they 
would acquire the habits of induftry and obedi- 
ence; that their manners would be polifhed by 
time, education, and the influence of Chriftianity ; 
and that their poftcrity would infenfibly blend 
with the great body of the Roman people ,l1 . 

Their hoftile* Notwithllanding thefe fpecious arguments, and 

fentiments. t j, e f e f an g U ine expectations, it was apparent to 
every difcerning eye, that the Goths would long 
remain the enemies, and might foon become the 
conquerors, of the Roman empire. Their rude and 
infolent behaviour exprefled their contempt of the 
citizens and provincials, whom they infulted with 
impunity ,,s . To the.;zeal and valour of the 
Barbarians , Thcodofius was indebted for the 
fuccefs of his arms : but their afli fiance was 

precarious; and they were fometimes feduced, by 
a treacherous and inconftant difpofition, to aban- 
don his ftandard, at the moment when their fervice 
was the tnoft efiential. During the civil war 
againft Maximus , a great number of Gothic 
deferters retired into the morafles of Macedonia , 
wafted the adjacent provinces, and obliged the 
intrepid monarch to expofe his pcrfon, and exert 
his power, to fupprefs the rifing flame of rebel- 
lion The public apprebenfions were fortified 
by the ftrong fufpicion , that thefe tumults were 
not the effcd; of accidental paflion , but the refult 
of deep and premeditated defign. It was generally 
believed, that the Goths had figned the treaty of 
peace with an hoftile and infidious fpiriti and that 
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their chiefs had previoufly bound themfelves, by 
a folemn and fecre.t oath, never to keep faith with 
the Romans ; to maintain the faireft fliew of 
loyalty and friendlhip, and to watch the favour- 
able moment of rapine, of conqueft, and of revenge. 
But, as the minds v of the Barbarians were not 
infenfible to the power of gratitude, feveral of the 
Gothic leaders fincerely devoted themfelves to the 
fervice of the empire, or, at leaft, of the emperor: 
the whole nation was infenfibly divided into two 
oppofite fadions, and much fophiftry was employed 
in converfation and difpute, to compare the obli- 
gations of their firft, and fecond, engagements. 
The Goths , who confidered themfelves as the 
friends of peace, of juftice, and of Rome, were 
direded by the authority of Fravitta, a valiant 
and honourable youth , diftinguilhed above the 
yell of his countrymen, by the politenefs of his 
manners, the liberality of his fentiments , and the 
mild virtues of focial life. But the more numerous 
fadion adhered to the fierce and faithlefs Priulf, 
who inflamed the paflions, and aflerted the inde- 
pendence, of his warlike followers. On one of 
the folemn feftivals, wh#n the chiefs of both 
parties were; invited to the Imperial table, they 
were infenfibly heated by wine, till they, forgot 
the ufual reftraints of diferetion and refped; and 
betrayed , in the prefence of Theodofius , the fatal 
fecret of their domeftic difputes. The emperor, 
who had been the reludant witnefs of this extra- 
ordinary controverfy , dilfemblcd his fears and 
yefentment , and foon difmifled the tumultuous 
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hap. aflembly. Fravitta , alarmed and exafperated by 
xxvi. the infolence of his rival,, whofe departure from 
the palace might have been the fignal of a civil 
war, boldly followed him; and, drawing his fword, 
laid Priulf dead at his feet. Their companions flew 
to arms; and the faithful champion of Rome 
would have been opprefled by fuperior numbers, 
jf he had not been protected by the feafonable 
interpofition of the Imperial guards ,,s . Such were 
the fcenes of Barbaric rage, which difgraced the 
* palace and table of the Roman emperor; and, as 
the impatient Goths could only be reftrained by 
the firm and temperate character of Theodofius, 
the public fafety feemed to depend on the life 
and abilities of a Angle man ,J ‘. 

END OF THE FOURTH VOLUME. 
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